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(continued.) 


THE TEXTS EXAMINED WHICH PAPISTS CITE OUT OF 
THE BIBLE, FOR THE PROOF OF TH EIR DOCTRINE FOR 
PRATERS IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE. 


PART I. 

The common pretence of the doctors of the Church of 
Rome against allowing to the people the use of the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, is their being so extremely liable to be misunderstood, 
and to have false and corrupt senses imposed upon them. And 
► indeed, whosoever impartially considers the wild and extrava¬ 
gant senses which they themselves impose upon sundry texts 
of Scripture, in defence of their own unscriptural doctrines, 
will be very much tempted to suspect, that their design was to 
make instances of the truth of this their pretence, and to con¬ 
vince the world how liable the Scripture is to be abused, not 
only by the common people, but also by men of wit and learn- 
ing,*when once they are listed by their interest to serve a bad 
cause; and to strengthen this suspicion, I know no greater 
argument, than their vain and impotent endeavour to justify 
from Scripture this most uncharitable and unchristian practice 
of their Church, viz. their concealing from the people their 
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public offices of prayer in a language iliat they <lo not under¬ 
stand: to expose the vanity of which attempt, and let the 
world sec what miserable shifts the managers of it are put to, 
is the design of the ensuing papers ; in which I shall, 

I. First, Examine the more general proofs from Scripture 
which they urge for it. 

II. Secondly, Consider the particular texts of Scripture by 
which they defend it.* 

III. Thirdly, Produce our Scripture arguments against jt. 

TV. Fourthly, Answer 1 lie objections by which they endea¬ 
vour to invalidate the force of these arguments. 


First, I shall examine those general proofs from Scripture 
which they urge for it. And for this matter we seek no fur¬ 
ther than the Catholic Seripturist, and the Ton eh stone of the 
Reformed Gospel, which two hooks arc collections out of 
Bcllarmino, and other Popish writers, of such Scripture proofs 
as they have pressed to serve and defend the disputed doctrines 
and practices of their Church, and the latter of which hath done 
little else than just recite the former, and this, in my opinion, 
with far less strength and advantage; so that when no have 
answered one, we have answered both. 

Now as for the Catholic Seripturist, the most specious ar¬ 
guments which ho urgefji in defence of their Latin service 
(and which is wholly omitted by (lie Touchstone) is the prac¬ 
tice of the Jewish Church; which from the Babylonish cap¬ 
tivity to the time of Christ, had all her Scriptures | and, as 
he tells us,* “all her public service and prayers (which was 
all taken out of tin* Psalms, the Law, and the Prophets) in 
that very language in which they were written, rk~. in the old 
Hebrew; that is in the language well known indeed to the 
common people of the Jews before their transmigration into 
Babylon; hut in their captivity at Babylon they lost the 
knowledge of their old Hebrew language, and consequently 
had all their Scriptures and public service read in a language 
unknown to the common people, and this for fourteen genera¬ 
tions.-And this,” saitli He* “ before the eyes of Christ and 

his Apostles, and they never did in the least reprehend it.” 
Which argument, though it seem plausible enough at the first, 
I doubt not will appear, upon a more intimate inquiry, lighter 
than vanity : and therefore in answer to it, I shall briefly pro¬ 
pose these four things to the reader’s consideration. 


* Vid Bellamn lib. 2.deverb. Dei cap. 15. [vol. l.p. 64. Prag. 1721.J 



PRAYERS IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE. 


3 


First, That long before this captivity, God himself delivered 
the Scriptures, and consequently the public offices of prayer 
contained in them, to the Jews, in their native and vulgar 
language; for it is agreed on all hands, that the ancient 
Hebrew, in which God delivered to the Jews the book ot the 
Law, the Psalms, and the greatest part of the Prophets, was 
before this captivity the vulgar language of the Hebrew 
nation ; which is a much better argi*ncnt that God would 
have the public prayers of his Church performed in a known 
language, than this pretended practice of the Jewish Church 
is, that it is all one to God, whether they be performed in a 
language known or unknown: for supposing it were true, that 
the common people of the Jews did, under this captivity,^ 
forget their old Hebrew language, and consequently that they 
understood not theii^public prayers, which were still continued 
in Hebrew: all this was accidental, and argues no more, than 
that God did permit the Jews to lose their original language, 
and consequently to offer up their public prayers to him in a 
language which they did not then understands And what 
then, doth he not permit a great many things which lie doth 
by no means allow ? Notwithstanding this permission, it 
might, for anything that appears from it, he in God’s esteem, 
either a great fault in their Rabbins, that they did not translate 
their public prayers into the new vulgar, or a great fault in 
the people, that‘they did not take care to transmit to posterity 
their knowledge of the old Hebrew ; and perhaps it might, be 
a fault in both. And doth it follow, that because God per¬ 
mitted them to he faulty, therefore he approved their fault ? 
The questiou is, whether God did approve this their prac¬ 
tice or no i And till it appears that he did, God’s permission 
of it is a very fallacious proof of his approbation. For it is 
evident from the many severe animadversions our Saviour 
made upon the practices of that Church, that God for a long 
time did permit a great many corruptions hi it; and for all 
that yet appears, this may be one of them, and a very great 
one too ; and till such time as i|us proved to be no corruption, 
no argument of the lawfulness of it can be fetched from God’s 
permission. Allowing therefore the matter of fact to be true, 
vis. that the Jewish Church for fourteen generations celebrated 
her public services in a language that was unknown to the 
people, it is certain that for several generations the Roman 
.Church had practised the same: why then may wc not as well 
argue the lawfulness of it from the practice of the latter 
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Church, as of the former, and so bring the thing in question 
for a proof of itself; than which nothing can be more extra¬ 
vagant from all the laws of disputation: but this, saith our 
author, “was practised in the Jewish Church before the eyes 
of Christ and his Apostles, and they never did in the least re¬ 
prehend it.” Supposing this at present to be true, which (as 
I shall shew by and by) is notoriously false; yet even from 
hence there is no necessity of consequence that therefore the 
thing is lawful, until it be first proved, that there is nothj^g 
can be unlawful but what our Saviour or his Apostles have 
expressly reprehended; and this I doubt can never lie proved: 
for how doth it appear that our Saviour reprehended e\ery 
# single corruption in the Jewish Church ? And if he did not, it is 
possible that this might be one of her corruptions, though our 
Saviour never reprehended it; perhaps there might be some 
things in her worship so very absurd, as that they needed no re¬ 
prehension, they being a sufficient, reprehension to themselves ; 
and amoug this number of things, her praying in an unknown 
tongue (supposing she was guilty of it) may, 1 think, as 
fairly claim a place, as most things we can imagine; so that 
at best this argument concludes hut contingently. Had our 
Saviour judged this practice mi lawful, it maybe he would have 
reproved it, and it may he he would not, either because he 
looked upon it as a practice that sufficiently exposed itself, or 
for some other reason, which we at this distance cannot, arrive 
to: but on the other hand, God’s delivering to the Jews their 
public service in their native language, is an unanswerable ar¬ 
gument, that it was his will that they should offer up their 
prayers to him in a language that they understood ; for he did 
not barely permit this to be done, but be himself chose to do 
it, by the advice and approbation of bis own all-comprehending 
reason, which upon lull consultation of wdiat was best and fittest 
to be done, determine him to inspire those prayers they used 
in their own language, rather than in a language that was un¬ 
known to them ; and seeing all languages are alike known and 
easy to him, why should he expose to dictate their prayers in 
a known language, rather than in an unknown, bad it been in¬ 
different to him whether they prayed to him in the one or the 
otherTo be sure, his design in giving them their prayers in 
their own language, and no other, was, that they should pray 
to him in their own language, and not in any other which they 
did not understand; that so understanding all along what they- 
prayed for, 1 heir hearts might be duly affected with the matter 
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of their prayers ; and if this were his design, then to be sure 
prayers in an unknown tongue are a direet contradiction there¬ 
unto. God’s giving the Jews therefore their holy prayers in 
Hebrew, which was then their native tongue, is as plain an ar¬ 
gument that it was his will and intention that the people 
should offer up their prayers to him in a language which they 
best understood; as the Church of England’s publishing her 
prayers in English, is, that her members should from hcnce- 
fpftli no longer pray in an unknown tongue ; and therefore, 
though afterwards, during their captivity, their native language 
was altered; yet seeing they had no reason to apprehend that 
God’s will and intention was altered, they ought to have pur¬ 
sued that, and to have translated their prayers into their own 
vulgar, supposing that they had lost the knowledge of their 
old Hebrew. They Jknew well enough that the reason why 
God iirst inspired their prayers in the Hebrew tongue, was not 
because it was Hebrew, out of any particular respect he had 
to that language more than to any other, but because it was 
their native language which they all understood ; and there¬ 
fore as soon as they ceased to understand the Hebrew, those 
who were tlieir guides and pastors ought to have proceeded 
upon God’s reason, and to have translated their prayers out of 
Hebrew into their new native tongue ; there being the very 
same reason why the people should understand their prayers 
now when they spoke Chaldee, as there was when they spoke 
Hebrew. To illustrate this argument by a plain instance: the 
wisdom of our ancestors hath thought fit to publish our statute 
laws in English, for this reason, because they intended the 
people should so far at least understand them, as to know how 
to govern their actions by them. Now suppose that hereafter 
England (which God forbid) should be conquered by some 
neighbouring nation, and thereupon receive the language of the 
couqueror, and in process of time the common people (though 
continuing still under the same laws) should quite forget to speak 
and understand English; in this case, if the reason of pub¬ 
lishing the laws at first in English were good, it certainly holds 
as good for the translating them into the new language of 
England, there being the same reason why the people should 
understand their laws when they speak French, or Spanish, or 
Italian, as when they spoke English. This consideration I 
have the longer insisted on, because, if 1 mistake not, it de¬ 
stroys the whole force of our author’s argument, supposing the 
whole matter of fact, from which he argues, to be true. But 
then, 
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Secondly, It is further to be considered, that it doth not at 
all appear, that in this captivity the old Hebrew was so uni¬ 
versally lost as is pretended, but rather the contrary : for con¬ 
sidering that throughout all this captivity, the Jews continued 
firm and stedfast to their religion, the precepts and institutions 
whereof were recorded in no other language but their old native 
Hebrew, they could not but apprehend themselves very highly 
concerned to preserve and continue it; seeing without it they 
could have no access to their sacred oracles; which for the 
conduct of their lives and actions, they had such frequent 
occasions to consult: for, for a nation to lose or preserve a 
language, which is the sole repository of the religion to w hich 
they zealously and devoutly adhere, must doubtless be very far 
from a thing indifferent to them ; it being impossible for men 
that arc truly zealous for their religion, not to he very tenacious 
of the language in which its laws are contained, when they atv 
to be found in no other language; and this, as our author 
grants, was the case of the Jews, when they were led capthe 
into Babylon ; whither they carried no other language with 
them but their native Hebrew: but then considering the 

, u 

strange, if not, superstitious veneration which the Jews have 
always retained for the Hebrew, it is not to be imagined that 
they would easily part with it; for they always looked upon it 
as the peculiar language of God, and consequently as having in 
it something more sacred than any other language in the 
world; insomuch that they esteemed the holy Scripture itself 
to be much more holy in the original Hebrew, than when it 
was translated into another language, and that the nobility of 
those sacred books was very much diminished when any 
change was made in their language or characters :* and is it 
likely that they, who had so high an esteem of this language, 
should be remiss in their care of preserving it, especially con¬ 
sidering that it was the only language in which the sacred 
oracles of their religion were contained ? This, to bo sure, 
must necessarily render all those, who had any sense of 
religion, very careful and solicitous to preserve it; and accord¬ 
ingly we find, the Jews of all ages to he very careful in this 
matter. Thus Theodoretf tolls us, “ Other nations have their 
children speaking quickly in their own mother-tongue; but 
there are no children of the Hebrews, who naturally speak the 

* Vicl. Dr. Li^liHoot, vol. 2. p. 803, and 801. 
f Tht:ocl. iu Qme.st. m lix. GO, [Interi*. Gl. p. 7.3. llal. 17G9.J 
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Hebrew tongue, but the language of the country where they 
were born. Afterwards when they grow up, they are taught 
the letters, and learn to read the holy Scripture in the Hebrew 
tongue.” And one of their llabbins in lhrke Avoth, tells 
us,* “ that they taught their children the Scriptures at five 
years old that is, to read the Scripture in the Hebrew 
language ; and to this day the Jews are very careful to teach 
their children Hebrew, that so they may be capable to read 
and understand the Scriptures; and if now they teach them 
Hebrew, when it is so difficult for them, the languages where 
they are born and bred having no affinity with it, how much 
more would they do it then, when it was so very easy, the 
Chaldee, which was the language of Babylon, being of all 
tongues in the world the nearest akin to the Hebrew, its letters 
being all the same with the Hebrew, and abundance of its 
words being derived from Hebrew originals, and only differing 
from them either in their declension or formation ; wlmt their 
diffi rent declensions are, the common rules of the Chaldee 


language declare ; and as for their different formations, it con¬ 
sists either in changing or transposing the letters of the radical 
words, or in detracting from, or adding to them, or in the 
transmutation of the vowels ; the main of all which differences 


are reducible to a few short and easy rules;-j- So that supposing 
the Chaldee to have been the vulgar language of the Hebrews ; 
yet by reason of the near alliance of those two languages, they 
might, witli as much ease, have taught their children the pure 
T1 ebrew, as the Scots can theirs to understand pure English. 
And is it likely that they', who are now so very' careful to teach 
it to their children when it is so difficult, should then neglect 
it when it was so easv ? But ns for that assertion of our 

a/ 

author, vh. that “in this captivity they lost the knowledge of 
their old Hebrew:” though I cannot but look upon it as ft 
most absurd falsehood ; yet I confess, in him it is very pitiable, 
it being his misfortune to be imposed upon by much abler 
heads than his own ; and particularly by Belliirmine,}: from 
whom he commonly borrows all his Scripture-proofs and argu¬ 
ments. But how far this assertion is from any probable show 
of truth, will, l doubt not, sufficiently appear upon a close 
inquiry into the matter: for considering the duration of this 


* IYrek. 1. 

f Yid. Buxtorf. observat. Comtnun. Lexio. Ohuldaic. prefuix!* 
J De Verb. Dei. lib. 2. cap. 1. [ut supia, p. it. col. 1*J 
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captivity, it is hardly conceivable how in such a short space of 
time they should lose the knowledge oi’ their native Hebrew 
(though they had industriously endeavoured it), for a native 
language is not soon worn out, but must pass into disuse by 
slow and insensible degrees : for some considerable time to be 
sure the generality of the people must continue to speak it, 
because as yet they can speak no other; and after they have 
been a little initiated into a new language, they will, for a long 
time, be a| where they know they are understood, to be 
speaking their old, that being as yet much more natural and 
easy to them, and so it must be a considerable time before 
they can be supposed to forget it. Thus when the Jews were 
led captive into Babylon, they carried thither no other language 
with them, hut only their own native Hebrew; and therefore 
some tune after they must necessarily speak it, or live in a 
state of perpetual silence; and after they had got some smat¬ 
tering of the Chaldee, to be sure they expressed themselves in 
it with a great deal of difficulty ; and therefore there is no 
doubt, but among themselves and in their families, they rather 
chose to converse in their native Hebrew, this being as vet far 
more familiar to them than the Chaldee ; and by commonly 
speaking Hebrew in their families, they could not but propa¬ 
gate flic knowledge of it to their children. Now this captivity 
continuing hut seventy years at most, it is probable that a 
great, many of the first generation survived it; and liow is it 
imaginable that they should forget the Hebrew, which was 
their native language, and in which, having yet no other lan¬ 
guage, they were forced to converse for several of those seventy 
years ? By reason of which, the next generation, which made 
up a great part of those who returned from this captivity, must 
also be supposed to have imbibed the Hebrew from their 
parents; many of whom, to be sure, especially of tlic ruder 
sort, had for several years no other language to converse in : 
so that supposing them to have been indifferently affected to 
their new Chaldee and their old Hebrew language ; yet must 
their seventy years captivity he elapsed, before they could be 
so wholly accustomed to the one, as quite to forget the other. 
And fliis will yet more evidently appear, if we consider that 
this very same people continued captive in Egypt for the space 
of 200 years ; and yet in all this long tract of time they lost 
not their native Hebrew, but, as all agree, brought it hack 
along with them into the land of Canaan. And is it not very 
sf range, that they who preserved it in one captivity of 200 
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years duration, should quite lose it in another of seventy, when 
they had all tin 1 advantages of preserving it in the latter, that 
theyliad in the former ? There is no doubt hut in both they 
intermingled their Hebrew with some words and phrases of 
the respective languages of those countries ; and that they did 
so is notorious of this later captivity in Babylon, from whence 
they brought several Chaldee words, of which there are sundry 
instances in the New Testament, such as Bethesda, Golgotha, 

, Akeldama, &c. which yet arc said 'Vfipaiffri Xtyur&a iy v< to be so 
called in the Hebrew tongue,” because by common use they 
were adopted into the Hebrew, eveu as “ debauch,” “ intrigue,” 
“ embarrassment,” &c. are now adopted into the English : but 
yet the deriving these foreign words into them, render neither 
the oil* nor the other a new r language; still the former con¬ 
tinued Hebrew, as the latter continues English. And though 
perhaps every ordinary Jew understood not those Chaldee 
words, any more than every ordinary Englishman these French 
words ; yet still the one understood Hebrew, as well as the 
other understands English. But that tlic Jews retained 
their knowledge of the ancient Hebrew under and a long 
while after this captivity, is evident not only from the reason of 
the thing, but from much better authority than can be pre¬ 
tended for the contrary : for the main authority which the 
contrary opinion depends on is that of the Jewish doctors, 
many of whom understood very little of their own antiquities ; 
and though in those collections of their writings from whence 
these authorities ore cited, it caimot he denied hut that there 
are some things truly ancient, yeFeveu these aye so notoriously 
sophisticated with the inventions of their modern Rabbins, 
that there is nardlv any relying upon them for the truth of 
matters of fact: and yet Barradius* quotes one Rabbi Simon, 
who affirms that “ nullo tempore nee scribendi nee loquendi 
modus mutatus est; that there never was any time wherein 
► the manner of either writing or speaking Hebrew was altered.” 
Which, if true, was a plain argument, that in all those times 
the Jews had never disused themselves from speaking it; and 
if what Hurandusf saith were, true, viz. that “the Jews that 
were christened had their service in the Hebrew tongue,” it is 
certain that in that time the Hebrew was the vulgar language 
of the Jews; and that it was so even in St. Jerome’s time, at 


* Bamulius, lib. 5. cap. 24. Tvol. 1. p. 263. col. 2. 1742.1 

t Lib. 4. c. 1. 
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least of a great many of the Palestine .lews, is evident from 
that passage of his about Paula’s funeral,* “Tota ad funus 
ejus Palsestinarum urbium turba convenit llebraeo, Grieco, 
Latino, Syroque sernione, psahni in ordine persouabant,” i. e. 
“ The whole multitudes of the cities of Palestine met at 
Paula's funeral, and sang Psalms in order, in the Hebrew, 
Greek, Latin, and Syrian tongues.” So that it seems in those 
days the Hebrew was as much the common language of some 
cities in Palestine, as the Greek, and Latin, and Syriac, was of 
others. And St. Ambrose speaking of the Jewish converts, 
hath this passage if- “Ili ex Ilehraus erant, qui aliquando 
Syria lingua, pJemmque llehrma, in traelatibus et ohlationihus 
utehantur ;' i. e. “ These wen Jews, who in their sermons 
and oblations used sometimes the {Syrian, hut most commonly 
the Hebrew language.” Prom whence it is evident, that 
Hebrew was then more common among them than the Svriac. 
Against all this, it is objected by Bdlarmine and our author, 
that when the Jews returned from this captivity mto their 
own country, Ksdras “ was forced by himself and others, to 
make the law he interpreted to them,” Mehcm.viii. KL Prom 
whence they infer, that the Jews dal no< then understand the 
Hebrew tongue, in which the law was read to them. But 
what if by interpreting, we understand not eon.*,truing the 
words, hut explaining the sense of tin* law? M’liy truly then 
this doughty argument vanishes in fmho. But that so it is, is 
evident from vcr. S, where it is sud, that “they read in the 
book of the Jaw of (Lid dbhurth, and gave the sense, and 
caused them to understand The reading,” or meaning of what 
they read. Put still our anther, from Bcllurmine Ins oracle, 
objects, “ tliat when our Saviour upon the cross, did in the 
old Hebrew of the Psalm sav, as it was first written, PJi, Eli, 
lama sabachthani,St. Matthew, who did write his Gospel in that 
new kind of Hebrew the Svriac, which was vulgarly spoken by 
tin* Jews in those davs, is forced to interpret these words, say¬ 
ing, which is being interpreted. My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ! For which reason also he interpreted 
several other Hebrew words, which is a manifest sign that they 
could not he understood by the Jews, in whose language he 
did write, without interpretation.” But now suppose, in the 
first place, that these words of our Saviour upon the cross 


* Huron, in Epitaph. Paul. fvol. 1. p. 717. Yeron, 1731.J 
+ In 1 tor. 11, [u>J. 2, Append, p. 157. Par. hdMl.j 
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were Syriac, ami not the old Hebrew, as our author from 
Bcllarminc will needs have them; why then it will very un¬ 
luckily follow, that the Jews understood not Syriac, which yet 
both he and Bellarmine will needs have to be their vulgar 
language in our Saviour’s time. For what need had St. 
Matthew to interpret Syriac words to the Jews, if at that time 
their vulgar language' was Syriac ? But if instead of “ Eli, 
Eli,” as it is in St. Matthew, the words of our Saviour were 
“ Eloi, Eloi,” as St. Mark reports them, the whole sentence is 
Syriac ; and seeing the latter part is so, X sho.hl think it more 
reasonable to conclude the former so too, loan make our 
Saviour speak two different languages in so short, a sentence. 
But suppose that for once we should he so civil as to allow the 
whole to be Hebrew; yet St. Matthew’s interpreting it doth 
by no means infer that the Jews of that age did not understand 
Hebrew : for what, if . Matthew wrote his Gospel in Greek, 
and not in Syriac, as our author affirms l Why truly then he is 
utterly undone again ; for then all that can he inferred from 
St. Malthew’s interpreting those Hebrew words, is, that all 
that understood Greek did not undersland Hebrew; or at 
most, that there were some of tin; Ilelenistieal Jews that lived 
abroad in Gentile countries, who sinee the translation of their 


Scriptures into Greek (which was then the most universal 
language in rim world) had quite forgot the Hebrew', and that 
tor their saC-s : i was (hat. St. Matthew interpreted those 
Hebrew' words of our Saiiour; either of which we may safely 
grant, wit lung the least damage to our cause, or advantage ro 


our adversaries. Now that St. Matthew did write his Gospel 
in Greek is the current opinion of a great many learned men, 
both in his Chinch and ours; which opinion of theirs is 
founded upon such arguments as, 1 am apt to think, will 
puzzle much wiser heads than his to answer : for upon the 
rise of the Grecian Empire, the Greek language was so far 
diffused through all the Eastern countries, that it became 
almost their universal mother-language, and particularly in 
Judea, where by their own llabbins it is styled the mother- 
language,* it being, in all probability, the language which 
they ordinarily spoke when they conversed either with their 
brethren the lleletiists, or with ‘foreigners, even as Lingua 
Franca is now ordinarily spoken by the natives all along the 
Straits, in the converse with foreigners, though it he not their 


* Vitl. Light foot, vol. 2. p. 103. 
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native language; and from Pilate’s writing the title or accusa¬ 
tion of Christ upon his cross, in those three languages, 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, it seems very probable that they 
were all three very commonly understood by many, if not most 
of the Jews; for St. John tells us that “ many of them read 
it, and it was written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin and 
therefore if they read it as it was written, they read it in all 
those languages, and consequently understood them all; for 
as for the Greek, Cicero tells us, “ that it was understood 
almost among all nations.”* And St. Jerome, speaking of 
the Galatian^ tells ns, “Exccpto sermonc Graeco, quo omuis 
oriens loquitur, propriam linguam, eandem habere quam Tre- 
viros i. e. ** that besides the Greek tongue, which all the 
East spoke, they had their own proper language, which was 
the very same with that that was spoken at Trovers.” And 
as the Jews commonly spoke and understood the Greek, so 
they preferred it before all other languages in the world but 
the Hebrew, styling it “ the fairest of the tongues which 
belong to the sons of Japlict,” ami affirming that “ the law 
eould not be translated according to what was needful for it 
into any other language hut Greek.Seeing therefore the 
Greek was so universally understood, and so highly celebrated 
by the Jews of that age, it is highly probable that St. Matthew, 
who wrote his Gospel purely for the Jews, chose rather to 
write it in this language than in any other, this being most 
universally understood by them, it being the mother-language 
of the Xlelenistii al Jew r s, anika language which a great part of 
the Hebrew Jews understood and could speak upon occasion ; 
besides which, in most of those places which St. Matthew cites 
out of the Old Testament, he follows the Greek translation of 
the LXX, and not the original Hebrew ; which in all proba¬ 
bility be would not have done, had he written in Hebrew, the 
latter being of much more authority among the Jews than the 
former; upon which account, it would doubtless have been 
more advisable for him, had he written in Hebrew, to transcribe 
the Hebrew text, than to translate the Greek text into Hebrew. 
Upon these and some other reasons, a great many learned men 
art of opinion that St. Matthew wrote his Gospel in Greek; 
and if this be true, then all the sputter that Beliarmine makes 

* Cicero pro Archia. 

t tn Ftotrm. 2. Jib. Comment. Epist. ad Galat. fut .supra. \ol. 7. p. 
430.J + Ugktfoot, vul. 2. p. 103. 
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about his translating Hebrew words amounts to no more than 
this, that the Uelenistical Jews, a great part of them at least, 
and Gentile Greeks, did not understand Hebrew : and this, if 
it be worth their acceptance, we readily grant, and much good 
may it do them, provided always that the Hebrew Jews, who 
had their Scriptures in Hebrew, may be allowed to understand 
Hebrew ; as there is no doubt but the Uelenistical Jews did 
Greek, who had their Scriptures in Greek ; for then both of 
them must have had their sendee in a known tongue. 

Thirdly, Supposing that after this captivity the Jews did not 
understand Hebrew, yet the reason why they translated not 
their Scriptures, wherein their public service was contained, 
into tlieir new vulgar, was peandiar to themselves, and such as 


is by no means justifiable upon Christian principles. There 
was a superstitious opinion, of very ancient date, received 
among the di\ines of all religions, that some languages were 


in themselves more sacred than others; and hence it was, that 


in their religion they retained certain names, which they called 
"Atrrifxa ovofiara, i.e. names without signification, such as 
Mew, Threw, Mor, Phor, Jax, Asaph, Threux, Zook, and the 
like ; which being borrowed from those sacred languages, they 
thought unlawful to translate, and so at last lost the significa¬ 
tion of them. And Jamblichus, in answer to that question. 
Why, among the significant divine names they preferred these 
barbarous ones before tlieir own, tells us, ’'Port c,i kcu rovrov 


fiv/TTiKut; Xoyoc. Atari cat ra tv teptov tOya>r t uxnrtp A'lyvirritvi' tc 
kcxi Aavvptiov, ol Seal rtjp vXr/y cuiXektov ttpoirpcTrij Kartct ii,av. 
cut tovto KUt Tar KOLvaXoylar orofifOa ?)tiv rij trvyyfrei 

7rpnr rove Stove Xit,u 7rpa(T(j)Epftv,* i.e . “ The reason of which 
matter is mystical, viz. because the gods do esteem the lan¬ 
guages of the sacred nations, such as the Egyptians and 
Assyrians, to be wholly sacred; and therefore we conceive 
that our discourses with the gods ought, as much as may be, 
to be performed in these sacred languages, which are so near 
akin to them.” Where under the Assyrians he includes Jews, 
who had such an high opinion of the sacredness of their own 
above all other languages, that, as our learned Lightfoot 
observes,f it is disputed by them, whether it he lawful to 
snatch the holy hooks out of the fire on the Sabbath-day, 
when it cannot be done without some labour; and it is con¬ 


cluded, without all scruple, that if they be wrote in Hebrew, 


* De Myst. Sect. 7. cap. 4. 


t Vol. 2. p. 801. 
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they ouglit to be snatched out; but if in any other language 
or character, it is doubted : and Rabbi Jose affirms they are 
not to be snatched out, nor would they tolerate, as he there 
observes, the version of the book of Job in the Chaldee lan¬ 
guage, much less the version of the Law and the Prophets 
into any more remote and heathen language. This therefore 
was one reason why they were so shy of translating their Scrip¬ 
tures into any other language, because they looked upon all 
other language as too profane to express their sacred oracles. 
As for the Hebrew, they tell us that it is Lingua (hom'dus 
areata, et osmium perfectissma, ef rebus ipsis convenientis- 
sinia; anti that Angeli majorem ejus rafionem ha bent quam 
aliarum ,* that it is a language of God’s creating, and of 
all others the most perfect, and agreeable to the nature of 
things; that the angels themselves have a higher venera¬ 
tion for it than for any other ; and upon this superstitious 
apprehension, they looked upon it as a kind of profanation of 
the holy books to translate them into any other language : 
which is such a reason as cannot, with any modesty, be pre¬ 
tended by the Romanists against our translating the Scripture 
into vulgar languages, and much less against having our 
public prayers in a known tongue ; for sure they will not 
pretend, cither that their Latin is a more sacred language than 
another, or that their prayers, which arc .for the most part of 
human composure, are too sacred to be expressed in vulgar 
languages. 

Rut then the other and main reason why the Jews were so 
averse to the translating their Scriptures out of Hebrew, was, 
that they looked upon the Scripture as their own proper 
treasure ,* by being possessed of which, they thought them¬ 
selves advanced to a higher pitch of glory than any other 
nation, and therefore they could not endure to think of com¬ 
municating it to the heathen, whom they despised and abomi¬ 
nated ; they looked upon it as a high profanation of the 
sacred mysteries, to expose them to the view of the Gentile 
world, anil to cast such precious pearls before such unclean 
swine, as they esteemed all nations but their own. And there¬ 
fore* when they were forced against their wills, by Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, to translate their Scriptures into Greek, that 
day they accounted as bitter unto Israel as the day wherein 
the golden calf was made, and for a long while after they kept 


* Lib. Cofri p, 4. 
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an annual fast to bewail that work of the translation ; and in 
the translation itself they used an unpricked Bible, in which 
the words being written without vowels, they might the better 
distort them divers ways, and into different senses from the 
original; and if they were questioned, might point them so as 
to make them agree with their false translation; by which 
means they industriously concealed a great deal of the true 
sense of their Scriptures from the Gentiles. But how unjus¬ 
tifiable soever this reason might be in the Jews (who were the 
peculiar people of God, inclosed by the laws of their religion 
from all sacred communication with any other nations, and 
with whom the Gentile world was legally unclean), to he sure 
now the middle w'all of partition is broken down, and the Gen¬ 
tiles received into free participation of all the privileges of the 
Church of God, no Christian Church or people can pretend to 
it; and unless the learned part of the Church of Home, who 
understand Latin, can advance the same pretence that the Jews 
did, rh. that they are the peculiar people of God, and that all 
illiterate Christians are to he looked upon and treated as un¬ 
clean heathens, and strangers and aliens to the commonwealth 
of their Israel, it w ill doubtless he highly impious, as well as 
uncharitable, for them to pretend to act upon this Jewish 
reason. Seeing therefore the Jews, in not translating their 
Scriptures, acted upon such reasons as no Christian people 
can pretend to, their example can he no warrant for any 
Christian Church to follow them : for it is the reason of 
human actions that either justifies or condemns them; and 
therefore, though we should suppose these Jewish reasons to 
he just and good in their state and circumstances, yet this can 
be no warrant for any Christian Church to act upon them, 
unless its state and circumstances were the same : hut if the 
state of all Christian Churches he in both these respects 
directly contrary to that of the Jewish; that is, if all their 
languages are equally holy, and all the people that speak them 
are equally entitled to the privileges of the Church of God, 
then the same reasons that obliged the Jewish Church to do 
as they did, oblige all Christian Churches to do the contrary ; 
and consequently, the same reasons which obliged the J(wish 
Church not to translate her Scriptures and divine offices out of 
Hebrew^ into other languages, do equally oblige the Homan 
Church to translate her Scriptures and divine offices out of 
Latin, into the vulgar languages of all other Churches in 
communion with her: and thus their mighty argument recoils 
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upon themselves, which is all that men usually get by endea¬ 
vouring to colour their foul practices with false pretences. 

Fourthly and lastly. That supposing that after this captivity 
the Jews did not understand the Hebrew ; yet, whenever their 
Scriptures and divine offices were read to them in Hebrew, 
they had them always interpreted to them into their 
vulgar languages. After the Hebrew ceased to be the vulgar 
language of the Hebrew Jews, which in all probability was 
long after the days of our Saviour and his Apostles, they still 
Continued in their synagogues to read the Scripture to the 
people in the original Hebrew ; the understanding as well as 
speaking of which being in process of time in a great measure 
lost among the vulgar, they appointed in all their synagogues an 
interpreter, who being skilled in the tongues, was to stand by 
him that read the law, and to render, verse by verse, what was 
read out of the Hebrew into the mother-tongue ; concerning 
which interpretation there were sundry and accurate canons 
made by their doctors; as particularly this, “ He that reads 
in the law, let him not read at one time more than one verse to 
the interpreter,” for which they give this reason, “ lest the 
interpreter mistake.” Rv which practice of theirs it is evident, 
that though for the above-named reasons they were very averse 
to the translating their Scriptures out of the Hebrew, yet they 
looked upon it as absolutely necessary in their public worship 
for tlie people to hear them in their mother-tongue, that so 
they might both understand God’s will from his own word, 
and be able to join with understanding in those Scripture- 
prayers and thanksgivings of which their public worship did 
consist. Which practice of theirs effectually condemns the 
practice of the Church of Rome, which never takes any care to 
interpret her Latin prayers to the people, though the far 
greatest part of them understand Latin no more than the 
Jewish vulgar in those days did Hebrew ; and therefore it is 
very impertinent in the Roman doctors to urge this example of 
the Jews in the vindication of their Latin service ; for if the 
example were good, they are obliged to follow it in one part as 
well as another ; nor will it at all justify them, that the Jews as 
'well as they read their public prayers to the people in an un¬ 
known tongue, unless they, as well as the Jews, interpret their 
prayers to the people in their mother-tongue, which I doubt 
would be a task too big for the skill of many a mass-priest; 
among sundry of whom, if I am not misinformed by their own 
authors, Latin is a very scarce commodity, insomuch that the 
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priest understands no more wlmt he reads than the people 
what they hear, and so “ the blind lead the blind!” God avert 
the eon sequence. 

And now by this time I think 1 may presume upon it that 
I have given a full and satisfactory answer to this so much 
celebrated argument of our authors; upon which I have the 
longer insisted because I find it so often repeated by their 
writers, and so little taken notice of by ours. And if after 
they have given us so many dishes of their twice twenty times 
boiled coleworts, there he any remaining reason to expect from 
them a modester usage for the future, 1 would very fain hope, 
that before they repeat this argument again, they will think 
themselves obliged to return some fair reply to this answer. 

II. I now proceed, in the second place, to consider parti¬ 
cularly those texts of S^mipture which they urge in defence of 
their Latin service. And the only texts insisted on, eithft- by 
the Catholic Scripturist, or Touchstone, after the most diligent 
inquiry they could make among their own authors, are Levit. 
xvi. 17, and Luke i. 8. In the first of which it is said, “Let 
bo mau he in the tabernacle when the high-priest, goeth in to 
make an atonement in the holy place, until he come out and 
hath made an atonement for himself and for his household, 
and for all the congregation of Israel.” In the second we are 
told, that while Zaeharias “ executed the priest’s office before 
God, his lot being to burn incense when he went into the 
temple of the Lord, the whole multitude of the people A\erc 
praying without at the time of incense.” But what consequence, 
I beseech you, can be drawn from hence to justify the use of 
public prayers in an unknown tongue? “Why,” saith the 
Scripturist, “ sec you uot here public prayers made expressly 
for the whole assembly ; and yet none of the assembly per¬ 
mitted to hear or see what there was done by the priest to God 
for them, even then when the priest made an atonement for 
himself, his household, and all the congregation of Israel!” 
And then saith the Touchstone, “ All the people were without, 
and the priest within; how then did they understand him ? 
therefore the public service of the Church may be said as all 
the people understand it not.” But what most wretched con¬ 
sequence this is, will, 1 doubt not, sufficiently appear upon 
these following considerations. 

1. That it doth not appear that in the performance of this 
sacred office there was any vocal prayer used, either by the 
high priests ou the great day of expiation, or by the priest in 

VOL. vix. a 
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the morning and evening incense. The Seripturist, by falsi¬ 
fying the words of Lcvit. xvi. 17, would fain insinuate that the 
high priest, when he went into the holy of holies, offered up 
some public vocal prayer there for the people ; for instead of 
“ Let no man go into the tabernacle of the congregation when 
the high priest goeth in to make atonement in the holy place,” 
he reads, “When the high priest goeth in to pray for himself 
and his house,” &c. From whence he infers, “ See you not 
here public prayer made expressly for the whole assembly ?” &c. 
WTiereas in reality there was no public prayer made either by 
him or by the priest during the celebration of these sacred rites ; 
all that the high priest did during his abode in the holy of 
holies (into which he entered with a censer of coals in one 
hand, and a dish of incense in the other), was offering the in¬ 
cense, and sprinkling the blood of the sacrifices. When he 
offered the incense lie entered in with a censer of coals in one 
hand, and a dish of incense in the other, with which he went 
up to the ark ; and there having set down his coals, he emptied 
the incense into his hands and laid it on the coals ; and 
having staid there till the room was full of smoke, he returned 
backwards from within the vail with his face still towards the 
ark. But all this while we do not find that ever he spoke one 
syllable ; it is true when he was come out of the holy of holies, 
the Hebrew doctors tell us, he made a short prayer; but this 
he pronounced so audibly that the people heard him, and were 
thereby satisfied that he w r as not dead in the temple ;* and then 
when he went in again with the blood of the sacrifice, all that lie 
did w r as to spriukle it eight times, once upwards, and seven 
times downwards, between the bars of the ark, and so he re¬ 
turned as before, without offering up one syllable of public 
prayers. It is true, at the killing the sacrifices, both for him¬ 
self and for the people, he made a public confession, both of 
his own and the people’s sins ; but this he performed in their 
presence and hearing. And in the close of the solemnity, he 
offered up eight several prayers; but this he also performed 
before the whole -congregation. So that all the public prayers 
he offered were- made in the sight and hearing of the people, 
that so they might all join with him, which is a much better 
argument that all public prayers ought to be performed in the 
sight and hearing of the people, and neither muttered in a low 
voice so that the people cannot hear them, nor pronounced in 
an unknown tongue, so as that they were as good not hear 

* Vid, Maimon. jom, Hakipparim, c. 4. sect. 1. 
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ijcin; then the high priest’s retiring from the sight of the 
people in the performance of those sacred rites is, that the 
public prayers may be lawfully so performed as that the people 
canuot understand them, which indeed is no argument at all, 
seeing in the performance of these sacred rites no public prayers 
were used. 

And then as for the priest’s offering the daily incense, the 
manner of it was thus, as the Hebrew doctors inform us. After 
the ashes were gathemhfrom off* the altar by one priest into a 
golden vessel, another brought a vessel full of incense, and a 
third a censer with fire, and put coals upon the Altar ; upon 
which these three bowed themselves and went out; and then a 
fourth, whose office it was to burn the incense, upon warning 
given by the president, strewed it on the fire; at which all the 
people withdrew out qf, the temple from between the porch and 
the altar, and fell to their prayers ; and then when the priest 
had burnt the incense, he bowed himself and went his way.* 
In all which account there is not the least syllable of any public 
prayer that was offered by him. It is true, his offering the 
incense was a symbolical prayer, signifying his offering up the 

H ers of$fhe people by way of intercession; hut this, as I 
shew by and by, was peculiar to his office ; and the people 
having no part in it, it was no way necessary they should be 
present at it; but if they had had their part in it, they could 
as easily join with him when they saw him not as if they had 
seen him ; for they knew as well what he was doing as if they 
had been present with him; they certainly knew that when 
the president gave the signal, “Sir, offer,” he immediately 
strewed the incense on the coals, and therewithal offered up 
their prayers unto God. For sure a common symbol of every 
day’s use is much more easy to be understood by illiterate 
people than a Latin prayer; the action spoke as plain to them, 
and was as well understood by them as their mother-tongue ; 
they saw r their priests carry the coals and incense into the holy 
place, and they knew it was in order to offering it up to God 
for them; they heard the president command the priest to 
offer, and thereupon did as certainly know that he offered it, 
as if they had seen him do it. So that their not see¬ 
ing him do it, did not at all obscure the meaning of that 
sacred rite from them, as an unknown tongue must neces¬ 
sarily do the meaning of the prayers expressed in it j 

• 

* Vid. Maimon, of the Daily Service, cap. 3. 
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and therefore unless it can be proved that it is as easy 
for our people to understand Latin prayers as it was for the 
Jews to know that their priest was offering incense, and what 
he intended by it, though they saw him not, it will be a mighty 
wide arguing from the one to the other, though we should 
suppose the Jews to be as much obliged to join with their 
priests in that symbolical prayer as we are with ours in our 
vocal prayers. The Jews did not see their priest when he 
offered the incense, but yet very well understood what he was 
doing ; therefore wc who see our priest when lie offers our 
prayers, need not understand what he prays for. Or thus, the 
Jews saw not this symbolical prayer of their priest, which yet 
they understood as well as if they saw it; therefore our vocal 
prayers may be lawfully read to us by our priests in an unknow n 
tongue, which we do not understand at all. A w onderful wise 
consequence this, and such as very well becomes such logicians 
as think themselves bound to say something, even when they 
can say nothing to the purpose. 

2ndly, That the symbolical prayer expressed by this sacred 
action of the priest was peculiar to himself, and the people had 
no part in it; for it is agreed among all Christians that both 
the high priests and priests in these sacred performances were 
types and figures of Jesus Christ, and that particularly in their 
offering the incense they did prefigure his intercession for us ; 
wherein he offers up our prayers to his Father, perfumed and 
hallowed by his meritorious sacrifice, in which it was impos¬ 
sible for the people to bear any part, they being the party in¬ 
terceded for; and seeing the priests only, and not the people, 
were appointed by God to represent by this sacred action our 
Saviour’s intercession lor us, it had been a degree of sacrilege 
in the people to assume any part in it; and seeing they had no 
part in it, what need had they to he present at it? No more 
sure than we have to be present with our Saviour at the right 
hand of his Father, while he is there making intercession for us. 
I Jut doth it follow that because the Jews were not allowed to 
be present at the incense-offering, in which they had no part, 
therefore we Christians are not allowed to be present at the 
public prayers of the Church, in which we have all our parts ? 
No; this our adversaries will by no means allow. And yet 
this (jj J think is a much better consequence than that of our wise 
author’s, viz. “ Therefore the people need not, understand those 
prayers,” seeing it is to no purpose for them to be present at 
prayers which they do not understand. But the people did 
not see what the priest did when lie offered the incense ; and 
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what then ? Why then they did not understand what he did. 
Suppose they did not (which, as I shewed before, is notoriously 
false), doth it follow that because they understood not what 
the priest did when he offered the incense, in which they had 
no part at all, therefore we need not understand the public 
prayers which the priest reads, in which we have all our parts, 
and are obliged to join ? Or, that because the Jewish priest 
did not permit the people to see the incense-offering, which 
was an office peculiar to tlie priesthood ; therefore the Chris¬ 
tian priests need not permit the people to understand the 
public, prayers, which are the common office of all Christian 
people 1 Bare any of our adversaries affirm that Christians are 
no more obliged to pray with their priests in the public 
prayers of the Church than the Jews were to offer incense 
with their priests in their incense-offerings ? No ; though we 
know they are daring enough at a bold assertion ; yet this I am 
apt to think they have hardly the confidence to adventure on. 
Well then, how doth it follow that Christians are not obliged 
to understand what they are obliged to act in ,f . Because the 
Jews were not obliged to understand what they were not 
obliged to act in. Which is as much as to say, because I 
need not understand that which I have nothing to do with, 
therefore there is no necessity I should understand that which 
is my duty. 

3rdly, That the reason why, in this sacred action, the high 
priest and priests withdrew from the sight of the people, was 
wholly mysterious and typical, and as such is not to be urged 
in vindication of Christians praying in an unknown tongue. 
For as the high priest and priests were in this act types and 
representations of our Saviour interceding for us, and offering 
up our prayers, so the holy and most holy place where they 
performed this act were types and representations of heaven 
where he intercedes. The truth of which is so universally 
owned among Christians that I need not insist upon the proof 
of it. The true reason, therefore, why these Jewish priests, 
in their incense-offering, withdrew from the sight of the people 
into the holy and most holy place, was to represent our Saviour’s 
withdrawing himself out of the sight of this lower world into 
the heavenly place, when he ascended thither to intercede for 
us at the right hand of God. Supposing then that the Jewish 
people did not understand what their priest did while he was 
offering the incense, because they did not see him, yet this will 
by no means justify the Christian priests in not permitting the 
people to understand what they say when they offer up tho 
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public prayers, unless they can pretend to have the same reason 
to conceal the prayers from the people, by expressing them in 
an unknown tongue, that the Jewish priests had to conceal the 
incense-offering from their people, by performing it in the holy 
or most holy place. And this, I think, without disparaging 
the confidence of our adversaries, they have not yet forehead 
enough to pretend to. For sure their priests were’ never 
intended for types and shadows of our Saviour; or if they 
were, their reading mass was never’meant to typify the inter¬ 
cession of our Saviour; or if it were, yet their reading mass in 
an unknown tongue was never designed to represent our 
Saviour's ascension into heaven to intercede for us there. Why 
then do they pretend to justify this practice of theirs by the 
example of the Jewish priests, when they have not the least 
shadow of pretence to the reason upon which they acted? 
Suppose we should be so.civil as to grant them, that offering 
the inceuse out of the sight of the people, and offering public 
prayers in an unknown tongue were parallel cases (which I am 
sure is much more than they can justly demand), yet how doth 
the one justify the other? The Jewish priests offered the 
incense out of the sight of the people upon this reason, because 
God required them thereby to prefigure the ascension of our 
Saviour into heaven, there to offer up our prayers to his Father. 
What then, I beseech you i Why -then the Christian priests 
may lawfully offer up the public prayers in an unknown tongue. 
Say you so, beloved ! what, whether they have the same reason 
or no ? Yes, yes, reason or not reason, that is all one. T con¬ 
fess by this way of arguing, one would think so *. but hitherto 
men always fancied that the reason of the law was the law; 
and that when the lawgiver took away the reason, he took away 
the law with it. But our sage authors, it, seems, are resolved 
upon it that the law shall stand in despite of the reason. I 
must needs sav, if the Jews do not thank them for this resolu- 
tion, they are very ungrateful people, seeing it as well esta¬ 
blishes their whole ceremonial law, as this. 

4thly, That during the time of this sacred action the people 
had their prescribed prayers for themselves in a language 
which they understood. So the text tells us, Luke i. 10, 
that “ the whole multitude of the people were prayiug without 
at the time of incense.” And in the 50th of Ecclesiasticus, 
the whole order of this action is thus described : “ The high 
priest Simon, the son of Onias, offering to God the odour of 
sweet smell, the sons of Aaron cried out and sounded with 
trumpets, then all the people together made haste and fell on 
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their faces to the ground, and besought the Lord most high 
in prayer before the merciful, until the ministry of the Lord 
were done,” i. e. the incense consumed, “and then Simon de¬ 
scending,” i. c. from the sanctuary, “ lift up his hands over all 
the congregation of Israel, to give the Lord’s blessing.” From 
whence it is plain that while the incense was offering the people 
had their own peculiar prayers appointed them ; and what they 
were the Hebrew doctors acquaint us, viz. three, which they 
recite, and call “the people’s prayers.”* All which prayers 
being collects of a considerable length, must in all probability 
be indited in a language which they well understood, otherwise, 
as they must have prayed for they knew not what, so it had 
been next to impossible for them to have recited their prayers 
truly, which was a circumstance upon which the Jews did 
nicely (if not superstjtiously) insist in all their public offices. 
So that this argument of our author’s from the incense-offering, 
if they do not handle it more cautiously, will go near to cut the 
throat of their own dear cause. For first, it was no wonder at 
all that the people w ere not permitted to be present with the 
priest in his incense-offering, seeing at the same time they had 
their peculiar offices of prayer appointed them. They were to 
be praying without in the court of the Jews, which, together 
with that of the Gentiles, represented the lower world, while 
the priest was offering within the sanctuary, which represented 
the upper world; the design of which was to represent and 
shadow forth the Christian Church sending up its prayers to 
heaven from this lower world, whilst Jesus, her high priest, is 
offering them up to his Father in the heavenly sanctuary. But 
had the Jewish priest on the one hand, been present with the 
people in their com t without, he could not have represented 
Jesus interceding for his Church in heaven; or had the people 
being present, on the other hand, with the priest in the sanc¬ 
tuary, they could not have represented the Christian Church 
sending up her prayers from earth to heaven. So that the 
nature of this whole mystieal action was such as did require 
the priest and people to be apart while they were performing 
their respective offices. But, I beseech you, what mystical office 
have Christian people in the public prayers that can render it 
as necessary for them not to understand the prayers, as it was 
for the Jewish people not to he present at the incense-offering? 
None at all that ever 1 could hear of, so much as fancied or 


* Vid. Lightfoot, vol. 1. p. 946, 947- 
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pretended to. The Jewish people were obliged by the very 
part they acted in this sacred solemnity to be in a separate 
place from the priest; and therefore till it be proved that 
Christian people have some part allotted them in their public 
worship that equally obligeth them not to understand the lan¬ 
guage of their prayers ; to infer the lawfulness of the latter 
from the former is just as good logic as, the stick stands in the 
chiinnev comer, therefore it must rain to-morrow. 

Hut then, secondly. It is further observable, that there was 
no other ♦ucal prayer used in this sacred solemnity but what 
the people understood; seeing it is evident not only that they 
understood Hebrew in our Saviour’s time (as was proved before), 
which was the language in which their prayers were indited; 
but also that it had been extremely difficult for them truly to 
have recited three such long collects, and utterly impossible to 
have accompanied the matter of them with their devout desires 
and affections (as was just now observed), had they not under¬ 
stood the language in which they were expressed. And if tliis 
be so, then this Scripture instance, which our authors urge in 
their own vindication (if it be considered in all its circumstances), 
argues point blank against them ; for then it will follow from 
it, that though it be not necessary that the people should he 
admitted to see, and (which is more than I need allow) to 
understand every mystic action of. the priest (such as was 
that of the incense-offering); yet it is necessary that they should 
understand the prayers in which they are obliged to join. 

And thus, I think, I have sufficiently answered our adversa¬ 
ries’ texts, which at first view do evidently appear so far from 
their purpose, that their urging them is a plain demonstration 
what a miserable shift they are put to for Scripture proof to 
justify this absurd and uuseriptural practice of their Church. 
For certainly, could they have sheltered it under any fair colour 
of Scripture, they would never have lodged it in such a deplo¬ 
rable refuge, which, instead of defending it, doth only more 
expose it. 

But there is one text more urged by the Scripturist, which 
he mentions so faintly, that it is plain his intent was rather to 
flourish than to fight with it. which I suppose was the reason 
why his modest transcriber, the Touchstone, left it out of his 
copy. The text is Matth. xxi. 16, where, when the children 
cried out in the temple. Hosanna to the Son of l)avid, “though 
they knew not what they said,” saitli our author, “yet Christ 
called it a perfect praise, saying, that Out of the mouths oi 
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infants and sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” But what 
makes our author so confidently affirm, that “ they knew not 
what they said ?” Is it because the text calls them children ? 
However, it is plain they were such children as could go to the 
temple, and consequently could speak, and understand what 
they spoke. Or, is it because Hosanna is an Hebrew word, 
which language, as our author will have it, was not understood 
by the common people, and much less by the children ? Sup¬ 
pose this were true (though we have largely proved the con¬ 
trary), yet why might not those Hebrew children as well 
understand the meaning of Hosanna as ours do of Amen, which 
is an Hebrew word as well as that ? Hosanna was a word of 
that common use, that they called the bundles of houghs, 
which they carried about in the feast of tabernacles. Hosannas ; 
Hosanna, i. e. “ save, 1*beseech thee,” being the form of accla¬ 
mation which the Jews were wont to use in the celebration of 
that feast, and it being the manner of the Jews, as our Light- 
foot, obsenes,* to teach tlieir children from their infancy how to 
manage those bundle of houghs, and in their waving them to 
ery Hosanna, it is very fairly supposable that they did as well 
understand the meaning of the word (allowing that they did 
not understand Hebrew) as our catechised children do the 
meaning of Amen. 

And now seeing our author is so unfortunate as not to he 
able to make out his point by Scripture, he is resolved to try 
what he can do by illustration; for so he gravely tells us, tliatp 
“ a petition w r ell made, even when it is presented by a peti¬ 
tioner, who understands not the language in which the petitiou 
is made, obtains of the king, or emperor, who understands it, 
ns much as if the petitioner had perfectly understood every 
word of it. Even so,” &c. But now suppose this king, or 
emperor, should ask this petitioner: Erieud, do you know 
what it is here you petition for ? And he should answer, 
No, indeed, and it shall please your majesty, I confess I do 
not understand one syllable of what is therein contained; 
whether it be for pardon for some fault, or protection from 
some danger, or for some particular place of preferment, I do 
not know; only this I am informed by those that do under¬ 
stand it, “ that it doth contain a particular praise of your 
majesty,”^ (they are our author’s own words, with the neces¬ 
sary variations) “ and a special worship or honour to your per- 

Vid. Lightfoot, vol. 2. p. 225. t P. 162. t Ibid. 
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son, and a peculiar recommending of my necessities to you; 
and that it is a very decent petition, approved by the company 
of petition-makers, and recommended by all the learned of 
that faculty, who very well understand it,” though I do not. 
I strongly fancy, that how gracious soever our supposed king 
or emperor may be, he would conclude such a petitioner to be 
either a very rude fellow, that came with a design to moek him, 
or a very silly and impertinent one, and treat him accordingly: 
even so, &c. But we have choice of illustrations ; and there¬ 
fore seeing this will not do, let us try another : “ A rich jewel 
(as our author* proceeds) in the hands of an inlant or clown, 
who knows not to penetrate the value of it, doth not for that 
cause cease to be truly of as great value, as when it is in the 
hands of a great jeweller : so Latin prayers in the mouths of 
the vulgar, be as precious in the sight of God (when they be 
said with equal devotion), as when they are in the mouths of 
great scholars.” Very pretty indeed ; hut one misiortune is, 
that this precious jewel is stolen goods, iilched word for word 
from An ton inns.*1* And then there is another worse than this ; 
that when all is done, it is not worth stealing : for as I take 
it, there is a great deal of difference between a good prayer 
and a precious jewel. A jewel is never to be rendered more 
or less precious to another, by anv act of my mind ; nor will 
my desire, or hope, or love, raise the price of it; and whether 
it be in my band, or mouth, or pocket, its value is the same. 
But surely it is not thus with a prayer, the intrinsic value 
whereof principally depends upon the devotional acts of the 
mind. There is no doubt, but the same prayer is much better, 
in God’s esteem, when it is inspired with our faith and hope, 
desire and love, than when it is only written in a hook, or read 
or heard with a cold indifferoncy; and I cannot but think, 
that a good prayer is much more acceptable to God, in a de¬ 
vout man’s mouth, than in his pocket, provided he understands 
it, attends to it, and joins his affections with it; without 
which, it is every whit as acceptable in his pocket as in his 
mouth: for a form of prayer, while it hath none of those 
devotional acts of the mind joined to it, is only the mere car- 
ease of a prayer, without the soul that animates and enlivens 
it; and he who recites it without exerting with it any mental 
act of devotion, doth say a prayer indeed, but he doth by no 
means pray. Bat how can a man exert these devotional acts 


* P. 163. 
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in a form of words which lie doth not understand? How 
can he pray in faith when he knows not what he is to pray 
for ? Ilow can he confess his sins with sorrow and remorse 
of soul, when he confesses he knows not what ? llow can he 
desire or hope for the particular blessings which the prayer 
contains, when he knows not what they are? How can he 
cordially praise or give thanks, when he knows not either what 
it is that lie praises, or what it is that he gi\ es thanks for ? 
Or, how can he know when to confess, or when to petition or 
give thanks, when he knows not whether the prayer that is 
reading be a confession, a petition, or thanksgiving ? And 
then how is it possible for him to attend to a prayer which he 
doth not understand ? He may attend indeed to the sound 
and figure of the words, but not to their sense and meaning. 
And if this he all that is required, a parrot may be as duly 
attentive as a Christian : so that all those devotional acts which 
constitute a form of prayer an actual prayer, are under the 
direction of the understanding; without which they cannot he 
exerted. But how can the understanding direct these acts, 
in a form of prayer which it doth not understand ? How 
can it direct our sorrow or hope, or desire or gratitude, to go 
along with the prayer, when it knows not what sins they are 
that the prayer confesses, or what blessings they are that it 
asks, or returns thanks for? Though our author’s jew r el be 
every whit as precious in the hand of one that understands it 
not, as of one that understands it; yet, by his leave, it is far 
otherwise in a prayer. It may be as good a form of prayer 
indeed in the one hand, as in the other; but by no means so 
good a prayer, or so precious and acceptable in the sight of 
God. The Lord's .Prayer written upon a label, coming out of 
the mouth of our great grandfather’s statue, kneeling on his 
monument, with his hands and eyes lifted up to heaven, is as 
good a form of prayer as when it is pronounced from the 
mouth of a devout soul, with the highest raptures of zeil 
and fervour. But sure no man can think it to be as good a 
prayer; indeed, from the one’s mouth it is no actual prayer at 
all, but only a dead form of prayer; for how can that be an 
actual prayer, which is not actually prayed ? But from the 
mouth of the other, it is an actual, living, animated prayer, 
which is sure to find acceptance with God. And I doubt the 
case is near the same, between a prayer from the mouth of one 
that understands it not, and one that understands it; from the 
one it Is not so much a prayer, as a form of words containing 



28 


TIIE WORSHIP OF TIIE CHURCH OF ROME. 


matter of prayer ; for unless he desires the matter contained 
in this form of words, he cannot be said to pray for it; but 
how is it possible he should desire it, when he knows not what 
it is ? He may indeed exert a general undetermined devotion 
while the words are saying; but it is impossible for him to 
determine his devotion to the matter and meaning of the 
words, because he doth not understand it. So that a Latin 
prayer from one who understands not Latin, can be no more 
than a form of prayer, because he can only say it, hut cannot 
pray it: and therefore when our author tells us, “ that Latin 
prayers, in the mouths of the vulgar, be as precious in the 
sight of God (when they he said with equal devotion), as 
when they are in the mouths of great scholars ;” he supposes 
that which is not to be supposed (if hv devotion he under¬ 
stands the devotion of the mind), vie. that he who understands 
not Latin, may pray over a Latin prayer with equal devotion 
with him who understands it; which is impossible, seeing a 
man can no more pray a prayer of which lie doth not know 
the meaning, than sing a tune of which he doth not know the 
measures: lie may say over the words indeed with equal out- 
ward devotion with him that understands them, but he cannot 
accompany them with equal devotion of mind, nor indeed with 
any at all; for how can his mind go along with words of which 
he doth not know the meaning ? • Such w r ords can signify 
nothing to the mind; and therefore the mind can attend to 
nothing in them, unless it be in their sound and figure; 
which, I am apt to think, were never intended to be the sub¬ 
ject-matter of our inward devotion, though there are writers 
of great name in the Roman Church, of a quite contrary 
opinion. 

For Suarez tells us, that “ it is not essential to prayer to 
think particularly of what he'says, and that it is not necessary 
to think of the things signified by the words.” But I am not 
a’ble to imagine, either how a man can desire a thing which he 
cloth not think of, or how he can pray for a thing which he 
cloth not desire. 

But yet he goes on to tell us, that <c it is not necessary to 
the essence of prayer, that he who prays should think even of 
the speaking of the prayer.”* So that it seems a man may 
pray when he thinks neither of the words nor meaning of 
his prayer; and if so, 1 see no reason why our great-grand- 


* De Orat. 1, 3. c. 4. 
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father’s statue, as before described, may not as truly be said 
to pray, as our great-grandfather himself. 

Cardinal Tolet indeed tells us, that “ to attend to the words, 
so as not to speak them too fast, or to begin the next verse of 
a psalm, before he that recites with you hath done the former 
verse, is necessary.”* And this indeed disables the reverend 
statue from performing what is necessary to prayer. However, 
a well-taught parrot, according to bis doctrine, may pray very 
devoutly. For, as lie goes on, “ there is an attention, which 
is by understanding the sense, and that is not necessary” 
(therefore say I, so far as it is necessary, parrot, you pray very 
well), “for if it were, very few would do their duty, when so 
very few do understand what they say.” We may thank your 
prayers in an unknown tongue for that. “ But then,” saith 
he, “ there is an attention relating to the end of prayer, that 
is, that he who prays, considers that he is present before God, 
and speaks to him, and this indeed is very profitable, but it is 
not necessarywhy truly then, our devout parrot must con¬ 
tent himself with the necessaries of prayer, and not aspire to 
“ this very profitable part of it.” Ami even our own soft and 
smooth Representer tells us, that “it is not neceessary to have 
attention on the words, or on the sense of prayers, but rather 
purely on God. ,, j‘ Why truly then, in my opinion, they were 
better use no words at all in their public prayers. For doubt¬ 
less, their minds would be better able to attend upon God in a 
deep silence, than in the noise and clatter of a company of 
words, of which they do not know the meaning. 

But after all, our author hath reserved (as he imagines) a 
very stinging period for the close : “ You who scorned (saitli 
he) to use Latin service, soon come to sec your English service 
with all scornful contempt banished out of almost all your 
churches; and your people did soon grow to like no service 
at all, since they misliked the Latin service.” But there is a 
late book, called “ Foxes and Firebrands,” that could have 
furnished our author with a quite different account of this 
matter, viz. that it was not the settiug forth our service in 
English, that made our people contemn and reject it; but the 
knavish practice of the Jesuits and other seminary priests, who, 
to divide our people from the Established Church, assumed the 
disguise of zealous Protestants (which by the way was some- 


* Instruct. Sacr. [Lib. 2.] C. 13. N. 3. [3.] 6. [p. 289, 290. Colon. 
1621.^^ > t Page G2. 
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thing knavish), ami therein, contrary to their own belief and 
persuasion, took all opportunities to preach down set forms of 
prayer and ceremonies, which I cannot but think was very 
knavish, or at least a sufficient e\idencc (if there were no 
other), that the Jesuit’s morals do allow them not only to tell 
lies, but to preach lies to heretics, if it be with an intention to 
serve their Catholic cause. For they were authorized to preach 
this doctrine (though in their own consciences they believed it 
to be false), not, only by a licence from their own society, but 
also by a bull of Pius V. And from these prevaricating 
preachments of their own emissaries (as we have too much 
reason to believe), sprang all that “scornful contempt” in the 
minds of our credulous and unwary people, which “ at length 
banished our English service out of almost all our churches.” 

But we have now some reason to hope, that our scornful 
contemners will at length remember, that there is a certain 
bemg in the world, that hath too many children of his own 
temper, whom neither they' nor we have any great reason to 
dote on; whose common practice is to tempt men to sin, and 
then to expose and accuse them for it. 


PART II. 

IIT.— I now proceed, in the third place, to shew what Scrip¬ 
ture aguincnts wo hate against public prayers in an unknown 
tongue ; which is so very absurd in itself, and so plainly re¬ 
pugnant to all the ends of Divine worship, that if we had not 
one word of Scripture against it, the reason of the thing w T ould 
be sufficient to justify our opposition of it to all unprejudiced 
minds. But besides this, we have as plain and express Scrip¬ 
ture against it, as we could have well expected, had it been the 
design of those Scriptures to oppose and condemn it. For, 

1st, The Scripture makes it necessary for our understanding, 
so far as it is capable, to concur with our wills and affections 
in all that worship we render to God, which it is impossible 
for it to do when we worship him in an unknown tongue. 
Thus the Psalmist, “ God is the King of all the earth; sing ye 
praises with understanding.”* But when those hymns of 
praise that are to be sung in the public worship, are in a lan- 


* Psal. xlvii. 7. 
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guage the people do not understand, how can they sing praises 
with understanding? And accordingly St. Basil, in answer to 
that question. What is it to sing with understanding ? tolls us, 
“ That understanding, when it refers to the words of the holy 
Scripture, is the same thing as the taste is to meats; for as 
the throat, hy tasting, discerneth meats, so the mind doth 
words : if therefore a man be so affected in his soul by the 
force of every word he sings, as the taste is affected with meats, 
he hath fulfilled the commandment, which saith, Sing ye, 
praises with understanding.”* But how is it possible for the 
mind to taste and relish words, which it doth not know the 
meaning of? By these words, saith Theodoret, “ The Psalmist 
instructs us, not only to employ the tongue in singing of our 
hymns, but to stir up the mind to understand the things that 
are spoken.But we.may stir our hearts out before we can 
understand them, when they are spoken to us in an unknown 
tongue. “To sing with understanding,” saith Athanasius, 
“is so to sing, as that there is a spiritual harmony between 
the soul and the words ; and they who sing after such a manner, 
as to join the symphony of the spirit with the melody of the 
words, singing with the tongue, and also with the mind, do 
greatly advantage, not only themselves, but also those that 
hear them.”J But what harmony can there he between the 
soul and the words ? or how can her affections keep time with 
them, when she knows not one syllable of their meaning ? If, 
therefore, we are obliged to sing praises with understanding, 
we are equally obliged, so far as we are capable, to understand 
what we sing ; and how can we do this while we sing in <t lan¬ 
guage we do not understand ? 

Again, the Apostle exhorts his Ephesians, in opposition to 
those drunken songs the heathen used in their Bacchanalia, 
“ To speak to themselves in psalms and hymns, and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in their hearts to the Lord.” 
Which, in all probability, respects not so much their private 
conversation, as their public worship, as being opposed to that 
public drunken worship, which the heathen rendered to their 
god Bacchus. And if Christians, in their public hymns and 
songs of praise, are obliged to make melody in their hearts to 
the Lord, that is, to keep time with what they sing with an 

* Reg. Brev. qu. 279. [vol. 2. p. 734. Par. 1839.] 

t Theod in Loc. [vol. 1. p. 906. Hal. 1769 ] 
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inward, hearty affection, then, doubtless, so far as they arc 
capable, they ought to understand those hymns, which they 
never can do in a language which they understand not. And 
to the same purpose the same Apostle exhorts the Church of 
Colosse,* “to admonish one another in psalms and hymns, 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in their hearts to the 
Lord.” Where, by “ singing with melody in our hearts to 
the Lord,” and “ singing with grace in our hearts to the Lord,” 
the Fathers generally understand singing with due attention, 
and answerable affection, to the matter contained in those holy 
hymns, which they sung in their public assemblies.f But 
how is it possible for men to attend to, or be duly affected 
with the matter of words, whereof they do not know the 
meaning ? Either, therefore, the obligation of these Apostolic 
precepts must be quite worn out, or the Church of Rome 
must be highly to blame, who, by wording her sacred hymns 
in an unknown tongue, renders the performance of them im¬ 
possible to the people. 

2dly, The Scripture makes praying in an unknown tongue 
inconsistent with the edification of the Church ; so in sundry 
passages of 1 Cor. xiv., where the Apostle, throughout the 
whole chapter, purposely disputes against preaching and 
praying in an unknown tongue ; for in those days the miracu¬ 
lous gift of tongues being very common in the Church of 
Christ, many of those who were inspired with it, were too apt 
to overvalue themselves upon it, insomuch, that to gratify their 
own vanity and ostentation, it became a usual practice among 
thenf (and that particularly in the Church of Corinth) to 
preach and pray, and sing psalms in languages unknown to 
their auditory, without ever interpreting what they said into 
the vulgar tongue, either through wilful neglect, or for want of 
the gift of interpretation ; against which evil practice of theirs, 
the Apostle purposely opposes himself throughout this whole 
chapter, and that principally upon this very argument, that it 
was not consistent with the edification of the Church, which 

he applies as well to praying as to preaching : so ver. 2, 3, 4, 

« 

* Col. iii.16. 
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5, 6 : “ For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue, speaketli 
not unto men, but unto God that is, he speaks to the un¬ 
derstanding of none but God, who equally understands all 
languages; “for no man understandeth him, howbeit in the 
spirit he speaketh mysteries ; but he that propliesieth,” that 
is, expoundoth Scripture in a known tongue, “ speaketh unto 
men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort; he that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue, edifieth himself,” provided 
he understands what he speaks; “ but he that propliesieth, 
edifies the (dmrcli. I would that ye all spake with tongues, 
but rather, that ye prophesied; for greater is he that 
propliesieth,” that is, he is much more useful to the Church, 
“than he that speaketh with tongues. Now, brethren, 
if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit 
you, except 1 shall speak to you either by revelation, or by 
knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine,” i.e, either by 
expounding sacred figures, or communicating by knowledge in 
great mysteries, or interpreting difficult Scriptures, or by a 
eatechistical instruction of you, wluit you ought to Believe and 
do. So again, ver. 18, 19, “I thank my God, I speak with 
tongues more than ye all; yet in the Church I had rather speak 
five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might 
teach “others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue in all which places the Apostle doth as expressly 
condemn preaching in an unknown tongue, without inter¬ 
preting what is preached, as words can do it. But you will 
say, what is this to us ? We do no more preach in an unknown 
tongue than you do : and as for the controversy in hand, it is 
only about praying in an unknown tongue, of which hitherto 
the Apostle hath taken no notice. To which I answer, first, 
that the Roman mass contains in it not only prayers, but 
sundry portions of Scripture and pious lessons, the latter of 
which, as well as the former, are read to the people in an un¬ 
known tongue. Now either these Scriptures and lessons are 
read for no end at all, or for the same end with preaching, 
which is to instruct the people; and, therefore, the reason 
which the Apostle urge's for preaching in an unknown tongue, 
vie, the edification of the people, doth equally enforce the 
reading of these Scriptures and lessons in a known tongue. 
But then, secondly, the Apostle applies this reason of his as 
well to praying as to preaching in an unknown tongue; and 
therefore, if for that reason the one is not to be allowed, 
neither is the other: the reason why he forbids them to preach 
VOL. VII. o 
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iu an unknown tongue is, that it was a hindrance to the edifi¬ 
cation of the people, and this very reason he urges against 
their praying in an unknown tongue : so ver. 14, “For if I 
pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit,” i.e. my gift of 
tongues, “prays, hut my understanding is unfruitful,” that is, 
unfruitful to others.. So Thcodoret,* “For the fruit of the 
speaker,” saith he, “is the profit of the hearersand “when 
the words of the prayer are unknown to those that are present 
(saith St. Basil), the mind of him that prays is unfruitful, 
because it profits none ; but when those who are present do 
understand the prayer so as that it is capable of profiting 
them, then he who prays hath the fruit, vis. the bettering of 
those that are profited by him.”f And that this is the 
Apostle’s meaning, he himself assures us, ver. 17, “ for thou 
verily givest thanks well,” i.e. tliou, it may be, mayest be 
very devout in thy own heart and affections, whilst thou art 
praising God in an unknown tongue, “ hut the other,” that is, 
he that doth not understand the tongues thou speftkest, “ is 
not edified.” So that the Apostle proceeds upon the same 
reason against praying as against preaching in an unknown 
tongue : and this our Catholic Scripturist acknowledges, for so 
he expounds those forecited words, ver. 14, “ (hut my under¬ 
standing is without fruit,) that is,” saith he,J “without the 
fruit of instruction, or edifying othersand therefore, by the 
way, that passage of his is a little surprising (though it is only 
what his piaster Bellarmino had taught him), where he 
“would have his reader note, that until verse 14,§ St. Paul 
only speaks of using an unknown language in preaching, ex¬ 
horting, interpreting, and teaching, in all which exercises wc 
still use the vulgar tongue, so that hitherto he hath nothing 
against us;”Jj no not when he himself confesses, that St. Paul 
urges the very same reason against praying in an unknown 
tongue, in which they of the Church of Rome agree with those 
Corinthians against whom he argues, that he had urged 
before against preaching in an unknown tongue, in which 
they disagree with them. Whether the reason hold as good 
against the one as the other, I leave St. Paul and him to dis¬ 
pute it out; but certainly, while a man is urging the same 
reason against one thing, as he afterwards intends to urge 
against another, he intentionally levels it at them both, and 

* TLeod. in loc. [Ibid. p. 258.] 
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consequently, seeing St. Paul urges the same reason against 
praying, which just before he had used against preaching in 
an unknown tongue, it is a plain case, that while he was urging 
it against the one, he all along intended it against the other ; 
and if the uncdifyingness of an unknown tongue in either be a 
good reason against both (as it must be at least in St. Paul’s 
opinion), then while he urges it against an unknown tongue in 
one, he must necessarily condemn it in both ; so that by our 
author’s good leave, he and his Church are as much concerned 
in what St. Paul pronounces in the seven first verses of this 
chapter, where he only mentions preaching in an unknown 
tongue, as in what he afterwards discourses from ver. 14 to 
the 18tli, where he treats of praying in an unknown tongue, 
seeing he proceeds upon the same reason in both : and there¬ 
fore, if notwithstanding* this reason, praying in an unknown 
tongue he allowable, preaching must be so too, seeing the same 
reason, in St. Paul’s opinion, acquits or condemns them both. 
Is preaching in an unknown tongue allowable ? No, saitli our 
author; No, saitli his master Bellamiine : but why, I beseech 
you? Because St. Paul condemns it as being unedifying to the 
auditors. Is praying in an unknown tongue allowable ? Yes, 
very allowable, say both. But doth not St. Paul urge the same 
reason against this as the other ? It is true indeed. Why then, 
it seems St. Paul’s reason is good, where it doth not condemn 
holy Church’s practice ; but where it doth, away with it; 
that is, in plain English, it is good or bad, as it serves our 
turn. 

3rdly, The Scripture condemns performing religious offices 
in an unknown tongue, as directly contrary to the natural end 
of speech. The natural end of speech is, to communicate our 
minds to, and make ourselves be understood by one another; 
to which there is nothing can be mote contrary than speaking 
in a language that is not understood by those that hear us, 
because hereby we do no more communicate our minds to 
them, than if we did not speak at all. And thus St. Paul 
himself argues, ver. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 : “For even things without 
life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a 
distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped 
or harped ? For if the trumpet give an uncertain souud, who 
shall prepare himself to the battle ? So you, except ye utter 
by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be 
known what is spoken ? for ye shall speak into the air. There 
are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none 

» 2 
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of them without signification; therefore if 1 know not the 
meaning of the voice, 1 shall be unto him that speaketh, a 
barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.” 
The design of all which is to shew, that the cud of speaking 
is to be understood; and that therefore he who speaks in a 
language that is not understood, whether it be in common 
conversation, or in religious offices, speaks to no purpose. 
Which reason is equally applicable to speaking in prayer, as 
in preaching, since if it he not understood, it is as much in 
vain in the one as in tin* other. The Humanists would fain 
justify their using an unknown tongue in their religious offices, 
upon tliL pretence, that it is only in praying they do it, not in 
preaching. But should you ask them, why they speak in a 
known tongue in preaching ? Their answer doubtless would he 
to this purpose, because we would be understood ; which is the 
proper end of speaking : but then, why do they speak in an 
unknown tongue when they pray ? Sure they will not answer, 
because they would be understood. But then, to what purpose 
do they speak at all, seeing, by speaking in an unknown tongue, 
they lose the proper end of speaking, and consequently speak 
in vain ! And if £o speak without end or aim be an absurdity 
in common conversation, it is doubtless profane as well as 
absurd in religion: and 1 should think it much more excusable 
in the mass priest to hold his tongue,'and turn his congregation 
into a silent meeting, while he is acting over his set form of 
ceremonies, than to speak out the public prayers to them in 
a language which they do not understand, it being far more 
seemly, in a religious exercise, not to speak at all, than to speak 
to no purpose: and St. Paul, I am sure, is fully of this opinion, 
for it was upon this reason that he required those who had 
the gift of tongues, “ if there were no interpreter, to keep 
silence in the Church, and to speak to himself and to God,” 
vei 28. For either words are of some use in public 
prayer, or they arc not; if they are not, doubtless it would be 
far more becoming that sacred office to lay them wholly aside ; 
if they are, it must be either upon God’s account, or men’s : 
not upon God’s to be sure, who understands our thoughts and 
desires, as well without words as with them. If upon men’s 
account, it must be either wholly upOn the priests’ that pro¬ 
nounce them, or upon the people’s also ; if it be wholly upon 
the ^priest’s account, it must he to raise his devotion, and then 
he himself must understand the meaning of them (which their 
lack-Latin priests cannot pretend to), for how can the devotion 
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of his mind he raised by words that, signify nothing to his 
mind ? Or if lie doth understand them, why may he not as 
well raise his devotion with them, by reading them to himself 
alone, as by reading them out to the people, seeing by reading 
them to himself, he follows the Apostolic precept of suppressing 
his unknown tongue, and of “ speaking only to himself and 
to God ?” -But if words are necessary in public prayers upon 
the people’s account also, then it must be cither to direct them 
what to pray for, or to unite tlicir desires in the same petitions ; 
neither of which can he performed by such words as they do 
not understand : so that I cannot apprehend of what use the 
reading or speaking the Latin prayers can be in a mere English 
auditory, (suppose) it is no more than breathing of so many 
empty sounds (that signify nothing) into the empty air, whilst 
the priests and people mere bar bariaus to one another, that 
like two senseless echoes, speak and respond they know not 
what, and to no purpose. 

Ithly, The Scripture expressly declares praying in an un¬ 
known tongue to be contrary to the design and' nature of 
religious worship ; which being* “ a reasonable service,” 
requires that our rational faculties should closely attend to, and 
concur with it; for the life of divine worship consists in the 
internal acts of the mind, such as desire, and love, and hope, 
and fear, and reverence, &c. And unless these concur with 
the external significations of our worship (that is, our words 
and actions), and inform and animate them, it is all but a dead 
formality. But how is it possible for us to join these inward 
affections of our minds, with those outward significations of 
our worship, when we know not what they signify ? flow 
should I accompany my kneeling or prostration in prayer, with 
my inward awe and veneration, while I am perfectly ignorant 
of the meaning and signification of those gestures ? And when 
I lift up my hands and eyes to heaven, how can I exert with 
it an inward aspiration of my soul to God, if I do not know 
that by the one 1 signify the other ? In short, how is it 
possible for my mind, in any instance, either in fact or fiction, 
to join the thing signified with the sign, when I know not 
what the sign signifies ? And as it is in actions in prayer, so 
it is in words, to which it is impossible for us to join those 
desires and hopes which they express and signify, if we do not 
know their signification. Whilst therefore men say their 
prayers in an unknown tongue, it is impossible* for them to 

* Rom. xii. 1. 
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join their affections with them ; and whilst their affections are 
separate from them, they are so far from being acceptable 
prayers, that they are only so many empty sounds in the ears 
of God. And upon this very topic the Apostle himself dis¬ 
putes against praying in an unknown tongue, in the 15th and 
16th verses of the aforecited chapter : “ What is it then ? I 
will pray with the spirit (or gift of tongues), and I will pray 
with the understanding also;” *. e. as he who hath not the 
gift of tongues is wont to pray, viz. in a language that he, and 
those who pray with him, understand. “ 1 will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. Else when 
thou shalt bless with the spirit (or thy unknown tongue), how 
shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned (or hath not 
thy gift), say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he under- 
standeth not what thou sayest ?” Where the Apostle makes it 
necessary, in all public prayer, that he who is the mouth of 
the congregation, should pray, or at least interpret his prayer 
iu the vulgar language of the people ; and that for this reason, 
because, unless the people understand the language of his 
prayer, they are not capable of praying with him ; and if they 
cannot pray in a language they do not understand, then an 
unknown tongue is utterly inconsistent with the nature of 
prayer. And hence, in the following verse (where he still 
pursues this reason), he supposes it necessary for those who 
are to join in the public serv ice, “ to be edified,” i. e. (as it is 
notoriously evident, from the whole context) to understand the 
sense and meaning of the words. This is the Apostle's own 
argument, and when once our adversaries have made it appear, 
that men may truly pray in a language unknown to them, for 
my part, I shall readily yield, that, they have fairly Imfilod us 
and St. Paul together: but in the mean time this argument 
stands in force against them, in despite of all their cavils and 
evasions, which shall be considered in their proper place. 

5tidy, The Scripture makes praying in an unknown tongue 
utterly inconsistent with that joint concurrence of devotion 
that is required in public worship. That in all our public 
assemblies for divine worship, it is required that we should 
join our hearts and affections in the same confessions, petitions, 
and thanksgivings, is evident, as from sundry other arguments, 
so particularly from that response. Amen, which the people 
of God did always make at the dose of their public prayers ; 
by which they expressed the consent of their hearts and 
affections with those petitions and thanksghings that were 
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offered up in their public assemblies. So in their public 
imprecations upon themselves and others, the Jews were 
expressly commanded to respond Amen;* and in the close of 
the psalm of praise which David offered to be sung by the 
choir in the temple, we are told, that “ all the people said 
Amen, and praised the Lordj* and so also when Ezra, in a 
public assembly of the Jews, blessed the Lord the great God, 
it is said, that “all the people answered Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their hands And this practice of theirs the 
Psalmist himself expressly orders and directs, “ Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting, and let all 
the people say Amen.” § And accordingly we find this very 
practice continued in the Primitive Church; for so Justin 
Martyr || tells us, that the people always concluded the Divine 
service with a solemn ’A/o/c. By all which it is evi¬ 

dent, that the people of God always esteemed themselves 
obliged to concur in their hearts and affections, and to make 
some expression of their concurrence with the public prayers, 
which, how is it possible for them to perform when those 
prayers arc read to them in a language which they do not 
understand ? How can their hearts follow, where their under¬ 
standings cannot lead? And in short, how can they hope, 
desire, or give thanks for they know' not what ? Nay, and 
when they know not whether the words which they hear, 
contain a petition or a thanksgiving? And this is St. Paul’s 
own argument, ver, 15, 16: “I will pray with the spirit, and 
I will pray with the understanding also. I will sing with the 
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.” I do 
allow that you may lawfully use your gift of tongues in your 
public worship ; but then you must be sure that you interpret 
your tongue, that so you may be intelligible to others, “ else 
when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occu- 
pieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of 
thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest ?”^| 
Where it is first implied, that the common people ought to say 
Amen ; that is, to consent with their hearts and affections in 
the public prayers, and to express their consent in them. 
And, secondly, it is expressly asserted, that this they are not 
capable of performing, if they do not understand the language 
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of their prayers ; and if the unlearned Corinthians could not 
say Amen to those inspired prayers, for this reason, because 
they knew not what he who dictated and pronounced them, 
said ; for the same reason, neither can the common people in 
the Roman Church say Amen to their Latin prayers, because 
they know as little what is said, when they are read to them. 
So that by expressing her public prayers in a language unknown 
to the people, the Church of Rome' renders their duty of saying 
Amen to them impracticable. 

6thly, The Scripture represents prayers in an unknown 
tongue as a great indecency in public worship : for what an 
extravagant spectacle would it seem to a stranger that knows 
nothing of the matter, to see a company of people assemble 
together, with a mighty appearance of devotion, only to see or 
hear a priest officiating to them in a form of words, of which 
neither they or he himself perhaps understands one syllable. 
Suppose that this stranger should go .from one to another 
round the congregation, and ask them every one in their ear, 
“ Good sir, jmu seem to be mightily concerned and affected 
with what yonder man in the gay garment is reading; for my 
part, I understand not one word that he says, I would fain 
know whether you do ?” And suppose they should all of 
them answer, “ No truly, friend, we understand no more than 
you.” “ But why then do y on ejaculate your eyes, lift up your 
hands, and beat your breasts as if you did understand them ?” 
“Why as for that, we can give no other reason, hut that we 
believe they are very devout words, and it is an old fashion 
among us thus to behave ourselves whilst they are reading.” 
What would this stranger think of these people? Would he 
not laugh at their simplicity, and be apt to suspect some Haw 
in their brain-pans ? And yet just thus doth St. Paul represent 
the ease, vcr. 23: “ If therefore the whole Church be come 
together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there 
eoine in those that are unlearned or unbelievers, will they not 
say that yc arc mad?” But why will they say so? Because 
those that come to your meeting, knowing that you meet upon 
a religious account, come with an intent to understand your 
way of worship, to hear what you pray for, and to learn what 
you teach; instead of which, you only fill their cars with a 
loud rattle of unintelligible sounds, which convey no other 
notion to their minds, but only this, that you arc out of your 
wits, seeing, like so many madmen, you speak and hear without 
any end or aim: for to what purpose can you speak, when 
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you do not speak to be understood ? Or to what purpose can 
you hear, when you do not hear to understand ? And if 
speaking in an unknown tongue was so great an indecency in 
those Corinthian assemblies, as that in St. Paul’s opinion it 
represented them more like congregations of madmen than of 
worshippers; 1 doubt, if St. Paul had the censuring of the 
Latin worship in the Roman Churches, where, in most places, 
scarce one in five hundred understands it, it would hardly pass 
for a very reasonable service. 

7tlilv, The Scripture declares an unknown tongue in divine 
service to be of no other use, but only to give evidence to the 
truth of the (Christian religion, which use it serves not as it is 
acquired by natural means, but as it is miraculously infused ; 
for the gift of tongues was one of those miracles by which God 
gave testimony to the truth of the Gospel, which it testified no 
otherwise than as all other miracles did, viz. as it was a sen¬ 
sible effect of the Divine pou r er, and this is all the use that the 
Apostle allows it in tile public exercise of religious worship, 
ver. 21, 22 : c ‘ In the law it is written, With men 'of other 


tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people, and yet 
for all that wall they not hear me, saith the Lord i. e. though 
I intend to speak unto them in a miraculous manner, v;z. by 
inspiring those by whom I intend to speak with the miracu¬ 
lous gift of speaking unknown languages, yet still they will 


continue obstinate in their unbelief; from whence he infers in 


the next verse, “ Wherefore tongues are fora sign, not to them 
that believe, but to them that believe not; but prophecy 
serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which be¬ 


lieve % e. the great end of speaking unknown languages ill 
your religious assemblies is, that by this miraculous gift you 
may convince unbelievers of the truth of the religion you teach : 
hut the gift of prophesying, or explaining to the people the 
holy Scripture in their vulgar language, serves for the edifi¬ 
cation of believers, and not for the conviction of infidels. See¬ 


ing therefore that the proper use of speaking in an unknown 
language in religious assemblies, w r as to give a miraculous 
attestation to the truth of Christianity ; it thence necessarily 
follows, that when speaking an unknown language in our reli¬ 
gious assemblies doth not serve this use, it st ives no religious 
use at all; but the Latin tongue, as it is used in the religious 
assemblies of the Roman Church, can he no miraculous attes¬ 


tation of the Christian religion (unless you will suppose it a 
miracle for a Mass priest to understand it), and therefore it can 
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be of no religious use there. If therefore an unknown tongue, 
even when it was miraculous, and as such, did serve the com¬ 
mon end of miracles, was not to be used in public worship, 
without an interpreter; how much less should an unknown 
tongue be used, that is acquired by mere natural means ; and 
if the use of it were allowable upon this account only, because 
it was a miracle ; then when it is no miracle, it is no longer 
allowable at all; suppose Latin to have been one of those un¬ 
known tongues that was spoke in those Corinthian assemblies, 
if St. Paul condemned the use of it without an interpreter in 
that Church, even though it was miraculous, and as such, was 
a sign to convince unbelievers, how much more would he have 
condemned it now in the Roman Church, where it is only an 
acquired endowment, and as such, can be no sign at all, unless 
it be of the folly and wickedness of those that impose it ? 

IV. I now proceed to the fourth and last head of discourse 
proposed, which is to consider and examine the objections 
which,the Romanists urge against these arguments of ours, 
which are all of them reducible to one general head ; which is 
this, that in 1 Cor. xiv. whence we deduce the main of our 
arguments, the Apostle there treats not of the stated liturgy or 
worship of their public assemblies, but of certain extemporary 
exercises of preaching and prayer performed by them, by*the 
immediate inspiration of the Holy Qhost, in the latter of which 
they allow, that St. Paul disapproves the use of an unknown 
tongue, at least without an interpreter, but not in the former : 
so Bellarrnine,* Vane,f and our Catholic Scripturist. £ To 
which I answer, 

1 st, That it doth not appear, either from this chapter, or any 
other part of this Epistle, that they had any other liturgy of 
prayers in tlieir public assemblies (excepting the Lord’s 
Prayer), than what was performed extemporaneously by inspired 
persons; and indeed whilst immediate inspirations were so 
frequent and ordinary among the pastors of the Church, and 
particularly of this Church of Corinth, there seems not to have 
been that urgent occasion for stated forms of liturgy, as there 
was afterwards, when immediate inspiration ceased, or became 
less common; for as by this gift of immediate inspiration, the 
pastors were secured from all errors and indecencies in these 
their extemporary effusions; so the people having a moral 
assurance that the prayers, which were offered up in their 

* De Verb. Dei, lib. 2. c. 16. [ut supra.] + Lost Sheep, p. 355. J P. 164. 
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public assemblies, were immediately dictated by the Spirit of 
God, could safely concur with them in their hearts and affec¬ 
tions, without making any pause to examine either the truth or 
lawfulness, fitness or propriety of each particular passage; to 
which great inconveniences both pastors and people are un¬ 
avoidably exposed, whilst they join in such extempore prayers 
^is are immediately dictated from the invention of the speaker ; 
to prevent which, when the gift of immediate inspiration ceased, 
or at least became more rare, it is highly probable that the 
bishops and pastors of the several Churches collected from the 
prayers of these inspired persons, such confessions, petitions, 
and thanksgivings, as they thought most proper, and composed 
them into set forms of public prayer ; so that stated liturgies 
seem to have been substituted in the room of inspired prayers, 
and designed to supply the .discontinuance of immediate inspi¬ 
ration ; for it is very strange, that if from the first beginning 
of Christianity there had been stated liturgies prepared either 
by Christ or his Apostles for all Christian Churches, there 
should no mention he made of them, either in Scripture or 
primitive antiquity ; for, as for those liturgies that go under 
the venerable names of the Apostles, such as St. James’s, St. 
Peter’s, and St. Mark’s, it is now agreed by almost all the 
learned of all sides, that though some parts of them are very 
ancient, and seem to have been introduced into the Christian 
assemblies long before the close of the first century, yet none 
of them are of that prime antiquity they pretend to; but 
for men so confidently to affirm, that besides these inspired 
extemporary prayers, there was at the same time a stated 
liturgy used in the public assemblies of the Church of Corinth, 
when they have not th< least shadow of true authority for it, is 
a suspicious sign that their faces have at length outworn the 
mean infirmity of blushing. But if it be true that stated litur¬ 
gies were introduced to supply the room of inspired prayers, 
then there is the same reason why the former should be ex¬ 
pressed in a known tongue, as the latter; because where one 
thing is placed in the stead of another, they must be both 
designed for the same end ; and therefore seeing, that to obtain 
the end of an inspired prayer, it was necessary it should be 
expressed in a known tongue, it is no less necessary to obtain 
the end of a set form of prayer, the end of both being the 
same. 

2ndly, I answer, that all those reasons which the Apostle 
assigns against the use of an unknown tongue in an inspired 
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prayer, make as effectually against the use of it in a stated 
liturgy, or form of prayer. This I doubt not will evidently 
aj)pear upon a just, examination of those pretended disparities, 
which our adversaries make between the one and the other, 
which yet are only in three of those seven particular reasons 
assigned by the Apostle : so that though we should allow these 
three to be real, yet till they find out four disparities more, 
there are four substantial arguments of the Apostle will still 
remain in force against them ; and 1 am apt to think, that 
unless the four to be yet found out, prove better than the three 
that arc found, it will appear in the main issue, that they have 
taken a great deal of pains to seek for that which they had 
much oetter have lost than found. 

' The first disparity they protend, between using an unknown 
tongue in an inspired prayer, and a stated liturgy is, that those 
inspired prayers were intended for the edification of the people ; 
but so are not stated liturgies, and therefore there is not the 
same necessity whv the latter should be in a known tongue as 
the former. Thus Fisher,* Dr. Yane,f the Catholic Scrip- 
t.urist,J and Bellarinine himself.§ To which I answer: 

. First, That stated liturgies ought to lx* designed for the 
edification of the people, as well as those inspired prayers were : 
and therefore when the Romanists tell us, that they are not so 
designed, wo give them fi ee leav e to speak this for themselves, 
and for their own liturgy; and the greater shame we think it 
is, both for them and that; hut we can by no means allow 
them to say this for us, or for any other Christians in the 
world, there being none but themselves that we could ever hear 
of, that have the face to affirm, that their public liturgies were 
never designed for the edification of the people, which perhaps 
is one of the w'orst things that can be said of a liturgy ; for the 
great end of public liturgies (as 1 shall shew by and by), is to 
direct the devotions of Christian assemblies into a common 
concurrence, with such confessions, petitions, and thanks¬ 
givings, as are most conducive to their spiritual benefit and ad¬ 
vantage, to prescribe to them such confessions of sin as are 
most apt to inspire them with sorrow for, and hatred and ab¬ 
horrence of it, such petitions for mercy as are most apt to 
affect them with the sense of their wants, and of their depen¬ 
dence upon God for supply and relief, with such praises and 
thanksgivings as are most apt to excite in them a grateful sense 
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of tlic Divine goodness, a flagrant love of God, and a profound 
admiration of his perfections, together with an active resolution 
of transcribing and imitating them in their conversation. In a 
word, the end which God aims at in requiring us to pray to 
him, is not merely that we may pray to him, and accost him 
with our bended knees and humble sup]dications, but prin¬ 
cipally, that by praying to him, we may improve ourselves in 
all those holy and devout dispositions, whereiif the perfection 
of our nature doth consist; and this the Trent Catechism it¬ 
self acknowledges, viz. “ That the especial end of our praying 
to God is, that by conversing with him, we may be the more 
ardently excited to the love and adoration of him.”* And 
this, as all agree, is the greatest and most valuable part of our 
edification. And if the Church of Rome intends, that the 
public prayers should minister to this end, viz. the people’s 
edification, doubtless she ought to let the people understand 
them ; lor liow they can be edified by hearing such prayers as 
they do not understand, I am not yet able to comprehend; 
but if she doth not intend it, I doubt that God’s intention and 
hers will be found directly opposite to one another. I am sure 
St.f Paul requires, that in our religious assemblies, “ all things 
should he done unto edifying.” Not so, saith the Scripturist, 
for the greatest part of what is done there, viz. the stated and 
ordinary service of the Church, is not to be done to edifying. 
So then it seems, the meaning of, “ let all things he done,” is 
no more than this, let some few things, and those the most 
inconsiderable, “he done to edifying.” Bellnrmine indeed 
speaks something more warily, tolling us that £ “ the instruction 
and consolation of ;he people is not the principal end of divine 
offices.” But then it seems it is an end, and therefore though 
it he not the principal one, it ought to he aimed at. But how 
can they at all aim to instruct the people’s understandings by 
such divine offices as they do not understand? or, how can 
they intend the people’s consolation by such forms of words as 
convey no sense or meaning to their minds ? Well, but what 
then is the principal end of these divine offices? Why, “the 
worship of Grid,” saitli§ Bellarmine. But to what purpose 
serves their worship of God ? Do they worship him purely, to 
worship him without any furthur end and prospect ? If so, I 
am sure they fall short of God’s end in requiring worship from 

* Part. 4*. c. 2. sect. 7, 8. [p. 396, 397. Lips. 1843.] t 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 

t De Verb. Dei. lib. 2. c. 189. [c. 16.] [ut supra, p. 70. col. 1 ] § Ibid. 
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liis creatures; for it is not for any advantage to himself, that 
he requires our worship and service : “ Our goodness extends 
not to him,” saith the Psalmist;* “nor is it any gain to him 
that we make our ways perfect :”f and therefore if he aim at 
any good or advantage at all in it, it must be at ours ; that by 
these our solemn addresses to him, we may be inspired with 
such an awful sense of his majesty, as is necessary to oblige us 
to our duty, thftt thereby we may be accomplished with all 
those heavenly graces and perfections, that are necessary to 
our own happiness; and if for this end (which is in other 
words our own edification) God requires our worship, for this 
end we ought to render it to him. It is true, saith the Serip- 
turist, this was the end of those inspired prayers St. Paul 
makes mention of, viz.% “ To edify the brethren assembled, 
to excite them to love, to honour, and to praise God, not in¬ 
tending chiefly to pray to God for the people, as we do in our 
liturgy.” But do they design at all “ to edify the brethren,” 
&e. in their liturgy 1 If not, I am sure their liturgy falls 
short of one of the common ends of divine worship ; if they do, 
all that he talks is dull impertinence, seeing an unknown 
tongue doth equally obstruct the edification of the brethren in 
a composed liturgy, as in an inspired prayer. 

2dly, That there are sundry parts of the Roman liturgy, 
which can serve no end at all, unless it be the people’s edifica¬ 
tion ; such are the lessons, the creeds, and pious exhortations, 
which make a considerable part of it; the reading of which in 
their public assemblies, can be of no other use, but only to 
instruct and edify the people. The prayers, as they pretend, 
are the prayers of the priest only, whose peculiar office it is to 
offer them up for the people, and therefore there is no need 
that the people should understand them. But surely they 
will not say that their creeds and Scripture lessons arc the 
priest’s only, or that it is his peculiar office to be instructed by 
the word of God, and make confession of the Christian faith, 
or that he is to understand for the people, and confess the 
faith for the people, as well as pray for them; for if so, I 
doubt the priest at last must go to heaven or’ hell too for 
the people; seeing he, it seems, must either perform or neglect 
for them a principal part of their religion: unless therefore 
they will allow that the Scriptures and creeds in their public 
service are intended for the edification of the people, I cannot 

* Psal, xvi. 2. f Job. xxii. [3.] t P. 164. 
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imagine to what end they serve there, unless it be like the 
dead pictures in arras, to entertain the eye, and make an 
empty show of doing something, while they do nothing. But 
if they are inserted there for the edification of the people, why 
are they inserted in an unknown tongue 1 Is it possible that 
the people should be edified by that which they do not under¬ 
stand? or that their minds should be at all informed by that 
which conveys no meaning to their minds 1 The Apostle tells 
us, that* “all Scriptures are profitable for instruction.” And 
thatf “ whatsoever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning;” he means, for the learning of the people 
sure as well as the priest. But how can the Scriptures in the 
ltoman service be profitable for the instruction and learning of 
the people, when they are all shut up from them in the dark 
lantern of an unknown tongue, and not permitted to transmit 
to them the least ray of light and information ? It is certain 
therefore, whatever end these Scripture lessons arc designed for, 
they cannot be designed to serve the end of Scripture, because 
the end of Scripture is to instruct, which it can never *do in an 
unknown tongue. 

We are told by the Council of Trent, that “the mass con¬ 
tains very plentiful matter of instruction for all faithful 
people and truly, if it doth not, in my opinion, it is a very 
jejune and fruitless office of public worship; but “ notwith¬ 
standing it doth so (say those goodly Fathers), it doth by no 
means seem expedient to us, that it should every where be 
celebrated in the vulgar tongue ;”§ or indeed, that it should 
be any where so celebrated ; for immediately afterwards they 
decree, “that the custom of every Church in this matter should 
be every where retained,” i. <?. that the mass should be every 
where celebrated in Latin, that being then the custom of every 
Church in communion with the Church of Home; which 
is in effect to make this open declaration to the people, “ Good 
people, you must know, that in this same mass-book of ours, 
there is contained such excellent matter for edification, as if 
you could come at it, would do you a world of good, and make 
you much wiser and better Christians than yon are: but for 
reasons best known to ourselves, we think it expedient to lock 
it up from you in an unknown tongue: and therefore, pray 

* 2 Tim. iii. [16.] f Rom. xv. 4. 

$ Sees. 22. c. 3. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 14. p. 854. Lut. Par. 1672.] 
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satisfy your hunger with the belief, that here is great store of 
spiritual food for you, though you never be permitted to taste 
of it; and if you can subsist by believing, or make shift to live 
upon the picture of a feast; or which is the same thing, to 
feed and nourish your hungry souls with the sound of words, 
without the sense of them, with all our hearts, much good may 
it do you.” Good God ! what shameful bantering is this, in a 
matter of infinite moment! Are not the people most extremely 
obliged to these tender-hearted Fathers, that only talk to them 
of bread, but give them a stone ? But here all on a sudden, a 
pang of fatherly compassion seizes them : but “lest (say they 
immediately after) the sheep of Christ should hunger, and the 
little ones desire bread, and there be none to break it to them, 
the holy synod commands pastors, and all that have the care 
of souls, by themselves, or others, while the mass is celebrated, 
frequently to expound some part of those things which are 
read in it.” This indeed is something, but in reality amounts 
to very little. For, 

First, They knew very well, that abundance of their priests 
at that very time, understood the language of their mass no 
more than the people, 'and so were incapable of expounding it 
to them. 

Secondly, That they could not but foresee, that several of 
their priests, who were able, would, yet, through negligence, 
very often omit the expounding it, as it is notorious they have 
done ever since, and do to this day; in which cases, let their 
mass contain never so much matter of edification, it is im¬ 
possible it should edify their people, or render them either the 
better or wiser; and so notwithstanding this their pretended 
eliaritable provision, they have so ordered the matter, that 
abundance of their “little ones who desire bread,” are in 
danger of famishing for want of it, they having locked it up from 
them in an unknown tongue, and left them to the courtesy of such 
economists, as do sometimes want will, and sometimes ability, 
to distribute it to them; whereas had they but taken care to have 
it set before them in their own native languages, those of them 
who were truly hungry, would have made a shift, whenever 
they wanted help, to help themselves; but this will by no 
means down with that Church’s politics, which stints the 
people to the priest’s allowance, and to reduce them to a perfect 
dependence, proportions them no more spiritual food, than just 
what he thinks fit to carve them. But then, 

Thirdly, It is only some part of the mass that they oblige 
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the priest to expound to the people; they do not prescribe how 
much, but leave that wholly to the priest’s discretion, who 
may expound as little as he pleases ; if they expound but one 
in an hundred of those sentences, wherein this matter of edifi¬ 
cation is contained, the injunction is satisfied, though there are 
ninety-nine of the hundred for which they are never the wiser; 
so that the far greatest part of this their plentiful matter of 
edification doth, notwithstanding this injunction, remain inca¬ 
pable of edifying for want of being expounded ; for the reason 
why they expound any part of it, is, because it cannot edify 
the people while it is read to them in an unknown tongue; 
which reason, if it be good, obliges tliftn either to expound the 
whole every time they read it, or to read no more than they 
expound; for if it cannot edify the people without being ex¬ 
pounded, either the priests must be very uncharitable in not 
expounding to them all they read, or very impertinent in 
reading to them more than they expound. 

Fourthly, The injunction is ordy, that they frequently 
expound; but how often is not determined, whether once a 
week, or once a month, or once a quarter; all this is left to 
the discretion of the priest, who, if he be either negligent or 
unskilful, can make this frequently to signify as seldom as he 
pleases ; and I believe none of them ever thought, themselves 
obliged by it to expound these edifying things, as often as they 
read them : but then to what purpose do they read them, when 
they do not expound them ? For how can they be edified by 
that which they do not understand ? The Council itself supposes, 
that when the priest doth not expound, “ the sheep of Christ 
must hunger, and the little ones desire bread in vain, there 
being none to break it to them for if it is to prevent this 
mischief (as they pretend at least) that they impose this 
frequent exposition; so that by this frequently , they license 
their priests many times to send Christ’s sheep away an hungry, 
and not to break the bread of life to them, let them never so 
earnestly desire it; and seeing how often is not determined, it 
is as often as the priest thinks fit; so that, after all, this seem¬ 
ingly compassionate injunction amounts to no more than this : 
It is our will and pleasure, good people, to lock up the bread 
of life from you in an unknown tongue ; but lest you should 
starve, we do hereby enjoin your priests frequently, or as often 
as they please, to bring it forth and break it to you in your 
own native language. Truly, we are much obliged to your 
good Fatherhoods for enjoining our priests to use us as they 
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please, or, which is much the same, to feed us as often as they 
shall reckon themselves obliged by this loose and undetermined 
frequently; but God help our poor souls that are thus aban¬ 
doned by you (who should have taken better care of them) to 
the mere mercy and charity of every slothful, or vicious, or 
ignorant priest. 

Fifthly, and lastly, The exposition here enjoined, is not at 
all specified or determined; they tell us, that those prayers 
and religious discourses, which St. Paul treats of, were de¬ 
signed for the edification of the people, and therefore it was 
necessary they shouldhe interpreted into their vulgar lan¬ 
guage. Was it so 1 Tnen pray what was the plentiful matter 
of edification in your mass designed for ? To be sure, if for 
any thing, it was for the edification of the people ; and if so, 
the same reason obliges you to interpret it into the language of 
the people; and therefore, if by expounding it, they do not 
mean interpreting it into the vulgar language, by their own 
confession St. Paul’s reason is as much against their matter of 
edification in JLatin, as against those sermons and prayers in an 
unknown tongue; so that unless, by their exposition of this 
matter, they mean interpreting it into the vulgar language, St. 
Paul’s reason^ even by their own confession, doth as much 
conclude their priests to be men that speak into the air, and 
barbarians to their people, and doth* as much oblige them to 
keep silence in the Church, as it did those inspired speakers 
in an unknown tongue, against whom he levels it; but that by 
expounding, they do not mean this sort of interpretation, we 
have too much reason to believe; not only because no such 
interpretation is practised among them, or at least very rarely,, 
but also because their own divines tell us, that the sense of 
the Council was, “ that the people should be instructed only 
by sermons,”* and that such a verbal interpretation, during 
the celebration of the mass, was condemned by the Council, “as 
the cause and seed-plot of many errors:”+ by which it seems, 
that by expounding, they meant no more than preaching upon, 
or expounding some doctrine or ceremony contained in the 
mass; and if so, it is no more an expounding of the mass,* than 
of any other book in which that doctrine is contained: so that 
hitherto I cannot apprehend to what purpose all this plentiful 
matter of edification in the mass-book serves; not to edify the 

* Vid. Ledeem. c. 15. Sect. Decret. Con. Trid. n. 2. 

t Vid. Epist. Cler. An. 1660. p. 62. 
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people to be sure; for wby then should it be locked *lip from 
their understanding ? Ay, but it is there that it may be read 
to them: but to what purpose is it to read to them, when 
such effectual care is taken that they should never be the 
wiser for it ? Why, it is read, that it may be expounded ; but 
sure it may be expounded whether it be read or no ; and then 
to what purpose is it read, when it is not expounded . Why 
are the people’s ears continually harassed with a tedious jang¬ 
ling of words, which signify nothing to their minds ? ^ e y 
contain in them edifying matter, you will say : but what does 
this edifying matter signify, when it is so worded that it can¬ 
not edify? In short, therefore, all this plentiful matter of 
edification, which the Council assures us their mass contains, 
is only a cypher to the people; while it is continued in an un¬ 
known tongue, it is read Iff) them with as little, effect, as if it 
were read only to their church walls ; it being impossible that 
they should be edified by hearing that which they do not 
understand, nor doth the exposition they require at all mend 
the matter, seeing by that they do not mean rendering it into 
the vulgar language, without which their reading it is all in 
vain ; and if they did, yet still their reading it in Latin is im¬ 
pertinent : for to what purpose can their reading of edifying 
matter serve, whilst they read it so that it cannot edify, unless 
it be to shew that the priest hath learning enough to read 
Latin. So that this pretended disparity between the stated 
liturgy of the Church, and those inspired prayers and dis¬ 
courses of which St. Paul treats, viz. that the one was designed 
for edification, and the other not, amounts to nothing; both 
because public liturgies ought’ to be designed for edification, 
and a great part of the Roman liturgy must be so designed, 
as well as those inspired prayers and sermons, and conse¬ 
quently the one as well as the other ought to be expressed in 
the known and vulgar language, without which neither can 
edify. 

2ndly, Another disparity they make between stated litur¬ 
gies, and those religious exercises St. Paul treats of, is, that in 
the latter the people were obliged to join, but not in the for¬ 
mer ; thus our Scripturist :* “These prayers, t. e. the set forms 
of prayer in our liturgy, are chiefly appointed to the pnest, 
who well understands them, to offer them up to God for the 
people and elsewhere, *j* “ The chief end of the liturgy is 
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to pray Hi God for the people.*' So also Bellarmine: “ The 
prayer of the Church is not made to the people, but to God 
for the people, and therefore there is no need that the people 
should understand it, in order to tlieir profiting by it; but it 
is sufficient that God understands;’' which he illustrates by 
one man’s presenting a Latin petition to the king, for another 
who* understands not Latin :* which plainly implies, that in 
the Church’s prayer the priest only prays for the people, but 
not the people for themselves. And thus also Fisher more 
expressly :f “ The public service is for a continual daily tribute 
or homage of prayer and thanksgiving to be offered publicly, and 
paid unto God by his priests.” And from hence they conclude, 
that though it was very necessary that those inspired prayers 
should be spoken in the vulgar tongue, because all the people 
were obliged to join in them ; yet as for stated liturgies, pro¬ 
vided the priests understand them, whose prayers they properly 
are, it is no great matter whether the people understand them 
or no, they being not obliged to pray them : it is needful indeed, 
that the people know what is done in general, viz. “ That God 
is worshipped and honoured, that the priest prays to him ; 
that good things are asked of him for the people, and thanks 
given to him ; that the memory of Christ and his passion arc 
celebrated, and the sacrifice offered to God : and this no clown 
is ignorant of, and this is sufficient."£ To which I answer: 

First, That though the people were not obliged to join in 
the stated offices of public prayer, yet there is the same reason 
why they should understand the language of them, as why 
they should understand any thing at all appertaining to them; 
they themselves confess, that in their public liturgy there are 
sundry things, at least, which the people ought to understand, 
either by actions, ceremonies, and circumstances, or by custom, 
affinity with the vulgar, or books interpreting and containing 
prayers correspondent to every part wherein the auditory is 
concerned ;§ and that by public signals they should be taught 
when to kneel, to adore, to knock their breasts, when to rise, 
when to stand, or to do any thing else that concerns them, or 
is proper for them to do.|| “ It is enough,” say the Rhemists, 
“that the people can tell this holy oraison (viz. PaterNoster), 
to be appointed to call upon God, though they do not know to 

* De. Verb. Dei, lib. 2. c. 16. [vol. 1. p. 68. col. 2. Frag. 1721.] 
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what petition their part pertaiuethand sure if this l^nough, 
then so much is needful: but why is it necessary to know 
these things, viz. That Pater Noster is a form of words 
appointed to call upon God, unless it be to excite them by the 
sound of these words to call upon God, or that such and such 
actions, ceremonies, and circumstances are intended for signals 
to them, when to kneel, to adore, to knock their breasts, &c. 
unless it be to stir up their hearts to that inward devotion and 
compunction, which these actions of theirs do express and 
signify ; and if this be the reason, then certainly it is at least 
as necessary that they should call upon God when Pater 
Noster is pronounced, and be inwardly devout and contrite 
when the signals are given to kneel, &c., as to know those 
things which are but the means of these ends. There can be 
no religions purpose sorv#d by the people’s knowing, that now 
the priest is calling upon God, unless it be to excite them to 
call upon God also ; arid if it be necessary for them to know 
that God is invoked, to the end that they may invoke him ; 
then sure it is as necessary for them to invoke him, as'to know 
that he is invoked; and if it be necessary that the people 
should be instructed, when the priest is praying, to the end 
that they may pray also; sure it is necessary they should be 
instructed in such manner as is most effectual to excite them 
to pray ; and then I would fain know, whether plain and in¬ 
telligible words are not far more instructive than dumb shows 
and signs? Or, whether an illiterate Englishman would not 
he far better instructed, in order to his being excited to pray, 
by Our Father, which he understands, than by Pater Noster, 
which he understands not; or, which is the same thing, 
whether men’s devout affections are better excited with their 
understanding or without it ? Fo: I would fain know; are 
the people obliged to call upon God when they hear those 
words Pater Noster, or to confess their sins with contrition of 
soul, when they hear Miserere ? If they are not, what neces¬ 
sity is there, that they should know that Pater Noster is an 
invocation of God, or Miserere a confession of sin to him ? 
Seeing in point of duty they are not at all concerned in it; if 
they are, I desire to know again, whether they are obliged to 
call upon God, and confess tlieir sins in that form of words, or 
in some other: if in that form, then, in the first place, the 
people are obliged to join with the priest in the public prayer, 
which is the point we contend for : and, secondly, they ought 
to understand the sense and meaning of those forms, it being 



54 


TIIE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


impossi^ for them to express the devotion of their minds in 
a form of words which they do not understand: if in some 
other, the Church ought to have provided such other forms, 
as the people might understand (which it yet never did); other¬ 
wise whilst the priest, who had less need of a form, is praying 
and confessing by form ; the people who have more need, must 
be left to pray and confess extempore ,* and for what good 
reason this should be, I cannot apprehend, seeing not only the 
matter of the Roman prayers, but the words too (if they were 
translated into the people’s language), are generally as proper 
for the people to pray and confess in, as for the priest: either 
therefore the people are bound to pray in time of public prayer, 
or they are not; if they are not, I see no necessity why they 
should be instructed in anything appertaining to the public 
prayers, seeing their duty is not at all concerned in them ; if 
they are, what good reason can there be assigned why they 
should not pray in those forms of prayer which the priest reads 
to them ? seeing the matter of those prayers is as proper for 
the people to pray, as for the priest, and consequently so 
would the prayers themselves, if they were but expressed in 
the people’s language. 

Secondly, That there is no part of public worship, in which 
the duty of the people is not as well concerned as of the priest. 
The public worship of Christians consists either of prayers, 
praises, and thanksgivings, or of communion in the Christian 
sacraments. To all which, I think no Christian will deny, 
but the people are as much obliged as the priest; and there¬ 
fore to quote Scripture proofs for this, would be the same 
thing as to cite chapter and verse to evince that all Christians 
are obliged to believe in God and in Jesus Christ: and if in all 
these instances, all Christians, as well laity as clergy, are 
obliged to worship God, then either they are obliged to it in 
private only, or in public also: if in private only, to what pur¬ 
pose should they frequent the public worship wherein they 
have nothing to do ? For what can they have to do in public 
worship, but to worship ? If in public also, then either they 
must join with the priest in their acts of worship, and pray, 
and praise, and give thanks with him in the same stated forms, 
which is the thing we contend for (and which draws after it an 
absolute necessity of having those stated forms in the vulgar 
language, it being impossible for them to pray and give thanks 
for they know not what); or else they must perform their 
worship separately from the priest, either in distinct forms of 
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prayer, and praise, and thanksgiving, or from their gpwn ex¬ 
temporary invention, which (besides what hath been said 
against it under the former head) must necessarily introduce 
a vast confusion into the public worship; for at this rate it 
will be impossible for them ever to unite their hearts and 
affections in the same things, which is the peculiar advantage 
of public worship ; that there is a concurrence of hearts in the 
same acts of worship, and an union of desires in the same 
petitions throughout the whole congregation, which renders 
them more acceptable and prevalent: but whilst the people are 
left to pray separately from the public liturgy, in all proba¬ 
bility there will be as many different hopes, desires, and 
affections in their worship, as there are different men in the 
congregation ; here will be one confessing his sins, there another 
returning thanks for merjjy. j and whilst this man is praying for 
heaven, another will be praying for a good harvest, a third for 
repentance or pardon, a fourth for a sick wife or child; and 
whilst a fifth is imploring of assistance against temptations, a 
sixth will be deprecating thunder and lightning, storms and 
tempest; and so there will be as vast a confusion of affections 
in their worship, as there was of languages among the brick¬ 
layers of Babel. If therefore the people are at all obliged to 
pray, and praise, and give thanks in the public worship, which, 
one would think, no Christian should deny; it is impossible 
for them otherwise to perform it with any decency or order, 
but in conjunction with the priest in the public prayers, or 
liturgy; and this they can never do, unless they understand 
the language of it. And then as for the sacraments, seeing 
the people as well as the priest do, by partaking of them, 
enter into and renew their vow and covenant with God, which, 
so far forth as they are capable, must be their own free and 
voluntary act, it is necessary they should join and concur in 
them, either by their sponsors, who act for them, as in baptism, 
or by themselves, acting for themselves, as in the eucharist; 
for how can they perform a federal right between God and 
themselves, without concurring in it by their own free act and 
deed ? We are told indeed by the Representer, “ that the 
mass being a sacrifice wherein is daily commemorated the 
death and passion of Christ, by an oblation made by the priest 
of the body and blood of the immaculate Jjamb, under the 
symbols of bread and wine, according to his own institution ; 
it is not the business of the congregation present, to employ 
their ears in attending to the words, but their hearts in con¬ 
templation of the Divine mysteries, by raising up fervent 



56 


THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


affection of love, thanksgiving, &c. And for this,” he tells ns, 
“ there is little need of words, a true faith without these is 
all-sufficient.” Now granting all this to he true, about the 
mass being a sacrifice in the Roman sense ; yet, by this 
author’s good leave, I cannot apprehend, but that if the words 
they use in the celebration of it, were plain and intelligible to 
the people, and apt and proper for the occasion, their employ¬ 
ing their ears in attending to them, would very much assist 
their hearts in contemplation of the Divine mysteries, &c. 
Nor can I think their faith so all-sufficient, especially in a 
point so contradictory to their reason (as transubstantiation is), 
as not to need the assistance of plain, instructive, and per¬ 
suasive words. The Apostle tells us, “ that faith itself comes 
by hearing;” and that which begets it, to be sure must nourish 
and increase it. Blit if words are of no use at all in the cele¬ 
bration of the mass, in the name of God, to what end do they 
use them ? And why are people “ commanded (as just before 
he tells us they are) to assist at the Church service, and to hear 
mass/’ when “ in this they are instructed not to understand the 
words, but to know what is done ?” What confounded gib¬ 
berish is this! The people must hear the words of the mass, 
“ but not employ their ears in attending to the words;” that is, 
they must hear them so as not to hear them. Again, they 
must hear the words of the mass, “ and be therein instructed 
not to understand the wordsthat is, they must hear 
the words to no purpose, so as to be never the better 
or wiser for hearing them. Once more, they must hear the 
words of the mass, which they do not understand, so as to 
understand by them what is done in the mass ; that is, they 
must understand by words which they do not understand. 
Well, go thy way for a bold heroic self-contradictor, thou 
mayest defy the best master of nonsense pf them all, to vouch 
in so few lines, so many direct repugnancies. But to pass by 
all this ; is there nothing in their mass but only the sacrifice ? 
Are there not'lections and sequences proper enough to edify 
the people, were they permitted to understand them? Are 
there not responses appointed to them, in which they might 
express their devout desires, did they but know the meaning 
of them ? In a word, are there not post-communions, in 
which, together with the priest, they might offer up their 
prayers and praises to God, did they but understand the 
language of them ? Without which, it is impossible for them 
to join in them; and this they themselves confess, by pretend¬ 
ing this disparity between those inspired prayers St. Paul 
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treats of and their Latin service, viz. that in the former the 
people are obliged to join, but not in the latter; which sup¬ 
poses that they must understand the service they are obliged 
to join in; and consequently, that they cannpt join in the 
Latin service, because they do not understand it; for could 
they join in the latter, as well as the former, this disparity 
could be no reason why the one should not be in a known 
tongue, as well as the other. In short, we argue that there is 
the same necessity that the people should understand the 
stated prayers of the Church, as that they should understand 
those inspired prayers which St. Paul treats of, because they 
are obliged to join in one as well as the other. And we con¬ 
fess, say our adversaries, were this reason good, there would 
be the same necessity ; but therefore we assert, that there is 
not the same necessity, beoausc, though we allow they were 
obliged to join in those inspired prayers, yet we utterly deny 
that they are obliged to join in the stated prayers of the 
('Lurch ; this must be their sense, or this pretence of disparity 
between these two sorts of prayer, must be nonsense : aud 
therefore seeing the whole of tlieir service is worded in Latin, 
which is an unknown tongue to most of their people, it neces¬ 
sarily follow s that the most of their people are not obliged to 
join in any part of it, and consequently in those congregations 
where neither the priest nor any of the people understand 
Latin; their prayers are read, and nobody is obliged to pray 
them ; and their worship is performed, and nobody obliged 
to worship by it; which is a plain confession, that that which 
they call their public worship, is no worship ; or, which is 
the same thing, a worship that nobody is concerned in, or 
obliged to. 

Thirdly, That the public prayers of the Church have been 
always looked upon as prayers that were common to the 
people with the priests; for so it is plain that the public 
prayers of the temple were common to all the people, and that 
they joined in them ; not only from their responding Amen, at 
the close of them (as was observed before), hut also from 
several passages of Scripture ; such as,* “In his temple doth 
every one speak of his gloryAnd,f “ I went with the 
multitude to the house of God, with the voice of joy and 
praise/’ And again,| “Exalt him also in the congregation of 
the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders.” All 
which do shew that the people were to join in those public 

* Psal. xxix. 9. t Psal. xlii. 4. + Psal. evii. 32. 
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prayers and praises that were offered in the service of the 
temple. And indeed it was an ancient canon of the Jewish 
Church (as their own doctors tell us), that “ He who prays, 
ought always, # when he prays, to join with the Church and 
they tell us particularly of eighteen prayers in their public 
service, which the people were every day obliged to pray ; or 
at least, if they were hindered by business, or indisposition of 
mind, to pray one prayer, which was the summary of them all; 
and these prayers they were obliged (if they had time) to 
repeat after the minister of the congregation ; as appears by 
that rule of theirs,* “ When a man goes into the synagogue, and 
finds the assembly praying the additional prayer (that is, a 
prayer which the minister added to the eighteen, as the close 
of all) if he is sure he shall begin and end, so that he may 
answer Amen, after the angel of the Church, let him say his 
prayers/’ i. e. his eighteen prayers, or at least the summary. 
And that the Christian, as well as the Jewish people, did 
always join in the public prayers, might be demonstrated, if it 
were needful, from innumerable authorities of the Fathers : of 
which it will be sufficient at present to cite three or four: 
Justin Martyrf tells us, that in their administration of baptism, 
" the whole assembly being gathered together, did put up com¬ 
mon prayers for themselves, for the baptized person, and for 
all others throughout the world, with an attentive mind /’ and 
that in their Sunday’s service, after they had heard the Scrip¬ 
tures and exhortations, “ they rose up together and poured forth 
their supplications.” And that they all joined in the same 
prayers, is evident, not only from the Apostolic Constitutions ,% 
where the substance of the prayer they used in baptism is 
recorded, under the title of, “ The Prayer for the Faithful 
but also from that account which Clemens Alexandrinus gives 
us of their public worship :§ “ The terrestrial altar of the Chris¬ 
tians is the assembly of such as join together in prayers, filav 
wffTrep ex<«#v fyiav^v rrjv Koivijv ml fxlav yvbffxrjv, having as it' 
were, one voice or sentence; so that there may be properly said 
to be in the Church, eunwvaia, a breathing together the same 
breath; for the sacrifice of the Church is the word that ascends 
as incense from the holy souls, their whole minds together, with 
their sacrifice, being made known to God.’* Origen, in answer 
to Celsus, who charges Christians with using barbarous words 

* Vid. Lightfoot, vol. 2. 156, 158. 

t Apolog. 2. p. 97, 98. [p. 82, 83. Par. 1742.] 

£ Lib. 8. c. 10. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 1. p. 469. Lut. Par. 1671.] 

§ Strom. 7. p. 717. fp. 848. Venet. 1757.] 
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in their worship, tells him that it is utterly false, that “ the 
Greeks, in their prayers, used the Greek, the Romans the 
Latin; and that every one prayed to God, and praised him in 
his own dialect; and so the Lord of all dialects hears them 
praying to him in every dialect, expressing, with one voice, in 
divers tongues, the things which those divers tongues signify; 
for he prefers not one tongue before another, whether it be 
Greek or barbarous, as being either ignorant of, or not regard¬ 
ing what is spoken in other languages/’* By which it is- evi¬ 
dent that Christian assemblies did then, not only pray the 
same prayers (for otherwise, how could they be said to pray 
with one voice ?) but also that their prayers were all expressed 
in their own vulgar. St. Cyprian expressly tells us, that “ in 
their assemblies with the brethren, they celebrated the divine 
sacrifices of prayer and euqjjyarist, together with the priest of 
God.”f And to name no more, St. Basil in his apologetic epistle 
for his monks, tells the clergy of Neocsesarea that “at break 
of day we all in common, as from one mouth and heart, offer a 
psalm of confession to God, every one making the penitential 
words his own ; and if you shun us for these things, you must 
shun the Egyptians also, both the Libyas, those of Thebes, 
Palestine, Arabia, Phoenicia, Syria, and the inhabitants near 
Euphrates; and in a word, all those that have any esteem for 
prayers, and vigils, and psalmodies.”^ Which plainly shews, 
that it was then the manner of all Christian assemblies, to join 
together in the same prayer; and that they did not only pray 
them, but vocally repeat them after the priests, is evident from 
what he elsewhere tells us ; and St. Ambrose from him, viz. 
“ That from the prayers of men, women, and children to God, 
a mixed sound was heard in the Church, as it were of a wave 
dashing against the shore.” § A great many more authorities 
might be produced to this purpose; |! but these I think are 
sufficient to satisfy any modest man, that in the public prayers 
both of the Jewish and Christian Church, the people were 
always looked upon as obliged to join and bear their parts: 
and if in this the Church of Rome be singular from all other 
Churches (as our authors will have her) the more is her shame; 
and though this be bad enough, I wish to God it were the only 
criminal singularity she is guilty of. But, 

* Cont. Cels. p. 402. [vol. 1. p. 769. Par. 1733.] 

t De Orat. Dom. [ut supra, p. 415.] 

X Ep. 63. p. 95. 

$ Hexam. Horn. 4. To. 1. p„ 46. [vol. I. p. 55. Par. 1839.] 

H See a Treatise in Confutation of the Latin Service. 
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Fourthly, and lastly, The Church of Rome herself must be 
forced to own, that the people are obliged to join in her public 
prayers with the priests, or to confess herself guilty of the 
highest absurdity ; for both in her Mass and Breviary, the 
priest is ordered to preface a great part of the prayers with 
Or emus, i. e. “ Let us pray.” Now I beseech you, who doth 
the priest mean by us ? I cannot think he means himself 
only, for then he must split himself in twain to make an us ; 
and divide himself by his Christian name, from himself in his 
surname; and so Joseph must call to Mumford, “Let us 
pray and if he means not this (as sure it is not imaginable 
he should mean so wild an absurdity in such a serious matter) 
he must mean himself and the people : but then, why should 
he call upon the people to pray, if they are not obliged to 
pray with him ? If it be said that he only calls upon the 
people to pray, but not to join with him in the same prayer ; 
besides that there can be no reason assigned, why the people 
should not join in the same prayers ; and a great deal why 
they should, these prayers containing nothing in them but 
what is as proper for the people as the priests : besides this, I 
say, it is evident that the intention of this Or emus is, to excite 
both priests and people to join together in the same prayer; 
for the priest speaks to himself, conjunctly with the people, 
“ Let you and I pray and therefore his meaning must be 
the same to both, but to himself his meaning is to excite him¬ 
self to pray the following prayer, and therefore it must be 
the same to the people : as for instance, when in the office of 
the Vigils of Pentecost, the priest saith, “ Let us pray : O 
God, who hast commanded us, by the mouths of the prophets, 
to forsake temporal things, and pursue eternal,” &c. it is plain 
that he admonishes himself to pray this very prayer ; because 
immediately after he is to read a portion of Scripture; and 
therefore he must either read one prayer, and pray another, or 
pray that prayer, or none : and if the meaning of his Oremus 
be to excite himself to pray that prayer, it must be to excite 
the people to do the same; which necessarily supposes the 
people to be obliged to join with the priest in the same 
prayers, otherwise the Oremus signifies nothing; and indeed, 
take it at best, it signifies nothing to the generality of the 
people, few of whom understand the signification of it; and 
suppose they all understand that it signifies “ Let us pray,” 
yet are they never the wiser for it; for what must they pray ? 
Why they must pray, Deus qui nobis per prophetarunn ora , 
&c. But, good sir, what is that ? Why it is Latin. Is it so ? 
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Truly had it been Welsh or Arabic, it had been all one ; we 
understand neither the one nor the other. Understand! what 
is that to the purpose ? I tell you, you must pray it, whether 
you understand it or no. That is a very hard case indeed, for 
a company of silly souls as we are, to be required to pray we 
know not what; or, which is the same thing, to desire and 
hope for good things in nubibus , where we know neither what 
they are, nor of what importance they are to us; and the 
truth of it is, it is not only hard, but impossible; for seeing it 
is the knowledge of good tilings that renders them desirable, 
how is it possible for men to pray for, or desire of God the 
good things contained in a prayer, of which they have no 
knowledge, and which, for all they know, may be a charm 
instead of a prayer, or an imprecation of mischief, instead of a 
supplication for mercies. JJut let this be as it will, it is a plain 
case, that whenever the priest pronounces his Oremus (which 
he is very frequently obliged to do), he calls upon the people 
to join with him in the same prayer, which supposes them 
obliged so to do : and if they are so, it is evident our disparity- 
makers depart as far from the sense of their own Church, as 
from the truth, when they tell us that the people were obliged 
to join in those inspired prayers which St. Paul treats of, but 
not in the stated liturgy of the Church; and that therefore 
there is not the same necessity why the latter should be in a 
known tongue, as the former. 

3rdly, and lastly. Another disparity they make between these 
two sorts of prayer, is in respect of the languages in which 
they were expressed. “The Apostle,” saith Bellarmine, 
“ speaks of that sort of prayer and giving of thanks, which 
was performed by the gift of tongues, in some language that 
was utterly extraneous, which nobody understood, as Arabic 
or Persic; and which he who spoke it, many times did not 
understand ; but he doth not speak of the divine offices, 
which being composed in Greek, were understood of many * 
and to the same purpose Fisher, t Vane,$ and the Khemists,§ 
who tell us, “ The Apostle condemns a barbarous tongue, but 
not that which is understood by learned and civil people in 
every great city, as Hebrew, Greek, and Latin and to the 
same note cants our Scripturist, who is sure never to boggle 
at an absurdity wherever his master Bellarmine leads the way: 
“ St. Paul,” saith he, “ doth not so much as mean here to ex- 

* De Verb. Dei, lib. 2. c. 16. [ut supra, col. 1] 
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elude the use of such well known tongues as Greek and Latin 
were ; that is, such as were the languages* well known to all 
the better bred sort of most nations ; so that here is nothing 
against the mass said in Latin through the Latin Churches, 
or in all those western parts, where all knowing and under¬ 
standing men very commonly know this language. 5 ” To which 
I answer: 

First, That this pretended disparity perfectly contradicts 
the two former, viz. that the stated prayers of the Church are 
not designed either to instruct the people, or for the people to 
join in them; for both which purposes, those inspired prayers, 
of which St. Paul discourses, were directly intended; and there¬ 
fore, though it was very needful that the people should un¬ 
stand the latter, yet it is altogether indifferent whether they 
understand the former or no; and if it be so, it is all one 
what the unknown language, is, whether it be barbarous or 
civil, Arabic or Greek, or Latin, provided that the priest un¬ 
derstands it; and if he doth not, he may as well officiate 
mass in Arabic written in Latin characters, as those priests do 
in Latin, who understand neither Latin nor Arabic. To what 
purpose therefore do they tell us, that “ the Apostle condemns 
only a barbarous tongue, which nobody understands, but not 
that which is understood by learned and civil people? 55 It is 
needful or no for the people to understand their prayers 1 If 
not, why should the Apostle condemn a barbarous tongue, 
which nobody understands, and which nobody needs to under¬ 
stand ? If it be, their two former disparities vanish into air, 
there being no other imaginable reasons why it should be 
needful for them to understand their prayers, but only that 
they be instructed by them, aud enabled to join in them. The 
Apostle, you say, “ means to exclude barbarous tongues, such 
as Persic and Arabic: 55 and pray why doth he so? Because 
nobody understands them: but what need any body under¬ 
stand them ? (and if none need, the Apostle meant to exclude 
them without reason) unless it be that they may be directed 
what to pray for, and instructed to join in the prayer; and if 
so, then it seems it is needful both that the people should be 
instructed by, and join in the stated prayers of the Church as 
well as in those extemporary inspired prayers. And thus 
to establish a third disparity, you have fairly tript up the 
heels of the two foregoing: “ the Apostle doth not mean,” 
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you say, “ to exclude the use of such well known tongues as 
Greek and Latin were, which were understood by all the better 
bred sort of most nationsand why not these as well as 
Persic and Arabic? Why, because these are better under¬ 
stood. Ware Hawk, I beseech you! this is a very dangerous 
reason, and if I may advise you, do not meddle with it; for 
then it will unluckily follow, not only that public prayers 
ought to be celebrated in such languages as are best under¬ 
stood (and I am apt to think English in England is better 
understood than Latin), but also that the people ought (at 
least those of them that are better bred) to understand 
their prayers, so that they may be instructed by them, and 
join in them, and then good night to your two preceding dis¬ 
parities : hut this is the common fate of men that are listed 
to serve a bad cause, that their reasons generally fall foul upon 
themselves, and instead of encountering their adversaries, run 
a tilt at one another. 

Secondly, That if this objection signify anything, it allows 
it to be very needful for men of learning and education'to un¬ 
derstand their prayers, but not for the unlearned, which is 
notoriously false; for it grants that the Apostle condemns the 
use of such barbarous tongues in prayer as nobody under¬ 
stands, but not of such as are understood by men of learning 
and good education: from whence it must follow, either that 
the Apostle doth needlessly condemn such barbarous languages 
in public prayer, as the learned do not understand, or that it 
is needful that the learned should understand the public 
prayers, but not the unlearned, which is directly contrary to 
the sense of the Apostle, “ Else when thou shalt bless with 
the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the un¬ 
learned, say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he under- 
standeth not what thou sayest 1” Where he plainly condemns 
the use of an unknown tongue in prayer, not so much for the 
. sake of the learned as the unlearned; for it seems the un¬ 
known languages, in which they prayed, were, some of them 
at least, such as the learned among them did as well under¬ 
stand, and consequently could as well say Amen to, as the 
learned among us do the Latin prayers in the Roman liturgy. 
But this would not suffice our Apostle, though it very well 
suffices our objectors; it is sufficient, they say, that the public 
prayers be expressed in a language that the learned, in all 
countries and congregations, understand, and can say Amen 
to; this is not sufficient, saith the Apostle, the language of 
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your public prayers ought to be such, as the unlearned as well 
as the learned understand, and can say Amen to. Here are 
two contradictory sentences ; which of them is in the right, 1 
leave St. Paul and them to dispute; but our dapper Touch¬ 
stone, who, in his Road of Controversies, rarely ventures a step 
farther than Bellarmine leads him, here thinks he may make 
as bold to contradict his guide, as he doth to contradict St. 
Paul; and truly so far I conceive he is in the right: but then 
presently after he is as much in the wrong again,* " For,” 
saith he, "St. Paul’s saying, how shall he that occupieth the 
room of the unlearned say Amen ? shew such giving of 
thanks war not accustomed to be made in the vulgar tongue, 
and requires, or rather supposes, that in the services of the 
Church there should be some other to supply the room of the 
unlearned ; that is, one that should have further understanding 
of the tongue in which the service of the Church is said; 
but had the service been in the vulgar tongue, there needed 
no man to have supplied the place of the ideot that undcr- 
standeth notso that then it seems they had a learned clerk 
in every congregation, who perfectly understood that unknown 
tongue, in which the service of the Church was said, and said 
Amen to it for the ideots and unlearned ; in which choice 
period, the good man, to shew his impartiality, contradicts 
himself as well as Bellarmine , for a little before, in answer to 
this text of St. Paul, he very gravely tells us, thatf a there 
were two kinds of prayer, or giving thanks, in the Church; 
the one private, which every man saith by himself alone; the 
other public, which the priest saith in the name and person of 
the whole Church. As concerning private prayer, no Catholic 
denies that it is very expedient that every man pray in his 
own tongue, to the end he may understand what he says.” 
So then it seems the prayer in au unknown tongue, which St. 
Paul condemns, is only private prayer, which every one saith 
alone by himself, otherwise to what purpose is all this ? And 
if so, our clerk’s place will be void again; for how great 
plenty of clerks soever there might be in the primitive ages, 
I can hardly imagine that every one in the congregation had a 
clerk at his elbow ready to say Amen to his private prayer, as 
soon as it was finished ; but if the prayer in the first sentence 
be public (as our author affirms it is, when he calls it the 
service of the Church), and the same prayer in the second 
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sentence be a private prayer (as it must be, or the whole must 
be impertinent), I see no way he hath to vindicate himself from 
a plain self-contradiction, but to dismiss his distinction and his 
clerk together. But instead of doing this, in the next para¬ 
graph he falls bloodily foul upon the poor ministers of Geneva, 
for attempting to turn his imaginary clerk out of his desk, by 
rendering St. Paul’s fjords most deceitfully and maliciously 
thus :* “ He that is an idcot, how shall he say Amen?” in¬ 
stead of** He who supplies the place of an ideot.” A wise man, 
one would think, when he thus lays about him, should make 
some distinction between his friends and his enemies; but our 
wise author here deals his blows at random, and makes no dis¬ 
tinction between those hated ministers and his own dear master 
Bellarmine, but mauls them both together; for they both agree 
in the same interpretationgjund are equally guilty of interpreting 
our dear clerk out of his place and function; for so Bellarmine 
tells us,f “ that those words of the Apostle, 6 avair\j)ptHv tov 
toirov rov ’iSiwrov, according to the Greek phraseology, doth not 
signify one that acts for, or instead of the ideot, but One that 
sits in the place of the idcot, or is an ideot, or of the class of 
the ideots, as St. Chrysostom and Theophylact upon the 
place of which he gives several instances ; and then in the 
next paragraph but one, he tells us, that “ in the times of the 
Apostles all the people did respond in the divine offices, and 
that there was no man constituted to respond for themfor 
which he quotes the afore-cited passage of Justin Martyr, at 
the end of his second Apology ; and then he goes on to shew, 
that the same custom was continued for a Tong while after, 
both in the Eastern and Western Churches, which he proves 
unanswerably from St. Chrysostom’s Liturgy, and from St. 
Cyprian’s sermon on the Lord’s Prayer, and St. Jerome’s pre¬ 
face to his second book on the Epistle to the Galatians; to 
which, if he had thought fit, he might have added several 
other authorities : all which our author would have done well 
to consider, before he fell into those raving fits against the 
ministers of Geneva; in which, instead of correcting them, 
he only forces them to take up the primitive Fathers and his 
own dear master together, and lashes them most unmercifully 
upon their backs. 

Well then, after all, it seems this objection of our adversaries 
is as direct a contradiction of St. Paul as of us ; he tells you 
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that he means to exclude praying in all such languages as the 
unlearned do not understand, and therefore cannot say Amen 
to. No, say our adversaries, by your good leave St. Paul, your 
meaning is only to exclude praying in such languages as the 
more learned do not understand ; so that it seems they under¬ 
stand St. Paul’s meaning better than St. Paul himself. But why 
should he mean to exclude such languages only as the more 
learned do not understand ? Is it because scholars only are 
obliged to pray ? This I think is such a reason as no Christian 
will admit. But what other reason can you assign why scholars 
should understand the language of their prayers, but only this, 
that thereby they may be the better enabled to pray ? For if 
they can pray as well without understanding their prayers as 
with it, there can be no imaginable need why either the learned 
or unlearned should understand them, and consequently this 
provision of St. Paul for the learned will be wholly needless 
and impertinent ; but certainly, if to understand the lan¬ 
guage of our prayers be au advantage to us in prayer, the 
unlearned must have an equal right to it with the learned, 
seeing both are equally obliged to pray; as for the learned, they 
understand their prayers as well in the vulgar as in any learned 
language; but the unlearned understand them only in their 
own vulgar. Why then should the unlearned be excluded 
from this great advantage of understanding their prayers; 
whenas, would the Church but give leave, they might enjoy it 
in common with the learned? But if there were a necessity of 
excluding one or the other, I should think it much more charit¬ 
able to exclude the learned, the other being incomparably the 
greatest number; for if the advantage of the hearers he at all 
to be regarded in the service of the Church, then certainly the 
advantage of the most hearers is most to be regarded. 

Thirdly, That St. Paul condemns the use of an unknown 
tongue in prayer, not because it is barbarous, but because it is 
unknown; and this his reasoning against the use of it doth all 
along shew, because he that uses it, speaks not to men, 
because he doth not edify the Church, because his understand¬ 
ing is unfruitful to others, because he doth not teach or in¬ 
struct others ; and because others, not understanding him, can¬ 
not say Amen to him. All which, in other words, amounts to 
no more than this, because the tongue being unknown can con¬ 
vey no notices of the speaker’s mind to the hearers. To what 
purpose then do these men talk of barbarous and learned 
languages? whenas if a man speaks in Latin to those who 
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understand not Latin, he is far from speaking to them, teach¬ 
ing and edifying them; and if he prays in Latin, his under¬ 
standing is as unfruitful to them, and they are as far from 
being able to say Amen to his prayer as if he spoke and prayed 
in Arabic or Persic. But Latin is a language which all scholars 
understand. What then? The question is not, whether some 
or all scholars understand it, but whether the people understand 
it, of whom the religious assemblies do consist ? For if they do 
not, it is an unknown language after all. There were in some 
of those Corinthian assemblies such as could interpret the un¬ 
known languages that were spoke there, and consequently 
understood them; notwithstanding which, St. Paul condemns 
the use of them, because they were unknown to the people. 
We are told indeed by the sage author of Protestancy destitute 
of Scripture-proof,* “ tlia£.their fixed forms of divine offices are 
in a language the most certain and the most intelligible, not 
only in Christendom, but in every auditory.* * Which if it be 
true, the controversy is*at an end; for we desire no more but 
to have the public prayers performed in such a language as 
is most intelligible to every auditory. But, gpod Sir, are 
not your divine offices in Latin ? And do you seriously 
believe that English is not incomparably better understood in 
our English auditories than Latin f I atii sure if you do, your 
faith is of a peculiar make from all the world’s. But pray, 
how is it most intelligible ? For hitherto this seems to me one 
of the wildest paradoxes that ever was published to the world. 
Why you must know it is not intelligible, as all other lan¬ 
guages are, by the particular form and articulation of its words. 
No! then I dare boldly say, it is so intelligible as never any 
language was since the confusion of languages. But how then, 
I beseech you? Why, it is “ intelligible to every one, by either 
actions, or ceremonies, or circumstances,** &c. I confess for such 
an action, to speak so or so, or that this or that is the language 
of such a ceremony or circumstance, are figurative expres¬ 
sions, common enough in most languages; but for a language 
to speak, or to be intelligible by actions or ceremonies, is such 
a scheme of speech as no figure will warrant that I ever yet 
heard of, unless it be the figure blunder; we will allow your 
actions, your ceremonies and circumstances to be very signi¬ 
ficant, and their significations to be very intelligible. Bat pray 
what is this to your language ? A French shrug, or an Italian 
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grimace may be intelligible enough to a man that understands 
not one word either of French or Italian; and so may the cring¬ 
ings and bowings, and prostrations of a mass-priest be to the 
people, though they understand not one word of all the Latin 
service he recites to them ; but still, if they understand not the 
language, it is in St. Paul’s sense unknown to them, how well 
soever they understand the ceremonies: and for my life I can¬ 
not see how the intelligibility of the actions and ceremonies 
of their prayers should excuse their expressing them in 
unintelligible words. For to what end serve these intelli¬ 
gible actions and ceremonies, unless it be to instruct the people ? 
And in what are they to instruct them, but in the prayers and 
divine offices to which they appertain ? And if it be needful 
that the people should be instructed in the prayers (as it must 
be, or these actions and ceremonies must be needless), I would 
fain know which is the more likely way to instruct them, whether 
by dumb signs and shows, or by intelligible words, or whether 
the people would not better understand the prayers by hearing 
them pronounced or read in their own language, than by seeing 
a priest perform the most significant actions or ceremonies of 
prayer ? And if they would, pray how doth your using the 
least effectual means \o instruct the people, excuse your wilful 
neglect of the most effectual means ? So that in all this pre¬ 
tence there is nothing but perfect shuffling. The question 
between you and us is, whether the people understand the 
language of your prayers ? For if they do not, it is unknown 
to them, and under that notion is condemned by St. Paul. Some 
people, you say, do understand it; that is, one in five hundred 
perhaps understands it; and so many, it is probable of the 
Corinthian people understood Arabic and Persic. Or suppose 
it were but one in a thousand, the case is still the same. If 
the generality of the people are the people ; and the generality 
of our people do no more understand Latin than the generality 
of the Corinthians did Arabic or Persic, the one as well as the 
other must be an unknown tongue to the people; and if it be 
so, I see noway you have, after all your tricking, shuffling, and 
doubling, to justify your Latin service, but by appealing from 
St. Paul’s authority. 

Fourthly, and lastly, That supposing the people did under¬ 
stand Latin when they hear it, yet this will not at all excuse 
their muttering their Latin prayers in so low a voice that the 
people cannot hear them. The Representer tells us, that, if 
their prayers were in their mother-tongue, he should receive but 
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little advantage by it, because the greatest part is said in so 
low a voice that it is not possible he should hear it. And if 
this be true, I am fully of his mind, because words which he 
doth not hear, can doubtless signify no more to him than words 
which he doth not understand. But this is only excusing one 
fault by another; for if it be a fault to perform the public 
prayers in an unknown tongue, it is doubtless as great a fault 
to perform them in an unheard tongue, seeing what is unheard 
must be unknown. But why do they mutter them in so low a 
voice, contrary to the current sense and practice of the Primitive 
Church ? I confess, if the language of them be unknown to 
the people (as I doubt it is), it is no great .matter how low the 
voice is in which they are pronounced; for to what end 
should the people hear that which they cannot understand ? 
But if they do understand* a Latin prayer when they hear it (as 
*some of their bolder sort of authors would fain insinuate they 
do), I am sure they do not understand it when they hear it 
not. An unknown language in public prayer is forbid because 
it hinders the people from understanding the prayers ; and in 
my opinion, it is as hard for the people to understand the 
prayers in a known language, when they do not hear it, as in an 
unknown language when they do hear it: but if they can under¬ 
stand it, notwithstanding they neither know the language, nor 
hear the words of it, truly they are much greater conjurors 
than ever I took them for. 

And thus, I think, I have returned a full answer to all the 
cavils of our adversaries, the very best of which are so very 
thin and transparent, that if I might advise them, they should 
tamper no more with 1 Cor. xiv. And seeing there is no per¬ 
suading St. Paul, either by fair means or foul, to be reconciled 
to their practice, even to let him alone for the future to abound 
in his own sense ; and this some of their own authors have 
judged the most advisable course, who having tried all manner 
of artifice to vex and torture the text into a compliance with 
their Church’s service, and all to no purpose, were at last 
forced to betake themselves to this resolution, that* “the 
Church doth not at all offend in departing from this institution 
of St. Paul, it being left free to the Church, not only to violate 
this institution of St. Paul, but also the institution of God him¬ 
self, supposing it to have been dace profitable to the Church, 
but now unprofitable.” And this I confess is a full Catholic 

* Vid. Hoftmeist. in 1 Cor. xiv. p. 272. 
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answer, not only to what St. Paul, hut also to what God him¬ 
self hath said, or can say. But before they attribute to their 
ChuTch such an exorbitant authority over the word of God, it 
concerns them to beware, lest while they seek to evade St. 
Paul’s authority, they verify his prophecy in 2 Thess. ii. 3, 4, 
where he tells us, “ that the day of Christ shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he 
is God.” 



BOOK IY. 


THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME JUSTLY CON¬ 
DEMNED, AS DIRECTING PRAYERS TO SAINTS AND 
ANGELS. 


A DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING 

INVOCATION OF SAINTS. 


Amongst many other very corrupt and erroneous doctrines 
of the Romanists, the Church of England in her twenty- 
second Article, condemns that of Invocation of Saints, as a 
“ fond thing, vainly invented, and grounded upon no warranty 
of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the word of God mid in 
her learned homily against the Peril of Idolatry, passes yet a 
much severer censure upon it, and makes all those that be¬ 
lieve and practise it, “guilty of the same idolatry that was 
amongst Ethnics and Gentiles.” How sharp soever this 
charge may be thought to be, it is, you see, the plain sense 
and judgment of our Church, and what I believe is the truth, 
and no hard matter to make good. 

To proceed therefore in the easiest and clearest method I 
can, I propose to sum up all that 1 think needful to be said 
upon it, under these following heads : 

I. What is the professed doctrine and practice of the Church 
of Rome as to Invocation of Saints. 

II. On what occasion it began and spread in the Church. 

III. That there is not the least proof for it from Scripture. 

IV. That there is no proof for it from the Fathers of the 
first three hundred years, and more. 

V. That there is full and evident proof in Scripture against it. 

VI. That the Fathers of the first and purest ages, till after 

three hundred, are all express and positive in their writings 
against it. 4 

VII. That the doctrine and practice of Saint-invocation is 
impious and idolatrous. 
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I. 

What is the professed Doctrine and Practice of the Church of 
Rome , as to Invocation of Saints ? 

An account of this I shall give you first in general, as it is 
set down in the decree of the Trent Council, and then lay it 
before you more at large distributed under several particulars. 

In the twenty-fifth session of that packed synod, we have its 
decree in these words: “ That all bishops and pastors, that 
have the care of souls, do diligently instruct their flock, that 
it is good and profitable, humbly to pray unto the saints, and 
to have recourse to their prayers, help, and aid.” And then 
to reinforce the obligation of it, it denounces an anathema 
against all those who shall find fault with it, or refuse to 
practise it j so that now, whosoever shall be so hardy as to 
think and teach the contrary, to say, that either it ought not 
to be done, or that it is a foolish thing to do it; that the 
practice is little less than idolatry, repugnant to the doctrine 
of the Scriptures, hugely derogatory to the glory of God, as 
sole Governor of the world, and highly injurious to the honour 
of Christ, as the only Mediator betwixt God and man, does, in 
the judgment of that Church, think impiously; and if the 
Pope’s power, as well as his infallibility, does not fail him, he 
must be cursed and damned for it. But, for once, not to be 
frighted with his vain thunder, I shall proceed, in due place, 
by God’s assistance, to prove all the aforegoing particulars 
against it, when I have given you yet a fuller description of it. 
First then : 

1 . The least and most excusable thing in this doctrine and 
practice is, to pray to saints to pray for them. Thus much is 
not only confessed by them, but mbdc the pretence to bring 
off this doctrine without the charge of idolatry and creature- 
worship : We do no more, in praying to saints departed, say 
they, than one living Christian does to another, when he says. 
Pray, sir, pray for me, or remember me in your prayers. But 
was this indeed the true meaning of such devotions, it is so 
far from being any justification of them, that the apology itself 
is sinful; and admitting the excuse, the practice no less to be 
condemned. For, 

When they pray to saints departed to pray for them, those 
saints do either hear their prayers, an# become acquainted 
with their desires, or they do not; if they do hear all those 
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prayers that are put up to them at the same time by innu¬ 
merable persons, and that in far distant places, what is this 
but to ascribe to them that ubiquity and omnipresence, that is 
solely, peculiarly, and incommuuicably in God ? If they do 
not, then it is very absurd and ridiculous, and a great abuse 
of that reason God hath given men for other ends than to 
trifle with, to pray to them. For, to what purpose should 
they pray to them that cannot hear them ? Why should they 
beseech those to be their advocates to God, and recommend 
their particular cases to him, whose cases they cannot, by any 
way that we know of, come to understand? As for their 
learning and seeing all things in the glass of the Trinity, or 
learning them by particular revelation from God ; as God has 
declared no such thing to us, so is it not to be known by the 
light of nature, but the^pntrary is very probable, if not cer¬ 
tain ; as shall be made to appear by the sequel of this dis¬ 
course. It is not denied but that blessed spirits, who are 
safely landed upon the shore, do pray for their partners who 
are still behind beating it on the waves ; it is not denied but 
that saints in heaven may pray in particular to God for their 
friends and relations, whose necessities and infirmities they 
were well acquainted with before they left the body : so it was 
agreed betwixt St. Cyprian and Cornelius, that who went first 
to glory, should be mindful of the other’s condition to God ; 
for why should their memories or their charity be thought to 
be less in heaven, than they were on earth ? We know it wa* 1 
the practice of some good men in the primitive times, to re¬ 
commend themselves to the prayers of the saints; that is, to 
desire God to hear the prayers that the saints in heaven did 
make in their behalf; and to apply themselves to the martyrs 
a little before their suffering, when they themselves were 
entered into bliss, to intercede with God for those who were 
yet on the way passing thither with fear and trembling. But 
now is there no difference betwixt the saints’ intercessions for us, 
and our invocation of them ? Betwixt their praying for us in 
heaven, and our praying to them on earth ? Is there no dif¬ 
ference betwixt one living Christian praying to another to pray 
for him, who hears his request, and who is acquainted with 
his condition, and our addressing to saints departed to pray 
for us, who know us not, and who are ignorant of our state ? 

Again, when they pray to saints departed, they do it with 
all the rites and solemnities of a religious worship, in sacred 
offices, upon their knees, with uncovered head, with hands and 



7 4 THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 

# 

eyes lifted up, in times and places dedicated to God’s worship ; 
now, though it should be true, that they do no more than 
pray to saints to pray for them: yet doing it in that manner, 
with such external acts of devotion that are confessed to ho 
the same wherewith we call on God, I do not see how they 
can be excused, even on this account, from attributing that 
honour to the creature, which is due only to the Creator. As 
God is owned to be infinite in himself, and to have incommu¬ 
nicable perfections, so there ought to be some pecidiar and 
appropriate acts and signs of worship to signify, that wc do 
inwardly so esteem and believe of God: and when these are 
once determined by the law of God, or the universal reason 
and consent of mankind, the applying them to any else but 
him, is a plain, violating his peculiarities, and robbing him of 
his honour. And now in this respect also I cannot discern 
how the Romish invocation of saints is of the same nature 
with our requesting our fellow-members to pray for us. For 
(not to mention again the presence of these, and the absence 
of the other), is there no difference betwixt my desiring an 
eminently good Christian to pray for me, and falling down on 
my knees, with hands and eyes lifted np, and that in a temple 
to him, with that request? Would not every good man, that 
has any regard for the honour of God, presently shew his de¬ 
testation of such an action ? Would he not say to me, as 
St. Peter to Cornelius falling down before him, “ Staud up, I 
myself also am a man V* Would he not, with St. Paul, have 
rent his garments, and with much holy indignation cried out 
to me, as he to the men of Lystra, designing the same honours 
t6 him and Barnabas, wherewith they worshipped their gods, 
st Why do ye these things ? we also are men of like passions 
with you/’ As the saints in heaven cannot be supposed to 
lose anything of their love and charity towards their fellow- 
members by going thither; so neither can they be thought to 
abate anything of their zeal and fervour for the honour of 
God; and therefore certainly what they did and would have 
refused here on earth, they must, with higher degrees of ab¬ 
horrence, reject now they are in heaven. 

Moreover, if this be all they mean by all their several offices 
of devotions to saints departed, that they should pray for them 
unto God, why in all this time that these forms have been 
complained of, has not the sense of them been better expressed ? 
Whence, I pray, shall we take the meaning of such prayers, 
but from the usual signification of the words ? But if not. 
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why has no inquisition passed upon them ? Why have not 
the grossest and rankest for superstition, and encroaching on 
the prerogative of God, been expunged and blotted out ? 
Why all this while has there been no review, no comments 
upon them, no cautions and instructions written and bound 
up with their Breviaries, Rosaries and Hours, that the people 
might know how to understand them ? If the form of words 
in their saint-invocation be the same that is used to God, hut 
their sense and meaning otherwise ; why don’t they tell this 
to the world, and make their explication as public and as 
general as the prayers ? 

Certainly, the bishops and governors of the Romish Church, 
and those that have the care of souls amongst them, are either 
guilty of gross and wilful neglects to the people, or else, 
whatever they say to us, *their will is, that the people should 
understand those prayers according to the customary and 
received use of the words ; and then I am sure they pray, not 
only to saints to pray for them unto God, in order to the ob¬ 
taining of him such aids and supplies as they want, but to 
saints themselves for those very blessings : as will appear at 
large in the next particular. 

2 . They pray to saints departed for those very blessings 
that none but God can give. To what purpose else do they 
advise us to fly, not only to their prayers, but “ their help and 
assistance* which words, “ help and assistance,” would 
have been altogether superfluous, was not something else meant 
by them, than only that of their prayers. 

To what purpose else do they pray to them to “visit” 
them,f “to make haste and come” to them, did they not 
expect some other aid and assistance from them, than bare 
praying for them ? For that certainly might have been better 
and more conveniently performed in heaven, before the face 
of God. * 

To what purpose else, in some particular cases, do they put 
up their addresses to one saint, rather than to another, accord¬ 
ing as in this world they were famous, either for some eminent 
grace shining in them, or for some strange cure, or extraordi¬ 
nary deliverance wrought by them, but only that they believe 
and trust, that those who did such great things on earth, are 
much more willing and able to do them now they are in 

* Opem Auxiliumque Trid. Con. scss. 25. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 14. p. 
895. Lut. Par. 1072.] t Propore vent, aecekra. 
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heaven, where, while other graces cease, charity and beneficence 
are perfected and abide for ever ? 

Thus because St. Roche was signally charitable in assisting 
those who were infected with the plague, therefore do they 
call upon him in times of infection; because St. Apollonia had 
all her teeth struck out for her undaunted confession of the 
faith of Jesus, therefore do they fly to her for ease against the 
rage of teeth ; because St. George was by profession a soldier, 
and renowned for wonderful achievements, therefore have they 
recourse to him for assistance against enemies. It is true, was 
it lawful to address to any at all, this might be a sufficient 
reason, why they address to this rather than to another saint, 
because his or her former actions or sufferings do best suit and 
befit their present case; but being not sure that these and 
such-like canonized saints of the Romish Church, are saints in 
heaven; being sure, if they are, they cannot hear us, nor 
know our particular state, much less bestow health and deli¬ 
verance upon us, whilst we love and honour the memory of 
saints indeed, we ought to call only upon God, who only “ is 
a present help in time of need/’ and “the Saviour of them 
that put their trust in him.” 

But to put this out of doubt, it will not be amiss to set 
down some of their forms of devotion to saints departed : and 
here, not to rake for them in some obscure authors, that have 
privately stole into the world, I shall need go no farther than 
the present Roman Breviary, corrected and published by the 
decree and order of the Council of Trent. The blessed Virgin 
is there invocated in the feast of the Assumption, “ for strength 
against enemies;” and in the hymn frequently used in her office, 
she is not only called “the gate of heaven,” but intreated to 
“ loose the bonds of the guilty, to give light to the blind, to drive 
away our evils, to obtain good things for us, and to shew herself 
to be a mother”.(that is, as the Mass-book of Paris, 1634, inter¬ 
prets it),* “in right of a mother to command her son.” In 
another place she is sued to “ for help to the miserable, for 
strength to the weak, for comfort to the afflicted, and that all that 
celebrate her festivals may feel her assistanceand but that I 

* O felix puerpera, nostra pians scelera, jure matris impera Redemp- 
tori. Dali, de Cultu Latin. [Adv. Latin, de Rel. Cult. Objecto.] lib. 3. 
cap. 4. p. 359. [Genev. 1664.] Not denied by Natalis Alexander, though 
he answers this citation of Daille, only he says, Non est ab Ecclesia probata, 
ct quibusdam tantum missalibus olim inserta est. Hist. Eccl. Sec. 5. dissert. 
5. [dissert. 25.] p. 343, 347. [vol, 9. p. 773. Bing, ad Rken. 1787.] 
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said I would not hunt for matter, I could send you to authors 
of theirs, and not of the least note, where we may read such 
blasphemy as this: “ that God hath given the Virgin Mary 
half Of his kingdom.”* “ That the prayers made to, and by 
the saints, are better than those made by Christ.”f “ That 
the mother’s milk is equally to be esteemed with the son’s 
blood. This you may take for a taste of that hyperdulia , 
that super-refined service, which they put up to the blessed 
Virgin; and yet that to the Apostles, and other saints of less 
magnitude, comes not much behind it; St. Peter is entreated, 
by the power given to him, “ to hear their prayers, to untie the 
bonds of their iniquity, and to open the gates of heaven all 
the Apostles,§ “to absolve them from their sins, by their 
command to heal all their spiritual maladies, and to increase 
their virtues.” || St. Andrew is supplicated “ for patience, to 
bear cheerfully the cross of Christ;” St. Francis “ for deli¬ 
verance from the drudgery and bondage of sinSt. Bridget 
“ for wisdom against the snares of the worldSt. Nicholas 
“ for courage against the assaults of the devil;” St. Agnes 
“ for the chiefest of graces, that of charityand St. Catha¬ 
rine “ for all graces we are taught to pray to be delivered from 
hell, and to be made partakers of heaven by their merits ;^[ to 
fly to them as our patrons and advocates, to put confidence in 
their intercessions, and to ascribe our mercies aud deliverances 
to their power and interest in God. In the office of visitation 
of the sick, the priest laying his hand upon the head of the 
sick person, prays,** “ that Jesus the son of Mary, and Saviour 
of the world, would for the merits and intercession of his holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, and all saints, be gracious and mer¬ 
ciful to him and in another place in the same office, thatf'f 
“ through the intercession of the blessed Virgin and all saints, 
he might obtain eternal life.” These are enough; but I can¬ 
not omit one more, which is a flower indeed; in the office 
about the sacrament of penance, there is found this remark¬ 
able prayer,J| “ The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
merits of the blessed Virgin Mary, and of all saints, and what¬ 
soever good thou hast done, and whatsoever evil thou hast suf- 

* Biel, in Can. Mis. Seet. 80. t Salmeron in 1 Tim. 2. disc. 8. 

X Carol. Scrib. in Amph. hon, § Coramun. p. 29. 

|| Chemn. exemp. Invocat. Sanct. p. 146. % Breviar. etMiss. 

** Ritual, de Visit. Infirm. +f Meritis et intercessione S. S. 

tt Ritual. Rom.de Sacram. pcenit. [Passio Domini nostri JesuChristi, 
merita Mariae Virginis, et omnium Sanctorum, et quicquid boni feceris, et 
mali sustinueris sunt tibi in remissionem peccatorum, augmentum gratise, 
premium vitte eetermu. Amen. P. 44. Venet. 1663.J 
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fered, be to thee for the remission of sins, the increase of 
grace, and the reward of eternal life.’* And now let the 
reader judge, if this he not to give the creature that worship 
that is due only to the Creator, and to seek to obtain those 
blessings from finite beings, and through their procurement, 
which only Almighty God, and his blessed Son Jesus Christ, 
can give unto men. 

3. It is the doctrine of the Church of Rome, that mental* 
prayers as well as vocal, are to be put up to saints departed: 
so the Trent Council decreed ; so their bishops and pastors 
are enjoined to teach the people, and so they practise, this 
being a form of prayer to saints, in frequent use amongst 
them, “ with the desire of our hearts we pray unto you, regard 
the ready service of our mindsso tliat according to them, 
saints departed do not only hear our prayers, but know our 
hearts also; and indeed this is necessarily implied in every 
prayer that is made to them, viz. that they not only hear the 
prayer, but know the disposition of the heart from whence it 
proceeds, otherwise the hypocritical supplicant must be sup¬ 
posed as likely to obtain their favour as the sineerest votary. 

4. They not only pray to them with mental and vocal 
prayer, but 

They confess their sins to them. Very remarkable is that 
form of confession in the reformed, Roman Missal :*f " I con¬ 
fess to Almighty God, to the ever-blessed Virgin, to blessed 
Michael Archangel, to blessed John Baptist, to the holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul, to all the saints, and to you, brethren, 
that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed.” 

They make vows to them ; nothing is more common than 
at entrance into some religious orders, thus to express their de¬ 
votion, “ I vow to God and the blessed Virginthen to vow 
that their whole life shall be devoted to the blessed Virgin, or 
some other saint, X according to that famous pattern, “ I 
humbly beg of thee, O mother of all clemency, that thou 
wouldest vouchsafe to admit me into the number of those 
who have devoted themselves to thee, to be thy perpetual ser¬ 
vants.” Another of this kind, not much inferior to it, we 
meet in IIorstius,§ viz. “ I firmly resolve henceforth to serve 
thee and thy Son with all faithfulness, and for ever to cleave 
to thee.’* 


* Voce vel mente aupplicare. [Labbc, ut supra.] 
t Ordinar. Missse, p. 217. 

X Francis. Albertin. de Angel. Ousted, p 224. 

^ Horst, in Dedic. Sect. 2. p. 83. 



Pit AVERS TO SAINTS AND ANGELS. 


79 


They offer up laud and praise to them, and entreat them to 
hear and receive their thanksgivings; thus to St. James they 
pray,* “that lie would joyfully hear the acknowledgments 
that as right and due they paid to him.” It is usual with their 
learned men, to conclude their books with “ praise to God and 
the blessed Virgin,” particularly Valentia and Bcllarmine ; the 
latter of which thus ends his book concerning the worship of 
saints :f “ Praise be to God and to the blessed Virgin, also to 
Jesus Christ.” Horstius before had it, “thee and thy Son;” 
Bcllarmine here, “the blessed Virgin,” and then “Jesus 
Christ;” whereby we may see they give her not only an equal 
part with God in their praises, but placing her before Christ, :£ 
seem to give her somew hat of pre-eminence above him. 

5 . They appoint angels and saints deputies and lieutenants 
under God in the government of the world, and stick not to 
make them guardians, potions, and patronesses over particular 
kingdoms, cities, churches, and single persons. The Scripture 
indeed frequently speaks of the knowledge, presence, dignity, 
occasional ministry, and embassies of holy Angels; but that 
delegation of power the Romanists give them, whereby they 
make them share empire and dominion with God in the go¬ 
vernment of the world, can be as little proved of them, as of 
saints departed ; howev er, I am chiefly to consider their doc¬ 
trine and practice in reference to the latter; they teach the 
people^ to make choice of one or more out of the number of 
the saints, to be their patron; to love them, to imitate them, 
through their hands to offer daily their works to God, to com¬ 
mend themselves to their protection at all times, especially in 
difficulties and temptations. They give to one saint this pre¬ 
cinct, and to another that; to one, power over this malady; 
over that, to others: more of this you have drawn to the life 
in the forementioned excellent homily of our Church against 
idolatry, || out of which I shall only cull some passages, and 
refer the reader for farther satisfaction to the homily itself: it 
compares such saints in the Roman Church, to whom they 
allot the defence of certain countries, to the DU Tutelares of 
the Gentile idolaters; such to whom the safety of certain cities 
are committed, to their DU Presides; and such to whom 

* Brev. Rom. in fest. S. Jacob. 

t Bellar. de cul. Sanct. Ludg. Edit. 

+ Laus Deo virginifjue Mariue, Jesu item Christo. 

^ Horst, parad. Annua, Sect. 2- || Homil. of Idolat. 
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temples and churches are builded, and altars erected, to their 
Dii Patroni: it tells us “ that the Romanists have no fewer 
saints than the heathens had gods, to whom they gave the 
honour due to God: every artificer and profession has his 
special saint as a peculiar god : for example, scholars have St. 
Nicholas and St. Gregory; painters, St. Luke ; neither lack 
soldiers their Mars; nor lovers their Venus, amongst Chris¬ 
tians. The sea and waters, amongst the Romanists, as well 
as cities and countries, have their special saints to preside over 
them, as amongst the heathens they had gods; all diseases 
have their special saints as gods, the curers of them ; the pox, 
St. Roche; the falling-evil, St. Comelis; the tooth-ache, St. 
Apollonia; neither do beasts and cattle lack their gods with 
us; for St. Loy is the horse-leech, and St. Anthony the swine¬ 
herd, &c. Where is God’s providence and due honour in the 
mean time? Who saith, the heavens be mine, the earth is 
mine, the whole world, and all that therein is ; but we have left 
him neither heaven nor earth, nor water, nor country, nor city, 
peace nor war, to rule and govern ; neither men nor beasts, 
nor their diseases to cure; and as if we doubted of his ability 
or will to help, we join to him another helper, as if he were a 
noun adjective, using these sayings; such as learn, God and 
St. Nicholas be my speed; such as sneeze, God help and St. 
John; to the horse, God and St. Loy save thee : thus are we 
become like horses and mules that have no understanding: O 
heavens! O earth! What madness and wickedness against 
God are men fallen into ! What dishonour do the creatures 
their Creator and Maker! This is not written to reproach 
the saints, but to condemn the foolishness and wickedness of 
men, who make of the true servants of God, false gods, by 
attributing to them the power and honour which is God’s, 
and due to him only.” 

II. 

On what occasion this Doctrine and Practice began and 
spread in the Church. 

Great was the honour the Primitive Christians had for 
their martyrs and confessors; they frequented their tombs, 
erected altars on the places of their burial, highly esteemed 
their bones and relics: here they rehearsed their good works 
done in their lifetime, and their faith, patience and constancy 
shewed at death : here they blessed God for that grace that 
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was given to them, and for that good that accrued to them¬ 
selves by their evainple : here they proposed their virtues for 
imitation, and had their own piety and zeal inflamed by the 
remembrance of them ; and the Christian cause being then 
harassed on every side by implacable enemies, the malice of 
th#Jew, and the subtlety of the Greek, and the power of the 
Roman, combining with their united force to destroy and root 
it up, it pleased God, not only by the demonstration of a 
Divine power in the Apostles, and their immediate successors, 
whilst they were alive, but also by many wonderful things 
done at their tombs, when they were dead, and by sensibly 
answering prayers that were there put up to him, to confirm 
the truth of Christianity, to declare his approbation of the 
sufferings of his servants, and to encourage others to seal the 
doctrine of the Gospel wj£h their blood, as they had done. To 
them, in a particular manner, may that of the Apostle be 
applied,* ft Whom God did foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son; and whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he called, them 
he also justified; and whom he justified, them he also glori¬ 
fied.” The Apostle having said in the verse before,f We 
know that all things work together for good unto them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose;” 
adds, as a proof of what he had said, “ whom he did fore¬ 
know,” would be persons of great and noble minds, and so fit 
for the work ; “ them he did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son,” them he did decree to suffer for his 
sake, and by sufferings to be made conformed to his Son, who 
was made perfect through sufferings; “ and whom he did pre¬ 
destinate, them he also called them in due time, he actually 
called forth to suffer for his name ; “ and whom he called, 
them he also justified,” them he approved of as faithful servants, 
as loyal soldiers, as invincible champions of truth and righteous¬ 
ness ; and “ whom he justified, them he also glorifiedthem 
he crowned with honour and renown here, and with immortal 
glory hereafter. This was the testimony God bore to the 
Apostles and first bishops of the Church, to the authority they 
had received, to the doctrine they taught, and for which 
they died : this was the honour the Primitive Christians de¬ 
servedly shewed to their victorious martyrs; they did not 
invocate them, but loved their memories, commemorated their 

* Rom. viii. 29, 30. 
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virtues, and blessed God for tlieir example; they performed to 
them not any part of religious worship that was due to God 
only, but (as they called it)* “an officious worship, a worship 
of love and society, a special and particular observance, a 
respect convenient and proper,” and which they could not but 
think was due to them on the account of the great service #iey 
had done to the cause of Christ, and the more than ordinary 
worth and excellency that shined in them. 

But afterwards, in succeeding ages, when through the good 
providence of God, and favour of Constantine the Great, the 
Church had rest and ease, and prosperity began to dawn upon 
it; the devil, finding he could not prevail over the Christian 
faith by fiery trials and temptations, betook himself to other 
more secret, it may be, but equally dangerous stratagems ; and 
by working on the strong inclinations and affections of men to 
ease .and softness, he too successfully attempted to deprave 
and corrupt it by loose and superstitious doctrines : most men 
arc for some kind of religion, whether the devil will or no ; 
which, because he cannot hinder, he labours what he can it 
may be such, that whilst it pretends fair, may do them but 
little good; and men are forward enough to close with that 
which offers at carrying them to heaven on the easiest terms. 
The Church being now out of persecution, and riches and 
honours attending that profession, for which such multitudes 
had lost all, and endured the flames, the people began to he 
more loose and vain in their conversations, than when they 
still expected martyrdom : now they began to place their reli¬ 
gion in shows and pretences, more than in a sincere and sub¬ 
stantial piety : and whereas before they were wont to frequent 
the tombs of the martyrs, that at the sight of* the place their 
affections might he raised, their devotions enlivened, and their 
faith and charity receive farther degrees of warmth and heat 
from their burning and shining examples, now they placed all 
their religion in the bare outward observance of that solemnity, 
arid took more care to honour the saints by their lofty praises 
and commendations of them, than to become saints tliemselves 
by imitating their graces and virtues; and that what was 
wanting in the one, they might make up in the other, they 
now began to fall into many superstitious conceits and opinions 


* Cultus officiosus, dileetionis, et societatis, specialis observantia. St. 
Aust. contr. Faust. 1. 20, 21. [yol. 8. p. 347. Par. 1688.] oi> Xarpevreic&g, 
dAXd crvtrnewc nai rtK^rijewf. Cyril. 1. 6. contr. Jul. fp. 203. Lutet. 
1638.] 
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concerning them, to break out into too lavish and indeed 
extravagant expressions of their worth, and to fly too high in 
their panegyrics anti laudatory orations. Now they began. 

To attribute the miracles done at the martyrs’ tombs to the 
martyrs’ own power, or at least, mediation with God; the 
common people observing, that many cures were wrought upon 
those, that at those monuments applied themselves to God, 
were led by degrees to look upon them as so many testimonies 
of the martyrs’ great interest in the court of heaven, and in¬ 
stead of begging relief of God, to speak directly to the martyrs 
themselves : 

To fancy that the souls of martyrs were always hovering 
about their tombs and ashes, and so joined their intercessions 
with the prayers of Christians that were put up to God in , 
those places; so it was objected by Vigilantius to St. Jerome : 

To wish that the martyrs would pray for them; so they 
cried out in the Council of Ohalcedon ;* “Let Flavius pray 
for us and in Theodoret’s history of the lives of the Fathers, 
we find in the close of most of them (though some think them 
not to be his words, but additions and insertions afterwards), 

“ I wish and desire, that by their intercession I may obtain 
Divine help 

To commend themselves to the f martyrs’ intercessions, to 
beg to be heard for their sakes, to be helped by their prayers, 
to be vouchsafed the effects of the prayers that were made by 
them in behalf of the Church below : 

To pray to them, upon supposition if they heard or knew 
what was done ■ here below :% “ Hear, O thou soul of great 
Constantius,” says St. Gregory Nazianzen, “ if thou hast any 
understanding of these things the like he hath in his funeral 
oration which lie made upon his sister Gorgonia ;§ “If thou 
hast any care of things done by us, aud holy souls, receive this 
honour from God; that they have any feeling of such things 
as these, receive this oration of ours." 

By such steps and degrees as these, the frequenting the 
places where the martyrs were enshrined, and honouring their 
names and memories, was turned into superstitious devotion, 
and that soon ended in solemn and downright invocation. 

* Oret pro nobis Plavianus. 

t Comimmdarc nos orationi, St. Aust. 

| Nazian. Orat 3. in Julian, [vol. 1. p. 50. Par. 1630.] 

i T 01 KCLl */f l£T *P u,v fori \6 yof. Orat. und. in Gorgon. 

| Ibid. p. 189.J ° 
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To all this we may add, what a learned * author of our own 
has ingeniously guessed, that the great compliance and yield¬ 
ing of the Roman Christians in this particular, to those nor¬ 
thern nations the Goths and Vandals, when they invaded and 
over-ran the empire, did not a little contribute to raise aud 
propagate this saint-worship and invocation in the Church : of 
all the heathen nations, none were more zealously devoted to 
the worship of daemons than those were; whereof he gives 
many testimonies: now it is not improbable that the Christians, 
to mollify their fierce natures, and to induce them the more 
readily to embrace Christianity, might indulge them still in 
that practice, excepting only the object of their worship,, giving 
them real saiuts and holy angels, instead of their feigned and 
• impure deities; and that which makes this the more probable 
is, that their invasion and stay in Italy, and the rise and growth 
of daemon-worship there, jump exactly as to time, and both 
bear date from the fourth and fifth centuries. 


III. 

That there is not the least proof for it from Scripture . 

1. And here we are first to take notice, that it is freely 
confessed by some of their own t learned divines, that there 
is no express text, either in the Old or New Testament, for 
this doctrine and practice ; and is it not hard to make that an 
article of faith, that has no foundation to stand on in the word 
of God ? Or, to make that a duty, that has no law nor sanc¬ 
tion to bind us to the practice of it ? Were not the Scriptures 
written “ to make men wise unto salvation,” and “ to instruct 
them throughly unto all good works Were they not written 
“that we might believe, and believing might have life?”§ Do 
not the Apostles say, “they have made known to men the whole 
will of God, and kept nothing hid from them ?’* Do they not 
abound in earnest exhortations to “pray,” to “pray always,” to 
“ pray without ceasing,*’ “with all prayer ?” Have they not left 
frequent directions for the right performance of it, in a lan¬ 
guage that all that hear may understand, “ with pure hands, in 
faith, without wrath and doubting ?”[| And now can we 


* Dr. Tenison. 

t Bellar. de Sanct. beat. c. 19. [vol. 2. p. 412. Frag. 1721.] Sahn. in 
1 Tim. 2. disp. 7. Eckius Enchirid. de vener. Sanct. c. 15. Cardin, dn 
Perron. 

t 2 Tim. in. 15. [17.] 


§ John xx. [31.] 
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imagine, after all this, that had invocation of saints been so 
good and profitable a duty, or that it had been so great a 
crime so much as to doubt of the blessed Virgin’s* merits and 
ability to help, that they would have been wholly silent as to 
this matter? Were not the Apostles guided by the Holy 
Spirit of God ? Must they not be supposed to have as hearty 
a concern, and as burning a zeal, for the salvation of souls, 
and the glory of God, as the Trent Fathers had ? And now, 
had this practice been so highly instrumental to promote both 
these, as that Synod would have us believe, is it to be imagined, 
that every one of them would have quite forgot it, and 
neglected to have given it in charge, with as much strictness 
as they have done to all bishops and pastors, to instruct their 
flocks in the piety and usefulness of it ? Have not the Apos¬ 
tles, both by their precept and example, enjoined Christians to 
beg the prayers of one another, whilst they are in the body ? 
Have they not prescribed to the sick man as the most sove¬ 
reign receipt, to have recourse to the prayers j“ of the elders 
of the Church ? What reason then can be given, that we have 
not any one example or precept to fly to the prayers of saints 
departed, to their help and assistance, as the more prevailing 
and meritorious, but only this, that they are not in a capacity 
to hear our requests, or to know our conditions ? Nay, had 
our Saviour and his Apostles intended this saint-invocation as 
a necessary Christian duty, it would have needed a more 
express command and penalty to have enforced its obligation, 
than most other duties of Christianity, since it was altogether 
a thing new to the Jews, and what had never been practised 
by them ; for though sometimes in their prayers to God, they 
besought him to remember| Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
that is,§ his own covenant and promise he had made with aud 
to them, yet they never used them as intercessors, or said, 
holy Abraham, or holy Isaac, pray for us. 

But to blunt the edge of this argument, that they themselves 
have put into our hands against it, they tell us, it was not for 
any intrinsic evil in the thing, but for some particular reasons 
relating to the times of the Old Testament, and the first ages 
of the New, that it was not mentioned and enjoined in Scrip¬ 
ture ; but if the reasons produced by them do hold with equal 
force against it, promiscuously in all ages, as well as against it 


* Catech. Rom. 584. 
t Lukei. 55, 72, 73. 


f James v. 14. 
§ Deut. vii. 8. 
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then, certainly the main reason why it is nowhere prescribed 
in Scripture is, that it might at no lime he put in practice. 
The reasons they give are chiefly two. 

For the Old Testament, they say it is not there enjoined, 
because the patriarchs and saints departed, during that dis¬ 
pensation, were not admitted into the beatific vision, and so 
could not ordinarily understand the prayers of the living; but 
if, for ought we know, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are still in 
the same limbo, or place of rest, they went to at first, or if 
our Saviour, at his ascension into heaven, did give them a 
happy deliverance, and took them up with him into the im¬ 
mediate presence of God, it is not certain that they understand 
the desires of the living any more than they did before : then 
there is as much reason not to invocate them now, as there was 
not to do it then. Many of the Romanists will not have the 
saints in heaven come to know the desires of their living 
vQtaries by the benefit of the beatific vision which they enjoy, 
but by particular revelation from God; and if so, then the 
Old Testament worthies were as capable of it, and consequently 
tlu're was as much reason to pray unto them before our 
Saviour’s coming, when they were but in paradise, as after¬ 
wards, when by his glorious victory and triumph over death, 
they were exalted into heaven, since God coidd have revealed 
the requests of their supplicants alike to them in all places, in 
one as well as another ; besides, considering the great esteem 
and veneration the Jews ever had for those great men, the 
founders of their nation, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, 
and others, had there been no evil in the tiling, no reason can 
be given why it was not preached to the Jews by our Saviour 
and his Apostles, as the most likely argument to win them to 
embiace the Christian religion. 

For the New Testament, they say it is not there enjoined, 
because it would have been a great offence and scandal to the 
new converted Gentiles, and have given them an occasion to 
think that they had only changed their gods, but not their 
religion, that the Christian doctrine was only a device of the 
Apostles, to thrust out their old daemons and heroes, and to 
put in themselves; that as those had hitherto been worshipped 
for the great services and benefactions they did in this present 
world, so they for the future might have the same honour 
done them for the full discoveries they had made, and excellent 
directions they had given, relating to a future and more happy 
state. 



PRAYERS TO SAINTS AND ANOELS. 


87 


And is not this a good argument, and does it not hold still 
against Romish invocation ? Is it not of as much force now 
to cast it out of the Church, as it was then not to bring it in ? 
Does it not give infinite offence to a great part of the Christian 
world ; and is it not esteemed, and that justly, by them to be 
the old Pagan worship revived, or something very near it ? 
For it is not enough to excuse them from it, that the object of 
their invocation is not the same ; that they do not with them 
pay this worship to the heathen deities (who, though in some' 
respects they had been patrons and benefactors to their country, 
were yet in others very lewd and unworthy persons), but to the 
Apostles of Christ and Christian martyrs (who in all respects 
‘were highly deserving of the world), whilst they agree in the 
same act and kind of worship, and give that honour to the 
creature, which properly &nd peculiarly belongs to God; and 
hereiu especially did the Pagan worship and superstition con¬ 
sist. 

2 . We shall now examine the chief of those texts the 
Romanists produce in the behalf of this doctrine, and let you 
see how little they serve to that purpose. 

The first is, Lukexv. 7, 10, “ There shall be joy in heaven 
and again, “ There is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth.” From whence they 
argue, that if angels and blessed spirits rejoice at the con¬ 
version of a sinner, they must know and understand this change 
that is wrought in them, before they can rejoice at it ; and if 
the knowledge of their repentance reaches them, why not also 
of their prayers ; and then if they can hear their prayers, 
why may they not he prayed unto ? To this it is answered : 

That this rejoicing in heaven is not for the conversion of a 
particular sinner, hut in general for the redemption of mankind 
by Jesus Christ; and this appears more than probable from 
the parable of the lost sheep, immediately going before, 
whereof these words are the conclusion ; the ninety-nine sheep 
not lost, are the angels persevering in their first state of inno- 
cency; the sheep that went astray, Adam, and in him all his 
posterity that fell from God; the Shepherd that went to seek 
the lost sheep, God himself, who sent his Son into the world 
to seek and to save that which is lost, on whose shoulders the 
great work of man’s redemption was laid ; and for this we are 
sure there was joy in heaven, when a blessed choir of angels sung 
that heavenly anthem at Christ’s nativity, “ Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”. But, 
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Supposing this rejoicing is to be understood for the repent¬ 
ance of individual sinners, it may be observed, that this joy is 
not said to he the joy of angels, but* “ before the angels 
intimating that this rejoicing is not to be attributed to the 
angels, but to God, in whose presence they stand ; anti this 
exposition is countenanced by considering that it is God that* 
answers to the shepherd in the parable ; as he went to seek 
his strayed sheep, and rejoiced at the finding of it, so it is 
God, that by his grace and mercy in Christ, recovered man, 
and rejoiced at the accomplishment of his own work. Again, 

If this text does imply, that angels in heaven know when a 
sinner is converted, and rejoice at it; it does not follow that 
they know this by some excellent privilege and perfection of 
their nature, whereby also they are enabled to understand even 
those mental prayers that we are told ought to be put up to 
them; but passing always betwixt heaven and earth (as was 
represented unto Jacob in his divine vision, on God’s errands 
and embassies), those that ascend from earth may tell the joy¬ 
ful news of converted sinners to them in heaven; but they 
that tell them this, cannot also acquaint them with the inward 
secret desires and cogitations of men’s hearts, being in a 
capacity, by observing in men the signs and fruits of true 
repentance, to know the one, but having no way, by their own 
natural power, to understand the other. 

The second place is, Matth. xxii. 30, where our Saviour 
says, that “the just, at the resurrection, shall be as the angels 
in heaven from whence they infer, that if our prayers and 
concerns are known to the angels, and they on that account 
may be invocated; why should they not be known also to the 
saints departed, who are as they, enjoying the same blissful 
vision of God ? To this may be returned: 

That we are no more sure of the knowledge of angels in 
this particular, than we are of that of saints, and therefore the 
one ought to be proved, before the other be granted. The 
angels in heaven see indeed “ the face of Christ’s Father which 
is in heavenbut the meaning of that is not, that by enjoy¬ 
ing the sight of God’s face, they therein see and hear all things 
transacted here on earth ; but that they are God’s ministers, 
always attending round about his throne, and waiting before 
him to receive his commands, aud to execute his pleasure. 

Hut, was this knowledge the privilege of the angelical nature. 


* 'Evivmov tuv &yyt\u>p. 
♦ 
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the equality which just men in the text are said to have to 
the angels, is not meant an equality of knowledge or perfection 
of nature, but a similitude of state and privileges; and this 
appears from the context: “ In the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor arc given in marriage, but are as the angels oi 
God.” The just shall not be equal to the angels in every 
respect; for as they differ in nature and kind, so they shall 
have distinct natural qualities and operations ; but in respect 
of bliss and happiness : they, as the angels in that spiritualized 
state, shall not need matrimony for the propagation of their 
kind, nor food for the preservation of their incorruptible 
bodies ; they shall be free from all the necessities that attend 
temporal human life, and all the affections that arise from the 
body and sensitive part o£ man ; they as angels shall be the 
children of God, being children of the resurrection, partakers 
of the bliss, and immoveably possessed of all the privileges of 
the sons of God. Yet, 

Was this equality to the angels to be meant of an equality 
in nature and knowledge, yet the saints departed are not to 
enjoy it until the resurrection ; and so, though the angels on 
that account might be invocated, yet the saints departed, who 
are not till the resurrection to have this excellent privilege 
conferred on them, are not till then to have this homage and 
worship paid to them : “ At the resurrection they shall be as 
the angels of God whether they are before that admitted 
into the beatifical vision, we need not now dispute; since, if 
they are, this angelical privilege of seeing all things in the 
face of God, is reserved for the saints, as a farther addition of 
bliss till that day. 

Again, they produce Revel, v. 8. where it is said, that the 
“ four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps and golden vials full 
of odours, which are the prayers of saints.” By the prayers 
of saints, they mean, of those saints that are living upon the 
earth ; and by the four beasts and twenty-four elders, the 
saints that are in heaven, and from thence draw their argu¬ 
ment, that saints in heaven do offer up the prayers of holy 
men living upon the earth. 

And now if they are mistaken in the sense of this text, and 
by the four beasts and twenty-four elders are not meant the 
members of the Church triumphant, but the bishops and elders 
of the Church militant, whose office it is to present the prayers 
and praises of the Church to God, then this text cannot afford 
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them the least show of a reason for their invocation. Dr. 
Hammond, and many other learned expositors are of opinion, 
that either this whole text is nothing but a representation 
of the Church below, offering up prayers by their pastors, 
who are the mouths of the congregation to God through the 
Lamb (and it is said, ver. 10, that they shall “reign on 
the earth”) ; or else, a representation of the whole Church of 
Christ, both in heaven and earth, joining together in their 
doxologies and praises to God for the victories of the Lamb, 
and the redemption of the world by his blood ; and for this 
sense, the next verse seems to give it, whdF& they are said to 
“ sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book 

and-for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by 

thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.” 

Another place to be explained, which they sometimes men¬ 
tion as on their side, is Kevel. vi. 10, where the souls of 
the martyrs under the altar, are said to cry, “ How dong, 
O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth !” Now, say they, 
if the souls of martyrs pray for vengeance upon their perse¬ 
cutors and murderers : much more may we suppose them to 
pray for mercy and deliverance for their fellow-members and 
sufferers. To this may be replied: 

That these words cannot signify a formal prayer of the 
martyrs to God for revenge on their persecutors; they who, 
after the Lord’s example, prayed God to forgive their murderers 
when they were on earth, cannot be supposed, now they aTe 
in a more perfect state, to pray for vengeance upon them: but 
the words are only an emblem and representation of the 
certainty cf God’s judgments and vengeance overtaking them; 
by* “ the souls of them that were slain” and cry under the 
aitar, is meant their blood, and the sin of murdering them ; 
and (as we are wont to say) murder is a crying sin; and as 
it is said that Abel’s blood cried for vengeance, so the sin of 
shedding their blood cried, that is, would certainly awake and 
provoke the justice of God to take vengeance on them for it: 
this is well explained by a passage in the book of Esdras,f 
“ Behold the innocent and righteous blood crieth unto me, 
and the souls of the just complain continually, and there¬ 
fore, saith the Lord, I will surely avenge them,” &c. But, 

* Dr. Ham. [Annot. in loc. p. 891. Load. IG75.] t Esdr. ii. 15. 
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Let their inference he granted, that the souls of martyrs, 
in the future state do pray for their fellow-sufferers that are 
left behind ; it does not follow that their fellow-sufferers shall 
pray to them, or that they offer up their prayers made to 
them unto God. 

Lastly, They cite Gen. xlviii. 16, when Jacob, blessing the 
two sons of Joseph, thus prays, “*The Angel which redeemed me 
from all evil, bless the ladsthis will require no long answer. 

God being pleased often to make use of the ministry of 
angels in sending succour and relief to good men, Jacob 
prayed not unto the angel, but to God, that he would appoint 
the same blessed angel, that administered unto him in all his 
straits, to be the instrument of his good providence to those 
two sons of Joseph, whom he had now made his own, and 
caused them to be called aftetf’his name. Or else. 

If the patriarch must he thought here to have prayed to 
the Angel, we must suppose with Athanasius, and others of 
the Fathers, that Angel to be Christ the Son of God. 

And the same answer is to be given to Revel, viii. 4, where 
it is said, that “the smoke of the incense which came with 
the prayers of the saints ascended up before God out of the 
angel's hand ;** that is, Christ's, the Angel of the Covenant; 
and therefore this Angel that offered up the prayers of the 
saints, is called, ver. 3, “ another Angelintimating, that it 
was a special Angel, one different both in nature and office, from 
the.other seven, mentioned ver. 2, and described there as 
ministering spirits: “And I saw the seven angels which 
stood before God,” &c. ver. 2. And then, ver. 3, “And ano¬ 
ther angel came-■*' &c. 

IV. 

That there is no proo f for it from the Fathers of the first 
three hundred years and more. 

The Trent Fathers,* and the Catechism put out their au¬ 
thority, having declared invocation of saints to be a custom 
received and continued in the Church ever since the Apostles* 
time, the Romish authors have not been wanting to turn every 
stone, to search every author, to produce and strain every sen¬ 
tence and expression that looks that way, to the height, in 

* CJoticil. Trident. Sess. 25. [Labbe, Concil. vob 14. p. 895. Lut. Par. 
1672.] Catech. Rom. par. 3. c. 2. fp. 357. Mechlin. 1831.] 
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order to the making it good ; but how short their proofs fall 
of it, will he made evident hy these following particulars. 

I. Those that have taken the most pains to seek for testi¬ 
monies, have not been able to produce any tolerable one out 
of the genuine writings of the Fathers, within the first three 
hundred years after Christ: they cite indeed the Hierarchy 
of Dionysius Areopagita, Origen s Comments on the second 
Chapter of Job, and the twenty-first of Numbers, the works 
of St. Ephrsem, and Athanasius’s of the most holy Mother 
of God; but these have been sufficiently proved by many of our 
learned men,* and acknowledged by some of no obscure fame 
amongst them, to be spurious, and falsely fathered on them ; 
and then for their proofs out of Irenseus, Eusebius, and St. Am¬ 
brose, it is easy to shew, that the first is grossly misunderstood, 
the second corrupted, and the third retracted by that Father. 

Irenaeus indeed is an ancient Father, and of sufficient au¬ 
thority ; but his words are little to their purpose; they are 
these :f “ Sicut Eva seducta est ut effugerct Deum, sic Maria 
suasa est obedire Deo, ut Virginis Evee virgo Maria fieret ad- 
voeatawherein the blessed Virgin Mary is termed the 
Advocate of Eve. Now to make this a pat proof for their in¬ 
vocation, they must put this sense upon it, that the blessed 
Virgin being a glorified saint in heaven, did, at the request 
and desire of Eve living upon earth, represent her case to 
God, and intercede with him on her behalf; but how could 
Eve alive, request this of the Virgin Mary, when Eve .died 
about three thousand years before Mary was bom! Or how 
could Irenaeus}; think the blessed Virgin in a capacity to 
do this, whose opinion it was, with the generality of the 
Fathers in that age, that her soul, as all others of departed 
saints, were in an invisible place, and not admitted to the 
beatific vision? Or, how could Eve stand in need of her 
advocateship, who, if it be true, as the Romanists^ hold, 
that our Saviour at his resurrection freed the saints of the 
Old Testament from their limbus , and carried them up with 
him into heaven and the presence of God, was a glorified 
saint in heaven, whilst she was living upon the earth, and so 
was in a better state to be an advocate for the Virgin Marv,|| 

* Mons. Dal. Coc. Censur. Patr. in D. Areop. Rivet, in Crit. Sac. Bellar. 
de Scrip. Eccl. 

t Irenaeus adv. Haer. 1. 15. c. 10. [1. 5. c. 19.] [p. 316. Venet. 1734.] 

X Iren. 1. 5. e. 31. [Ibid. p. 330, 331.] § Aquin. Durand. 

H Bellar. deSanct. Beat.l. 1. c. 19. [ut supra, p. 431.] 
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than the Virgin Mary for her? Thus you see, as clear a 
proof as Bellarniine thinks this to be, nothing can be more ridi¬ 
culously and impertinently quoted; some other meaning then of 
the words must be found out, and the most obvious and natural 
is this, that the Virgin Mary is here, by a figure, put for Christ 
her Son, according to the flesh, and said to do that, as she was 
the happy mother of a son who did it; and thus indeed she 
is advocate for Eve, and all Eve’s posterity, instrumcntally, 
not by herself personally, but by her Son, she being that 
vessel made choice of by the Holy Ghost, to bear him in her 
womb, who by taking flesh of her, became the Saviour of Eve 
and all mankind. 

For the testimony of Eusebius, it as Bellarmine reports it, 
runs thus:* “We honour those heavenly soldiers, as God’s 
friends; we approach unto t&eir monuments, and pray unto 
them as unto holy men, by whose intercession we profess to 
receive much help and assistancebut it is apparent, as many 
learned men have shewn, that Bellarmine took this allegation 
not out of Eusebius’s original, but a corrupt translation ipadfc 
by Trapezuntius, and afterwards followed by Dadrseus, a 
doctor of Paris, who set forth Eusebius ; there being no such 
words “as praving to them as unto holy men,” to be found in 
him speaking Iiis own language: his words are these ;f o&ev 
k<ii t 7 ri rag $r)K<tg uiirtov tS’og ilfuv irapievat, eat rag tv^ag irapii 
ravratg irou~«rSrai, &c. “ It is our custom to come to their 

tombs and monuments, and to make our prayers,” not avrolg , 
to them, to those martyrs, as the translator and Bellarmine 
would have it, but 7rap« ravratg, i. e. Sytcalg, “at or before their 
tombs and monuments, and to honour those blessed souls.” 

I might now pass over St. Ambrose, he living beyond the 
time I undertook to answer for, anno 3/4, but whatsoever lie 
said of this nature, was said when he was hut a young Chris¬ 
tian, and recalled and contradicted by him afterwards: in his 
book of Widows, he exhorts them “ to pray to the angels and 
martyrs, whom he calls beholders of our lives and actions 
but Baronius himself confesses (as Bishop Andrews proves it 
out of his life of St. Ambrose) that 'this hook was written 
presently after his conversion, when he was hut a raw divine, 
and had not thoroughly learned the Christian doctrine; and 
this appears by some other mistakes he was guilty of, besides 

* Bellar. de Sanct. Beat. 1. 1. c. 19. [Ibid.] 

t Evang. Pr®p. 1. 13. c. 7- [c. 11.] [p. 663. Colon. 1688 ] 

+ Speculators vit® actuumque noatrorum. [vol. 2. p. 200. Par. 1690.] 
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this, that are of as dangerous a nature; when in the same 
book he asserts, ** that the martyrs either hod no sin at all, or 
what they had, they did themselves wash away 'with their own 
blood/’* * * § But that St. Ambrose changed his opinion con¬ 
cerning this point of invocation, we are as sure as that once he 
held it, since we find him afterwards plainly asserting the con¬ 
trary doctrine, in such words as these :f “ That to procure 
God’s favour, we need no advocate but a devout mind and 
again, speaking with relation to the two young sous of Theo¬ 
dosius, “ Thou only, O Lord, art to be invocated, and prayed 
unto,” namely, for a blessing and protection upon them. 

2. They make the rhetorical flourishes and apostrophes of 
the Fathers in their panegyrics of the martyrs, to be solemn 
forms of invocation of them. The Fathers, about the latter end 
of the fourth century, observing piety (jnd devotion to decay and 
wax cold, as the Church increased in riches and prosperity, 
thought themselves obliged, by all the wit, and art, and rhetoric 
they had, to retrieve, if it was possible, the pristine heat of devo¬ 
tion that was formerly in it; to that purpose they spake high 
and large in commendation of their martyrs, and sometimes in 
their orations directed their words to them, as though they had 
been there present; not with an intent to teach the people to 
pray unto them, or to rely upon their merits, but to signify the 
mighty favour they were in with God, and the more effectually 
to excite them to an imitation of their virtues: many such 
strains of rhetoric occur in the writings of St. Jerome, St. 
Basil, St. Gregory Nyssen, St. Gregory Nazianzen, and others. 
So St. Gregory Nyssen^ speaks to Theodore the Martyr, in his 
oration, “ Gather together the troops of thy brother martyrs, 
and thou with them beseech God to stay the invasion of the 
barbarians.” 

So St. Gregory Nazianzen, § in his oration, calls unto St. 
Cyprian, St. Basil, St. Athanasius, to each after this manner, 
“ l)o thou favourably look upon us from on high.” 

After the same maimer does St. Jerome conclude his funeral 
oration on Paula, “ Farewell, O Paula, and help the old age of 
thy honourer with thy prayers.” Now what is there iu all this, 
but what is usual in all authors, both sacred and profane ? 

* Proprio sanguine, f Ibid.] 

t Amb. in Rom. c. 1. tom. 5. Tu tamen, Domine, solus es invo- 
candus. De obitu Theod. tom. 3. [Ibid. p. 1207.J 

+ Orat. in Sanct. Theod. [vol. 3. p. 586. Par. 1638.] 

§ Orat. in Athan, [vol. 1. p. 286, 373, 397. Par 1630.] 
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The design of the Fathers was, to raise the people to as high 
an opinion as they could, both of the persons of the martyrs, 
and their virtues that made them so illustrious ; and might 
they not make use of their best art and rhetoric to do it ? 
What is more in this than those apostrophes frequently found 
in the sacred writings, even to insensate creatures ? “ Hear ye, 
O mountains, the Lord’s controversy! Praise the Lord, ye 
dragons and all deeps !” And who will infer from hence, that 
the insensate creatures were hereby invoked and addressed 
unto ? 

.‘1. A great part of the testimonies they produce out of the 
Fathers, are to prove the intercession of saints in heaven for 
us, and not our invoeating of them ; and so they change the 
question, and are at a great deal of pains to prove that which 
nobody denies ; such sayings as assert the saints praying for 
us, are frequent among the ancient Fathers, and that not only 
for the Church militant in general, but in particular for those 
whose persons and conditions were well known to them on 
earth ; and these are cunningly shuffled in by the Romish 
doctors, as proofs of invocation for them, with a design to im¬ 
pose on the unwary vulgar who are supposed not to take notice 
of the difference (but it is a wonder if they should not, for it 
is wide enough) betwixt their praying for us, and our praying 
to them. Neither Is this the only instance wherein those cuu- 
ning sophisters play this game ; first alter the nature of the 
question, and then where they have no adversary, to triumph 
in demonstrating the truth of it. 

If the question be, whether the Bishop of Rome be the 
supreme head of the Church, and has an absolute jurisdiction 
and monarchy over all other bishops and Churches ;* they 
shall bring you a number of testimonies out of both Greek and 
Latin Fathers, to prove St. Peter had a primacy of honour and 
authority. 

If the question be, whether the bread and wine in the sacra¬ 
ment be substantially turned into the body and blood of 
Christ ;f they will write a whole volume to prove the truth 
and reality of Christ’s presence in it, which we own as well as 
they, but after a spiritual manner, not corporally, and by the 
way of transubstantiation. 

If the question be about purgatory, a place prepared for the 
purification of those souls that depart hence not quite cleansed 

* Bellar. de Rom. Pont. 1. 2, c. 15, 16. [vol. 1. p- 359, &c. Prag. 1721.] 
t Bellar. de Euchar. 1. 2. $ St. Ambr. Hil. Orig, Hierom.. &c. 
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they shall allege you Fathers, and those not a few, of un¬ 
questionable name, to prove the utter consumption of ail things 
bv lire, at the end of the world. 

So here, when the question is, whether we ought to pray to 
saints departed; they bring innumerable Fathers to prove, 
that the saints departed do pray for us ; hence we hear of 
that of St. Ignatius,* “My spirit salutes you, not only now, 
but will also when I enjoy God j” and of St. Chrysostom, in 
his oration to those that were to be baptized, “ Remember me 
when that kingdom receives you.” 

4. They produce the sayings and practices of some few in 
the Church, for the general and allowed doctrine and practice 
of the whole Church. If the story should be true, that Jus- 
tina, a Christian virgin, did in great distress jointly supplicate 
the blessed Virgin with God and Christ, does it follow that 
it was the practice of all to do so 1 It cannot be denied 
but that many of the Fathers let slip, in the heat of their 
affection and oration, many unwary speeches to this pur¬ 
pose, and that many, otherwise good men, were gnilty of this 
excess of devotion to the martyrs : the many miracles God 
was pleased to work at the memorials of the martyrs, for the 
honour and confirmation of the faith, reasonably begat a cus¬ 
tom amongst Christians to resort to those places, and there to 
offer their prayers to God; and thinking, it may be, they 
could not easily honour those too much, whom God was 
pleased, after so wonderful a manner, to declare his esteem of; 
from praying to God at their tombs, they began to pray to 
them themselves. But now, 

We are to distinguish betwixt the speeches of some particu¬ 
lar Fathers, and the general doctrine of the Church; betwixt 
what they express in rhetorical strains to move affection, and 
what they lay down in plain terms to inform the judgment; 
betwixt what comes from them in the heat of their discourses 
and popular orations, and what in cool and deliberate debates 
they set down for the truth of Christ; it is generally confessed 
that the Fathers ofttimes hyperbolize, particularly St. Chry¬ 
sostom, and we must not take their flights of fancy for the 
doctrine of the Church. 

We are to distinguish also betwixt what the Church did 
teach and allow, and what she only tolerated and was forced 
to bear with ; the bishops and governors of the Church being 


* Epist ad Tral. [p. 78. Lips. 1699.J 
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many times engaged with weightier matters, in defending the 
Christian cause against heathens and heretics, were not always 
at leisure to reform abuses and irregular practices, but were 
forced too often to connive at those faults which they had not 
time and opportunity to redress. St. Austin* complains 
much of this piece of superstition in his days, that it had got 
such a head, that the good Father wanted power to give a 
check to it :f “ I can no way allow them/’ says he, “ and yet 
I dare not freely reprove them, lest I either offend some good 
men, or provoke some turbulent spirits.” 

5. They cite the practice of the ancients praying to God, 
that for the intercession of those holy men that had died in 
the Lord, he would grant them their requests, as a good proof 
for direct praying to them: the ancients generally believing 
that the saints and martyrs^jn the future state, did continually 
pray to God in behalf of the Church militant on earth, and 
some that their souls were present at their shrines and tombs, 
and did join their intercessions with those prayers of the 
Christians that were there offered up to God, were w<5nt, in 
their addresses, to mention the martyrs, and to beg the effects 
of their intercessions, that God would be moved by their sup¬ 
plications as well as their own, to grant a supply of their 
wants and necessities: hut this is no more praying to them 
than Moses may he said to pray to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
when he besought God to remember them in behalf of the peo¬ 
ple of Israel; or than we may be said to pray for help to that 
part of the Church of Christ that is at a great distance from 
us, when we desire God to hear the prayers of his Church 
catholic dispersed throughout the whole world, in the ’behalf 
of all Christian people, that in all places call upon him. Thus 
it is said by the historian, £ that the Emperor Theodosius, 
when Eugenius and his complices raised that dangerous rebel¬ 
lion against him, repaired with his clergy and laity to the ora¬ 
tories and chapels, and there lying prostrate before the tombs 
and monuments of the Apostles and martyrs, begged aid and 
succour by intercession of the saints.§ He did not pray to 
any saint or saints ; he did not beg help of them, but sup¬ 
posing they prayed with him and for him, he prayed unto 


* St. Aust. demorib. Eccles. c. 31. tom. 1. [p. 710. Par. 1679.] 
t Epist. 119. ad Jana, approbare non possum, liberius improbare non 
audeo. J Ruffin. Hist. 1. 2. c. 33. [p. 259. Basil. 1535.] 

$ Sanctorum intercessione. [Ibid.] 

VOL. VII. H 
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God, that he would send him help for the sake of their inter¬ 
cessions in his hehalf. This is also the meaning of those ex¬ 
pressions of St. Austin,* that “they ought to commend 
themselves to the prayers of the martyrs, and frequent their 
tombs with a religious solemnity, that they may become par¬ 
takers of their merits, and be helped by their prayers that 
is, not by praying to them, but (holding, as was then com¬ 
monly believed, that when Christians came to their tombs, the 
blessed martyrs joined their supplications with them) by pray¬ 
ing to God to afford them the benefit of their prayers, and 
that their petitions might succeed the better for the sake of 
their requests put up in conjunction with their own. The 
same account may be given of St. Basil’s words,f in his 
oration on the Forty Martyrs: “ He that is in distress flies to 
them, and he that is in prosperity runs to them; the one, that 
he may have his condition changed; the other, that he may have 
his continuedbut now to fly and to run unto them, signify 
no more than to flv and run to the churches and tombs where 
they lie interred, for so it follows; here a "woman praying for 
her son is heard; and here let ns, together with those martyrs, 
pour forth our prayerssupposing, it is likely, as was men¬ 
tioned before, that the martyrs’ souls were continually about 
their tombs, and prayed for all that came thither to pray for 
themselves, the Father exhorts Christians to go thither, not to 
pray to them, but to join with them in praying unto God. 

6. They tell us of many miracles wrought by God upon 
addresses made to saints, and in this they triumph as an un¬ 
deniable proof that God approves of such addresses: “ God 
heareth not sinners, neither will he give his glory to another 
and therefore were prayers made to saints a sin of that sacri¬ 
legious nature, as to rob God of his honour: it is not to be 
thought that he would give such countenance to them against 
himself, as to crown them with success. 

To this it may be answered: It is certain that at first God 
was pleased, upon the prayers of Christians put up to himself, 
to work many miracles for the confirmation of the faith ; but 
that any were wrought in answer to such prayers that at those 
places were in after-ages made to the martyrs, is very uncertain 
and much to be suspected. St. Austin| names but two in- 

* Aug. de Cur. pro Mort. c. 4. [ut supra, vol. 6. p. 519.] 

t Basil. Horn. 20. in 40 Mart. [vol. 2. p. 218. Par. 1839.] 

t August, de Civit. Dei, 1. 22. c. 8. [ut supra, vol. 7. p. 663, &c.] 
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stances of this kind that I have met withal, and at the same 
time he mentions them, he blasts their credit by telling us he had 
no undoubted authority for the truth of them : St. Chrysos¬ 
tom not only declares that miracles in his time were ceased, 
but hath wrote a discourse on purpose to give us the reasons 
why they were so: so that all the miracles the Church of 
Rome pretends to on this account, are either delusions of 
Satan, which God sometimes permits him to work %• the trial 
of his people, or else cheats and impostures performed by cun¬ 
ning men of their own, to wheedle and impose on the easy and 
credulous vulgar. 

V. 

That there is full and evident proof in Scripture against it. 

If that general rule of SL Austin’s* be allowed of, that 
“ God is so to be worshipped, ’ that is, as to all the essential 
parts of it, **as he has commanded himself to be worshipped,” 
then all those places of Scripture that command us to direct 
our prayers only to God, and only in the name and mediation 
of Jesus Christ, do with equal force forbid us to direct our 
prayers to any other object, or to use any other name and 
mediation. Now texts to this purpose are innumerable. 

“O thou that hearest prayer unto thee shall all flesh 
come.”f 

** Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee.”! 

“ Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.”§ 

“ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you ”[| 

“ In every thing by prayer and supplication, with thanks¬ 
giving, let your requests be made known unto God.”<|[ 

“ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally,”-&c.** 

“ How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed ?”f+ Now if none but God is to be believed in, none 
but God is to be called upon. 

These are very plain and convincing, and no others need to 
be produced; but because the Romish authors have been prac- 

* Aug. de Consen. Evang. 1. 1. c. 18. [Ibid. vol. 3. par. 2. p. 11.] 

t Psalm lxv. 2. $ Psalm 1. 15. § Matth. xi. 28. 

|| John xvi. 23. IT Phil. iv. 6. *•* James i. 5. ■ 

tt Rom. x. 14. 
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rising upon some others, endeavouring to obscure and weaken 
their evidence, which are yet no less clear and full; I shall 
bring them forth also, and not only wipe off the dust that has 
been cast upon them, but restore them to their own natural 
sense and perspicuity. 

They are chiefly these four. 

The first is, Luke xi. 2 : “ When ye pray, say, Our Father 

which artin heaven-&c. for thine is the kingdom, the 

power, ana the glory, for ever and ever.” Now the meaning 
of this precept must be one or both these two things, either 
that we should use this form of words when we pray, or that we 
should compose all our prayers after this pattern ; take which 
we will, in either sense they oblige us to direct all our prayers 
to our “heavenly Father, whose is the kingdom, power, and 
glory.” Whensoever we repeat this form of prayer we address 
to God as the object, saying, “ Qur Father and if no prayer 
is to be made but after this pattern, then still it follows, that 
no other ought to be the object of it, but he who is “ our 
heavenly Father.” It is generally concluded on all sides, that 
in this absolute and perfect form of our Lord’s Prayer is con¬ 
tained a summary of whatever ought to be the subject-matter 
of a Christian’s prayer; now since every petition in it is 
directed immediately to God our heavenly Father, it follows, 
that whenever we pray, we are not only to pray for no other 
things but these blessings, but also to beg them of no other 
being but him. 

But to put by the force of the argument taken from this 
command of our Lord, “ When ye pray, sayor “ After this 
manner pray ye the Romanists tell us, that it is true, we are 
to imitate this prayer of Christ’s in composing our own, as to 
its brevity and compendiousness, as to the subject-matter of it, 
as to the catholicness of its spirit, obliging us to pray for others 
at the same time when we pray for ourselves, saying, “Our 
Father j” but not as to the object to whom our prayers are to 
be addressed ; for then by the same argument we may exclude 
the second and third Persons in the blessed Trinity, as well as 
angels and saints. To this it is no hard matter to give an 
answer. And, 

1. It must be confessed, that the word Father , in this prayer, 
is to be meant chiefly, though not solely, of the first Person in 
the sacred Trinity; he being the root and fountain of the 

* Spenc. Script, mistaken by Protest, p. 57. 
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Deity, and the prime Original of all our happiness, may in 
special be called upon by us, so far as is consistent with our 
acknowledgment of the equal Divinity of the other two Persons; 
for though the Son and the Holy Ghost partake alike with him 
of the Divine nature, and consequently have a right to the same 
adoration; yet forasmuch as God the Father is the* first 
Person, and the Father who communicates that Divine nature 
to them both ; forasmuch as God the Father hath that essence 
in himself, and what he is, is from none; but the Son and Holy 
Ghost have it by communication from the Father, and what 
they are, they are from him, this title may bear a particular 
and primary respect to him. Accordingly we find the Apostles 
in a particular manner directing their prayers to God the 
Father: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who hath blessed - “ I cease not to make 

mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory,”:j>-" For this cause I bow my 

knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he would 
grant you.”-But, 

2. The word Father, in this prayer, is to be taken essentially, 
and not personally, and so excludes not the other two Persons 
of the most holy and undivided Trinity, but only those that 
are of a different nature from them. Now if the whole three 
Persons arc out in essence, then whenever wc pray to, and do 
honour to God the Father, we must at the same time worship 
the other two, though not so directly, who are one with 
him. Thus our Saviour speaks, “I and the Father are one 
yea, the whole three Persons are so ; as St. John tell us ex¬ 
pressly, “ There arc three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the holy Ghost, and these three are 
one.”|| We read that it was the will of God, “that all men 
should honour the Son even as they honour the Fatherand 
that we should honour the Holy Ghost as well as either, because 
we are equally baptized into his name : “ Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”<([ Now if the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are one in essence with the Father, and to be 
honoured with the same honour, then, although in this title the 
Father be only expressly named and invoked, the other two 
Persons cannot tut be implied and comprehended in it. 

* John ii. 29. John vi. 27. John v. 26. + Eph. i. 3. $ Vt?r. 17* 

§ John x. 30. |j 1 John v. 7. If Matth. xxviii. 19. 
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3. We may consider that this doctrine of the Trinity being 
in-a great measure a stranger to the Old Testament, and the 
Apostles, when our Saviour gave them this prayer, not suffi¬ 
ciently instructed in it, our Saviour might teach them to call 
upon God in such an expression, which, though for the present 
they might understand only of God the Father, yet afterwards 
when they should come more fully to understand and believe 
the Trinity, might fairly be extended to take in the other two 
Persons, Son and Holy Ghost. 

4. Since it is by virtue of our spiritual relation to God by 
Christ, through the operation of the Holy Ghost, that in a 
more special and particular manner he is ojur Father; whenever 
we call upon God as a Father, and our Father, it implies that we 
address to him in the name and mediation of Christ, and by the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost. The Apostle tells believers, that 
they had received “the spirit of adoption, whereby they cried 
Abba Father.”* St. Chrysostom’s notion on the text is, that 
the Jews during the time of the Old Testament, being under a 
servile dispensation, did seldom or never presume to call upon 
God by that familiar appellation of a Father; but the Holy 
Ghost moving believers after a miraculous and extraordinary 
way, in the first days of Christianity, to invoke God by that 
name, as our Saviour had directed his disciples before, might 
well be called “the spirit of adoption,” as thUeby declaring 
them to be his adopted sons. 

Another evident proof, are those words of the Aposfle, 
1 Tim. ii. 5 : “ There is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus.” The natural importance of 
the words seems to be this, that as there is but one God 
only, and no more, to whom we ought to pray, so there is 
but one Mediator only, and no more, by whom we have access 
with boldness to the throne of grace; one Mediator emphati¬ 
cally, in the same sense as there is one God; and you may as 
well make to yourselves more gods, as more mediators. 

But to weaken the strength of this evidence, the Romanists 
distinguish betwixt a mediator of redemption and a mediator of 
intercession, and tell us, that the text is only to he understood 
of the former, which indeed is but one; but not of the latter, 
which may be more than one, even as many as there are angels 
and saints in heaven; hut how little this niatin Vti ou does serve 
their turn may appear by considering, 
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]. That there is a vast difference betwixt an intercessor and 
a mediator of intercession ; that saints in heaven, out of that 
charity that all the members of Christ have for one another, do 
in general intercede for the good of that body, of which they 
are a part, was owned and granted before; but this makes 
them not mediators of intercession; to which office it belongs 
to receive the prayers of others, and to present them to God ; 
and in order hereunto, they must hear the prayers of others, 
and receive information concerning their particular states and 
conditions, which they are not capable of. 

2. That this text is especially to be understood of that part 
of Christ’s mediatory office that consists in interceding for us ; 
the Apostle seems to oppose these words to the heathen form 
of praying, which was to many gods by many daemons, who 
were reputed agents or mediators between their chief gods 
and them ; now all that the heathens attributed to their 
daemons, was intercession only; and the Apostle -/shews, that 
Christ being made a mediator every way effectual for that end, 
there could be no necessity of any mediators of intercession 
besides him ; so that the Apostle here replies two things to the 
heathen’s multiplicity of mediators : 1. That God had appointed 
but one, the God-man Christ Jesus; therefore he says, ver. 7, 
that he was “ ordained a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
verity,” for establishing the Christian faith and truth in this 
particular especially, of one God and one Mediator, in contra¬ 
diction to the plurality of gods and mediators amongst the 
Gentiles. Answerable to this are those words of the Apostle 
in another place :* “ Though there be that are called gods (as 
there be gods many and lords many), but to us there is but 
one God the Father, and one Lord Jesus Christ.” Here 
there is a manifest and direct opposition betwixt the heathen 
way of praying and the Christian; the heathens had many 
gods and many lords mediators, the Christians but one God 
and one Lord mediator; the heathens had many sovereign 
gods, betwixt whom and men they supposed there was no 
immediate intercourse: they had also many under-gods or 
daemons, by whose agency and mediatorship they addressed 
themselves to their sovereign gods; this the Apostle confutes, 
and shews that Christians are taught to believe and profess 
but one God, Maker of all things, to whom they ought to pray, 
and but one Lord, Mediator and Advocate, by whom they 
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offer their petitions to him. 2. That there needed no other 
besides this one, he being a Mediator of redemption too, and on 
that account had not only an authority and commission from 
God to shew for that office, but an infinite worth and invalu¬ 
able merits of*his own to plead in behalf of mankind, and to 
procure the granting of their requests: he hath purchased 
what he begs for, and atoned for what he prays for ; having 
no sin of his own to answer for, he was excellently qualified to 
intercede for pardon for our sins ; and having perfectly fulfilled 
all righteousness, and shed his most precious blood for us, 
he highly merited of God, both for us and for himself; for us, 
the several blessing he intercedes for ; for himself, the god-like 
honour and royalty to be the donor and dispenser of them: 
hence it is that the Apostle here makes his mediation to depend 
oil his propitiation ; and after he had told us there is but one 
Mediator, presently subjoins, “who gave himself a ransom 
for all to the same purpose is that of St. John, “ If any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father ;”j* that is the 
same with a Mediator of intercession, and that we might be 
fully assured of the greatness of his authority and power, he 
adds, “ Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation 
for our sins.” 

A third scripture against saint-invocation are those words of 
our Saviour, Matth. iv. 10, taken out of Ueut. vi. 13 : “Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” Now if prayer be a necessary and chief part of God’s 
worship, as all are agreed it is, we are bound by this scripture 
to pray only to God. But to this they say there are several 
degrees of religious worship, and that it is only an inferior 
kind wherewith they worship the saints departed, called by 
them covXtta, when it is applied to ordinary saints, and 
vTrtpSovXeta, when to the blessed Virgin ; and that they never 
worship them as they do God, with Xarpela, the highest kind 
of worship. If it be asked how does this appear, since the 
same signs and outward acts of worship are performed to the 
one as well as to the other ? They answer that they have 
higher conceptions and intentions of honour to God in the 
exercise of their offices to him than when they perform the 
like to any angel or saint departed. To this several things may 
be said. 

J. If these words, “him only shalt thou serve,” are to be 
* 1 Cor. via. 6. [I Tim. ii, 6.J 
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understood only of the highest of religious worship as a part 
of the whole, and distinguished from a lower kind, they had 
not been a sufficient answer to the devil’s demand, he might 
thus have answered: I acknowledge the sovereign and almighty 
power of God as well as you, mat it is he alone can com¬ 
mand stones to become bread,* and the power I have over the 
kingdoms of the world, I own to have received from him, for 
it was delivered to me.f And therefore I do not desire that 
thou shouldest worship me as thou doest God, with Xarpeia, 
with the highest degree of worship ; but only with dovXeia, a 
lower kind; thy heart, the highest and most elevated thoughts 
and conceptions of thy mind may be given to God, it is only 
the outward act that I challenge of thee, that thou wouldest 
only “fall down and worship me,” or by falling down wor 
ship me. 

2. That the Scriptures often use these two words, Xarpeia, 
and covXet'a, promiscuously to signify the same thing; and as 
sometimes Xarpeia is set to signify that civil honour and service 
that is due to men in eminency and authority, so is dovXela to 
express that religious worship that is only due to God. As to 
the first, God thus threatens the Israelites, “ Therefore shalt 
thou serve thine enemies as to the other, many places may 
be instanced in. Thus when Samuel exhorted the house of 
Israel to prepare their hearts unto the Lord, “and to serve him 
only :”§ and when the Apostle urged Christians to be fervent 
in spirit, “serving the Lord,”|| and when our Saviour said, 
“ ye cannot serve God and mammon,”^" BovXeveiy is the word 
made use of. 

3. That there is no such distinction in religious worship as 
an higher and lower kind, because whatever is religious wor¬ 
ship, is such with respect to God only as the object, and 
therefore can be but one, and that in the highest degree, as God 
is one, and infinitely exalted above all. “ Religion,” say the 
Schoolmen, “ is a moral virtue which exhibits due worship to 
God as the principle of all things.” Lactantius** therefore 
derives it a religando, because it ties man to God; and St. 
Austin, d religendo, because men choose God again, whom 

* [Matth, iv.] 3. * t Luke iv. 6. 
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they had forsaken. It is not therefore whatsoever is excellent, 
but whatsoever is Bivine, and as it is Divine, that is the object 
of religion. Now angels and holy men, although there be 
some kind of honour due to those excellencies that are found 
in them, an honour commensurate to those excellencies ; yet 
falling infinitely short of Divinity, must be excluded from having 
any share in that worship, which either by God himself, or the 
universal consent of mankind, is made religious, that is, appro¬ 
priated to God. Neither, 

4. Will it help the matter to say, that though the outward 
acts and expressions' of worship to both are the same, there is 
a vast difference in the inward devotion of their minds and 
souls, and that when they pray to saints and angels, they must 
not be thought to do it with that height of affection, and trust 
and resignation, wherewith they call upon God. For, when all 
is done, words and outward acts will be reckoned to signify 
according to that sense and meaning custom and institution 
hath stamped upon them; and let the inward thoughts of the 
votary be what they will, if he apply to saints and angels in 
such expressions and offices, or with such rites and ceremonies 
as, according to the usual acceptation of them, naturally im¬ 
port that hope and confidence, that love and duty that is due 
to God alone, he will be deemed ta ascribe unto them the 
honour which he owes to God. Outward acts of worship are 
declarative of the inward respect and veneration of the soul to 
God, as words are of the inward thoughts and apprehensions of 
the mind; and, as when I use such words which, according to 
common custom, signify such a proposition, I must be con¬ 
cluded to mean and intend that proposition; sp when I use 
such outward acts of worship, which by custom or institution 
signify the honour due to God, to any other, I must be thought 
to ascribe the honour that is due to God to that other. The 
Corinthians, although they knew that an idol Was nothing in 
the world, yet because they observed the feasts that were dedi¬ 
cated to the honour of the idol, eating and drinking in the 
idol’s temple, are said by the Apostle to drink the cup of devils, 
and to be partakers of the devil's tables, and to have fellowship 
with devils ; * that is, by doing those actions that in those 
places were used to signify the worship of the heathen gods, 
although they intended no religion, but civility and com¬ 
pliment in the compliance, they arc said to worship those 

* 1 Cor. x. 20, 21. 
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heathen gods, who were not gods, bat devils: The Israelites 
halted betwixt God and Baal, although they could not but have 
higher apprehensions of God than Baal. Yet by bowing the 
knee to Baal, and kissing his mouth,* by using those outward 
acts of worship, wherewith the heathens worshipped him, are 
said to be guilty of idolatry. In sum, was a mental reservation 
of keeping the heart to God, and intending the highest degrees 
of honour and worship to him sufficient to clear men from, 
idolatry, whilst they perform outward acts instituted and 
customarily observed for religious worship to any besides God; 
the Israelitesf could not be guilty of it when they sacrificed to 
the golden calf they had made; nor the wiser sort of heathens, 
who whilst they knew the vulgar gods to be no gods, but 
cheats and devils, did, out of fear of punishment, comply with 
the vulgar practice of humwg incense to them; and the Pri¬ 
mitive Fathers were very much mistaken who judged not only 
those Christians who at the Emperor* s command sacrificed 
to idols against their consciences, guilty of idolatry, but even 
those who, though no threats could move them to do it in per¬ 
son, did yet either purchase^ certificates that they had done it 
when they did it not, or procure some others, their heathen 
friends and servants, to do it for them, implicitly to be guilty 
of it. 

I shall name but one Scripture more, Col. ii. 18 : “ Let no 
man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and 

worshipping of angels--and not holding the Head.** Where 

we see the Apostle expressly condemns the worship of angels 
as forsaking of Christ, and not holding the Head; and if the 
worship of angels, it follows with greater force of reason, the 
worship of saints departed. What this worship was, Theo- 
doret upon the place informs us where he says, “that the 
Jews/* that is, Jewish'Christians, “ having received the law 
by the ministration of angels, and holding that the God of all 
was invisible and inaccessible, taught that men ought to obtain 
the favour of God by the means and intercession of angels.” 
And the same Father tells us that u they had oratories and 
chapels of St. Michael.’* 

This St. Paul calls not holding the Head, because they set 
up more mediators besides Christ, who was the only one 
appointed by God, and they that join others with him do for¬ 
sake him; accordingly the Council of Laodicea condemned it 

* 1 Kings xix. 18. 
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as idolatrous. The words of the Canon are these, “That 
Christians ought not to forsake the Church of God and invocate 
angels, because they that do so forsake our Lord Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, and give themselves to idolatry.”* St. Paul 
and the Canon both speak so direct and home against the 
Romanists, that Baronins, it seems, was hard put to it to answer 
them when he is forced to beg Tlieodoret’s pardon, and tells 
him, with his good leave, that he understood neither the one 
nor the other; that it was the religious worship of false and 
heathenish gods, not that of good angels, that was forbidden 
and condemned by both of them, and that those oratories of St. 
Michael were set up by Catholics and not by heretics, it being 
then the practice of the Church to invocate angels. And now, 
though we might safely venture Tlieodoret’s judgment and credit 
against Baronius’s, yet we have no need of his authority to find 
out the true meaning of the text; whoever considers that the 
Apostle condemns the worship of angels in general, and duly 
weighs the series of his discourse, will easily apprehend that it 
is not levelled against the heathens who had not yet embraced 
Christianity, but adhered to the worship of their false gods; 
but a sort of Judaizing Christians, who retaining still a mighty 
veneration for angels as the supposed givers of the law, endea¬ 
voured to introduce the worship of them into the Church of 
Christ: “ Let no man beguile you of your reward—in worship¬ 
ping of angels,—not holding the head.” The Apostle’s argu¬ 
ment to dissuade them from that worship is, that by doing so 
they forsook Christ, which could not have been an argument 
to the heathens who had never yet believed on him. 

VI. 

Thai the Fathers of the first and purest ages , till after three 

hundred , are all express and positive in their writings 

against it. 

How fully the sacred Scriptures, both of the Old and New 
Testament, do condemn the invocation of saints, you have 
seen already; now, that the Fathers of the purest ages under¬ 
stood the Scriptures in the same sense as Protestants do as to 
this particular, and are also very clear in their writings against 
it, will appear from these following considerations: 

* Concil. Load. Can. 35. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 1. p. 1503. Lut. Par. 
1671.] 
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1. They generally denied the doctrine on which this of 
saint invocation is founded, vis. that saints departed do now 
reign in heaven, and enjoy the beatific vision. It is by this 
blessed privilege especially, of seeing God, that the Romanists 
ground their belief that the perfected spirits of just men in 
heaven come to see all things in him, to know the petitions, 
and to be acquainted with the requests 6f their humble sup¬ 
plicants ; but now the primitive Fathers have peremptorily 
affirmed that the saints departed are not yet admitted to the 
sight of God, but are only kept in certain hidden receptacles, 
in the full enjoyment of peace and rest, till the general resur¬ 
rection : this they have not only asserted in so many words, 
and endeavoured to prove, from our Saviour’s* soul being in 
paradise, which they will not have to be the highest heaven ; 
but thinking them in a conation not yet fully and completely 
happy, instead of invocating them, did pray for their further 
bliss and consummation.f So that denying the foundation, 
they cannot be supposed to grant the doctrine built upon it. 
No fewer than eighteen Fathers, by the Romanists’ own con¬ 
fession, are of this opinion; and though they should be mis¬ 
taken, as their great Cardinal thinks they were, and endeavours 
to prove; yet it is enough to our present purpose, that they 
did not hold the one, and therefore could neither teach nor. 
practise the other. 

2. One chief argument, which the primitive Fathers used 
to prove the Divinity of the Son and the Holy Ghost against 
the Arians and Macedonians, was the catholic practice of the 
Church in praying to them: which would not have been of 
any force, had they believed that any creatures, though never 
so highly exalted in nature and condition, might have had 
that honour paid unto them. They tell us frequently in their£ 
writings, that when the Gospel directs us to invocate the Son 
and Holy Ghost in conjunction with the Father, it proves 
them to be true God, that invocation supposing them every 
where to be present, when they are invoked, and that omni¬ 
presence being the sole property of God. For the same 
reason, when the Arians, who conceived Christ to be no more 
than an excellent and God-like creature, did yet pray unto 

* Iren. 1. 5. c. 31. [p. 330. *Venet. 1734.] 
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him, the Catholics accused them of idolatry. Had the Catho¬ 
lics at the same time practised the invocation of saints, the 
charge might have been returned with greater force upon 
themselves, and whatever could have been thought of by the 
Catholics to excuse themselves from that guilt, might, with 
more strength, have been urged by the Arians in their behalf. 
Had the Catholics replied, as the Romanists do now, that 
though they did pray to the blessed sprits, yet they did not 
do it with that sovereign, direct, and final prayer, nor with 
those sublimest thoughts and intentions of honour, wherewith 
they did address to God, but only with indirect, subaltern, 
and relative prayer, and with no higher intentions of honour 
to them, than what is proportioned to the excellencies of their 
finite nature; the Arians might have returned upon them with 
great advantage: “ Even after the same manner, sirs, and with 
the same due limitations do we invocate the man Christ 
Jesus ; and whilst we do no more but so, we have more reason 
for what we do, than what you can have, since Christ is con¬ 
fessedly superior to all creatures, and consequently deserves at 
least as great an honour to be paid to him, as unto any the 
highest amongst them: though we do not think him God 
equal with the Father, yet tne, Scripture assures us ‘ he is 
exalted far »above all angels, principalities, and powers, and 
every name which is named in heaven and earthand though 
we may not honour the Son in the same high degree, with an 
as of equality as we do the Father, yet the Scripture enjoins 
us to do it with the same kind of honour, with an as of simili¬ 
tude and likeness; and this is more than can be said in defence 
of that honour and invocation you offer to saints and angels/’ 
3. Because the Fathers condemned the heathen as guilty of 
idolatry, for invocating their daemons or inferior deities, which 
in a manner is the same with the Romish* invocation of angels 
and saints. This has been invincibly proved against the 
Romanists, by a great light of our Church, who hath made 
the parity and agreement betwixt them to be very obvious; as, 
1. In the object of their invocation : the heathens had one 
supreme God, and a multitude of inferior deities; the 
Romanists have also, besides one God above all, a multitude of 
angels and saints departed. It may be, the vulgar and ordi¬ 
nary people might mistake for their gods, Jupiter of Crete, 
Mars, Venus, Vulcan, Bacchus, persons that had been famous 
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for lewdness and adulteries; and if they did, it is to be feared 
not much better an account can be given of many of the 
canonized saints in the Church of Rome ; but the wiser sort 
had far different apprehensions of their deities ; they said and 
believed the same of the supreme God, as Christians do,* * * § 

“ that he made the whole world, and sees all things; that he 
wants neither power, nor will, nor knowledge to make his pro- * 
vidence concerned in the least thingsthat neither the 
actions nor the very thoughts of men’s minds can be hid from 
him. 

Accordingly we find St. Paul affirming of the heathensf 
“ that they knew God,” ascribing to the heathen’s Jupiter, the 
being the Creator of all things; so he told the Athenians, 

4 ‘ Him whom ye ignorantly worship, declare I unto you, 
God that made the world,and the being the Father of all 
mankind, when he said in the words of one of their poets, 

“ for we are all his offspring.” And then for their inferior 
deities, there is so very little disparity betwixt them and the 
angels and saints invocated by the Church of Rome, that it 
seems to be only in name. Accordingly St. Austin§ confessed, 
that the Flatomsts did affirm the same things of their good 
daemons as Christians did of the blessed angels : did they dis¬ 
tinguish their inferior deities into such spirits as were by 
death || delivered from the body, and such as never had any ; 
into such as always lived in heaven, and such, whose merits 
had advanced them thither ? How exactly does this suit with 
the difference given by Romanists betwixt angels and saints 
departed, and the reason of their worshipping them, the 
spiritual and heavenly nature of the one, and the merits of the 
other ? 

2. In the office ascribed to them. The employment the 
heathens put upon their daemons was to carry up the prayers 
of men to God,^[ and what they had obtained to bring back 
to men; imagining the supreme God to be of too pure and 
sublime a nature, immediately to converse with men; they 
looked upon these as advocates and mediators betwixt God 
and men, and as intercessors and procurers of their desired 

* Plot. Enn. 5.1. 9. c. 5. [p. 558. Basil. 1580.] Laert. in Vit. Thai, 
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blessings: and is not this the same thing the Church of Rome 
says, touching the office of angels and blessed spirits in the 
behalf of men, such as do solicit God for them, and by their 
more prevailing merits and interest in God, obtain of him 
what they themselves pray for ? 

3. In that which they make the foundation of their worship 
and invocation to them, via. a middle sort of excellency 
betwixt God and men; so said the heathens, that there were 
a sort of beings between God and men, that participated of 
both natures, and that by means of those intermediate beings, 
an intercourse was maintained betwixt heaven and earth ; and 
as God was to be worshipped for himself, so the others to be 
loved and honoured “ for his sake, as being gods by way of 
participation, as likest to him, as his vicars, and as reconcilers 
betwixt them :** and is not this the declared reason why the 
Church of Rome gives religious worship to angels and departed 
saints, “ because of a middle sort of worth and excellency 
that is in them, that is neither infinite as the Divine, nor so 
low as the human,” but spiritual and supernatural ? whereby 
approaching near to the Divinity they have great interest in 
the court of heaven, and ought, as Celsus said of their daemons, 
to be prayed unto to be favourable and propitious to us. So 
exact you see is the parallel betwixt them. Now against this 
daemon-worship the Fathers replied, that whatever great and 
supernatural excellencies were to be found in the spirits above, 
ought indeed to have an acknowledgment and honour paid to 
them both in mind and action, proportioned and commensurate 
to such excellencies; but yet they were not to be esteemed 
inwardly as gods, nor to he worshipped with any outward act 
of religious worship, be it erecting altars, making vows, or 
putting up prayers to them, as if they were such: for all and 
every part of that was solely due to God, and not to be given 
to any the highest created excellency ; as you may see their 
minds more fully in the next particular. 

4. The Fathers positively assert, that none but God ought 
to be invocated. 

And the first I shall mention is, that advice which Ignatius* 
gave the virgins of his time, not to direct their prayers and 
supplications to any, but only to the blessed Trinity: “ O 
ye virgins, have Christ alone before your eyes, and his Father 
in your prayers, being enlightened by the Spirit,” 
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Irenseus, in his first book, taking notice of some persons 
who had entertained strange fancies concerning the power of 
angels, and accordingly gave divine worship to them, tells us 
plainly,* that the doctrine and practice of the Church in his 
days was far otherwise, and “ that throughout the world it 
did nothing by invocation of angels, nor by incantations, but 
purely and manifestly directs her prayers to God, who made 
all, and calls upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Feuardentius, in his notes upon the place, would have the 
words of the Father to be understood only of prayers made 
by evil men to evil spirits and angels; but then why did not 
the Father express it so ? Why does he exclude all angels 
without distinction from divine worship; when he says, “ the 
whole Church every where called only upon God and his Son 
Christ Jesus.” 

Eusebius, in his history,'*hath set down a long prayer of the 
holy martyr Polycarp, which he uttered at the time of his 
suffering; wherein there is not any one petition put up to 
saints, but every one directed to God through the mediation of 
Christ, closing his prayer with this doxology :f “ Therefore in 
all things I praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee, through 
the eternal Priest Jesus Christ thy beloved Son; to whom, 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all glory now 
and for ever.” 

To which we may add, what also is recorded by the same 
author, that when the Church of Smyrna desired the body of 
their martyred bishop to give it an honourable interment, and 
was denied it by the governor, upon the unworthy suggestion 
of the Jews, that they would worship it, they thus replied, 
“We can never be induced to worship any other but Christ, 
him being the Son of God we adore, others, as martyrs and 
his sincere disciples, we worthily love and respectand that 
which here deserves a particular observation is, what the 
learned primate of Armagh hath pointed out to us, viz. that 
what in the original Greek is trifiuv, “ religiously to worship,” 
is in the Latin edition, % that was wont to be read in all the 
Churches of the West, rendered precem omtionis impendere^ 
“ to impart the supplication of prayer.” 
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The next testimony I shall produce, is that of Origen, who 
is very full to this purpose: in Ms writings against Celsus, he 
tells ns, “We must endeavour to please God alone, and labour 
to have him propitious to us, procuring his good-will with god¬ 
liness and all kind of virtue; and if Celsus will have us to 
procure the good-will of any others after him that is God over 
all, let him consider, that as when the body is moved, the 
motion of the shadow thereof doth follow it; so in like manner, 
having God favourable to us, who is over all, it followeth, that 
we shall have all his friends, both angels and spirits, loving to 
usand whereas Celsus had said of the angels, that they be¬ 
long to God, and in that respect were to be prayed unto, that 
they may be favourable to us, he thus sharply replies, 
t( Away with Celsus’s counsel, saying that we must pray to 
angels, for we must pray to him who is God over all, and we 
must pray to the Word of God, his only begotten Son,'and 
the first-born of all creatures ; and we must entreat him, that 
he, as High Priest, would present our prayer unto his God and 
our God.’* And when Celsus objected, that the Christians 
did not keep to their own rule of praying to, and worshipping 
none but God, since they gave the same honour to Christ, 
whom they knew to be a man, he replies, “ that Christ was 
God as well as man, one with the Father/’ and proves it 
from miracles, and prophecies, and precepts, that this honour 
was given to him, to be worshipped as they worship the 
Father. 

Had Celsus objected that the Christians worshipped angels 
and saints departed, it had been laid right, and would have 
borne hard upon them, and he had inferred strongly, that they 
might as well worship their inferior deities ; but Celsus objects 
no such thing (but only their worshipping of Christ, which 
Origen was well provided to answer) ; and this is an evident 
proof that the Christians were not guilty of it. Had there 
been but the least ground to suspect them for it, it would have 
been so hugely serviceable to his cause, and with so much force 
have rebounded back upon the Christians, that it is not to be 
imagined so industrious and spiteful an adversary as Celsus, 
would have omitted, with the greatest insult and triumph, to 
have laid it at their door. 

To these we might add the suffrages of many more, * who 
have written set treatises of prayer, teaching us to regulate all 

* St. Cyprian. 
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our prayers after that most perfect pattern of our Lord's, and 
ever to direct our petitions to our heavenly Father only. 

Gregory Nyssen saith,* “we are taught to worship and 
adore that nature only that is uncreated.*' 

Athanasius, “ that God only is to be worshipped, that the 
creature is not to adore the creature.** 

St. Austinf says expressly, “that the saints are to be 
honoured for imitation, not to be adored for religion; that at 
the communion table they were named, but not invocated. 
And again, you see the head of the most renowned empire 
stooping with his diadem, and praying at the sepulchre of 
Peter the fisherman, namely, it is to God himself that he 
prays, though at the tomb of Peter.** 

Epiphanius % reproving, as he calls it, the women’s heresy, 
who were wont to offer up apcake to the blessed Virgin, hath 
these words : “ Let Mary be in honour, hut let the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Ghost be worshipped :** and to 
shew us what a very ill opinion he had of that at least super¬ 
stitious practice, he six times repeats in that tract, Map/ar 
TTpotTk-wtlroi, “ Let no man adore Mary.” 

To name no more, Tertullian,§ in his Apology for the Chris¬ 
tians, thus expresses himself; after lie had set down the many 
great blessings the Christians thought themselves ever obliged 
to beg for their Emperors, “ As long life, and valiant arms, 
and a faithful senate, and loyal subjects, and a peaceable 
reign ; these things,” saith he, “ I may not pray for from any 
other but from him, of whom I know I shall obtain them, 
because both it is he who is alone able to give, and I am he to 
whom it appertains to obtain that which is requested, being 
his servant who observe him alone.” 

VII. 

That the Doctrine and Practice of Saint-Invocation is impious 

and idolatrous . 

This, I think, will be fully made out from these three par¬ 
ticulars. 

* dicrurrov <pv<riv, Coat. Eunom. tom. 2. Orat 4. [p. 572. Par. 1638.] 
Orat. 3. Contr. Arian. [vol. 1. p. 204. Heidelb. 1601.] 

t De Ver. Relig. c. 55. [ut supra, vol. 1. p. 786.] de Civit Dei, 1. 22. 
c. 10. [Ibid. vol'. 7. p. 673.] Ep. 42. [Ibid. vol. 2. p. 843.] 

$ Here*. 79. adver. Collyridian. [p. 1064. Colon. 1682.] 

$ Apol. Sect. 30. [p. 27. Par. 1695.] 
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1. This ascribes to angels and saints the attributes and per¬ 
fections that are solely proper and peculiar to God, viz. his 
omniscience and omnipresence; for not only when mental 
prayers, as the Church of Rome directs, but (since the blessed 
spirits above cannot be supposed to espouse the cause of an 
insincere votary) when vocal prayers also are offered up to 
them, it supposes them privy to the very thoughts, and ac¬ 
quainted with the hearts of men; again, when innumerable 
prayers and supplications from millions of places at the 
greatest distance from one another, are at the same time im¬ 
mediately put up to them, it supposes in like manner, that 
they are present in all places, add at the same time can give 
audience to all their petitioners. Now what more or greater 
can be said of God ? Is not this that infinite knowledge, that 
omnipresent power, and never absent nature that the Scriptures 
solely attribute to the Creator of all things, and have denied to 
any of the highest form of the creatures ? And although I will 
not undertake to describe to you the exact bounds and measures 
of the angelical nature and perfections, how perspective their 
knowledge is! how piercing their understandings ! how swift 
their motion! Yet sure I am, that neither they, nor any other 
the most elevated part of God’s creation, can by their own natu¬ 
ral power know the hearts of men, and be in all places at one 
instant of time. It is God alone, whose understanding is infi¬ 
nite, who looks down from heaven, and beholds all the ways 
of the sons of men: “ He, even he knoweth all the hearts of 
the children of men.”* “ It is he thatseethin secret.”f And 
God challenges it as peculiar to himself: “The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, who can 
know it? I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins .”% By 
this argument the Fathers triumphed over the Arians and 
Macedonians, in proving the Divinity of the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, which yet would have been no argument at all, had 
not this knowledge been an incommunicable perfection in the 
Divine nature. 

, But it is said, that it is God indeed that only naturally, and 
of himself, knows the hearts of men, but this hinders not, hut 
that others, his saints and angels, may know them by commu¬ 
nication from him, vis. either by revelation from God, or by 
the beatific vision, “ seeing all things in God, who sees all 
things/* 


* 1 Kings viii. [39.] 


t Matth. vi. 4. 


t Jerem. xvii. 9, 10. 
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In answer to this, not to mention how it contradicts the 
express words of Scripture, which without any distinction or 
limitation, does as plainly assert as words can do it, “ That 
God only knows the heart not to mention the many dis¬ 
putes the Romanists have among themselves which way is to 
be chosen as the most probable, and after what manner, in 
either way, this knowledge is derived and passed from God to 
them: these things may be said, 

1. That God hath nowhere declared, that he hath- commu¬ 
nicated this privilege and prerogative of his nature to saints 
and angels, or that he does any way make visible or known 
to them the hearts and the requests of men; and now, if what 
is not of faith is sin, we having no text of Scripture to build 
our faith upon in this particular, must of necessity sin in pray¬ 
ing to them on that supposition, and commit that very sin too, 
which we doubt whether we so doing .commit or no ; nay, the 
silence of the Scripture in this particular, has in a manner 
determined the point; and we may conclude, that the most 
jealous God has reserved the honour of invocation to himself 
alone, since he has nowhere given us the least hint or intimation 
of leave to pray to them. 

2. We are informed in Scripture, that the saints departed 
do not particularly know or mind what is done here below ; 
God tells Josiah, " Thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in 
peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the evil I will bring upon 
this place.”* “ The dead know not any thing,’’f that is, of the 
affairs of this world, saith the Preacher. “ His sous come to 
honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, 
and he pcrceiveth it not of them,” says Job, of man in the 
other state. When Elijah was about to be taken up into 
heaven, he thus spake to Elisha, “ Ask what I shall do for 
thee before I shall be taken away from thee strongly im¬ 
plying, that when he was once gone, it was in vain to ask any 
thing of him. Elijah was immediately taken up into heaven, 
made no stay by the way, in limbo, as the Romanists them¬ 
selves agree; being in heaven, his love to Elisha could not be 
forgot, nor his interest in God lessened, but rather both, by 
being exalted thither, very much increased and augmented; 
so that no reason can be given why he should limit and fix his. 
making his desires known to him to the lime of his abode 
with him on earth, but only tliis, his persuasion that in the 

* 2 Chron. xxxiv. 28. t Eccl. ix. 5. + 2 Kings ii. 9. 
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other state he should not be capable to hear his request, and 
so all his future addresses to him would be ineffectual. To 
these we may add that known place in Isaiah, “Abraham 
doth not know us, and Israel is ignorant of us from whence 
St. Austin concludes, that “ if those great men, and founders 
of their nation were ignorant of what was done in after ages to 
their posterity, why should the dead be thought in a condition 
to know or help their surviving friends in what they do.” j" 

3. They that will have God acquaint particular saints and 
angels with those petitions that are put up to them, impose a 
very servile and dishonourable office on God; and as some¬ 
times they will have us, out of discretion and humility, go to 
God by saints and angels, as men make their way to a prince 
by his favourites; now they make the king and his subjects 
to change places, and God is sent to wait on them with the 
requests of their votaries. What can be more strangely ridi¬ 
culous than this position of theirs ? That the petitioner must 
first make his suit to angels and saints, then God must tell 
those angels and saints both the person that prays, and the 
boon he prays for, then the angels or saints must back again 
and present them to God. Or, when any one addresses to an 
angel or saint, to supplicate the blessed Virgin in his behalf, 
God must first tell this angel or saint the contents of the 
address ; then he must post to the blessed Virgin ; she, upon 
the first notice of it, must have recourse to her Son ; and he, 
upon the motion of his mother, repair to his Father, to present 
that request to him, which he himself first revealed. But is 
not this an insufferable affront to God, and an intolerable 
abuse to themselves 1 To send the Most High God on the 
errands of his creatures, and to apply themselves to broken 
cisterns, when they may directly go to the fountain itself of all 
blessings ? 

4, Neither can -the angels and spirits above know the hearts 
and petitions of their supplicants any more, by virtue of the 
sight of God, than by revelation from him. This fond opinion 
depends upon this Romish gingle, “That seeing God, they 
must in him see ail things,that in idea are contained in him ; 
but does not the Scripture assure us, “ That no one knows 
the things of Go$, but the Spirit of God which is in him ?”§ 

* Isa. lxiii. 16. 

t St. Aust. de Cura proMort. c. 13. [ut supra, vol. 6. p. 525-] 

t 1 Cor. ii. II. § Eph. iii. 10. 
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Po they not tell us, how ignorant the angels were of the great 
mystery of man’s redemption, notwithstanding their nearness 
to God, and beholding his face, “ till it was made known to 
them by the Church.”* Does not our Saviour let us know, 
that he himself as man, though his humanity was hypostati- 
cally united to the Divinity, did not pretend to know all the 
counsels and purposes of God ? Speaking of the day of judg¬ 
ment, he says, “ Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no 
not the angels of heaven, but the Father only/’f Why then 
should it be thought credible, that the blessed spirits above, 
by beholding God’s face, do in that glass of the Divinity see 
all things and transactions that are done, and hear all prayers 
and petitions that are made by the sons of men 1 

2. This doctrine and practice is highly derogatory from the 
glory of God, as Governor* of the world. God is the great 
Lord of heaven and earth; all that we are, and all that we 
have, we derive from him; we are upheld by his power, and 
maintained by his bounty and goodness: “ In him we live, and 
move, and have our being “ he gives to all life and breath, 
and all things he numbers the hairs of our head, paints the 
lilies^ of the field beyond the glory of Solomon, feeds the 
young ravens that call upon him; takes care of sparrows, 
much more of, man, who is of a more worthy and excellent 
nature, much more yet of nations and kingdoms, who consist 
of multitudes of men linked by laws and government; and 
though sometimes, when he pleases, he makes use of the ministry 
of angels, and makes them the instruments of his providence 
towards the sons of men; yet he has no where told us, that he 
hath' divided to them, much less to saints departed, their 
several provinces, or set them their particular tasks ; that he 
has made them presidents over such countries or cities, patrons 
and guardians over such persons or professions ; that he has 4| 
given them a power over such and such maladies and diseases; 
but has reserved the power of dispensing his kindnesses, 
where, to whom, and in what measure, in his own hands; and 
therefore all our trust and confidence ought entirely to be 
placed in God, all our thanks and praises are due to him, and 
he alone is to be acknowledged as the author and donor of all 
our blessings: but now from that presidcntslpp and protection, 
that power and patronage, that the Romanists}; “ intruding 
into tnose things they have not seen,” without sufficient ground 

$ CoL ii. 18. 


* 1 Pet. i. 12. 


t Matth. xxiv. 30- 
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ascribe to angels and saints, over particular kingdoms, persons, 
and in particular cases and circumstances (though as substi¬ 
tutes under God), arises naturally some degree of trust and 
confidence in them, some debt of homage and praise to them; 
and it is well if the person obliged looks any higher in his 
returns of love and thankfulness, than to that particular angel 
or saint he prayed to, and from whose deputed power and 
authority he thinks he received his deliverance ; and what is 
this but to rob God of the honour of being sole Governor ol 
the world, and to make some of his creatures, who are no less 

* beholding to him for their subsistence than the rest, to par¬ 
take with him of that trust and affection, that homage and 
subjection, that is wholly due to him from all his creatures ? 
What is this, as our Church in her Homily expresses it, “but 
a turning from the Creator to the creature ?”* “ Cursed is the 
man that trusteth in man/' says the Prophet, and for the 
same reason in any finite and created being; because in what 
degree he does so, in the same does his heart depart from God; 
but “ blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is.” 

What low and mean conceptions of God have those men, 
who think his government of the world must be modelled and 
conformed to a prince’s government over his kingdom ; and 
because he being but a man, and so not ‘able in person to hear 
all complaints, and'redress all grievances, appoints substitutes 
under him, judges and magistrates to do it; therefore God 
must do so too ; whereas there is an infinitely wider distance 
between the wisdom, and knowledge, and goodness, and power 
of God, and those of the most accomplished governor, than 
there is between the height of heaven and the lowest centre of 
the earth: “ My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

* your ways my ways, saith the Lord; for as the heavens arc 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” f The wisest monarch 
on earth falls infinitely short of the perfections of God; hit* 
knowledge is but short, his power small, and therefore cannot 
possibly, without the information and assistance of others, 
extend the influences of his government over all his subjects ; 
did he not make use of more eyes and more bands than his 
own, the complaints of some would be altogether neglected, 
and the cause of others not rightly judged, his mistakes would 

* Jerem. xvii. 5, 7. t Isa. lv. 8, 9. 
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be innumerable, and his wings too short to cherish and foster, 
to shelter and cover every corner of his realm : but could he 
act with that plenitude of wisdom, and knowledge, and power, 
that is in God, all then might have access to his person, either 
immediately, or by his son, that is of like nature and power 
with him, and no man fear the being sent back unheard, or 
the having his cause misjudged, the not having justice done 
him, or mercy in a compassionable case withheld from him ; 
God's wisdom is never wearied with seeing, nor his power tired 
with acting in the world, supposing the affairs of* the world to 
be infinite, which they are not, yet God is infinite too; and 
now an infinite God can with as much ease manage and govern 
an infinite number of affairs, as one wise man can prudently 
manage one affair, infinite bearing the same proportion to infi¬ 
nite, as one does to one. 

The same fancy likewise of making the court of heaven 
resemble princes’ courts on earth, hath brought forth that ex¬ 
cuse in the Romish supplicants, that it is out of an humble 
sense of their own unworthiness, and an awful%gartf to the 
infinite Majesty of God, that they address to him, as earthly 
subjects to their king, not immediately to himself, but by the 
mediation of angels and saints, those courtiers and favourites 
of heaven. But what wise man on earth, who is abundantly 
satisfied of the readiness and ability of his prince to help him, 
and hath free leave given him on any occasion to come, im¬ 
mediately, or by his sou, to him, will choose to waive this 
freedom of access, and apply himself to some inferior officer 
and favourite (of whose power and interest he is not so well 
assured), either to relieve him himself, or to procure relief of 
the king for him? This is our case; God is of infinite wisdom, 
goodness, and power, every way able, on all occasions, to 
afford suitable aids and supplies to the wants of his creatures, 
hath not only allowed, but commanded all “ to call upon him 
in the day of trouble, to pour out their complaints to him,*’ 
hath over and over promised “ to hear their prayers, and to 
answer them,” hath appointed his own Son, God with him- 
selfi the master of requests, from time to time to receive all 
the petitions of his subjects; and both the one and the other 
are infinitely more able, and infinitely more willing to hear and 
succour them, than the best and wisest, and most powerful of 
all created beings; and shall we now be afraid to take the 
liberty that God hath given us ? Shall we call that impudence 
which God hath made our duty ? Whilst we pretend humi- 
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lity, shall we forfeit our allegiauce, and distrust his promises, 
and suspect the goodness of his nature, for fear of being too 
saucy and too bold with his person ? To this pretence of vo* 
luntary humility, the Fathers long since, particularly St. Am¬ 
brose and St. Chrysostom, gave a satisfactory answer; St. 
Ambrose, or whoever was the author of those Commentaries 
that go under his name,* observing that the heathens used the 
same apology for going to their gods by their inferior deities as 
the Romanists do now for their addressing to God by saints 
and angels, namely, as men go to the king by his courtiers, 
out of humility and a deep sense of the infinite distance be¬ 
tween God and them,” calls it “a miserable excuse and adds, 
“ is any man so mad and regardless of himself, to give the 
honour due to the king to any of his courtiers; which, if a 
man does, he is condemned of treason ? And yet they think 
themselves not guilty, who give the honour due to God’s name 
to a creature, and forsaking God, adore their fellow-servants, 
as though mything greater than that were reserved for God 
himself. Bw therefore we go to a king by his officers and 
servants, because the king is but a man, wfio knows not of 
himself whom to employ in his public affairs (without infor¬ 
mation from others). But with God it is otherwise, for no¬ 
thing is hid from him ; he knows the deserts of every one, and 
therefore we need no spokesman but a devout mind; for when¬ 
soever such an one shall speak to him he will answer him.” 
St. Chrysostom also, often to the same purpose, denies the way 
of our coming to God to be like the manner of kings’ courts: 
“ When thou hast need,”f saith he, f( to sue unto a king, thou 
art forced first to apply to his favourites, and go a great way 
about; but with God there is no such thing ; he is entreated 
without an intercessor; it sufficeth only, that thou cry in thine 
heart, And bring tears with thee, and entering in straightway 
thou xnayest draw him unto theeand for example hereof, 
he sets before us the woman of Canaan : “ she entreated not 
Jame9, she beseeched not John, neither did she go to Peter, 
but broke through the crowd to Christ himlclf, saying, I have 
no need of a mediator, but taking repentance with me to re¬ 
commend me, I come to the fountain itself; for this cause did 
he descend; for this cause did he take flesh, that I might 

* 1 [In] Rom. i. 21. [vol. 2. Append, p, 33. Par. 1690.] 

t St. Chry. Serm. 7. of Repentance, [ut supra, vol. 2 p. 336.] Serm. 
in Psalm iv. p. 524, 802. {Ibid. vol. 5. p. 8, 9.] 
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have the boldness to speak unto him; I have no need of a 
mediator, have thou mercy upon me.” 

3. It is highly injurious to the honour of Christ, as the 
only mediator God has appointed betwixt God and man. 
God, as the reward of the unspotted innocency of his life and 
perfect obedience of his death, exalted him to the right hand 
of majesty and glory, bestowed a mediatorious kingdom on 
him, invested him with all power in heaven and earth, and 
gave him authority to receive and answer the prayers of his 
people; u Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree, him 
hath God exalted to he a Prince and a Saviour “ Let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”f 
“ He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross ; wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name ; that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glorv^f God the 
Father.” £ So that now to make more mediators^^Ptn Christ, is 
not only to undervalue his all-sufficient merits^ to distrust his 
never-failing interest and power with God, but also to invade 
that honour and royalty that God hath conferred on him 
alone; by giving to angels and saints the same power, they 
give them the same honour too, and Christ is robbed of both, 
whilst others are made to divide with him. But to which of 
the angels or saints departed, said God at any time, “ Sit 
thou on my right hand to make intercession for men?” Of 
which of them has he at any time affirmed, as he has done of 
Christ, “ He is able to save them to the uttermost, that come 
to God by him, seeing he ever lives to make intercession for 
men ? That if anv man sin, he is an advocate with the Father 
for him ? Or, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in his name, 
it shall be given you?” Certainly, they who will have angels 
and saints mediators betwixt God and men, ought to produce 
a commission signed by God, or his Son Jesus, to constitute 
them such; but this they are no more able to do than they 
are to make a grant of such power and honour themselves to 
them. It is true, the blessed spirits above arc said to stand 
about the throne of God, and the holy angels^o behold his 
face; and as the honour of a prince is increased by the number 
of his attendants, so is our Lord’s exaltation rendered the 


* Acts [v. 30, 31.] f Acts [ii. 23, 36.] $ Phil. ii. [8, 9, 10,11.] 



1?4 THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


more glorious by those ten thousand times ten thousand that 
minister unto him; but yet it is never said, “ they sit at God’s 
right hand, or live for ever to make intercession for us 
and having no such delegation of power from God for this 
office, the honour and worship that belongs to it cannot be 
given to them without manifest wrong and sacrilege to Christ, 
who has. The holy angels arc God’s ministering spirits, and 
the spirits of just men departed his glorified saints ; but God 
hath made “Jesus only Lord and Christ: and put all things, 
in heaven and earth, in subjection under his feetof him 
only hath he said, “ Let all the angels honour him, and let all 
the saints fal 1 down before him, and all men honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.”* Amen. 

TO CONCLUDE: 

Were we certain that the saints departed do now reign in 
heaven, and enjoy the beatific vision; and that it was lawful 
to invocate^ich as are undoubtedly saints, as the blessed 
Virgin and^He holy Apostles: yet, metliinks, a wary man 
should be shy,.and not over-forward to exhibit that honour to 
all whom the Pope hath canonized: I cannot for my heart 
but think, that the prelates and bishops in King Henry 
VUIth’s time had as much reason to unsaint Thomas a Becket 
for being a rebel against his Prince, as Pope j^exander III, had 
to canonize him for being a bigot for the Church. What can a 
sober Christian think of the saintship of some, who never had 
any being in the world, and of others who never had any 
goodness; many of their saints are mere names, without per¬ 
sons ; and many mere persons, without holiness; nay, I am 
very confident, that the greatest incendiaries and disturbers of 
the peace of the world do as well deserve it, as that famous 
Pope Hildebrand, or Gregory VII. Innumerable might be 
instanced in, whose saintship justly falls under great suspi¬ 
cion ; but it is enough that some Romanists themselves, and 
those of no little authority in their Church, have grantedf 
“ that the Pope’s canonizations are doubtful and subject to 
errorif then at any time his infallibility should chance to 
mistake, as I am pretty sure he has more than once done, the 
members of that Church are in a sweet case, and are not only 
in danger of invocating saints, but devils also; which is idolatry 
with a witness, and by their own confession. 

* John v. 23. 

t Bellarm. de Beat. Sanct. 1. 1. c. 7 , 8. [vol. 2. p. 396, &c. Prag. 1721.] 



PRAYERS TO SAINTS AND ANGELS. 


125 


A DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING THE 

WORSHIP OP THE BLESSED VIRGIN AND THE SAINTS: 

An Account of the beginnings and rise of it amongst Christians, 
in Answer to M. de Meaux’s Appeal to the Fourth Age, 
in his Exposition and Pastoral Letter . 


§ I. The gentlemen of the Church of Rome have been 
pleased lately to send hooks amongst us of a very different 
strain: on the one side “ Popery* Misrepresent^! and Repre¬ 
sented/’ but especially Monsieur de Meaux’s ‘^Exposition of 
the Roman Doctrine/’ on the other side our Lady’s “Rosary,” 
and the. “ Contemplation of her Life and Glory,” &c. which go 
up and down, though not so openly as the other. And we be¬ 
lieve they, have books in readiness to explain over again their 
meaning in the other articles (treated of in the “Exposition”), 
at the same rate that their books of particular devotion to our 
Lady, do explain the articles of religious worship, and Invo¬ 
cation of Saints. 

In the mean time they seem to believe, that there are no 
articles will bear a representation in their true colours, sooner 
or better than these. And the truth is, as mankind has in 
all ages been very prone to superstition, so to no kind of it 
more than to that of worshipping dead men and women; 
which being the practice they would reconcile us to, in the 
first place, we are concerned the more thoroughly to examine, 
what they now think fit to say for it. 

But let no man think, that in this cause we are engaged 
against the saints departed, because we contend with their wor¬ 
shippers. Let no man take our refusal to honour them, as 
their worshippers honour them, for an argument that we do 
not honour them at all. We are content to be tried by that 
known rule of St. Austin, that “ they are to be honoured for 
imitation, not to be adored for religion.” We believe that the 
highest honour we can do them, is to follow their examples: 
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we love their memories; we celebrate anniversary commemo¬ 
rations of their piety and virtues, Especially of their sufferings 
for righteousness’ sake; we congratulate their victories over 
the world; we rejoice in their glory and happiness; we pro¬ 
pound their examples to the imitation of the faithful, exciting 
them to live as the saints once lived, that they at length may 
inherit those promises, which, by their faith and patience in 
this world, the saintg now inherit in the other; we praise God 
for them, as often as we meet together at the holy table of our 
Lord: and when we meet to inter our Christian brethren, we 
pray to God “ to hasten his kingdom, that we, with all those 
that are departed in the true faith of his holy name, may have 
our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in 
his everlasting glory.” 

Thus we honour the departed saints, remembering all along, 
that though they are highly exalted above us, who are here 
below imprisoned in earthly bodies, and struggling in a sinful 
world with i^rmities and temptations; we yet belong to the 
same body, W which they are members, and that they are 
still our fellow-servants. We are persuaded they have not 
less, but rather more charity for us than they had for the 
Church, when they lived upon the earth; but whether they 
know us in particular or not, or in what instances they express 
their charity towards us, God having made no revelations of 
these things, we can define nothing about them ; and therefore 
we dare not give them those honours, which suppose such an 
assurance of these things, as God hath thought fit to deny us. 

As the Virgin Mary in particular, we do with men and 
angels acknowledge that she was “ blessed amongst women,” 
since she brought forth the Saviour of mankind, and the Lord 
of heaven and earth; since she was not the mother only, but 
the virgin mother also of our Lord, and conceived him by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. Which confession so honourable 
to her, being inseparable from a right belief concerning our 
Lord Jesus, we do not only set it forth upon the anniversary 
of the Annunciation, but frequently also in our sermons, and 
daily in the Creed. Moreover, we take these singular graces 
of God towards her, in conjunction with other things of a 
more common quality : we doubt not but she was an excellently 
pious and virtuous person. We see by her behaviour, when 
the angel Gabriel* came to her, that she was not apt to he 
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imposed upon by counterfeit visions and revelations, nor for¬ 
ward to believe great things of herself, nor lifted up with 
pride, because she was so highly favoured; but that upon this 
extraordinary occasion, she wholly resigned herself to the dis¬ 
posal of God, with a wisdom ancl humility that could not but 
be habitual. But if nothing at all had been said of her 
personal qualities in the Scriptures (as indeed there is but very 
little), we might have presumed without rashness, that because 
God (who has no less regard to a holy mind than to a pure 
body) would have the mother of our Lord to retain the purity 
of a virgin, he would also choose a most holy virgin to be his 
mother: and since he was pleased to send us so heavenly a 
treasure in an earthen vessel, he would choose one of the 
greatest honour. For which reason likewise, we might have 
concluded, without otlx^ testimony, that she became after¬ 
wards a faithful disciple of her Son. For when one, in admira¬ 
tion of him; cried out, ‘‘Blessed is the womb that bare thee, 
and the paps that gave thee suck: Yea rather,” said he, 
“ blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it 
without which blessedness, she that bore him in her womb, 
and nourished him at her breasts, would have been justly 
esteemed by all generations, the most unhappy and miserable 
creature in the world. Finally, from all this we cannot but 
conclude that she is very happy and glorious in the kingdom 
ot heaven. Fot though we have no particular revelations con¬ 
cerning this, to warrant any comparisons of her state, with 
that of angels and archangels; yet, upon general reasons we 
may say with sufficient assurance, that her rewards and glories 
in heaven are exceeding great, and such as hold proportion, 
not only with her faith and patience (for as some think she 
suffered martyrdom); but likewise with that honour, which 
God was pleased to confer upon her in this world. 

Now if anything remains, whereby to express the tenderness 
we have for the honour of the blessed Virgin, it is this. That 
we should do what we can to redeem her name from that dis¬ 
honourable imputation of affecting glories that cannot belong to 
the most excellent creature, that is but a creature : for they 
who, by most solemn rites of religious service, address to her, 
as to the “ queen of heaven and earth,” would make us believe, 
and pretend to believe themselves, that she is pleased with 
that worship which they offer to her. But if, as we say, they 
yield to her those services which no creature is to receive; they 
do by consequence represent her as a lady, that aspires to the 
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glory of the Most High ; which is by no means for the glory 
of the blessed Virgin. And if their saint-worship be liable to 
the same charge, thus also they represent the other saints. 
Now though in opposing their doctrine and practice, we are 
principally moved by that concern we ought to have for the 
gloiy of our Creator and Saviour; yet it is some inducement to 
us so to do, that we shall thereby vindicate the blessed Virgin 
also, and all the glorified saints. For if she knows what 
passes amongst mortals, she cannot but be displeased at those 
services that have been, and still are paid to her, by some of 
her Son’s disciples ; and if she said any thing at all to them, 
she should say to her votaries, but with greater indignation, 
what the angel said to St. John, falling at his feet to worship 
him ;* “ See thou do it not: I am thy fellow-servant: worship 
God.” 

The same I say of the angels, the apostles, the martyrs, 
and all the saints, whom thev honour with the same kind of 
worship that they give to the blessed Virgin. Only the degree 
of her worship, and the frequency of their addresses to her, 
and the strength of their confidence in her, is so much greater, 
that they have thought fit to invent a word of art to express 
it by : Ilyperdulia they call it; a word which our people 
cannot understand better, than by knowing the practice which 
it is a name for. 

It is so vast a proportion of religious service, which they 
render to her; it consists of so many parts and diversities, that 
it were a labour to recount them as particularly as the case 
would bear. It shall suffice to mention some of the principal 
heads. They worship her with religious prayers and vows. 
They erect churches and oratories for her service ; where they 
worship her very images and pictures, and pretended relics. 
They make rosaries and compose Hours, Psalters, and other 
forms of devotion to her: they ask things of her that are 
proper to be asked of God only: they bum incense to her 
images,* 1 and offer their very sacrifice of the mass in her 
honour. 

Now as to this, and all the rest, we cannot but stand 
amazed, that this service of the blessed Virgin should grow 
to be one of the principal parts of their religion; when the 
holy Scriptures have not given us the least intimation of rule 
or example for it, or of any doctrine or practice that leads to 


• Rev. xix. 10. 
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it. That it should he a main design of their catechisms to 
instruct youth in the worship of the blessed Virgin ; of their 
sermons to excite the people to put confidence in her, and to 
call upon her for the present occasion ; of their books of devo¬ 
tion to direct them how to pray to her, and magnify her in 
formal invocations ; of their confessors to enjoin penitents to 
say so many Ave Maries, in satisfaction for their sins, and to 
make at least as frequent applications to Mary, as to Jesus 
himself, for deliverance from sins and dangers : when not one 
word, not one intimation of any thing like to any thing of all 
this, is left upon record in the writings of the Evangelists and 
Apostles; from whom those men pretend to derive their 
religion, whose books are large enough for this so famous a 
service, to have been at least mentioned somewhere or other ; 
and who, without all doubt, would have more than mentioned 
it, if it had been the religion of those times. This is that we 
must always wonder at, and so much the more, because the 
constant tenor of the holy Scriptures bears against such 
practices as these, agreeably to that precept of both Testa¬ 
ments, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” 

And indeed our reasons to keep at a distance from this 
worship of the blessed Virgin and the saints, are so obvious and 
commonly known, that I shall not make it a business by itself 
to represent them. But these two things I shall consider as 
well as I can : 

1. The plausible expositions and colours, by which they 
have tried of late to justify themselves in these things. 

2. What were the beginnings of this kind of worship 
amongst Christians, and by what steps it is grown to that - 
height, in which we now see it. I shall consider the former 
in a narrow compass, because much has been said to it already. 
The latter is what I chiefly design. 

§. 2. In pursuance of the first thing propounded, I shall 
particularly observe how Monsieur dc Meaux hath expounded 
these matters, under the heads of religious worship, of invoca¬ 
tion of saints, and giving honour to images and relics : but I 
shall begin with the two latter, because he expounds these 
particularly ; and then I shall consider the general defence he 
makes, for all the religious worship they give to the blessed 
Virgin, and to the saints. 

The worship of invocation is the foundation of a great many 

VOL. VII. K. 
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other things done in her service: for instance, it is this that 
hath brought forth the Rosary, the Psalters, the Hours, and 
all other offices of devotion to her. It is this that hath raised 
her shrines, and built oratories and chapels for her especial 
service. And indeed, if she as well as God is to be worshipped 
with prayers and hymns, it is but reasonable, that she should 
have her holy places for such services, as well as God. And 
yet St. Austin* thought the erecting of temples to be so proper 
an act of divine worship, that if we should do it to the most 
excellent angel, we should be anathematized from the Church 
of God : whereas therefore our churches are known from one 
another in cities and populous towns, by the names of several 
saints; yet we profess, that however for distinction sake they 
are so called, they arc God’s houses and oratories, and not 
theirs ; and it is most manifest that they are used by us for his 
worship, and not for theirs in whole or in part. 

The invocation of the blessed Virgin and the saints has run 
out into some excesses, from which they might have separated 
it ; and therefore to these -excesses I shall say. but little, espe¬ 
cially because they defend them very faintly, and with great 
appearances of self-condemnation. 

It was too much in all reason, that the Council of Trent-f¬ 
allowed of mental as well as vocal prayers to be made to the 
saints; for this ascribes to them the knowledge of the secrets 
of hearts. And it is a very faint plea for this, which Monsieur 
de Meaux£ makes in saying, that “ God did not disdain to 
discover fiiture tilings to the prophets, though they appear 
much more particularly reserved to his own knowledge.” For 
this docs not clear mental praying to the saints, from the con¬ 
sequence we charge it with, unless they were sure, that as God 
discovered some fiiture things to the prophets, so he does also 
perpetually reveal the prayers of our mind to the saints. The 
instance shews what is needless, that God can do it if he please ; 
it does not shew that he does it, and that only would have 
been to the purpose. 

Besides, whatever opinion they have of the lawfulness and 
profitableness of praying to saints, they should have been very 
much afraid to affirm them to be mediators of intercession; 
when, without any distinction, the Scripture does not only 

* Cont. Maxim. Arian. fib. 1. c. 11. [vol. 8. p.686. Par. 1688.] 

t Sess, 25. de Invoc. S. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 14. p. 395. Lut. Par. 
1672.] Bellar. de Sanct. Beatit. 1. 1. c. 20. [ut supra, p. 419.] 

$ Exp. p. 8. [p. 7. Load. 1686.] 
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give to Christ the quality of a mediator, as M. de Meaux* 
grants; but likewise the quality of our only Mediator, as he 
should have granted. For as “ there is one God/’ so ‘‘thereis 
one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus/’f 
Much less should men have been encouraged to make imme¬ 
diate applications to the saints, more frequently than to God or 
to Christ; as if the saints were more easily prevailed with by our 
prayers, than our God and Saviour. These excesses were too 
notorious to be denied, but withal, they were too scandalous 
to be confessed; but in all reason they ought to have been 
severely reproved. M. de Meaux would have us to observe 
that the Council teaches, it is good and profitable to pray to 
the saints. And we do observe, that though the Fathers were 
not insensible of the extowragant practices and doctrines in this 
matter, that were current amongst them, yet they would not 
vouchsafe to note them with the least censure; but were 
content to let them go on, as they had done before. 

Moreover they pray to the blessed Virgin, to protect them 
from the enemy, to receive them at the hour of death, to be 
propitious to them, to spare them, to give them strength, to 
give them grace, to open the gate of everlasting life to them, 
and for all that a good Christian can ask of God. Such like 
prayers do they also offer to the other saints: but neither shall 
I stay upon this; because they do not go about to justify it 
amongst us, otherwise than by pretending, that they say what 
they do not mean ; and that “ the intention of the Church, 
and of her faithful, reduces these prayers always to this form, 
that the saints would pray for us.”J Now when they confess, 
that “ the outward veneration is established to testify the 
inward sentiments of the mind,”§ we desire no greater evi¬ 
dence of self-condemnation in this case, than to hear them 
say quite backward, that the intention of the Church and her 
faithful is established to explain the meaning of so considerable 
a part of their outward worship. But in the mean time, God 
help the common people, if they are to be judged after their 
own intentions and understandings, and not the intentions and 
expositions of some few guides of their Church. 

To name no more of these enormities; their dividing to the 
saints their several offices in their prayers to them, is a most 
unaccountable superstition, i. e. that one saint is applied to 

* Exp. p. 6. [Ibid. p. 5.] + I Tim. ii. 5. 

X Exp. p. 6. [ibid. p. 5.] § P. 9. [Ibid. p. 8.] 
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for the cure of one disease, and another for another; and some 
peculiar things desired of almost every one. For how can 
they persuade us, that they desire nothing of the saints but 
the help of their prayers, when they attribute to each saint 
his particular virtue and power; unless they think that St. 
Apollonia’s intercession is not as effectual against the gout, as 
the toothache ? 

§. 3. But setting aside these excesses, which several moderate 
men of their own Church have complained of, but all to no 
purpose . let us hear what they say in behalf of praying to the 
blessed Virgin, and to the saints at all, supposing it be for 
nothing but to pray for them, as one creature may do for 
another ; and that they speak to her and them in hymns anti 
strains, which, as to the matter therein contained, do not exalt 
them above the condition of creatures : in one word, why they 
address to her, and the rest of the saints, with any sort of for¬ 
mal invocation. 

"We dare not do this, because we believe prayer to be an 
essential part of God’s worship, inasmuch’ as it is sometimes 
put for the whole : “ How shall they call upon him, in whom 
they have not believed i. e. “ How shall they serve and 
worship him ?” It is so incommunicable a worship, that God 
himself described his own house by it: ” My house shall be 
called an house of prayer.” And surely when God named his 
house by some part of that service that was performed there, 
he would choose such a part as w as peculiar to himself. This 
and much more we say for ourselves. 

But to all that we can say, they give this plausible answer. 
That it makes no more against their practice, in desiring 
the prayers of their brethren in heaven, than against theirs and 
ours,* m desiring the prayers of our brethren upon earth ; and 
as Monsieur de M. says, that it ** is profitable to pray to the 
saints, in the same spirit of charity, and according to the same 
order of fraternal society, which moves us to demand assistance 
of our brethren living upon earth 

Now this is a very popular way to save themselves from 
blame, but by no means sufficient; for there is a concurrence 

* “ What have they to say to this prayer ? Pray for us. Is it not word 
for word St. Paul’s ? Is it more injurious to the Creator, because in the 
same spirit we address to the saints that live with him ?” Past. Let. p. 16. 
[Lond. 1686.] 
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of other reasons to make it profitable to desire the prayers 01 
our brethren upon earth, besides these two, that “ they are our 
brethren/’ and that “we love one another.” God has mani¬ 
festly approved it in the holy Scriptures; that is one reason: 
besides, we are also sure, that when we desire our brethren 
upon earth to pray for us, they hear us: that is another reason. 
But neither of these reasons can be justly produced, to shew 
the profitableness of praying to the saints departed. 

But because this is the most common and colourable defence 
they make, I shall further shew, what may and ought to he 
replied to it by the people of our communion. They say, we 
may as lawfully desire those in heaven to pray for us, as those 
on earth. But let us then tell them, that when we ask of one 
another things proper to he asked, these requests are by no 
means that which we understand by “ prayer or religious invo¬ 
cation and that themselves do not so account them. Mon¬ 
sieur de M. clearly gives them another name; he calls it, 
“beseeching or demanding the assistance of our brethren.”* 
But men of all religions do agree, this is to he a quite ^different 
thing from that part of religion which we call prayer. 

And to make this matter so plain, that it can neither be 
misunderstood nor denied; suppose a man visited with a pesti¬ 
lence, or any other dangerous distemper, do desire his physician 
to apply his best skill to recover him : Is this prayer or 
religious invocation? No; they will not say it is. But if the 
same person desires the blessed Virgin, or St. Roche, or St. 
Sebastian, to restore him to health; this they will confess to 
he prayer. And the reason of the difference is not, that the 
physician is desired to help the patient by his skill in natural 
remedies, and the saints by their intercession with God. For 
suppose that the patient sends for the priest, and desires him 
to pray for him, they will not say this desire is a prayer to the 
priest, or a religious invocation of him : they will tell you, 
that the sick man desires or demands the assistance of the 
priest’s prayers. But still, if he calls upon the blessed Virgin, 
or any of the saints departed* to help him by their prayers: 
this is properly, and in the account of religion, praying to 
them. What then is the reason of the difference ? for here is 
a request made to the priest and to the saint, and the same 
request too. Why is one prayer, and the other not ? Now 
though we should not perfectly agree with our adversaries 


* P. 6, 7. [Ibid. p. 5, 6.] 
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about the reason of the difference; yet so long as it is and 
must be acknowledged, that the honest requests we make to 
one another upon earth, are not that part of religion which we 
call prayer; but that the requests, which we make to the 
departed saints* are prayer; so long, I say, as this is granted, 
it is plain, that this their common argument, “ It is lawful and 
profitable to desire the assistance of our brethren’s prayers here 
upon earth; and therefore it is lawful and profitable to call 
upon those in heaven, to assist us with their prayers,” is very 
deceitful. For this is as much as to say: Those requests 
which are not prayer, may be lawfully made to creatures; 
and therefore those which are prayer may be made to creatures, 
as lawfully as those that are not. 

Now if you desire to know, what it is in this case that makes 
the difference, I think the answer is very plain. For the dif¬ 
ference is not to be taken, 1. From the matter of the request, 
for that is the same : nor, 2. From the persons themselves £to 
whom the request is made ; for if the saint departed were here, 
why would my requesting of the same thing be prayer to him, 
and not to the saint ? and therefore, 3. It must necessarily lie 
in the different circumstances of the priest and the saint; that 
the former is with me, and the latter is absent from me. Re¬ 
quests made to the faithful, are made to those that are within 
the compass of civil conversation. Rut the same requests 
made to the blessed Virgin and the saints, are made to those 
that are departed out of the compass of civil conversation. 
And this is that which makes them not to be prayer in the 
former case, and to be prayer in the latter. 

But if it be further inquired, why it is prayer to ask the 
same things of those that are distant from civil conversation, 
which, to ask of those that are within the compass of it, is not 
prayer? The reason seems plainly to be this, that when I 
address myself to one that is within the compass of civil con¬ 
versation, in which men nsc to hear or to understand one 
another; my assurance that he hears me, does no way ascribe 
to him a knowledge or a presence, which is above the condi¬ 
tion of a creature. But if I invoke the saints every where, with 
assurance that they hear me, I have no other reasonable 
ground of such assurance, than that they are every where 
present at the same time: for if I acknowledge that there is a 
certain limited compass, within which they can hear and know; 
let this limit be never so wide, how can I be assured that they 
are not out of that compass when I speak to them ? But the 
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Romanists pray every where to every saint, believing that they 
are heard. "It is certain,” says one of them,* "that the 
saints know what we bring forth by the affection of the heart 
only.” “ It is of faith,” saith another, f “ that the blessed 
know our prayers which we pour out to them, else it were in 
vain to make them.” Now a request does undoubtedly become 
prayer, or religious invocation, when the making of it attributes 
any Divine prerogative or perfection, to the being that is called 
upon; and therefore because immensity of presence is an 
incommunicable perfection of God; and because also requests 
made to those that are out of all lines of civil communication, 
being made in faith, do ascribe that power to them which is 
proper to God only: therefore such requests are proper prayer, 
or religious invocation. • 

It is indeed very possible, that he that prays to the blessed 
Virgin, and to the saints,*may not believe that they are omni¬ 
present ; but if he prays, as they pretend to do in the Roman 
Church, with assurance that they hear him, his prayer implies 
it, aud himself, by construction of the fact, ascribes it to them: 
for let him, if he can, produce any other reasonable ground of 
assurance that they hear him, wheresoever and whensoever he 
addresses to them. But instead of that, M. de Meaux tells 
us, "That the Church contents herself to teach with all 
antiquity (not all antiquity I am sure) those prayers to be 
very profitable to such who make them, whether it be the 
saints know them, by the ministry and communication of 
angels, who, according to the testimony of the Scripture, know 
what passes amongst us, &c.$ whether it be, that God himself 
makes known to them our desires by a particular revelation : 
or lastly, whether it be that he discovers the secret to them in 
his Divine essence, in which all truth is comprised.” Now if 
his Church could have taught us, upon what grounds they are 
assured, that the saints do hear them, either this way or that 
way ; or that God has in general revealed to us, that they hear 
or know the prayers we make to them one way or other, and 
therefore, that it is profitable to pray to them: she had not 
been content to teach, that the saints do know them some way 
or other, though she knows not how or why. For what founda¬ 
tion that they hear us can be gathered from such uncertain 
and loose conjectures as these are ? Can any man convince me 

* Bellar. de Sancti Beat. 1. 1. c. 20. 
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that a thing is done, by telling me, that it might he done by 
some way or other, for any thing he knows to the contrary ? 
and is this kind of arguing a sufficient ground to establish so 
solemn a part of religion, as the invocation of saints ? I know 
it is possible for God to reveal to my friend in the East Indies 
what I say here in England : but am I sure, that i& I say to 
him an Ora pro nobis, at this distance, it reaches him forth¬ 
with ? It were no difficult matter, if it were needful, to find them 
trouble enough to clear these very conjectures from absurdity; 
but as long as they are only conjectures, they can be no founda¬ 
tion of a certain persuasion. Whereas therefore M. de Meaux 
says, “ It is manifest, that to say a creature may have a know¬ 
ledge of these prayers by a light communicated to him by God, 
is not to elevate a creature above his condition.” I sav, it is 
as manifest, that this is no ground of certainty, that the saints 
hear our prayers at all; and if this be all they have to say, 
and yet will pretend to pray to them with faith, there is 
but one ground left for that faith, vis. “ That the saints are 
every where present, and are therefore elevated above the con¬ 
dition of creatures.’ 7 Which though some of themselves do 
not believe, yet their assurance to be heard being altogether 
unreasonable without that belief, their prayers do give the 
omnipresence of God to creatures; which is indeed the great 
reason why their addresses to the saints are properly prayers. 

This therefore I lay down, and let them remove it if they 
can; that to invocate any creature, who is out of the compass 
of civil conversation, i. e. with whom I cannot converse, as 
we do with one another, by speaking within the known dis¬ 
tances of hearing, or by writing, or messages, or the like, is in 
itself a vain and foolish thing, because he is out of distance. But 
if I pretend that it is profitable to invoke the saints, and this 
upon assurance that they hear me, though I can neither tell 
which way in particular, nor can shew in general that they do 
certainly hear me some way, that does not infer their omni¬ 
presence ; there is no remedy, but my invocation of them must 
by consequence confess, that they are omnipresent. 

Let therefore those of our communion say, that by calling 
upon God they do acknowledge his omnipresence, as well as 
his other infinite perfections; and that they arc such acknow¬ 
ledgments, which make their invocation of them, religious 
invocation, or that which is prayer in the account of religion : 
and therefore, that they dare not call upon the saints departed j 
because they being without the compass of civil conversation, 
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or of such means of communication as we have with one 
another in this world, we cannot he reasonably assured that 
they hear us, unless we will suppose them to be omnipresent; 
which as we do not believe, so we dare not do any thing that 
looks as if we did believe it. 

Thus have I shewn what, in our judgment, makes the dif¬ 
ference, between asking fit things of our brethren upon earth, 
and asking the same things of our brethren in heaven ; why 
one is not prayer, and the other is, viz. because the living are 
within our compass, and the dead are out of it. But whatever 
it is that makes the difference, since the honest requests wc 
make to one another in this world, are not prayer, and the 
requests we make to the saints in heaven are prayer ; it does 
not follow that we may request the same thing of these, as we 
may of those : for if the.argument be put into proper expres¬ 
sions, nothing can be more apparently inconsequent; for then 
it would run thus: Because I make my requests known to those 
to whom 1 do not offer the religious worship of prayer in so 
doing, therefore I may represent my desires to those too, 
whom I cannot call upon, but my desires become the worship 
of prayer, or religious invocation. 

And from hence it appears, that though this act of religious 
worship be given by those of the Roman Church to the 
meanest saint; yet after the most plausible defence they make 
of their practice in so doing, it is not to be given to the most 
excellent creature, and therefore not to the blessed Virgin 
herself. And by this we may judge what a cause they have 
to maintain, who call upon the saints, and especially upon the 
blessed Virgin, in strains so unsuitable to the condition of 
creatures ; as they are whom they invoke : when, because they 
are but creatures, they ought not to invoke them at all, since they 
are out of that compass of conversation, in which only we could 
speak to them as to creatures, with faith that they hear us. 

§. 4. To come to the next particular: when they kneel to 
the images of the blessed Virgin, and the saints, and prostrate, 
and humble themselves, and pray before them, we arc given to 
understand, there is no harm in all this, because they attribute 
no other virtue to the images, but that of exciting the remem¬ 
brance of those they represent ;* and their intention is not so 
much to honour the image, as to honour the Apostle or the 

• 
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martyr in the presence of the image.* As if the image were 
present to see and observe the honour that is done the Apostle 
or martyr! For it is no great honour that any body gets, by 
being honoured in the presence of mere wood or stone, that 
can neither see nor hear. This was an odd expression of M. de 
Meaux, this of ‘ ‘ honouring the martyr in the presence of the 
image,” no way suitable to the design of his exposition ; but 
fitted only to the superstition of such people who have been 
made to believe, by the weeping and smiling images, and by 
the rolling of their eyes, and by the shaking of their heads 
and bodies, &c. that they are a kind of animated things. But 
to let this pass; what though M.- de Meaux attributes no 
other virtues to images, but that of exciting remembrance ? 
What though he takes a very commendable care in his diocese, 
to make the people stop there ? Does he not know by expe¬ 
rience ; do not all wise men know it, and many honest men in 
the communion of that Church confess it, that in those images 
which the people are taught to present themselves before, with 
all the ceremonies of respect and veneration; there is another 
fatal virtue, and that is to excite devotion towards themselves, 
even to the demanding of favours from them, and putting 
trust in them? Is it not as notorious, that the wretched 
people are guilty of worshipping the images of the saints, no 
otherwise than they do the saints -themselves, as that they 
worship the saints no otherwise than they worship God him¬ 
self ; as Ludov. Vivesf complained. If it be said that these 
abuses may be provided against, and images may be still 
honoured (for honour is the word, though religious worship is 
the thing), I would know why men should make provisions in 
this case, as if they were wiser than God; who, to prevent 
these mischiefs, has forbidden image-worship altogether. If 
there were any such advantages to be made of it, in com¬ 
parison to which the danger of it were nothing at all, how 
comes it to be so severely prohibited ? But when we consider, 
for whose sake chiefly they pretend the profitableness of 
image worship, we see how true it is, that the wisdom of man 
is but foolishness, when it would mend the provisions of God. 
For images are by all means to be retained aud honoured, 
because they are the books and remembrancers of the common 
people, and helps to their piety and devotions; who therefore 

* P. 10. [Ibid.] 

t Cora, in Civit. Dei, lib. 8. c. 27. [p. 266. Basil. 1522.] 
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cannot be without them: but M. de Meaux* knows that these 
are most apt to be led into the worst superstitions by images, 
and that it is one of the hardest things in the world to pre¬ 
vent it. 

M. de Meaux tells us, “ their intention is not so much to 
honour the image as the Apostle or martyr.” He will say 
too, that it is the intention of the Church, that none of the 
people should intend more .than this comes to. But let him 
tell me how or where the Church has expressed herself, with 
the least degree of that zeal, which the redressing of such 
horrible abuses in this matter, as are every where known, does 
still require. The superstition of the vulgar, in their com¬ 
munion, is notorious ; and, which is still worse, the doctrines 
leading to the most superstitious opinions and practices in this 
kind, were and are notorious: for instance, that the same 
worship is due to the image, which is due to the prototype: 
and are not fhese things uncensurcd by the Church of Rome 
to this day ? If indeed we could once see that Church bestir 
herself against the gross excess of image-worship, as she does 
against those that do not worship images at all, we might allow 
something to this exposition of their intentions. But as far 
as we can see, they that worship the very images themselves, 
and put confidence in them, go for very good Catholics; while 
we that dare not worship them at all, because God has for¬ 
bidden it, are for our forbearance used as they use heretics. 

But setting all this aside, what signifies the intention of the 
Church, if it ran through all the members of it, against an 
express prohibition in the Scriptures ? It is not lawful to do 
that with a distinction, which is forbidden without a distinc¬ 
tion. God hath said, “ Thou shalt not bow down to images, 
nor worship them.” If indeed he had elsewhere made an 
exception to this rule, it had been lawful for us to have made 
use of his permission, it had been necessary for us to have 
observed his command in the excepted case. But where God 
hath not excepted or distinguished, we ought not to do so; 
unless we will open a door to evacuate all Divine laws what¬ 
soever, by arbitrary distinctions and reservations. 

In short, that worship which they pretend to give to the 
saints by their images, has these two terrible prejudices 
against it. 


* Trid. Seas. 25. De Iuvoc. S. [Labbe, Concil. vol, 14. p. 895. Lut. 
Par. 1672.] 
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1. That the honour which they give to the saints by their 
images, supposing none of it to be lost by the way, is not to 
be given to the saints themselves; as we have shewn already. 

2. That the worship of images, let it be explicated with all 
the fineness and arts of disguise they are masters of, is, after 
all, to be utterly excluded out of religion. This being a wor¬ 
ship which God will by no means endure should be given to 
himself, having universally prohibited it: “ Thou shalt not 
make to thyself any graven image, nor the likeness of any 
thing that is,” &c. Which is, to my understanding, as plain 
a prohibition of all image-worship whatsoever, as these words 
would have been an injunction of it, viz. “ Thou shalt make to 
thyself such or such images and pictures, and shalt bow down 
before them, and worship them,” if this had been said instead 
of the contrary. Now indeed if this had been said, it had 
been extremely necessary to distinguish between relative 
worship and absolute worship, between worship terminated 
upon the image, and intended to the person represented by 
the image; between taking it for a God or a saint, and taking 
it only for some representation of the one or the other. But 
as in that case such distinctions had been very necessary ; so 
as the case stands, they are vain and impertinent. For if 
image-worship had been commanded or permitted, still we had 
been to worship images, but as images: but it being forbidden, 
we are not to worship them at all. I say, if it had been 
allowed, we must indeed have worshipped them with a distinc¬ 
tion, but as it is forbidden we must not worship them, though 
with a distinction; because it is forbidden without any distinc¬ 
tion, and as universally as words can express anything. 

M. de Meaux says, that “ after the same manner we ought 
to understand the honour which they pay to relics, after the 
example of the Primitive Church.” The example of the Pri¬ 
mitive Church shall be considered in its place. In the mean 
time, if the worship of images, and the worship of relics, 
are to stand or fall together, we have already seen what will 
become of this, having shewn how unsuccessfully they plead 
for the other. But if M. de Meaux pleads for the practice of 
the people, or even the doctrine of his Church in this point, 
he must pardon us, if we do not think fit to take general 
apologies, for a reasonable inducement to do those things 
which he was not willing to name in particular. “We may 
say in general,” says M. de Meaux, “ that if Protestants 
would but consider, how the affection which we bear to any 
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one propagates itself, without being divided, to his children, to 
his friends; and after that, by several degrees to the represen¬ 
tation of him, to any remains of him, and to anything which 
renews in us his remembrance. If they did but conceive, that 
honour has the like progression, seeing honour is nothing else 
but love mixed with respect and fear : in fine, if they would but 
consider, that all the exterior worship of the Catholic Church 
has its source in God himself, and returns back again to him: 
they would never believe that this worship, which he himself 
alone animates, could excite his jealousy.” M. de Meaux con¬ 
sidered very well, that it was much better to put us off with 
this general account, than to mention the particulars he goes 
about to justify. It seems, the worship of relics is intended 
for the honour of the martyrs ; and the worship of martyrs 
for the honour of God. But what kind of superstition might 
not be defended by such apologies as these 1 If men’s blood, 
bones, teeth, hairs, coats, girdles, shoes, and such like little 
things, may be incensed; if they may be exposed with a Venite 
ad adorandum , to receive the prostrations of the people, in the 
presence of Christ himself, whom they suppose to be bodily 
present upon the altar :* if they may be sought imto for “ great 
graces,” and “for miraculous cures:” if they may be carried 
about to preserve a man from fire, from storms, from pestilence, 
from the danger of battle, and from ghostly as well as bodily 
enemies: if all this, I say, be but the effect of “a progres¬ 
sion of honour,” and may be brought off with a protestation, 
that the worship “ is animated by God alone,” and is per¬ 
formed for his sake. 

Monsieur de Meaux says, that if God, as jealous as he is 
of the love of men, does not look upon us as dividing ourselves 
between him and his creatures, when we love our neighbour 
for the love of him; the same God, though jealous of the 
honour which his faithful pay him, cannot look upon them as 
dividing that worship, which is due to him alone, when out of 
respect to him, they honour those whom he hath honoured.” 
But as there may be an inordinate love of our neighbour, whom 
yet God hath commanded us to love ; so there may be an in¬ 
ordinate honour given by us, even to those whom God hath 
honoured: and if we go beyond the bounds that God hath set 
us, in loving the one, and honouring the other; if we love our 
neighbour, as we should love God only; if we honour the 

* Catech. R. de Cultu Sanct. [p. 356. Mechlin. 1831.] • 
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martyrs and saints, as God only ought to be honoured; it 
will, I presume, be no sufficient excuse to say, that it was 
done out of " respect to God.” The thing which M. de 
Meaux should have spoken to, but has not, is this, that the 
honour they pay to relics is no part of that worship which is 
due to none but God. Without this, it is in vain to flourish 
out a general notion which no man denies, viz. that we may 
so love the faithful, and honour the martyrs, and the very 
relics of martyrs, as not to divide between them and God, 
the love and worship which is due to him alone. The truth 
is, M. de Meaux had a very hard jtask in the “ Exposition” 
of the veneration which they give to relics : for whereas he 
had some colour to insist upon the moderation of his Church, 
in^he business of images, since the Council of Trent declares, 
that there is no virtue in them, for which they ought to be 
reverenced, or trusted in; yet he wanted such a declaration as 
this, as to the business of relics, and could not say, that 
either the Council or the Catechism declares against believing 
“ any virtue in relicssince notwithstanding the caution 
they have used in the manner of expression, both the one and 
the other teach the contrary. So that the superstition of 
relics in the Roman Church is greater than that of images. 
And therefore M. de Meaux had nothing to do, but to set off 
the whole matter by general apologies, because it would not 
bear a defence of the particulars. But of this I shall say no 
more, because the exposition he makes of their doctrine and 
practice, as to this matter, is very like to that which he 
makes of the general difference between that worship which 
they give to God alone, and that which they give to the 
blessed Virgin and the saints. Which is the next thing I am 
to consider. 

§. 5. They teach, that “the adoration which is due to God 
alone, consists principally in believing he is the Creator and 
Lord of all things; and in adhering to him with all the powers 
of our soul, by faith, hope, and charity, as to him alone, who 
can render us happy, by the communication of an infinite 
good, which is himself.* This interior adoration has its exte¬ 
rior marks; of which the principal is sacrifice, which cannot 
be offered to any but to God; because a sacrifice is established 
to make a public acknowledgment, and a solemn protestation 


* Exp. [ut supra.] p. 4. 
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of God’s sovereignty, and our absolute dependence.” Thus 
the worship they give to God only is described. Concerning 
the worship they give to the blessed Virgin and the saints, 
thus M. de Meaux speaks: “ The Church teaches us, that all 
religious worship ought to terminate in God, as its necessary 
end ; and that if the honour which she renders to the blessed 
Virgin and to the saints, may in some sense be called religious, 
it is for its necessary relation to God.”* 

We shall now be better able to examine the difference, which 
he puts in general between the “ adoration which is due to 
God alone,” and that honour which they “ render to the 
blessed Virgin and the saints,” because we have seen in great 
part, “ in what this honour consists.” 

What M. de Meaux has said concerning the inward adora¬ 
tion of God, is exceedingly well said. But if we go on, and 
take altogether, we cannot but discern that this great man had 
laboured his thoughts into such words, as should provide, with 
great appearance of piety, for the honour of God, that we 
might not be offended; while yet he was to save some of it 
for “ the blessed Virgin and the saints,” that he might not 
seem to desert the cause of his Church. 

For whereas he distinguislieth between the inward and out¬ 
ward worship, which is due to God only, he avoids that dis¬ 
tinction in speaking of the honour which they render to the 
blessed Virgin and the saints; for it had been a dangerous way 
of exposing the doctrine of the pretended Catholics, to tell us 
what inward or mental worship is to be given them. 

Whereas the title of the section is,f that “ religious worship 
is terminated in God alonewhen he was to speak of the 
honour they render to the blessed Virgin and to the saints, he 
qualifies it with this supposition, <f if it may in some sense be 
called religious.” Now to say, “ if it be religious ” nay, “ if 
it be called religious,” and that but in “ some sense” too, are 
very new and surprising ways of expression ; and would make 
one suspect that all of them are not fully satisfied in giving a 
worship to the blessed Virgin and to the saints; which, with¬ 
out all question, is, and therefore ought to be called, religious 
worship ; as those that have gone before them in this cause, 
have without scruple called it. 

He gives this reason why sacrifice is to be offered to God 
only; “ because a sacrifice is established to make a public ac- 


* Exp. p. 5. [Ibid. p. 4.] 
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knowledgment, and a solemn profession of God’s sovereignty, 
and our absolute dependence.” But when he should give a 
proportionable reason why his Church renders to the blessed 
Virgin and to the saints, the honour of praying to them; 
which is one instance he presently names, he slips it over and 
pretends no more, than that “ all religious worship ought to 
terminate in God, as its necessary end; and if it may be called 
religious, it is because of its necessary relation to him.” Now 
he should have said, prayer is established to make a public 
acknowledgment and solemn protestation, as well of the power 
and excellency of the blessed Virgin and the saints, as of the 
perfection of God. But though the nature of his discourse 
required some such reason, yet the nature of his design would 
not bear it, which was to remove the “ frightful ideas” of his 
religion, which we have entertained, and to represent it in 
a more agreeable and pleasing form, than we have yet known 
it by. * 

Other observations of this kind might begpiade, to make it 
probable, that it cost even M. de Meaux some little trouble to 
contrive his discourse into this plausible appearance, and to 
shew that it is no easy matter, at the same time, to make a 
Bmooth representation of their religion, and not to change it. 
But I shall now offer my reasons, to. shew tjie unsetisfactoriness 
of his Exposition in this cause, as he hath formed it. 

1. Setting aside their profession of “ one God,” which is 
supposed in the question concerning his particular worship: I 
find no outward mark of the adoration that is due to God 
only mentioned, but that of “ sacrifice,” which indeed M. de 
Meaux says, is the <f principal.” But in a point of this con¬ 
sequence, I wish he had been pleased to name the rest. But I 
think I may appeal to the sincerity of M..de Meaux, whether 
by sacrifice he means anything more than the “ sacrifice of the 
massin which they pretend to offer up Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, his natural body, soul, and divinity, as a propi¬ 
tiation for the quick and the dead: for my part, I cannot find, 
but they give all other outward marks of adoration to the 
blessed Virgin, but this; so that the worship given to God, 
and that to her, are distinguished I fear but by one mark. 
And what a rare account is this of God’s incommunicable 
worship, if that mark too should prove to be one of their own 
inventions; if such a sacrifice as that was not appointed by 
God; if indeed it be repugnant to the plain authority of the 
Scripture; as the Exposition of our doctrine hath irrefragably 
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shewn, in a very little compass ! This is my first exception, 
that all the outward marks of religious worship, which God 
hath established, they make common to God and the saints; 
and that which they give to God only, they have made 
themselves. 

2. Even this very sacrifice of the mass is offered up by 
them in honour of the blessed Virgin and the saints: for thus 
the oblation runs in their Missals; “ Accept, O Holy Trinity, 
this oblation which we offer unto thee, in honour of the most 
glorious Virgin, the mother of God,” &c. Now surely they 
would not offer God himself in sacrifice to a creature. But it 
comes something near it, to offer up such a sacrifice in honour 
of a creature. For while this is done, how can it be said, that 
sacrifice is reserved to be a protestation of that honour which 
is ** due to God only.” * * 

3. They ‘ burn incense” to the blessed Virgin and the 
saints; which being done as a religious rite in their honour, 
will hardly avo^being a sacrifice. For though this rite of 
burning inccnsMas no part of the religion that Jesus or his 
Apostles taught, nor used at all in the ancient Church: yet it 
should seem to be no less a sacrifice now, than it was among 
the Jews, or than it would have been if it had been transferred 
from the Synagogue into the Church. I suppose, if the 
Church of Rome had thought fit to introduce the oblations of 
beasts and birds into her religious worship, she could not deny 
but such oblations had been property sacrifices, and were to be 
made to God only: and that though it were Judaism to offer 
them at all, it were yet idolatry to offer them to any but to 
God. But what should make any such difference between 
“ slaying of victims,” and “ burning of incense that the 
former should belong to God only, and not the latter, I cannot 
comprehend: for the “ altar of incense was most holy unto 
the Lord;” it was^>verlaid with gold, which the altar of “burnt- 
offerings” was not; and it was more holy than the altar of 
burnt-offerings, as standing in the more holy place; and “ none 
but the seed of Aaron was to come near to offer incense before 
the Lord.” No wonder therefore that Hezekiah brake in pieces 
the “ brazen serpent,” when they burnt incense to it; for 
this was no less than offering sacrifice to it. To conclude, the 
idolatry which the heathens sought to bring the Christians 
to, was no other than to take a little in their hands, and to 
throw it into the fire of their altars. But yet they bum 
incense to the images and relics of the blessed Virgin and 

VOL. VII. l 
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the saints: and then how can they pretend to sacrifice to God 
only ? But, 

4. Setting all this aside, let us consider that they grant 
sacrifice is to he offered to God only, because it is established 
to make a public acknowledgment, and a solemn protestation 
of God’s sovereignty, and of our absolute dependence. Now 
if this be true, then whatsoever is established for the same 
purpose, is holy to the Lord also. And therefore religious 
invocation, by prayers, for good things, by confessions of sin, 
by vows of repentance and duty, and by thanksgivings for 
benefits received, is to be offered to. God only. For in truth, 
these are acknowledgments and protestations of God’s sove¬ 
reignty, and of our absolute dependence. Nay, in truth, they 
are more noble and excellent sacrifices, than those victims, and 
other more sensible oblations, which God required imdcr the 
law, or before it, and which he does not require now. But 
that which I lay the greatest stress upon, is this, that those 
material sacrifices were so many rites and (Kknonies of invo¬ 
cation, diversified according to the several emis of invocation, 
either for confessing of sin, or obtaining a benefit, or returning 
praises for benefits received. Hence it is, that prayer and 
sacrifice are put one for the other in the holy Scriptures, as 
when it is said, “ The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina¬ 
tion to the Lord, but the prayer of the upright is his delight 
by which words it is plain, that the sacrifice of the wicked is 
his prayer, and the prayer of the upright is his sacrifice. Now 
prayer and sacrifice, strictly so called, were both acts of 
worship; but prayer more excellent than sacrifice, because 
sacrifice was the rite of prayer, and a rite which God required 
no longer, than till that most precious sacrifice of the Son of 
God was offered for us; the merit of which alone it is, that 
made the prayers of good men in all ages acceptable to God. 

And by the way, it would be considered J>y the gentlemen 
of the Church of Rome, that when those imperfect sacrifices, 
which prefigured the oblation of Jesus Christ once for all, 
were offered under the law, the prayers of God’s people were 
then made only to God. And therefore now, that the prayers 
of the Church are sanctified by the accomplishment of the 
sacrifice of the Son of God, to offer any of them to a creature, 
is rather a greater dishonour to God, than it would have been 
before. For if the Patriarchs and the Jews were to pray to 
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him only, to whom alone they offered sacrifice, *. e. to God; 
much more shall the sacrifice of the Son of God, which hath 
been actually offered for us, infer our obligation to make all 
our prayers and religious invocations to God only, to whom 
we have access by the merit of that sacrifice. 

• But this I insist upon, that if we compare the legal sacri¬ 
fices with the prayers of God’s people under the law; these 
were no less protestations of God’s sovereignty, and man’s 
absolute dependence, than those were ; and that the house of 
God was no less denominated by a service peculiar to him, in 
being called an house of prayer, than if it had been called an 
house of sacrifice, as it was an house of sacrifice too. A 
house of sacrifice to the Jews, and a house of prayer to all 
nations. * • 

Now, if these more spiritual and reasonable sacrifices of a 
penitent and broken heart, a believing and humble heart, a 
devout and tha^rful heart offered in religious invocation, are 
such acknowle^Hents as M. de Meaux speaks of; then are they 
not to be offered to the blessed Virgin, and the saints, but 
to God only. And what now is it that M. de Meaux means 
by terminating the honour they render to the blessed Virgin 
upon God ? Is it this, that the honour done to her, by invo- 
cating her with prayers, hymns, confessions of sin, vows, and 
devoting themselves to her service, is all intended by the 
Church for the honour of God ? I would then know why any 
sacrifice may not also be offered directly to the Virgin, the 
Church intending that the honour of it should terminate upon 
God, and believing that he has all the honour of it at last. 
No, say they, sacrifice is established to make a public 
acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty. But then I add, that 
religious invocation is established to make such an acknow¬ 
ledgment too. So that if terminating religious worship upon 
God, will warrant giving it to the blessed Virgin and the 
saints, their Church may give to them that worship of the 
more sensible sacrifices, which yet they pretend to deny. And 
if no worship is to be given to the saints, which is established 
to make a solemn acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty and 
our dependence, they must deny to the blessed Virgin, and to 
the saints, that more spiritual worship of prayers, hymns, and 
vows, which they give. Nor will they ever oe able to avoid 
these difficulties, but by coming out of the clouds, and con¬ 
fessing, according to the plainness and the simplicity of the 
Scriptures, that all religious worship is due to God, and to 

l 2 
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him only, inasmuch as religious worship is established to mala* 
an acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty and our absolute 
dependence: and public acts of religious worship, to make 
public and solemn acknowledgments thereof. 

§. C. Thus I have considered the defence that 
Mcaux has made of the worship of the blessed Virgin, and the 
saints, as it is practised in the Church of liome ; and 1 promise 
myself, that whoever shall seriously consider what has be en 
said, will not be encouraged, by the exposition of this practice, 
to yenture upon it. I know that many of the Roman Church 
fortify themselves against all our arguments upon these points, 
by this persuasion: that so long as they do not make gods of 
the saints, but believe and profess that there is but one God, 
infinite in all perfections; all the honours they give to the 
blessed Virgin and the saints are to be interpreted by this 
protestation : that they have no other God b^Ltlie Creator of 
the world; nor Lord, hut the Saviour of ^Hikind. But if 
they, iu this manner, assure themselves, and mnild encourage 
others, I beseech them to consider, and would to God they 
would all consider but this one thing : that if the sin of idola¬ 
try could not take place, where there is such a profession, and 
such a faith iu one God (though I more than fear the con¬ 
trary); yet the saint-worship of the Roman Church docs 
approach so very near it, and is so very like it, that even this 
(if no more were to be said) should be a sufficient reason to 
deter us from it. A woman that is faithful to her husband 
will not only forbear doing the utmost injury to him, by giving 
his bed to another; hut she will avoid all those familiarities 
and caresses with any other man, which arc scandalous, which 
lead to the least treachery, and which would provoke her 
husband’s jealousy. NoW||jrod has described his people’s 
relation to him, by the relation of a wife to he* husband; not 
only in the Old Testament, but in the New ; from whence it is 
that the worship of other gods is called fornication, whoredom, 
and adultery. Thus God charged the Jews for* inflaming 
themselves with idols, under every green tree, and setting up 
their beds upon every lofty and high mountain, and enlarging 
their beds, because they had many idols. Thus it was said of 
Israel, that she had,f “ through the lightness of her whore¬ 
doms, defiled the land, and committed adultery with stocks and 


* 


Isa. Ivii. 5, 7. 


f Jerem. iii. 6, 9* 
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stones.” This is the language of the whole 16th chapter of 
Ezekiel; where God threatened to judge the Jews as women 
that break wedlock are judged, and would give them their 
reward in fury. 

Now supposing that there were no other idolatry in the 
nature of the thing; no other spiritual whoredom and fornica¬ 
tion, but worshipping that for God which is not God; and 
that if we do but make this difference between the worship 
that we give to God, and that which we give to his courtiers 
and favourites; that still we acknowledge them to be creatures, 
and not gods; servants, and not lords; and so do not give 
them that last and distinguishing honour, which to give, 
would, by the confession of all, be spiritual adultery in the 
highest degree : supposing this, 1 say ; yet let us in the name 
of God consider, that to give religious worship to creatures, as 
well as to God; to fall down to images, as well as to God ; and 
to give almost quite throughout the same outward expressions 
of honour, of of love, of religious expectation and depen¬ 
dence to the Pressed Virgin, and to saints and angels,'which 
we give to God ; if it be not downright whoredom,* is yet a 
whorish behaviour, and more than sufficient to provoke the 
Lord to jealousy. I cannot but speak in the language of the 
Scripture, upon an argument that the Scriptures so largely 
treat of in this language. 

It is worthy of much observation, that God gives this very 
reason why he prohibited the worshipping of images : “ For I 
the Lord thy God, am a jealous God.” And that we might 
not think it a light matter to provoke his jealousy, he adds, 
“ and I visit the sins of the fathers upon the children, to the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me.” I know 
who they are, that would fain believe the worship of no other 
images, but those of the gods of the Gentiles, to be forbidden 
in the secoucL commandment. But I must needs say, upon 
this occasion,* hat if that had been the only design of that 
commandment, it is very strange that God should note the 
worshipping of the heathen gods with no other penalty, than 
that which his jealousy would inflict: for to have any other 
gods besides him, is without all question, spiritual whoredom; 
and had been threatened with divorce, if the prohibition of so 
great a crime had needed the sanction of any express threaten¬ 
ing. But when he threatens the worship of images with the 
effects of his jealousy; it seems plain, that he means such 
image-worship as is consistent with acknowledging him to be 
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our only God. And yet this is the least of all those reasons, 
by which it appears to me, that he forbids, ia this command¬ 
ment, the worship of all images whatsoever. 1 deny not 
therefore but a man may kneel, may kiss, may incense, may 
prostrate himself, and pray before an image; and all this 
while ascribe no divinity to it, nor take it to be his god. So 
likewise he may pray, and make vows, and offer thanks and 
praises to the saints, and to the blessed Virgin, and not take 
them neither for his gods. But because God is the peerless 
majesty of heaven and earth, he will be served with a peerless 
worship; he will therefore have no such things as these done 
in religion, nor creatures to have respect shewn them, that 
looks so like to the worship which he requires himself. Why 
do 1 say, so like? That which they give to the blessed 
Virgin, and to the saints, is almost the very same. But if we 
do such things as these, it will not serve our turn to plead, 
that we still keep the inward adoration of spirit and truth 
entirely for him, though we thus honour hiajcreatures with 
religious rites and services, any more than itwould excuse a 
woman that had given all the favours and liberty to another 
man, that could provoke her husband’s jealousy, to bay 
(though she could say it with truth) that she remembered all 
the while who was her husband; and whatever liberties besides 
she used, that she had still kept his bed undefiled. 

This consideration I could not forbear to use; and that in 
compassion to those whose prejudices will not let them feel the 
sense of those reasonings, by which we prove the Homan 
Church to be guilty of downright idolatry. For if the fear of 
God’s jealousy would keep them from giving those honours to 
the saints, which look so like divine honours, if they are not 
so, we should gain our end upon them, though not by the force 
of the best arguing the case will bear : and this is our end, 
that God may not l»e any more dishonoured, and their salva¬ 
tion hindered, by the unchristian doctrines and ^actices of this 
sort. I have therefore now proceeded upon this supposition, 
that they are not guilty of perfect idolatry in those things 
which we complain of, and yet shewn what urgent cause there 
is upon another account for a reformation of them. But I 
conclude this, with professing, that I have supposed them not 
guilty of that fearful crime, only to make way for another 
argument, since all arguments are to be used in so important a 
matter, that have a foundation of truth; but not in distrust of 
those arguments which prove them guilty of it. 
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§. 7, The second thing I propounded was, to shew the begin¬ 
nings of this strange worship amongst Christians, which they 
offer in the Church of Rome to the blessed Virgin, and to the 
saints. For I must not forget, that M. de Meaux pretends, 
that his Church in these things teaches “ as the Primitive 
Church” taught, and that she does what she teaches with all 
antiquity. 

But what if nothing of all this was either taught or done in 
the Church for 360 years after Christ ? M. de Meaux says, 
that “ those of the pretended Reformation (obliged by the 
strength of truth) begin to acknowledge, that the custom of 
praying to saints, and honouring their relics, was established 
even in the fourth age of the Church.” This he takes all 
occasions to insinuate, and with these colours he serves himself 
to represent the Reformation as odiously as he can devise. 
Thus he tells us in his Pastoral Letter : “ But above all, what 
horror are they worthy of, who cast the accusation (of idolatry) 
upon the whole Church, and also on the Church of the first 
ages ?”* Where he takes it for granted, that the honour and 
innocence of the first ages must stand or fall with the cause of 
the Roman Church, and so takes occasion to accuse us of a 
great and fearful crimes, viz. that “we cast the accusation 
of idolatry upon the whole Church, even the Church of the 
first ageshe had observed but just before, that “ those who 
bear false and scandalous witness against an innocent person, 
are condemned to the some punishment, which the crime of 
which they bear witness did deserve, had it been found true.” 
And therefore, “ we deserve before men, the horror which is 
due to idolatry, and shall receive the just punishment thereof 
in the sight of God.” If this rule be true, and we must 
incur the penalties of idolatry, if we falsely accuse others of it, 
M. de Meaux ought to reflect upon himself, who having accused 
us of “falsely accusing the first ages” in this matter, supports 
his accusation ny taking these two things for granted: first, 
that we acknowledge “ the illustrious fourth age to have re¬ 
quested the prayers of martyrs, and honoured relics,”f as the 
pretended Catholics have done since. Secondly, that the 
fourth age being granted them, the first three must be theirs 
in course. If M. de Meaux be safe upon these grounds, we 
have no great cause to apprehend the horrors and punishments 
of false accusation: and if this be all he hath to say, it is but 


* Past. L. [ut supra] p. 29. 


f Ibid. 
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a very slender ground for an appeal to the Primitive Church, 
and to all antiquity. For neither have the Reformed 
acknowledged heretofore, nor do they now “ begin to acknow¬ 
ledge,”* that the customs of the Roman Church, in these points, 
were established in the fourth age of the Church. Nor if they 
did acknowledge it, would this acknowledgment give away 
the Primitive Church, and all antiquity, in favour of praying 
to saints, and worshipping of saints and relics, unless the first 
three ages were less ancient and primitive than those that 
followed. 

That which we acknowledge, is not that saint-worship was 
“established in the fourth age;” but this, that towards the 
latter end of the fourth age, some unhappy occasions were given 
for the establishing of that worship in after ages, which we 
could wish had never been given, and which the great men of 
those days (we have reason to believe) would have prevented, 
if they had been prophets, as well as holy men, and foreseen 
the mischiefs into which they were ripened by the supersti¬ 
tions of after-times* 

I shall therefore demonstrate, that it is a vain thing for the 
pretended Catholics to presume, that they have the authority 
of the three first ages, for the worship of saints, images, and 
relics, upon supposition that the doctors, towards the close of 
the fourth age, were theirs in these points. And then I shall 
not fear to give the truest account I can of those practices at 
that time, which grew afterwards into the superstitions we now 
complain of. 

Monsieur de Meaux. says, “ It will not appear very likely that 
M. Daille should understand the sentiments of the Fathers of 
the three first ages, better than those who gathered, as I may 
say, the succession of their doctrine after their deaths.” These 
gentlemen, I perceive, will content themselves with any pre¬ 
tence, to shift off the trial of their doctrines apd practices by 
the authority of the three first ages. For whether that lie 
likely or not, which M. de Meaux here puts, yet I hope we 
may look into the writing# of the most primitive Fathers, to 
see how things went in their times. And it is very likely that 
M. Daille might understand the sentiments of the Fathers of 
the three first ages, as well as he understood the sentiments of 
those of the fourth. And so long as we can have recourse to 
the undoubted writings of the three first ages, we may get the 

* Id. p. 8. [Exp. ut supra, p. 4.] 
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doctrine of those Fathers this way, with a little more assur¬ 
ance, than by guessing what their sentiments were by the 
books of their successors; which every reasonable man must 
acknowledge, unless it be reasonable to suppose, that the Fathers 
of the three first ages did not understand their own sentiments 
so well as the Fathers of the fourth understood them. 

Now, in the first place, the profound silence of the three first 
ages, and the better half of the fourth, as to the worship of 
the blessed Virgin and the saints, and their images and relics, 
should be enough to determine the first point in question. 
And this silence is not only directly confessed by some of our 
adversaries, but as effectually confessed by the rest, that labour 
to find some hints of these practices in these primitive Fathers; 
but by such interpretations and consequences, that it is almost 
as great a shame to confute as to make them. Now the 
silence of these Fathers ought not to be rejected as an incompe¬ 
tent proof, because it is but a negative. For since we pretend 
that these practices are innovations, and were never heard of 
in the ancient Church, it is not reasonable to demand a better 
proof of it, than that in their books, some of which give large 
and particular accounts of their worship, and of their doctrines 
concerning worship, we can no where meet with the least inti¬ 
mation or footstep of them. Would our adversaries have us 
bring express testimonies out of the Fathers against these 
things, as if they wrote and disputed by the spirit of prophecy, 
against those corruptions that should arise several ages after 
they were dead ? We have, as I shall^hew, other ways of dis¬ 
covering their sentiments, besides this, that they make not the 
least mention of these services. But to demand more than 
their perpetual silence in these cases, is unreasonable ; because 
no satisfactory account can be given of *it but this, that the 
worship we speak of was indeed no part of their religion. 
Had been some indifferent rite or ceremony that we contend 
abou^this argument, from the silence of the Fathers, against 
its a/t Equity, might with some colour be rejected; because it 
werG unreasonable to expect, that they should take notice in 
th'J writings of every custom, of how little moment soever. 
J'jtJi yet we find, that in matters even of this slight nature in 
^/mparison, they have not been wanting to give us very much in¬ 
formation. But it is altogether incredible, that so notable and 
, famous a part of the worship of Christians, as that which is 
now given to the blessed Virgin, and to the saints, should not 
be mentioned by any one of them, if it had been the custom of 
those times. Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, Tertullian, Minu- 
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tius [Felix, all the Apologists, or at least one of them, would 
have taken some notice of it; especially since this part of their 
religion would have needed exposition and defence, more than 
all the rest; for it would have made them obnoxious to the 
recriminations of the heathens, and brought all their own argu¬ 
ments upon themselves, which they had used against the 
heathens, in defence of their own worshipping the one Qod, 
and him only. 

But perhaps they all agreed to conceal this saint-worship 
from the heathens, for the same reason why Salmeron thinks 
the Apostles and Evangelists concealed it at first from both 
Jews and Gentiles, “because,” forsooth, “it had been hard to 
require it of the Jews* (who had been taught to pray to God 
only, and to worship none but him), and, by publishing it, 
“occasion had been given to the Gentiles to think, that many gods 
were now offered them, instead of that multitude of gods which 
they had forsaken.” A very likely reason thus far: that if this 
had been the doctrine of the Church, it was highly necessary 
to keep it secret, till heathen idolatry were extinguished, and 
none should be left to upbraid the Christians with removing 
the <dd gods of the heathens, to make way for new ones of their 
own. And without all doubt, those that were prevailed 
upon in every persecution, by force and flattery, to revolt 
from Christianity, though they had 'been false to the rest of 
their religion, yet were true to this secret of it; and never 
discovered to the heathens, that (whatever the Church pre¬ 
tended) they had been tailght to say Ave Maries to the blessed 
Virgin, and to worship her and the dead saints and martyrs 
with prayers and hymns, &c. I thank this Jesuit, however, 
for confessing so manifest a truth, that this adoration of saints 
was not fit to be exposed to the Gentiles. But if matters were 
carried thus, I think they were not carried with great sincerity. 
This might be like the policy of Jesuits; but it did not by 
any means become the simplicity of Christians! and yet I 
think, a Jesuit would hardly nave carried a secret in his sleeve, 
so dangerous to be discovered, and so impossible to be concealed. 
For that the Church should have the good fortune to conceal 
it for above 300 years, from the idolatrous philosophers and 
priests of the Gentiles, was, of all other things that passed in 
that long time, the most miraculous; and requires such a 
faith to believe it, as believes a thing the more, the more in¬ 
credible it is. But though this, in the opinion of all indifferent 

* Salmar. in 1 Tim. 2. Disp. 8.[vol. 15. p. 473. col. 1. Colon. Agr. 1604.] 
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persons, will be a sufficient prejudice against supposing that 
the Church kept her doctrine and practice from the knowledge 
of her enemies; yet I believe it will be a stronger prejudice 
against it, amongst those (of which number 1 profess myself 
to be one) that honour the memories of the ancient martyrs, 
and love them for their constancy to the death, in adhering to 
our dear Lord and Master Jesus; that this crafty design is no 
way reconcileable to that spirit of integrity which the Gospel 
frames us to, if we are true Christians; amfcof which they, if 
any, were undeniable examples. One would think, therefore, 
that if the heathens knew no such doctrines and practices 
amongst the Christians, that the Christians had none such to 
be known. And in the opinion of Salmeron himself, had those 
known any such thing, these had not failed to have heard of it. 
Why then did they' not charge the Christians with worship¬ 
ping the blessed Virgin, when nothing would have been more 
pertinent and apposite? 1 will give one instance of this 
question, so dear and full, that it shall render all others need¬ 
less. There was nothing that Celsus insisted upon, against 
the Christians worshipping Jesus Christ, with more spite and 
triumph, than that Jesus was, as he called him, “ a most vile 
person, taken, beaten, and crucified.” It was for this he 
scorned the Christians, that they should count him the Son 
of God;* and worship him now dead, who lived and died 
ignominiously. It must be uneasy for a Christian to write or 
read his blasphemies upon this occasion.f But there is one 
place that I must not forbear ; and that is, where the foresaid 
wretch brings in a Jew, and with the Jew, does himself 
upbraid Jesus,£ that he was " bom in a little town of Judaea, 
and that of a wandering woman, miserably poor, that spun for 
her living; who was also for adultery thrown out of doors by 
the carpenter her husband; and being thus driven away by 
him, and wandering up and down in a base fashion, brought 
forth Jesus in a comer.” Thus did that accursed villain 
blaspheme the blessed Virgin, in despite to Jesus her most 
holy Son; I say, in despite to him, because he was worshipped 
by the Christians. By bringing forth the execrable stories of 
the Jews concerning tne mother, the impious infidel designed 
to make the Church of God ashamed of worshipping her Son; 
whom he sought to disparage this way, as well as by objecting 

* Orig. contra Cels. lib. 2, 3. + Ibid. lib. 7 , 8. 

t Orig. lib. 1. cont. Cel. [Ibid. vol. 1, p. 346.] 
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the poverty of his life, and the ignominy of his death. But 
suppose, I beseech you, that the Church in those days had 
honoured the mother of Jesus, little less than Jesus himself; 
that she had been called the Queen of Heaven: that the story 
of her assumption had been then invented: that she had been 
worshipped as the Lady of the World, and served with prayers, 
and vows, and incense, and with all, or with any of those 
religious rites, that she is now served with ? Would that 
spiteful wretch halffe failed to reproach the enemies of his gods 
with so plain a matter of reproach ? Did he think they had 
reason to be ashamed of making so helpless and so unfortunate 
a man, as the Pagans took Jesus to be, the object of a most 
excellent worship ;* and would he not have thought it a 
greater shame, if they had given a supcrexcellent worship to 
so helpless and so scandalous a woman, as the false miscreant 
reckoned the mother to be ? Did they insult over the Chris¬ 
tians for making a God of the Son of such a mother ? What 
would they have said, if the Church had given them the least 
occasion to suspect, that it had made a goddess of the mother 
herself? But of this not one word is to be met with, in all 
the reproaches of the infidel; no, nor of Trypho or Caeoilius, 
or any the most bitter enemies of the Christian name, for the 
three first ages; where it. lay as fair to be taken up, as argu¬ 
ment and occasion could make it. What account then is to 
be given of this omission ? It was no omission of theirs at 
all; the Church had not yet given them this handle against 
itself: no such things as these were known amongst Christians, 
and therefore their enemies did not lay them to their charge : 
their enemies, I say, who falsely accused them, as to other 
matters, upon the most slight and frivolous occasions. They 
accused them of worshipping an ass’s head; of killing a child 
at their solemn assemblies; and of adultery and incest, as 
you may see in Minutius Felix, and elsewhere ; and all this 
upon the most ridiculous grounds imaginable. But it seems 
the Christians paid religious worship to the Virgin, and to 
dead men and women ; and their watchful enemies were con¬ 
tent to say never a word of it. Alas 1 these wise men did not 
know, that the Christians derided them for such things as 
these; perhaps they were always deaf when it was told them 
that the Christians did the same things themselves ; or they 
had quite forgotten it, when it was most proper to remember 
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it; or were so silly, as not to discern the advantage they were 
to make of it; or so imprudent, as to accuse them of other 
things, which could he easily disproved, rather than to accuse 
them of those things which could not be denied. The children 
of this world were now grown fools in their generation. He 
that can believe these things, let him believe them ! 

I shall add this only, that when the least occasions were 
once given to suspect that the martyrs were worshipped by the 
Church, the heathens immediately laid hofd on the pretence, 
especially Julian* and Eunapius, who urged the accusation 
with all the stings of malice ; as their predecessors in this 
cause against Christ would certainly have done, had there 
been the least colour for it. 

But to return to the Virgin Mary : we have seen that iu ■ 
these latter ages the doctrifte of her worship is grown to be no 
mean part of the body of divinity, with the doctors of the 
Homan Church. There is no end of writing books to her 
honour, and to excite and direct devotion to her. A sermon 
cannot be preached, but she must be addressed to with an 
Are Mary; nor a large volume written, but it is odds, that it 
is concluded with “ praise to God, and to the virgin mother 
Mary/’ One would therefore expect to find all things full of 
veneration and address to the blessed Virgin in the writings 
of the primitive Fathers, that is, to meet with it at every turn 
in their expositions of the faith, in their exhortations to 
devotion and piety, and in all their homilies to the peeple. 
But if you look for any such thing, I will be bold to say, you 
will lose your labour ; unless it were some satisfaction to find, 
that the world is very much altered from what it was, and the 
state of religion not a little changed. 

But the worst is, that what these Fathers say of her, is but 
very little in comparison, and that not of set purpose, but inci¬ 
dentally and occasionally, as they were led to it by other 
things. I know not how the Fathers can be excused, but 
that the Scriptures speak as sparingly of her as they. 

It were something, however, if their occasional passages 
concerning her intimated a greater regard to her service in 
their practice, than they have shewn in their writings; or if 
they discovered but some obscure prints and footsteps of 
such a devotion to her, as we seek for. Let us therefore see 
after what manner they speak of the blessed Virgin. 

* Cyril, contra Julian. 1. 6. [vol. 6. p. 201. Lutet. 1638.] 
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I observe, that the highest strains in her service run upon 
a comparison between her and Eve. Thus Justin Martyr,* * * § 
who says very little else of her, tells us, that “ Eve being a 
virgin conceived by the word of the serpent, and brought forth 
death: but the Virgin Mary receiving the message of the 
angel, conceived in faith; therefore that which was born of 
her was holy, viz. the Son of God.” He proves also against 
Trypho,f that Christ was to be born of a virgin, according to 
the prophets. 

After Justin comes Irenseus, and with greater circumstance 
pursues the forementioned comparison, against those stupid 
heretics, that denied God to be the Creator of all things, and 
that he used his own works. For against these, Irenseus, 
• amongst other arguments, produced mis, that Christ took 
flesh of Mary. And then he proceeds to shew, how convenient 
it was that he should be bom of a virgin. First,}; he opposes 
the disobedience in tbe case of the forbidden tree, by which 
sin came into the world, to that obedience which was performed 
upon a tree, by him that brought life to the world. He 
opposes also the cheat that was put upon Eve, to the truth 
that was told Mary. He opposes the virgin Eve, now designed 
to be a wife, to the virgin Mary, who was also espoused; and 
the virgin Eve deceived by an evil angel, to the virgin Mary 
believing a good angel. “ And,” says he, “ as Eve was seduced 
and forsook God, so Mary was induced to obey God, that the 
virgin Mary might be a comforter^ of the virgin Eve; and 
that as mankind was, through a virgin, bound over to death, 
so they should be released through a virgin. One thing being 
thus rightly balanced against another, the disobedience of a 
virgin by tne obedience of a virgin.” The sum of all is this, 
that there appeared a notable congruity, in divers respects, 
that as Eve, a virgin, led the first man Adam into transgression, 

* Justin. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 327. Paris, [p. 195. Par. 1742.1 

t P. 290. [Ibid. p. 163.] 

t Iren. lib. 5. c. 18, 19. [p. 315, 316, Venet. 1734.] 

§ The word which I translate condor ter, is in Latin advocata from 
whence Bellarmiae and Fevardenflus conclude very absurdly, in behalf of 
invocation of saints, though Irenseus meant what we usually understand 
by advocate. But by flic fidelity of the Latin translator, in keeping to 
the ecclesiastical use of words, it seems evident, that the Greek word in 
Irenseus was wapdaXipro?; which, how it is to be translated, see M. 
Daille, who has hugely treated this matter; and I doubt not to say, has 
made an end of it. De Relig. cultos Object, p. 41, &c. [Genev. 1664.] 
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in whom all mankind fell; so the Virgin Maty brought forth 
him into the world, the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
who was to redeem all mankin d. No honest man will go 
about to make less of these passagesbut he must be a very 
subtle man tliat can make more of them. 

And yet Fevardentius triumphs* in this testimony, as if he 
had found here the Primitive Church, and all antiquity, for 
the invocation of the blessed Virgin. And no less satisfied he 
was with a like strain of Ireneeus against those heretics, in 
another place, who said, that “Christ took nothing from the 
Virgin Mary/’* and by consequence that she was not really 
his mother, nor he really, but only seemingly, a man. Now, 
amongst other things, Ireneeus argues the contrary, from the 
congruity of our Saviour’s being bom of a virgin, that a virgin 
might bring as much good £o the world, as a virgin had done 
mischief; whereby it became plain, that God defeated the 
devil in a congruous way; who, by the virgin Eve, had seduced 
Adam, and brought death upon his posterity. But why did 
not Ireneeus complain, that this heresy overthrew the very 
foundation upon which the Church gave a superexcellent 
worship to Mary, viz. because she was the mother of God ? 
Nay, why did not he silence this wild conceit, by alleging the 
worship which she every where received upon this account ? 
Fevardentius elsewhere makes a mighty matter of Ireneeus* 
pressing heretics with catholic tradition. Why therefore 
was not so obvious and convincing an argument as the catholic 
tradition and practice of worshipping the Virgin Mary brought 
forth Upon this occasion? Even because there was no such 
tradition or practice to be alleged, as any man that is not 
overruled with prejudice .must confess. It is a sign that 
ancient testimonies run very low with them, when they are 
fain to make much of these. 

But if Ireneeus forgot this argument, it is something strange 
that Tertullian after him should forget it too: for writing against 
the same stupid opinions, he uses just the argument that^ 
Ireneeus had done before him : “ The image and similitude of* 
God/’f saith he, “ being captivated by the devil, God recovered 
it by a work that defeated the devil in his own way. For the 
word that was a foundation of death had crept into Eve, being 

* Adv. Haer, lib. 3. c. 32, 33. [ut supra, p. 218, 219.] 

f ASmula operatione. Tert. de came Christi, c. 25. [c. 17.] [p. 321. 
Par. 1695.] Adv. Fraxeam, c. 27. [Ibid. p. 516.] 
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yet a virgin ; and agreeably the word that should restore life, 
was to be received by a virgin ; that mankind, who by means 
of that sex, fell into perdition, might, through the same sex, 
be recovered to salvation. Eve had believed the serpent, 
Mary hath believed Gabriel; the offence which the former 
hath committed in believing, the latter hath blotted out 
by believing.” And what he means by blotting out Eve’s 
offence, is plain from wh&t follows, that “ Mary brought forth 
him who was to save even his murderers,” and that “ Christ 
was to come of her for the salvation of man.” What Tcrtullian 
says of her beside, is very little, and by the bye; as that she 
was a virgin, because “ Christ was said to be made of a 
woman and that being born of her, “ he was therefore of 
the house of Davidand the like. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, to illustrate a moral lesson tells us, 
“ that Mary was a perfect virgin after the birth of her Son,”* 
and mentions a particular proof of it, which some affirmed. 
And farther he says not, that I can remember. 

His scholar Origen acknowledged also the perpetual virginity 
of Mary: and in his homilies upon the l st chapter of St. 
Luke, where he eonld not avoid speaking of her, he hath these 
passages: u Somebody,” f saithhe, “I know not who, hath run 
into such a madness, as to affirm that Alary was renounced by 
our Saviour, inasmuch as after his birth she was joined to 
Joseph.Now if the Church had then believed the story of 
her assumption (which has been so poetically described to us 
of late): if the Church had then, for an hundred and fifty 
years together, served her as the queen of heaven, with* solemn 
rites of worship; that man who ventured to disparage the 
blessed Virgin in this fashion, was foolish to admiration. But 
if Origen knew that the Church had given her these honours 
from the beginning, he was wise enough to have stopped this 
madman’s mouth with that argument, or rather to have said 
nothing of him; since nobody could need any instruction to 
hold him for a ridiculous fellow. But he thought fit to in- 
’ struct the people, how they should answer this man ; and that 
in this manner: “ If Mary was pronounced blessed in those 
hymns that were uttered by the instinct of the Holy Spirit; 
how can any man say that our Saviour denied her V* 

* Strom, lib. 7* [p. 889. Venet. 1757.] 
t In loc. Bom. 7. fvol. 3. p. 940. Par. 1740.] 
j Coutempl. of Life, &c. 
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Origen speaks very honourably of the blessed Virgin ; bi.t 
yet he represents her as an instance of human frailty; and one 
that needed forgiveness of sins, as well as the Apostles; and 
that because she was offended, as he (it seems) was persuaded, 
at the passion of Christ. " What,” says he, “ do we think 
that when the Apostles were scandalized, the mother of our 
Lord was free from it ?” And so he interprets those words, 
11 A sword shall pierce through thy own soul also/’ by this 
paraphrase, ff the sword of unbelief shall pierce thy own soul, 
and thou shalt be smitten with the edge of doubtfulness.” I 
doubt it will not be convenient to inquire of Origen any further. 

As for Athenagoras, Minutius FHix, St. Cyprian, Arnobius, 
Lactantius, they have left us nothing at all concerning her; 
unless St. Cyprian says, somewhere, that “ Christ was con¬ 
ceived in the womb of a virgin,” &c. But if that be all, I am 
sure he neglected some very inviting occasions of putting his 
people in mind of a great deal more ; which he ought not to 
have neglected, if the doctrine of the Primitive Church con¬ 
cerning the blessed Virgin had been the same with that of the 
pretended Catholic Church at this day. 

And so we are gotten out of the three first ages. But 
perhaps Athanasius makes amends for all that were Ifefore him, 
in the sermon upon the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin. 
That sermon, I confess, is a very surprising thing to any man, 
that considers there was not the least preparation for the 
doctrine it would pretend to establish, in the foregoing ages. 
But then this (as well as many other things that go under the 
name of Athanasius) is none of his ; as Bellarmine, and others 
of his party (obliged by the strength of truth) have actually 
confessed : and in all probability, it was written no less than 
.‘118 years after his death. In his genuine works there is more 
frequent mention of the Virgin, than in the Fathers before 
him ; especially in his Orations against the Arians, which he 
wrote about the year 360. But we must go further down, to 
find where her worship began, for as yet there is no appearance 
of it. 

Hilary, who wrote about the same time, says nothing new in 
this matter.* He does industriously assert, the virginity of 
Mary, which, and the like things, were done by some of those 
that went before him. But of her worship not a word. 

To conclude; the Fathers do generally speak of her without 

* Hilar. Pictav, Com. in Matth. p, 497- [vol. 1. p. 670. Veron. 1730.] 
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the addition of any title of honour: for the most part they 
call her Mary; sometimes the Virgin; the Mother of our 
Lord rarely, and the Mother of God never, I think, till the 
Church was obliged to guard the belief of the divine nature of 
Christ, by all kind of proper expressions : and even then, 
this honourable appellation was used not for her sake, but to 
secure the right faith of our Lord’s divinity, especially against 
the Nestorian heresy. In short, the Protestants do customarily 
mention the Virgin mother with honourable additions, beyond 
what the Fathers of the three first ages did. But we worship 
her just as they did, that is, not at all. For my own part, 
when I consider that she Had the glorious privilege to be the 
Mother of God, I should have much ado to forbear regretting 
the little regard wherewith some of the Fathers speak of her 
sometimes, but that I find our Saviour himself, in those three 
sayings concerning her,* which are reported in the Gospels, 
not to magnify her over greatly. And the truth is, I should 
have wondered at that too, had not the excess of later devotion 
to her, put me in mind, that the holy writers were guided by a 
spirit of prophecy,f and have therefore recorded nothing that 
Christ said to his most holy mother, but what might be of use 
in such tiAucs as these. 

§.8. Let us now see, whether the religion of praying to 
martyrs and saints, and worshipping their images and relics 
has the authority of the primitive Church and all antiquity. 
It may very well be presumed, that it has not, unless we think 
that the Fathers preferred the other saints before the blessed 
Virgin. But to say the truth; though hitherto the Virgin 
and the rest of the saints were equal, as to any religious 
worship, neither she nor they being yet thought of for that 
purpose ; yet when superstition at length began to creep into 
the Church, the martyrs got the start of the Virgin. In 
process of time, her worship overtopped theirs; but theirs 
began before her turn came. The most holy religion of the 
Gospel was delivered all at once ; and which is most consider¬ 
able, it is the religion which God hath sealed, and so it was, and 
is all of a piece. But the corruption of that religion coming on 
by degrees, as contingent occasions gave birth and growth to 
it, could not be regularly contrived, hut would need a great 
deal of patching and mending, to bring it to a face of uniformity. 


* Luke ii. 49. xi. 27, 28. John ii. 4. 


t Rev. six- 10. 
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As for praying to saints, I know not how any man can 
imagine, that the primitive Fathers taught or used it, who con*- 
aiders in what terms they taught, that God only was to be 
invocated: that they counted the worship of invocation a 
better sacrifice than those which had been offered to God, as 
the law of Moses required, and which all acknowledge were to 
be offered to God only; and that they argued the divinity of 
Christ from hence, that prayers were to be offered to him. 

Ircnteus tells us, that “ the Church did nothing by invoca¬ 
tions of angels, or incautatious to them, or any other evil 
curiosity.” Fevardentius pretends, that this excludes evil 
spirits onlv from being invoked. But let any unprejudiced 
man judge by what follows. “But,” says he,* “ she directs 
her prayers chastely, purely, and manifestly, to the Lord that 
made all things.” Now-according to Fevardentius, he should 
have added, “ and to good spirits also.” For it is a vain thing 
to say that he intended to oppose those only that worshipped 
malicious spirits; since if this had been his intention, the plain 
laws of discourse had obliged him rather to omit the worship 
of God in this opposition, than the worship of good spirits. 
And doubtless upon this supposition he would have said, 
that “we do not use prayers and hymns to evil, but to 
good spirits.” 

I cannot but set down here the words of the Church of 
Smyrna, in their golden epistle concerning the martyrdom 
of Polycarp. It seems the Jews had suggested, that if the 
Christians could gain his body, they would perhaps forsake 
Christ, and worship him (their love and reverence of that holy 
man, their bishop, was so well known). Against which sug¬ 
gestions, the Smyrnians thus declare themselves : “ These men 
know not that we can neither forsake Christ, who suffered for 
the salvation of all that are saved, the innocent for the guilty ; 
nor worhip any other. Him truly being the Son of God, we 
adore: but the martyrs, and disciples, and followers °f the 
Lord, we justly love, for that extraordinary good mind, which 
they have expressed towards their King and Master; of whose 
happiness God grant that we may partake, and that we may 
learn by their examples.” This testimony of the Church of 
Smyrna, I rather produce in this place ; because in two ancient 
manuscripts, cited by the most learned Archbishop Usher, 
the Latin translation of. their protestation runs thus: “ we 

* Iren. Lib. 2. c. 57. [ut supra, p. 166.] 
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Christians can never forsake Christ, who vouchsafed to suffer 
so great things for our sins, nor give away the worship of 
prayer to any other.”* 

Clemens Alcxandrinus defines prayer by its relation to God, 
in which (as Bellarminef acknowledges) he was followed by 
divers Fathers in the fourth century. But nothing can be 
more plain, than this passage of his: “ Since there is but one 

good God, both we and angels pray to J him alorfe; that those 
good things may be given us, which we want, and thefce con¬ 
tinued which we have.” If half so plain a testimony could 
have been produced out of the genuine writings of these 
Fathers, for praying to others besides God, as these are for 
praying to God alone; I fear we should have been counted 
very impudent, in our appeals to the primitive Church, and the 
best antiquity. The same person had said not long before, 
“ We do justly honour God by prayer, and with righteousness 
we send up this best and most holy sacrifice.” 

And I find this to have been another general notion of the 
worship of prayer amongst the ancients, that it was a sacrifice 
much better than those more sensible sacrifices, that were either 
offered hy the Gentiles, or required by the law of Moses ; and 
more pleasing to God. Thus says Tcrtullian : “We sacrifice 
for the health and safety of the emperor, but we do it to our 
God, and bis God; and we do it, as God hath commanded, 
with pure prayer, § or purely with prayer For so lie is to he 
understood, inasmuch as he oppose! h the purity of prayer to 
the sacrifices of incense and victims :|| and therefore, says he, 
“ we pray rather for the health of the emperor, desiring it of 
him who can give it.” This smart writer did, in his own way, 
very plainly represent our doctrine in the forernentioned saying. 
“We sacrifice,” says he, “but to our God, and his God.” 
There he represents sacrifice, as due to God only : “ But we 
do it, as God hath commanded, with pure prayer.” There he 
represents prayer as a sacrifice more excellent than that of 
odours and blood, which the Gentiles offered. And can any 
thing be more evident, than that lie appropriates this sacrifice 
so to God, that it ought not to be given to any else 1 Thus 
also he proves against the Jews, that “we must now sacrifice 

* See Act. Usser. Polic. or Anew, to tie Jesuit’s Challenge, Praying to 
Saints. 

t 'O/tikia irpbc rbv 6tav, [ut supra, p. 854.] 

X Tlap‘ amov pbvov. Strom. 1. 7. p. 721. [Ibid. p. 853.] 

$ Puraprecc. |j Odoris aut aanguinis.Tert. ad Scap, 2. [ut supra, p. 69.] 
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to God, not earthly, but spiritual sacrifices; for it is written, 
a contrite and an humble heart is a sacrifice to God;”* * * § and 
elsewhere, “ offer the sacrifice of praise, and pay thy vows to 
the Most nigh.” And therefore, a little after, he affirms Christ 
to be “ the high priest of eternal sacrifices,” in opposition to 
those that are abolished. Nay, he says that the pure offering-f 
foretold in Malachi, which all nations should bring, is the 
“ simplicity of prayer from the pure conscience,” which he else¬ 
where describes by blessing, and praise, and hymns; and so is 
the same with pure prayer mentioned before. This is enough 
to shew, that in his days the Church would no more have 
offered invocations of prayer or praise to any but to God, than 
they would have offered victims to any but to him, if they had 
been continued in the service of the Church. 

And by this we may see, in what sort we are to understand 
that offering for the martyrs which we read of ih Tertullian 
and St. Cyprian.J Says Tertullian, “We make oblations for 
them that arc departed, in memory of their birth-days,” i. e. 
of the days wherein they were crowned with martyrdom. And 
thus St. Cyprian, writing to the Church of Carthage concern¬ 
ing Cclerinus, and making mention of his uncles Laurcntius 
and Ignatius, says,§ “We offer sacrifice for them, you may 
remember, as often as we celebrate the days upon which the 
martyrs suffered, with an anniversary commemoration.” And 
thus he writes to the clergy of Carthage, concerning the con¬ 
fessors, that should die in prison. || “ Note down the days of 

their death, that wc may celebrate the commemorations 
amongst the memories of the saints,” &c. The meaning of 
which is, that they gave thanks and offered pTaiscs to God for 
those holy persons by name, who had constantly suffered 
death for the faith of Christ. These were the sacrifices they 
offered for the martyrs, the sacrifices of praise ; not excluding 
what, by other authorities, is evident enough, the sacrifice of 
prayers for them too, and for all the departed saints, that they 
might at length obtain the promised resurrection. I do not 
say that the worship of Christians consisted only of these 
sacrifices : they had the oblation of bread and wine besides, 

* Ad, Jud. c. 5. [ut supra, p. 188.] 

t Simplex oratio : Adv. TV1 arci. [lib. 4.] c. 1. [Ibid. p. 414.] 

t De Corona, c. 3. [Ibid. p. 102.] De Exhort, c. 13. Demen. 

§ Cypr, F.pist. 34. Rig. [p. 109. Venet. 1728.] 

|| Id. Epist. 37. [Ibid. p. 115.] 

See Mr Medc upon Mincha purum. 
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before the eucharist; and the representative sacrifice of our 
Lord’s body and blood in the eucharist. It is enough, that 
the religious invocations of the Church were held to be the 
worship of sacrifice, and that of * a more excellent kind, than 
the earthly sacrifices of Jews and Gentiles, as Tertullian calls 
them. And let the pretended Catholics tell us, to whom the 
worship of sacrifice should be offered, but to God. They have, 
I confess, kept the style of the ancient Church, and pretend 
to sacrifice to God, and to him only. But the change which 
they have made in the doctrine aud practice of the Church, 
hath obliged them to apply that -style otherwise than the 
ancient Church did. When they speak of offering sacrifice, as 
M. de Meaux does in his f Exposition, we are, according to 
the use of that phrase in their writers, to understand nothing 
but the pretended sacrifice of the mass. But why must not 
the people be taught, that the worship of prayers and hymns 
is a sacrifice too ? For this was the current doctrine of the 
primitive Church, There is a good reason for it, because 
they do not pay this worship to God alone, as the primitive 
Church did. 

And now, as for those passages concerning £ oblations and 
sacrifices already produced, and many more to the like pur¬ 
pose, that might be produced out of the Fathers; I do not 
know how far a willing mind might go, to apply them to the 
sacrifice of the mass. And when that is done, it is but a 
little straining more, and they will interpret Gregory Nazian- 
zen to their own mind too ; w r ho in his funeral oration upon 
St. Basil, thus speaks of him. “And now he is in heaven, § 
as I think, he offers sacrifices for us, and prayers for the 
people/* But I am confident Nazianzcn did not so much as 
think that Basil said mass in heaven for him aud the people. 

To proceed, Origcn is as express to this purpose as his 
master Clemens Alexandrinus. He saith, “ Wc must pray to 
him I) alone, that is God over all, and wc must pray to the 
Word of God, his only begotten, and the first-born of every 
creature; and we must humbly beseech him, as our high 
priest, to present our prayer (for it is known to lum) to his 

* Sacrificiorum officia potiora. Adv, Marc. [Lib. 4. c. 1. Ibid. p. 413.] 

f Exp. § 3, 4. + See Constit. Apostol. lib. 7. c. 3. 

$ cl*£ 61 ( 10 . 1 , irpocrpkpwv Bveiag. , 

il Movy yap rrpoatvKTtov rtp kvi iraai Ot<p. Orig. contr. Cels. lib. 8. 
[ut supra, vol. 1. p. 7GL] 
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Father, and the Father of them that live according to the 
Word of God.” 

This is enough for one man to say, in so plain a ease : and 
yet I will add what he says about this matter, from another 
common argument, viz. that the Divinity of Christ is clearly 
gathered from our makiug prayers to him. For upon those 
words of the Apostle, “ With all that call upon the name of 
the Lord Jesus,’ 5 he saith,* “That the Apostle pronounces 
Jesus Christ to be God, in that his name is called upon;” and 
that “ to call upon the name of the Lord, and to adore God, 
is one and the same thing.” The reason of this, which I have 
ventured to offer, is, that prayer does ascribe omnipresence, as 
well as other divine perfections, to the being to which it is 
made. And this is that reason which Tertullian, as 1 think, 
hath expressed in these Vords :f “ That faith offers its reli¬ 
gion to him only; of whom it is confident, that he sees and 
hears everywhere.” For hv religion he meant prayer, which 
is the subject of that discourse to which these words belong. 
Thus Novatian also : £t If £ Christ be only a man, how is he 
everywhere present to those that call upon him ? since this is 
not the nature of man, but of God, to be present in all places 1” 
And in the same place, “ If Christ be only a man, why is a 
man invoked as a mediator in prayers; since the invocation of 
man must be judged ineffectual for the procuring of salvation ?” 
And to name no more, Athanasius frequently uses this kind 
of argument. For speaking of prayers made to the Son of 
God, he says,§ “The saints think it not just to invoke him 
to be their helper and refuge, who was made or created. And 
no man would pray to receive any thing from the fathers and 
the angels, or from any of the other creaturesfrom whence 
he concludes, that because the Apostle in l Thess. iii. 11, 
docs not only pray to God the Father, but also to our Lord 
Jesus Christ; that therefore Christ is God. It seems it was 
not then the way of Christians to join God and St. Michael, 
God and the Virgin, God and all the saints, in invocations or 
prayers. There were then no such things known, as con¬ 
fession to God and to St. Michael, and to the blessed Virgin, 
and to the saints; as giving glory to the holy Trinity and to 

* Orig. in Decira. ad Rom. lib. 8. [Ibid. vol. 4. p. 024. col. 2.} 

t Tert. dc Orat. cap. 1. (ut supra, p. 130.] 

t Nov. deTrin. c. 14. [ Apud Tert. p. 715. Par. 1695.} 

$ Atkan. Orat. contra Arian. 2. 4. 
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the Virgin; ns saying, “Jesus, Mary, help/’ &c. had any 
thing of this nature been done in those times, I doubt here 
had been a good argument lost, by which the Fathers proved 
Christ to be God. Nor would Athanasius have been so mere 
a child, as to attack the Arians with an argument, to which 
the doctrine and practice of the Church had afforded so 
obvious and effectual an answer. 

To all which I shall add but that canon of the Laodicean 
Synod,* * * § " That Christians ought not to forsake the Church 
of God, and depart aside, and invocate angels: therefore if 
any man he found using this secret idolatry, let him be accursed, 
because he hath forsaken our Lord Jesus Christ.” I make 
no question, but if there had been occasion, saints had been 
put into the canon as well as angels. But then, what word 
could they have thought of, instead of saints, to answer 
* comers/ {angvlos) which Crab thrust into tlic old Latin trans¬ 
lation, instead of 4 angels’, (angelos) is not very easy to imagine. 
Concerning w'hich pleasant forgery, see Bishop Usher’s Answer 
to the Jesuit’s Challenge, p. 469, &c. 

And now if we consider the doctrine of these primitive 
Fathers concerning prayer, I suppose we shall not wonder, 
that in those places where we might w r ell have expected some 
instance of praying to saints, or some recommcudatioji of it, 
(if any such practice had been amongst them) that I say there 
is nothing at all, no not the least intimation of it: not where 
St. Cyprianf so vehemently admonished those that were fallen 
in persecution, to pray to God for themselves, and to entreat 
the brethren to do so too : not when; X Tertullian describes 
the humiliations and prostrations of the penitents; in both 
which places, one would have expected, that the intercession 
of the saints and martyrs should have been implored: not 
where Justin Martyr describes the service of the Church in 
lier religious assemblies; nor in any of the ancient Apologies, 
nor in any aucient account of the religious worship of Chris¬ 
tians ; no not in the § Apostolical Constitutions (though a 
later work than it pretends to be), where the order of the 
Church’s service is very particularly described. We are not 


* Synod. Laod. cap. 35. [can. 35.] [Labbe, Concil. vol. 1. p. 1503. 
Lut. Far. 1671.] 

t Cypr. de Laps. p. 177. 

t Tert. do Puenitentia, c 9. [ut supra, p. 127.] 

§ ApoBt. Constit. lib. 7, 8. [Labbe, Cone, ut eupra, p. 413, &c.] 
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to vronder at it, I say, for the declared doctrine of the Church 
was against it. 

§. 9. As for the worshipping, or as M. de Meaux calls it, 
the honouring, of images, we might spare the pains of in¬ 
quiring what tlie sense of the ancient Church was concerning 
it; it is so hard to believe that they should worship the images 
of the saints, who did not so much as pray, or give any reli¬ 
gious worship to the saints themselves. But this practice is 
so far from having the countenance of the primitive Church, 
and all antiquity, that in the best ages there were men of great 
name in the Church, that did not believe so much as the art 
of imagery aud picture lawful to be practised by a Christian. 
Saitli Clemens Alexandrinus,* “We are plainly forbidden to 
meddle with that cheating art: for the Prophet (Moses) saith, 
thou slialt not make the likeness of any tiling either in 
heaven or in earth.” Tertullian hath a great deal to this 
purpose, in his discourse of Idolatry. But those words are, to 
to my thiuking, very remarkable ;j~ “Well did the same God 
require the likeness of a serpent to be made by an extraor¬ 
dinary command, who by bis law forbade the making of any 
likeness. If thou observest the same God, thou hast his law : 
make no likeness. If also thou lookest to the precept of 
making an image afterward, do tliou also imitate Moses: 
makS no image wliatsoe\ or against the law, unless God also 
command thee in particular so to do.” Which words are so 
plain and full, that they leave no room for that frivolous pre¬ 
tence, that these Fathers intended no other images, but those 
of the heathen gods. And that instance of the brazen serpent 
which was no idol till the Jews made it one, clearly shews the 
contrary. 

But if it be said, that the authority of these men is to go 
for nothing, because they w'ere mistaken in condemning image- 
work so universally as they did ; I grant, that their zeal against 
image worship transported them beyond the bounds of reason ; 
especially Tertullian, who in the foresaid book, tells us, that % 
“artificers of statues and images, and all carved and engraven 
works of this kind, were brought into the world by the devil.” 
But this I say, that if images had in those days been used in 
Christian churches, so much as to excite the devotion of the 

* Protrept. ad Gentes 

f Tert. de Idol. c. 5, 6. [ut supra, p. 88.] 

J Ibid. c. 2 [e. 3 j [p.86.J 
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faithful, much more to receive their adoration; neither would 
these Fathers have condemned the making of images, nor, if 
they had, would the Church have borne with so great an out¬ 
rage upon their doctrine and practice. Some one at least 
would have appeared in behalf of the Catholic Church, as 
Melchior Canus has done in behalf of the Roman Church 
against the Eliberine Council in this matter ; who sticks not 
to say, that* “ their law for taking away images was not only 
imprudently, but impiously established.” The censure which 
he so long after passed upon that Council, had been fastened 
upon these men presently, by more than one, as good as 
Camis, if image worship had but been allowed then, as it is 
now established in the Roman communion. Tin y were not 
so tame as to suffer their worship to be affronted by their own 
members, without taking notice of it. But the truth is, the 
monuments of the ancient f Church afford us no accounts 
of images any where, but either in libraries, orj at a house 
door, or in the holes of heretics, or in the temples of false 
gods. We read indeed of one picture of Christ, or some 
saint, which Epiphanius found in a curtain of the Church of 
Anablatha ; but he took it down, and tore it in pieces. Such 
accounts as this are not for the credit of image-worship ; 
which indeed came into the Church at the tail of other cor¬ 
ruptions. And the Fathers are so unanimous aud positive 
against it, that I will shut up this matter with the testimony 
of a great many Fathers in one testimony, vie. that of the 
Eliberine Council held about the beginning of the fourth age.§ 
“It is our pleasure, that pictures ought not to he in the 
Church, lest that wiiich is worshipped or adored, should he 
painted upon walls.” 

As for the relics of saints and martyrs, we hear of none 
for the three first ages, hut that of bodies, nor any thing con¬ 
cerning them, but that they were interred with all possible 
respect that could be expected from men, and which is more, 
from Christians. The honour, which, by the custom of the 
world, we learn is proper to the bodies of the dead, is to give 
them a decent interment. This was maintained and cherished 

* Canus, Loc.Theol. 1. 5. c. 4. [p. 251. Colon. 1600.] 

t Euseb. Hist. lib. 7. c. 18. [j>. 2G5. Par. 1659.] Iren, 1. 1. c. 24. [ut 
supra, p. 105.] 

t Concerning the Image of the Syropkeniciau Woman, &c. See Dr. 
Stillingfleet against T. G. p. 253. 

$ Concil. Elib. Can. 36. [Labbe, Concil. ut supra, p. 974.] 
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by the ancient Christians,* not only because reasonable souls 
once lived in those bodies which they committed to the ground, 
which was an inducement common to man; but because also 
those bodies and souls were to be once again joined at the re¬ 
surrection, which was an inducement proper to Christians. 
It was the same kind of honour which they shewed to the 
bodies of martyrs, though heightened with the expressions of 
a more than ordinary love. Thus, after the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, devout men carried him out to be buried,f and made 
great lamentation over him. 

The like account did the Smyrneans give of their disposing 
the bones of Polycarp, which they reckoned more valuable 
than precious stones, more precious than gold. M. de Meaux 
sure would not desire a farther progression of love and honour. 
But with this degree they contented themselves; for, say they, 
‘‘We committed them to burial where it was usual. 

And thus Pius, the first of that name, bishop of Rome :§ 
“Take care,” saith he, “of the bodies of the holy martyrs, as 
of God’s members, after that manner that the Apostles took 
care of Stephen’s.” 

Thus the clergy of Rome, in their epistle to the clergy of 
Carthage, when St. Cyprian was absent: “ to speak of a matter 
of very great consequence. If the bodies of martyrs or others 
be not buried, it is a very dangerous fault in those that are 
to look after this business.” So that in those days it should 
seem to he a charge entrusted to select persons, that the bodies 
of martyrs and other Christians should be buried; and this 
not only at Carthage, hut at Rome too. 

Rut why should I multiply testimonies in so plain a case? 
Had the relics of martyrs and saints been worshipped in those 
best times, as they were afterward, how comes it to pass, that, 
in all the monuments of those times, no mention of any such 
thing is to be found ! When the trade of relics began in the 
Church, there was noise enough made of it, and the best au¬ 
thors acquaint us with the news : but it had been no news, if 
the trade had been begun before. Why was no such thing 

* Orig. contra Cels. lib. 5. Tertul. de Aniraa, 

t 2vveKbfuvav. Acts viii. £2.] 

'flora avTOv a.Trt$ifte$(t, oirov Kai AkoXovOov »/J'. Sm. Epist, supr. 
[Biblioth. Patr. Apost. p. 412. Lips. 1G99. j 

$ Cura, quemadwodum curaverunt. Curare here, is the same with 
KrfSfvScu, KtjStvttv. Pius Epist. 2. tom. 1. (’on. [p. *577.] See Cypr. 
Ep. 37. [ut supra, p. 114/) Cypr. Epist. 2. [Ibid. p. 27.] 
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objected to the Christians, by their watchful enemies, for three 
hundred years together ? For we no sooner come to hear of 
stories of relics in the Church, but we find the. Pagans at the 
heels of this innovation, and upbraiding the Christians with 
tho> superstition of it. Why meet we not with some intimation 
of laying up relics in churches under the altar ? There was 
room enough for so considerable and necessary a circumstance 
(and the Church of Rome makes more than a circumstance of 
it), in that particular description of the fashion and ornaments 
of the- church built by Paulin us, bishop of Tyre.* Why 
meet we with no translations of bodies from one place to an¬ 
other, for their greater honour ? Perhaps we shall be told of 
the men from the East, that came to Rome, and challenged 
the bodies of St. Peter and St. Paul, as of right belonging to 
them ; and of their carrying them two miles out of town, to a 
place called Catacumbae, and all the other adventures that 
Gregory tells upon this business. But then there will arise a 
great question, whether we are to believe with Gregory,f that 
they were Eastern believers; or, with Baronins, J that they 
were thievish Greeks ( Or rather it will be no question, tbat 
the whole relation is fabulous from one end to the other. 

In short, why have we all this time no account of miracles 
wrought by relics, of carrying them about in processions, of 
exposing them to receive the adorations of the people, of 
wearing them as a special security agaiust spiritual and tem¬ 
poral evils, or of any instance of this kind of religion ? I an¬ 
swer, it is a fond thing to imagine, that the religion of wor¬ 
shipping the relics of the saints should be in use amongst them, 
who gave no religious worship to the saints tlienisehes. 

But it is not to be wondered at, that they who pray to the 
souls of the saints and martyrs, w ho are so far absent from us, 
that they hear us not, should be guilty of another w eakness, 
and wnrship their bones, and other relics, which neither hear 
nor see, though they are present. 

This account of the sentiments of the three first ages, and 
indeed of the better half of the fourth, we gather from the 
w ritings of the Fathers, and from the undoubted monuments of 
those times. Monsieur de Meaux knew, that these things had 
been diligently expounded by those of the Reformation, and 

* Euseb. Hist. lib. 20. [10.] c. 4 [ut supra, p. 371*] 
f Greg, lib, 3. Ep. 30. 

? Burou. A.I). 221. N. 4. [vol. 2. p. 462. col, 1. Luc. 1738.] 
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particularly liy M. Daille. And what does he oppose to this, 
to save his pretences to all antiquity harmless? Says he,* 
“ Without any further examination what might be the senti¬ 
ments of the Fathers of the three first ages, I will content 
myself with what M. Daille is pleased to grant, who allows us 
so many great men, who taught the Church in the fourth 
age/’ Now M. Daille neither made any such allowance, nor 
had he any reason to make it. But suppose he had, must all 
that he had w ritten concerning the sense of the three first ages, 
about the object of worship, go for nothing ? If this example of 
writing is fit to be followed, I know not why I should give myself 
any farther trouble, and not rather conclude thus: thatf “ with¬ 
out any farther examination what may be the sentiments of 
the Fathers of the following age, I shall content myself with 
what some great men of, the lloman Church are pleased to 
grant, and which is evidently proved against all the rest that 
deny it, vis. that the Fathers of the three first ages must be 
allowed to us.” And so leave it to the world to judge who 
has most reason to be content. 

§. 10. But having undertaken to give some account of the 
beginnings of the present superstitions of the Church of 
Home, in the matter of saint-worship, and the adoration of 
the images and relics of the saints : and because it is impos¬ 
sible to do this, without going beyond the first ages, till we 
come to the reign of Julian ; I must venture beyond him, and 
consider the state of the Church toward the latter end of the 
fourth century, with respect to these questions. Some of the 
Romanists pretend that antiquity to he on their side, which I 
have shewn is with us. But as far as I can perceive, they all 
pretend tube very confident they shall carry it thus high at 
least; and M. de Means takes it for granted, that wc begin 
to allow them those later Fathers. I shall endeavour to re¬ 
present the case as impartially as if I were vet to choose my 
opinion ; and I am very much mistaken, if it w ill not appear 
in conclusion (though there is a little more colour for their 
challenging the latter end of the fourth age, in favour of 
their doctrine and practices in these things, than for appealing 
to higher antiquity), that upon a true consideration of the 
grounds upon which they challenge these later Fathers as 
their own, it had been more advisable for them to have come 
down much lower to find precedents whereby to justify them- 

* Exp. [ut supra] p. 4. t Peresius de Tradition. Par. 3, &c. 
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selves. It had been a very ancient custom of the Church for 
Christians to meet at the cemeteries, or burying-places of the 
martyrs, and the rest of the faithful, there to celebrate anni¬ 
versary commemorations of the martyrs. Thus the Church of 
Smyrna* having intimated that they had buried the body of 
St. Poly carp in the usual place, they added, “ that in that 
place, God willing, they should assemble together to celebrate 
the birth-day of his martyrdom, with all the joy they could 
expressand the reason of this custom, they express in this 
manner : “ both to commemorate those who had already un¬ 
dergone the trial of martyrdom, and to exercise and to pre¬ 
pare those that were to follow, for the like conflicts.” But 
they did not meet here to celebrate the memories of the mar¬ 
tyrs only, but at other times also for the celebration of divine 
service. For we find that Valerian and Gallienf forbade the 
Christians to celebrate assemblies, or to meet at those places 
which they called cemeteries; which passages, and the like, 
imply, that it was ordinary for them to assemble there : and it 
is not improbable that they used those places for more pri¬ 
vacy, when there was danger of persecution ; and that the 
prohibition of assemblies in those cemeteries, was the utmost 
strictness of prohibiting their assemblies: for it is plain, that 
they had their churches besides in cities, which they built 
and repaired according to tlieir ability-. And so in that favour¬ 
able time between Gallien and Diocletian,£ we find that they 
added new churches in every city, to those which they had 
before. But whether they were wont to meet at the cemeteries 
(at other times besides the anniversary days of the martyrs) 
for privacy, or perhaps for the commodiousness -of those places, 
when they did not consult privacy, as some think; or whether 
it was out of special respect to the memories of those martyrs, 
I shall not need to dispute; for it is a clear case, that they 
fervently loved those excellent men and women, and honoured 
their memories, who had laid down their lives for the testi¬ 
mony of Jesus. This was one reason of celebrating their 
anniversary commemorations, in which they did what highly 
became them, and carefully kept themselves within this com¬ 
pass, that religious worship was to be given to God only. 

But when, under Constantine the Great, the profession of 
Christianity was not only safe, but the way to honour and 

* Bp. Smyr. ubi supra. 

+ Euseb. Hist. lib. 7. c. 11. fut supra, p. 258.] 

X Id. lib. 8. c. 1. [Ibid. p. 292,] 
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greatness, the memories of the saints more frequented than 
they had formerly been, and stately churches were built over 
their sepulchres; and the Emperor, the clergy, and the peo¬ 
ple seemed to vie with one another, who should express the 
greatest zeal in carrying on so pious a work ; which extraor¬ 
dinary fervour, considering the time, was not to be wondered 
at: for the Church was but now delivered not only out of a 
raging persecution, hut from the apprehension of any more, 
and therefore could not but reflect upon the martyrs with all 
tenderness of affection. And since they were not now alive 
to partake in the prosperous and triumphant state of the 
Church, it was natural to give their names and memories all 
that share in it, which was possible to be given; especially 
since the present peace and glory of the Church was, under 
God, so deeply owing to 4he noble examples of their fortitude 
and patience. The commemorations of the martyrs had for¬ 
merly a double end, to do honour, and express a dear affection 
to them ; and withal, to prepare and to excite the virtue of 
those that were to suffer afterward ; which latter end,'without 
all doubt, was the most necessary: but there being now so 
little occasion for that, the piety of these prosperous times 
ran out more plentifully in doing honours to those champions 
of Christ, that had borne the heat of the day, and left this age 
to enjoy that victory and sweet peace, wherewith God had now 
crowned his persecuted Church. 

And as this zeal w r as no more than what might be expected 
from human affection, raised by Christian piety; so if men 
could have told where to stop, it had been as much for the 
honour of Christianity, as the excesses to which it grew after¬ 
wards, were a disgrace to it. 

From Constantine’s coming to the empire, to the reign of 
Julian, there passed above fifty years; and, in this time, the 
reverence of the martyrs was grown to some excess beyond 
primitive examples: for it was not only thought reasonable 
to build churches over the sepulchres, hut it should seem there 
were many that thought their prayers would speed the better 
for being made over the tombs of the martyrs; and not con¬ 
tent with this, they began at length to search for their bones : 
and it grew to be the piety of this age to disturb the ashes 
of the dead, which it was the piety of the former ages to leave 
in their graves without disturbance. But as yet their prayers 
were directed to God only; we haye yet no examples of calling 
upon saints and martyrs. Julian himself, who aggravated the 
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Tespect shewn to the martyrs to the utmost, could not charge 
them with this; and he very well understood their practice. 
But, says he,* “since Jesus has said, that sepulchres are full 
of uncleanness, why do you call upon God over sepulchres V* 
It is true he also charged them with worshipping the martyrs, 
and upbraided them, that, having forsaken the religious rites of 
of the Gentiles, they had gone over to the Jews, and yet had 
not kept to their religion neither, which had been something. 
For, “then/' says he,f “you would have worshipped one 
God instead of many, and not one man (Jesus), or rather many 
miserable men;” meaning the martyrs. But this was only 
a spiteful construction of the custom of Christians, in pay¬ 
ing their devotions to God over the sepulchres of the martyrs. 

Not long after Julian comes Eunapius, a most bitter wretch; 
by whose censures we may easily observe, that the devotion of 
Christians towards the martyrs was still growing to a greater 
height. I perceive he is cited both by Protestants and Papists; 
by Protestants, to shew' the beginnings of that superstition wc 
complain of; by Papists, to shew that the invocation of saints, 
and the worship of relies, was at least so ancient. .This 
infidel, speaking of monks (a sort of men which this age first 
brought forth) says, that theyX “ heaped together bones and 
skulls of men that had been punished for many crimes, hold¬ 
ing them for gods; and prostrating themselves before such 
as had been chastised by order of the courts of justice; and 
believing the better of themselves for being polluted at their 
sepulchres. So that they w T ho were but mere slaves, and those 
none of the best, but soundly lashed, and carrying still the 
scars and marks of their villany in their very ghosts, are now 
called martyrs, and rna.de the ministers and messengers of 
prayer to the gods.” Thus did the base villain reproach 
the blessed martyrs of Jesus, in contempt of the monks, 
and indeed of all the Christians in those times. For 
though it should seem that the trade of relics was chiefiy 
driven by the monks; yet it is evident, that great account 
was made of relics in ■ almost all places; which, together with 
daily resort of devout Christians to the memories of the 
the martyrs, gave occasion to this infidel thus to upbraid them: 
for no man will believe all to be true, which he here charges 
even the monks with. A malicious enemy always says the 

* Apurl Cyril. 1.10. contra Julian, p. 335. [Lut. Par. 1638.] 
t Id. lib. 6. p. 201. 1 Eunapius in vita /Edesii. 
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worst that he has any colour or pretence to say : and if such 
occasions and pretences had been afforded by the ancient Chris¬ 
tians, as by these, we should certainly have heard the same 
objections from Lucian or Celsus, or some one Pagan writer 
of those times, who were as able, as spiteful, and vigilant ad¬ 
versaries as Julian and Eunapius. 

But whereas Eunapius pretended, that these monks called 
the martyrs, “ ministers and messengers of their prayershe 
might possibly have no other reason for it, but the common 
observation, that Christians went to the sepulchres of the 
saints, there to make their prayers. For although they 
directly applied themselves to none but God, when they were 
there; yet the choosing of those places for their devotions, 
especially with a profession of hoping to speed the better for 
so doing, was occasion eflttugh to Eunapius to say, that they 
made the martyrs, “ the ministers and messengers of their 
prayers.” But for ought any man can tell, Eunapius might 
come to understand that these monks did, what I question 
not was the custom of some Christians towards the latter end 
of this age; that is, that they called to the martyrs at their 
memories, as if they were present there ; of which I shall give 
a farther account in its proper place. It is certain, that many 
miracles were said to he done upon prayers made where the 
relics of the martyrs were; that is, at their memories. 

And some thereupon believed, that they were done at their 
intercession, and joining their own prayers with the prayers of 
the Christians that came thither. In which they were more 
confirmed by some confident reporters of visions and appari¬ 
tions of the martyrs* to those that had obtained their suits. 
Now of those who believed the martyrs were within hearing, 
it is very likely that some called to them with an ora pro 
nobis; and then no wonder that Eunapius charged the monks 
with raking for dead men’s bones, and making dead men the 

messengers of their prayers. . 

As for the miracles said to be done in those times, they 
are urged by the Romanists as an invincible argument of God s 
approving tne honour that was given to the saints and their 
relics, in that age of the Church. But I wish they would 
attend to what St. Augustine says, who, after a pretty laTge 
account of miracles that were wrought in his time, and some 
too at the memories of martyrs, plainly says, that whether 

* Aug. de Cura pro Mortuis, c. 16. [vol. 6. p. 528. Far. 1685-7.1 
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they were wrought by the ministry of martyrs or angels (for 
that he knew not), they were wrought to give testimony to 
that faith,* for which the martyrs died; and particularly to 
* the resurrection of Christ, and to our resurrection at the last 
day. There is no reason to suppose that every circumstance 
of the devotion of Christians that received miraculous relief, 
must be attested by those miracles which God wrought in 
farther confirmation of the truth of Christianity. God has 
made use even of wicked men for the working of mi^tcles ; 
and I cannot understand why a miracle may not be wrought 
in behalf of a sincere man, without approving his weakness, 
any more than the other’s wiqjcedness is approved by God’s 
making use of him to testify the truth. But 1 would be con¬ 
tent to let them use this argument for miracles without con¬ 
tradiction, if they would extend it no farther than in favour 
of that use of relics, which we yet meet with. In the fourth 
age they ransacked all places for them, and when, as they 
thought, they had got them, they put them in fine linen, or 
in curious boxes and repositories, and laid them up in the 
Church. But whatever good they expected from these trea¬ 
sures, they did not yet worship them; they did not incense 
them, and expose them to receive the adorations of the people. 
VigUantius, it seems, had asked, with some derision, “Why 
dost thou kiss and adore a little dust put up in fine linen ? * 
To which St. Jerome,f that went as high as any in the age for 
honouring relics, answered, “Who, O thou giddy-brained 
man, ever adored the martyrs ? Who has taken a man for 
God ?” Indeed St. Jerome thought that holy relics made the 
very devils roar with pain ; hut yet he did not think that they 
were to be adored,^ no not the martyrs themselves, blit God 
only. We could wish that all superstition were banished from 
amongst Christians; but if the Church of Home would be 
content with such things as St. Jerome§ blames in some “ silly 
men and religious women, that had a zeal, but not according 
to knowledge, w. burning wax candles by day light, in honour 
of martyrs, we would be content too; for these are tolerable 
faults, and such as should not break the peace, though they 
were better mended. I would say to any contentious man, 
what St. Jeromejj said to Vigilantius, “ What dost thou lose by 
it,” if others are a little foolish ? 

* Aug. de Civ, Dei, lib. 22. c. 9. [Ibid. vol. 7. p. 673-3 

t Hieroa. adv. Vigil, tom, 2. p. *155. [vol. 2. p. 391, 397. Veron. 
1735.] t Ibid. § Ibid. |) Ibid. 
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I confess, I should beg of these gentlemen, for the honour 
of our religion, and of the testimony of miracles, not to pre¬ 
tend the miracles of the fourth and fifth ages, as a testimony 
to every punctilio of honour done in those times to the re¬ 
lics of the saints, and to the opinion which some conceived of 
them. And as I said before, it would be more discreetly done 
to let those miracles go, as St. Austin did, for a notable confir- 
matimi of the truth of that religion for which those martyrs 
died Why whose dead bodies God was pleased to do some 
wonderful things. But it is by uo means advisable to stretch 
them in favour of some other things ; whereof the lighting of 
candles for the martyrs may gfc for one, and the unwillingness 
of some of them to build churches, unless they could get 
relics to lay there, for anpther; and 4he scattering of relies 
in little pieces up and down, may pass for a tliird; and stealing 
them, for a fourth; which, I know not how, came to he ex¬ 
cused at least, as an effect of great and religious zeal, by some 
men of no mean note. I do not think such things,as these 
are very easy to be defended; and therefore it were much 
better that miracles were not brought in to justify them. But 
least of all should they be urged in favour of that kind of 
worship, which the Church of Rome now gives them; aud 
not only to the bodies, bones, or ashes, but to the girdles, 
slippers, and little utensils of the saints and martyrs; which 
kind of things anciently were not thought of. God wrought 
miracles by the hands of St. Paul, and the rest of the Apostles, 
when they were alive. Now if we had their bones, or some 
pieces of them, and God should he pleased to work miracles 
by them still, there would be, I am confident, no more reason 
upon this account to give their relics any religious worship, 
now the Apostles are dead, than there was to worship the 
Apostles themselves upon the same account, when they were 
alive. Moreover, God wrought miracles by the Brazen 
Serpent; and yet when the people had fallen to hum incense 
to it, it was broken to pieces,-to his great honour, who opposed 
a zeal with knowledge, to the blind zeal of the people. 

But to deal freely, I am not fully satisfied that these mi¬ 
racles, by the bodies of saints and martyrs, were half so fre- 

S uent as the noise that was made of them in this age, or in 
le next, would make us believe. I more than fear, that those 
times were too credulous, or that the writings of those Fathers 
have met with more foul play than has been yet discovered, 
though no small discoveries of that kind have been made since 

N 2 
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the Reformation. It is some prejudice against the credibility 
of those relations, that in the three first ages we hear nothing 
of miracles wrought by relics; which we are not to wonder at, 
because they lay quiet in their graves ; and the ancient Church 
was so little concerned in this religion of relics, that the bodies 
of martyrs that suffered under Diocletian and Licinius,* 
that is, at the end of the third, and the beginning of the 
fourth age, lay undiscovered, till chance or pretended re¬ 
velations brought them to light; which is a manifes®argu- 
ment, that the ancient Church knew nothing of these matters, 
and that they had their beginning in the declension of the 
fourth age. Again, if the bodies of martyrs ordinarily dis¬ 
covered themselves by a gift of miracles, I wonder how it 
came to be so ordinary* thing to counterfeit relics, as it was. 
For wh% would dare to put off the bones of a malefactor, for 
the bones of a martyr, if it was known that true relics would 
distinguish themselves from false, by true miracles ? And 
yet St. Austin himself complains of a multitude of cheating 
fellows in his time,*)* “ that were scattered up and down in the 
habit of monks, wandering about from province to province, 
sent no whither, fixed no where, staying no where ; some of 
which professed the trade of selling the bones of martyrs, if 
you will believe they were martyrs’ bones.” It would require 
a volume to shew the boldness that was taken in after times. 
God has given to a man* but one head, and one pair of hands; 
but the religion of relics has found more than one a-piece for 
many of the saints and martyrs : and when they all work mi¬ 
racles, I must needs believe that some of them are counterfeit 
miracles; and if I can yet discern no difference, I would 
know why they should not all go for counterfeit. For when 
God works miracles, they are too plain, for the most part, to 
be denied, even by those whose interest it is to deny them. 

But when I consider St. Chrysostom’s judgment in the case, 
I must confess myself to be under a mighty prejudice against 
the credibility of most relations of this sort that went in that 
age. I well remember that he somewhere gives express 
caution against listening after miracles : but in one place, never 
to be forgotten, very pertinently to the occasion of his dis¬ 
course, he argues in this manner :% “ Because now there are 

* Ambros. de Exhort, ad Virg. [vol. 2. p. 277, &c. Par. 1690.] Sozom. 
lib. 9. c, 2. [p. 366. Cantab. 1720.] 
t Aug. de Opere Monach. c. 28. [ut supra, vol. 6. p. 498.] 
t Cbrya. Horn. 6. in 1 Cor. ii. [vol. 10. p. 45,46. Par. 1732.] 
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no miracles wrought, do not thou take this for an argument, 
that none were wrought then (in the Apostles* days): for 
then it was profitable that they should be wrought; but now it 
is profitable that they should not be wrought.’* But how, 
says he, “does it come to pass, that signs should be profitable 
then, and not so now?” Then he shews, that the continu¬ 
ance of miracles would lessen the rewardableness of faith; and 
“ for this reason,” says he, “ they are not now wrought. And 
that^is is the truth, you may see by what our Lord said to 
Thomas: 4 Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.* By how much therefore a more convincing miracle 
is shewn, so much is the praise and reward of faith 
lessened: wherefore, if now also miracles were done, the same 
inconvenience would follow.” But for a farther answer, he 
adds, That althoughwihey had now no miracles, y^ several 
predictions had been accomplished, which was a "ntinued 
confirmation of the truth of Christianity ; and moreover, that 
the good fives and examples of Christians werfe now more 
necessary for the conviction of unbelievers, than miracles: for, 
says he, 4 ‘ It is the want of primitive sanctity, rather than of 
miracles, which makes men still remain in their unbelief.” 

Which testimony of so judicious a man, is a plain argument 
that miracles were at least very rare in his time; and that 
every martyr’s bones did not do the same wonders that Baby- 
las’s bones were said to have done in Julian’s time. 

I may therefore be well excused, if I impute that noise of 
miracles, which was so loud in this and the next age, in great 
part to the credulity of the age, and to the difficulty of stand¬ 
ing against that torrent of zeal for the honour of the martyrs, 
which had carfted most men already beyond the bounds of 
antiquity. 

What shall a man make of that story which St. Jerome 
tells of Hilarion’s relics? How Hesychius, a holy man, 
ventured his fife to steal the body of Hilarion the monk, out of 
the garden of Cyprus, where he was buried, to carry it to 
Palestine; and how Constantia took it so to heart, that she 
died upon it. For this religious woman was wont, it seems, 
to watch whole days and nights at his sepulchre; and for the 
helping of her prayers, to talk with him as if he was present.* 
I should think it is not much for the credit of religion, to 
represent a holy man plundering a grave, and a holy woman 


* Hieron. de vita Hilarionis. tom. 1. p. 98. Colon, [ut supra, p. 40.] 



182 


THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


breaking her heart for the loss of the body : but if we must 
believe the story, miracles followed the stolen body ; and yet 
they tarried in the place from \fhence it was stolen: so that 
Hesychius indeed, and they of Palestine, were considerable 
gainers; but Constantia was not so great a loser as she 
thought. For thus the relation goes on : we see to this day 
a wonderful contention between those of Palestine and those of 
Cyprus ; one pretending to his body, the other to his spirit. 
And yet in both places there are great miracles done eve4pday, 
but more in the garden of Cyprus, and that perhaps because 
he loved that place best. 

If miracles were done in both places, I aip pretty well 
satisfied that Gpd did not thereby intend to demonstrate 
either the clearness of Hesychius, or the discretion of 
Constantia in this business, nor approve the violent passion of 
either offltiem for relics. I do not deny but they might both 
of them be holy persons, but it was not for such things as 
these; and if this part of their story had been omitted, their 
reputation for sanctity had lost nothing by it. What there¬ 
fore was it that God testified by these miracles ? I answer 
with all submission, that he testified the truth of that religion 
in which Hilarion died; of that religion for which the maTtyrs 
died, the most holy religion which was first taught by Jesus, 
then by the Apostles, then by the primitive ages of Chris¬ 
tianity after the Apostles; not of any sentiments or practices, 
which neither the holy Jesus taught, nor his Apostles ; and 
which the primitive Church was a stranger to. This I am 
sure I have learned from St. Austin,* in the place before- 
mentioned, who makes the testimony of those miracles that 
were wrought at the memories of the martyrs, t<? aim at nothing 
but the confirmation of the faith for which they suffered. And 
if I should say, that they who can he content with the old 
religion, may and ought to be content also with the old 
miracles, I should say no other thing than what I could justify 
by his authority : and which is something more, that we are 
now to try doctrines not by new miracles, but by the Scrip¬ 
tures, which we are sure deliver to ns the will of God testified 
by miracles. But if God is pleased to add new miracles, out 
of his abundant goodness, I do not doubt but such miracles 
are a confirmation of the old religion, as St. Austin*)* tells us 

* Aug. de Unit. Eccles. c. 16. 

t De Ciritat. Dei, lib. 22. c. 9. [ut supra, vol. 7. p. 673.] 
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those were, which God wrought at the memories of the 
martyrs. But those miracles did by no means canonize the 
weakness of any holy pcrso^ in the matter of martyrs or 
saints, and relics ; not the indiscretion of Hesychius or Con¬ 
stantin; nor did they give any authority at all to such 
examples. 

I suppose the gentlemen of the Church of Rome will grant 
tills without any trouble ; but I question whether they may 
not b# displeased at the producing of this story, which, without 
any more ado, looks so like a satire upon the great author from 
whom I had it. But what a hard case is ours! Monsieur de 
Meaux, and the pretended Catholics, think to bear us down 
(who honour the relics of the saints no otherwise than the 
truly primitive Church did) by the authority of the later 
Fathers that lived towards the end of the fourth age. It has 
been often shewn, that the judgment and practice of that age, 
in the matter of relics, is very different from what we now see 
in the Church of Rome. But the argument is still urged upon 
us, as if nothing had been said to it. What have we therefore 
to do, but to shew, that so far as there is any agreement 
between the Church of Rome, and that age of the Church in 
the use of relics, they should urge it very modestly, and with¬ 
out bqasting. We do profess a reverence for those excellent 
men, as M. de Meaux* grants ; we acknowledge their sanctity 
and learning, and we praise God for the benefits which the 
Church hath received by their means. But we do not think 
their authority equal to that of the Apostles, or of the Fathers 
of the three first ages. And we are very sorry that the impor¬ 
tunity of our adversaries puts us upon a necessity of confess¬ 
ing, that these great men (as M. de Meaux deservedly calls 
them) did, in the heat of their concern for relics, sometimes 
say and do Such little things, as plainly shewed they were but 
men. We had been very glad, if our English Romanists 
would not have done this part of the controversy into English, 
nor obliged us to take off that veil a little, wherewith we have 
covered the least commendable characters of these excellent 
men. Nay, we have that reverence for their sanctity and 
learning, that we are still very willing to believe their writings 
to have been corrupted in those places, which afford this kind 
of stories. And though St. Jerome affirms, that he wrote 
the life of Ililarion ; yet I must confess, this is so weak a part 
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of it, which I have mentioned, that I am sometimes almost 

? ersuaded that somebody has been making bold to mend him. 

am sure there appears such Pfepirit of superstition and cre¬ 
dulity in these passages, at the end of St. Iiilarion’s life—of 
superstition in the persons spoken of, and of credulity in the 
relator—that St. Jerome is a great deal more beholden to 
them that cannot be satisfied they are his, than to those that 
can. 

But to proceed: I have already observed that the affection 
of this age to the martyrs was expressed by a frequent and 
continual resort to their tombs or memories: and that when 
Christians obtained the deliverance or relief which they sought, 
it was believed to be in great part the effect of the martyrs’ 
favour with God ; which in many persons grew into a persua¬ 
sion, that the martyrs were present at their* memories. And 
in this persuasion they were confirmed by apparitions, which 
were at least believed to be seen there, since it gave occasion 
to some questions then, and to a great controversy afterward, 
whether they were the souls of the martyrs, or whether they 
were angels that appeared. 

But the great question is, whether in those applications to 
the memories of their martyrs, they called upon God only, or 
the martyrs also. For here it is that the pretended Catholics 
must find colour of thus much antiquity, if any where;. For 
their appeals to the apostrophes of some of the Fathers in 
their panegyrical orations upon the martyrs, deserve no consi¬ 
deration. If indeed the faithful were wont to call upon the 
martyrs at their memories; this has some appearance of an 
argument for the pretended Catholics. 

I shall therefore first lay down the fact, remembering all 
along that it is the duty of an honest man to deliver things as 
they appear to him, and not to attempt the defence even of 
truth, but only with such arguments, as he is well satisfied of 
the truth of himself. But when the fact is stated, I shall not 
envy the best advantages that our adversaries can make of it. 

That account which St. Austinf gives of the tailor that 
had lost his cloak, and went to the twenty martyrs to pray 
for another, has been often produced as a sufficient demon¬ 
stration that the practice of that age was to call upon the 
martyrs themselves. But to this it is answered on the other 

* Aug. de Cura pro Mortuis, c. 16. [Ibid. vol. 6. p. 528.] 
f Ad viginti Martyres oravit. 
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side, that no more can be certainly concluded from hence, 
than that the tailor went to the memory of the twenty 
martyrs, and there prayed to God: as it is said of others, that 
they* went to the memory of St. Stephen, and there prayed 
that God would give them what they wanted; which is a 
defensible interpretation of such passages. For the appli¬ 
cation that was made to the martyrs by going to their memories 
or churches, and the hope of prevailing by their intercessions, 
did not necessarily imply any invocation of the martyrs: but 
the supplicant believing them to be present at their memories, 
and to observe the prayers that were made to God there, might 
hope for the benefit of their intercession, without speaking to 
them. As for St. Austin himself, what liis opinion was con¬ 
cerning the presence of the martyrs, I shall shew in another 
place. 

But some of St. Chrysostom’s homilies are produced with 
no little assurance, to shew not only that the saints were 
invocated at their memories, but that he approved it too. 
Aud indeed St. Chrysostom’s authority, in a doubtful maimer, 
would bear a little boasting : that age did not afford a man 
superior to him in true judgment, perhaps not his equal. But 
then it is but a fair request, that those homilies be not 
obtruded upon us for his, of which it is very doubtful whether 
they be his or not: those, for instance, to the people of 
Antioch; the Greek copies whereof could not be found in any 
ancient library. I interpose this, not for the. service of a 
cause, but for the honour of St. Chrysostom, than whom no 
man abounds more with exhortations to pray to God, upon 
such considerations as these: “ Thou mayest always and 

incessantly call upon God, and shall meet with no difficulty ; 
for there is no need of door-keepers to introduce thee, of 
stewards or procurators, of guards or friends; but when thou 
comcst by thyself, then will he most of all hear thee, even 
when thou beseechest none else. We do.not so effectually 
incline him, when we entreat by others, as when we do it by 
ourselves.”f How this can be reconciled with two or three 
passages (which, if they be his, do manifestly imply his 
approbation of calling upon the martyrs at their memories), 
I cannot for my part understand; especially that in the con- 

* Visum est ut iret ad memoriam S. Stephani, et illic quantum posset 
oraret, ut Deus illi daret. De Civ. Dei, 1. 22. c. 8. [ut supra, vol. 7. 

p. 668.] 

t Chrys. in 4 Psal. [ut supra, vol. 5. p. 8, 9.] 
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elusion of the homily upon Bernix, &c. which I shall examine 
by and bye. For to avoid contention about a matter not 
necessary to the cause in hand, I will proceed upon that testi¬ 
mony, as if it were St. Chrysostom’s. But whatever St. 
Chrysostom’s opinion was concerning the thing itself, I think 
it cannot reasonably be denied, that we have his testimony 
that it was done: for describing the magnificence of the 
monuments of the saints, which were* “ more splendid than 
the palaces of kings, not only for the greatness and beauty of 
their building, but which was more for the great resort of 
devout people thither;” be goes on thus : “for thither even 
he that is clothed with purple, goes-to embrace their monu¬ 
ments, and laying by his stateliness, he stands entreating the 
saints, that they would intercede with God for him ; and he that 
wears a crown, desires the patronage of a tent-maker, and a 
fisherman who died long since.” I cannot approve Chamier’s 
rendering this place, who supposes the emperor is here brought 
inf not entreating, but only needing the intercession of the 
saints. His criticism is too subtle, and docs not well accord 
with the place. But be that as it will, I must confess a few 
intimations of the fact will sen e to make me conclude, that 
very many devout people did, besides their prayers to God, 
which they made at the memories of the martyrs, entreat also 
of the martyrs themselves the benefit of their intercessions to 
God for them; and that because it w r as generally believed that 
they were present at their memories. 

For if such an opinion should prevail amongst any con¬ 
siderable number of Christians any where, that the soids of 
martyrs or other saints, were to be conversed with in any 
certain place, where the people could come within their bear¬ 
ing ; it is hardly to be imagined that all, or indeed the most, 
should restrain themselves from going thither to desire their 
prayers. And their guides, who themselves believed the 
presence of the martyrs, would, in all likelihood, be more 
forward to commend than to reprove them for it, unless they 
should be well aware of the ill consequences it might produce. 
And therefore I do not wonder that this new conceit of the 
presence of the martyrs at tlieir memories, should carry the 
Christians of those times thither very frequently, and many 
of them to desire the martyrs to pray for them. This per¬ 
suasion helped forward the devotion of the age, and was 


* Chrys, in 2 Epitst. ad Corinth|Verfi. fin. 
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apparently countenanced by some of the Fathers, and it should 
seem was winked at by all, only St. Austin seemed to doubt 
of it, as we shall see presently. 

But St. Basil made no question of it, and therefore mani¬ 
festly approved the'practice that was grounded upon it. For 
thus he speaks concerning the memory of the forty martyrs : 
“ Here,” says he,* “a religious woman is found praying for 
her children, and desiring a safe return for her husband that 
is abroad, and recovery for her sick husband.” And then he 
adds, “ Let your prayers be made with the martyrs.” I know 
this passage enforceth no more, than that the prayers made 
in those places to God, would excite the martyrs to join their 
intercessions with those of the devout Christian. And, 
perhaps St. Basil seems to approve this way, more than ealbng 
upon the martyrs thqjpjselves; because he says, “Let your 
prayers be made with (not to) the martyrs.” But that some 
Christians did speak to the martyrs too, and were not reproved 
for it, is, I think, very plain, from what St. Basil says in his 
oration upon Mamas the martyr : “You remember the mar¬ 
tyr,” says he, “ as many of you as have enjoyed him in 
dreams; as many of you as coming to this place, have had 
his help towards your prayers; as many of you as having 
called to him by name,f have found him present by his works ; 
as many travellers as he hath brought home again,” &c. For 
here 1 cannot but think that Mamas’s being called by name, 
signifies more than a bare wish, that he would pray for those 
that are spoken of: especially considering how very natural 
it was for a belief of the presence of the martyrs in some 
places, to breed the custom of addressing to them, as a man 
would do to his friend that is within the compass of hearing : 
so that I will not go about to put any other construction upon 
these words, than this plain one, that some of St. Basil’s 
auditors had called to Mamas by name, to pray for them, and 
to assist them in the procuring of that which they had desired 
of God, or were about to desire of him. 

And here (to use the words of the excellent Bishop Usher) % 
“ a man may easily discern the breeding of a disease, and as 
it were the grudgings of that ague, that brake out afterwards 
into a pestilential fever.” 

* Basil, in 40 Martyr, [vol. 2. p. 218. Par. 1839.] 

f 'O vofian K\rj9eiQ. Basil. Homil. 26 de S. Mara, [ufc supra, p. 
259.} 

$ Answer to Jesuits’ Challenge, p. 444. 
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I am not insensible what colours this plain and honest 
dealing may afford to those of the Roman communion, who 
do not seek for truth, nor are willing that others should find 
it. What will they now say, hut that we begin to confess 
“ the establishment of the invocation of 'saints in the fourth 
age?” Monsieur de Meaux has said it already upon less 
occasion given. But we cannot help it, if our concessions be 
misrepresented by the artifices of some of them, and super¬ 
ficially looked upon by the rest. For my own part, I had 
rather another man should make a disingenuous advantage of 
my dealing truly in defence of the truth, than go about to take 
away from him the occasion of using .a pious fraud, by being 
guilty of a pious fraud myself. 

But I will now be bold to say, that there is so vast a difference 
between the practice of some Christians in the fourth age, who 
recommended themselves to the prayers of the martyrs; and 
between the invocation of Saints, which is now practised and 
contended for in the Church of Rome, that the allowance of 
the former will by no means infer the latter : the fore-men¬ 
tioned great man nas shewn the difference in several particulars, 
well worth every honest and prudent man’s consideration, that 
desires to inform himself in this matter. And to* him I shall 
the rather refer the inquisitive reader for them; because I 
will here add two other differences, which may of themselves 
be sufficient to shew, that M. de Meaux, who says we begin 
to acknowledge that the “invocation of saints was established 
in the fourth age,” would be very much beholden to us, if we 
should make such an acknowledgment: for when the truth 
comes to be understood, it amounts to this, and no more: that 
there were but some beginnings and steps made towards this 
practice, at the latter end of the fourth age ; and that these 
beginnings were not then established neither. 

For first, the instances produced to shew, that devout 
people were wont to recommend themselves to the prayers of 
the martyrs, do generally shew that they did it at the respective 
memories of those martyrs, where the martyrs were believed 
to be within hearing; which, as I shall presently shew, makes 
a great difference in the case. In the mean time, I do not 
assert that it was universally believed that the souls of the 
martyrs were present at their memories; for St. Austinf him- 

* Ibid, from p. 44b, to p. 457. 

t Aug. de Cura pro Mortals, c. 16. [ut supra, vol. 6. p. 528.] 
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seif durst not affirm it; and though he thought men fared 
the better for the prayers of the. martyrs, yet whether they 
heard those who called to them at their memories, or wherever 
else they were thought to have appeared, he professed that it . 
passed the strength of his understanding; and this, although 
he allowed greater privileges to the martyrs than to other 
saints. St. Austin could not digest an opinion, that St. Jerome 
indeed made no difficulty to admit, that a martyr could at the 
same time be in places very distant from onp another. He 
that will consult St. Jerome* * * § about his reason, may find it in 
a littie compass; and when he has done, he will be satisfied 
that I do not forbear the mentioning of it for any disadvantage 
it would bring to our cause. But that which I at present 
assert, is this: that where we find the faithful desiring any 
relief by the prayer^, of the martyrs (whether they prayed to 
the martyrs themselves or not), we still find them at the proper 
memories of those martyrs. ThusflSt. Basil, just now quoted: 

“ You that coming to this place have found him an helper 
to your prayer.” Thus St. Jerome also represents Constantia 
at the tomb of Hilarion, in the relation already mentioned. 
And thus St. Austin,*}* in that famous chapter of miracles 
done by the memories of martyrs, where that relief, which was 
supposed to be obtained by the twenty martyrs, was asked at 
their memory, and not at St. Stephen’s ; as St. Stephen was 
supposed to help those that prayed at his memory. In like 
manner St. Chrysostom, who brings in the emperor doing 
that honour to the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, as to stand 
entreating their prayers: St. Chrysostom, I say, introduces 
him to their monuments or memories ; where it was that this 
honour was done to them. And so in the oration upon Bemix, 
Prosdoce, and Domnina, we find this exhortation: “ Let us 
not only upon this (anniversary) festival, but upon other days 
also stick close to them, and entreat them that we may obtain 
their patronage.” X The same observation holds, if you go to 
the oration upon the Egyptian martyrs, § and to that upon 
Ignatius ; and indeed it holds so generally, that it should in 
reason interpret any place that mentions invocation of the 
martyrs, where it is not evidently expressed that it was done 
at their memories; I mean, as I said before, their respective 

* Hieron. adv. Vigilant, tom. 2. pr. 158. [ut supra, p. 387.] 

t De Civ. Dei, lib. 22. c. 8. [ut supra, vol. 7. p. 668.] 

X Chrys. tom. 5. Horn. 65. [ut supra, vol. 2.p. 645.] 
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memories ;* unless some other place be distinctly mentioned, 
as in that place of St. Austin now referred to j where the 
presence of the martyr, out of his memory, was supposed to 
be witnessed by his appearing or by his works. But this was 
very extraordinary. The usual way of soliciting the prayers 
of a martyr, was to go to his memory. 

The hardest passage of all to be accounted for by this rule, 
is that of St. Ambrose,f where he tells the widows that the 
angels are to be entreated as well as the martyrs: for though 
later times have found relics of angels, yet they had none then. 
The whole place is something obscure, yet I will try to give 
the best account of it that I can.' His business was to per¬ 
suade widows to continue unmarried ; and he tells them that 
by good works and devotion they would gain the assistance 
and prayers of the apostles and martyrs, who would now 
help those who were not akin to them, as effectually as they 
helped their kindred by #ieir prayers when they were upon 
earth. And then he has these words, “ I would to God that 
there was somebody who could so readily pray for us! or 
indeed that very Peter who prayed for his wife’s mother, and 
Andrew his brother; for then they were able to obtain for 
their kindred, now they can obtain for us and for all.” I can 
make nothing of this, but that St. Ambrose was not sure St. 
Peter and St. Andrew were near en'ougli to have their prayers 
desired, or to be spoken to; though the best way to engage 
their prayers, and to have them near us, was to abound in 
alms and devotion. But then he adds : “ The angels are to be 
entreated, who are given to us to be our guardians. The 
martyrs are to be entreated, whose patronage we seem to chal¬ 
lenge after a sort, by having the pledge of their bodies. They 
can pray against our sins, who had washed away their own 
sins, if they had any, by their own blood.” So that the con¬ 
clusion seems to be this: that although the best way of en¬ 
gaging all the apostles and martyrs, was to abound in alms 
and prayers ; yet it would be very good also for every one to 
entreat his guardian angel to pray for him, and to desire the 
same of those martyrs, whose relics were a pledge of their 
nearness and presence. If this be not the meaning of St. 
Ambrose (for I do not love to be confident about the meaning 
of a place that is not very clear), I shall be glad to be better 

* Aug. de Ciara, ubi supra, 
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instructed. If it be, this is a farther confirmation of what I 
have observed, that the calling upon martyrs in those days 
went by their relics and memories. And by the way, this 
single instance of advising to entreat the angels too, seems to 
proceed upon the common reason, vis. a supposition of the 
presence of those angels, that God had given for our guard. 
And it was a current opinion amongst some of the Greek 
Fathers (whom St. Ambrose studied and imitated very indus¬ 
triously), that every good man had his angel; though I am not 
satisfied that any but St. Ambrose carried the opinion to this 
conclusion, that men should entreat their angels to pray for 
them. 

So that notwithstanding the singularity of St. Ambrose in 
advising to call upon angels, I see little reason why he should 
be thought to speak in this fashion, merely because he was in 
comparison but a novice in Christianity when he wrote this 
book. Towards the end of his life he seemed to be as fond as 
ever he had been of the relics of martyrs, and very desirous to 
make his prayers over them, if Paulinus* * * § may, be believed; 
who observed, that if the holy priest went to pray in a place 
at which he had never been seen to pray before, this was a 
token that he knew by revelation, the body of some martyr to 
lie hid thereabouts. So that although the bodies he then speaks 
of were soon translated into the Church of the Apostles; yet 
St. Ambrose would lose no time, but went forthwith to say his 
prayers to God at the places where they lay buried, and pro¬ 
bably enough to speak to them too; believing that they were 
there near enough to observe and hear him, and that they 
would assist him with their prayers. 

Thus Sozomen tells us that Theodosius going out of Con¬ 
stantinople, in his expedition against Eugcnius, and coming to 
the seventh mile, there prayed to God,f and likewise called to 
John the Baptist to help him.! I shall not need to insist upon 
the difference of expression, praying to God, and calling to the 
saint, though several instances might be produced in favour of 
such an observation. For here also we find that the place 
where the Emperor§ prayed to God, and withal called upon 
the Baptist, was no other than that church which he had 
built for a memory of St. John Baptist. For it seems, certain 

* Paulinus in vita Ambros. Paris. Amb. 
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monks of the Macedonian heresy were said to have found the 
head of the Baptist at Jerusalem ; which after several removes. 
Was at last brought by Theodosius to Constantinople, in the 
suburbs whereof he buried it, and erected a stately church 
over it: so that here the relics of the martyr were a pledge of 
his presence and patronage ; and here it was that Theodosius 
did not only pray to God, but called to the saint for his assist¬ 
ance too. Ituffinus* indeed tells us that he sought help by 
the intercession of other saints ; but where was it ? Not here 
at St. John Baptist’s memory; but where the relics of the 
apostles and martyrs were kept, that is, in other memories. 
But when the Emperor was come into Italy, and had the enemy 
before him in the field; though we find that he prayed, yet there 
is not the least intimation of calling upon the Baptist, or upon 
any other saint there. It is only said that prostrating]* him¬ 
self upon the ground he prayed with tears, and God presently 
heard his prayers. But though the victory was, without all 
question, to be ascribed to God, yet Sozomen relates a strange 
story, which he had taken, as it seems, upon common report, 
how the devil ascribed it to John the Baptist. Bor the same day 
that.the battle was fought, a man possessed being in the Church 
of St. John Baptist, was heaved up veiy high from the ground, 
and the devil that was in him| railed at the Baptist, and re¬ 
proached him for Having lost his head j but yet could not for¬ 
bear confessing to him in this manner: “Thou overcomest 
me, and defeatest my army.” I confess I am apt to suspect 
foul play in this prank' of the devil, if it were true ; and do 
believe that God ought to have had the glory, not a whit the 
less for the devil’s giving it to the saint. But such kind of 
reports were made use of to confirm people in an opinion of the 
presence, of the martyrs at their memories (for the devil’s 
speaking to John the Baptist here, was his acknowledgment of 
it), and in the practice of making addresses to them there upon 
that account. 

Nothing yet appears to the contrary, but that they who 
thought the martyrs heard when they were spoken to, believed 
their presence to be limited to some certain places, in the com¬ 
pass of which they were within hearing. But I am not so 
vain a a to undertake that there were none in those days who 

* Ruffin. Hist. lib. 2. c, 33. [p. 260. Basil. 1535.] 
t Sozora. lib. 7. c. 24, [Ibid. p. 314.] 
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called upon the martyrs in all places indifferently. For while 
the great men of that age seemed to give a full scope to that 
strain of zeal towards the martyrs, which was now going for¬ 
ward ; it is to be feared rather (though no such thing appears), 
that some of the people made no difference between calling 
upon their martyrs at their memories, or anywhere else. And 
so it certainly was, when one of those sermons* was written 
that are falsely attributed to St. Ambrose. 

But it is enough for my present purpose that the custom of 
calling upon the martyrs at their respective memories was as 
yet very notorious. And this indeed was the ground of that 
scoff of Vigilantius, for which St. Jerome chastises him so 
severely.f “ What/* says he, “ are the souls of the martyrs 
therefore so fond of their own ashes ? Do they hover about 
them, and are alwaysv present with them, lest perhaps if any 
one comes to pray they should be absent, and incapable of 
hearing him ?” To the matter of which question St. Jerome 
was almost silent: but he lashes him for abusing and laughing 
at the relics of the martyrs. The truth is, Vigilantius had hit 
that popular opinion that the martyrs were very much present 
with their relics, and consequently, that the best way to be sure 
of them, was to go to the churches where their relics were, unless 
(which happened very seldom) they should discover a particular 
affection to some other place, as St. Hilarion did to the garden 
of Cyprus, after his relics were stolen out of it. * 

Now therefore, as the first addresses that were made to ihe 
martyrs, had not the nature of prayer or religious invocation 
in any other respect; so neither in this, that they ascribed 
omnipresence to the saints or martyrs. For not only the 
belief of that age but the practice of it too, in seeking tne in¬ 
tercession of the saints, limited their presence to some determi¬ 
nate places, and generally to their respective memories. They 
that called upon the saints at all, did not indifferently call upon 
them in any place, but (if we may gather the general practice 
from such particular instances as we have) they invocated 
them in some certain place only where they were thought to he 
within hearing. Nor can 1 find that they thought it reasonable 
to speak so much as to one saint at the memory of another; 
but rather to every saint at his own. 

Which makes the addresses of those times to the martyrs 

* Serm. de Pest. Nazarii et Celsi. tom. 4. 

f Hieron. adv. Vigil, ubi supra, [p. 395.] 
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very different from the invocation of saints in the Church of 
Borne, which hath let her children loose to call upon every 
saint in every place, as occasion requires .; and has furnished 
them with litanies of supplication to all the saints, to be used 
in all places of the world. 

He that cannot see a wide difference between these two 
things, can see nothing. The first practice of all, setting aside 
the ill consequences of it, was (to say the worst of it) but a 
harmless superstition; that is, when as yet the relics of the 
martyrs were entire, and there was but one memory to one. 
The next step indeed was something dangerous, which began 
also in this age, and that was, allowing some of them several 
memories in distant places; at every one of which 1 believe 
they were spoken to by some or other; though it was yet 
pretty well that they confined them all within some bounds. But 
the last practice is an intolerable affront to the Divine Majesty, 
because it does in effect ascribe omnipresence to a creature. 
The progress of the mischief from so small a beginning to so 
strange a conclusion, was plainly this. By dispersing the 
relics of the same martyrs into two or more, and at length into 
many places, their memories were by degrees strangely multi¬ 
plied ; and that, to speak the truth, not inconsiderably in the 
next Age, as appears by Theodoret ;* and so by degrees they 
were allowed a greater, and by the help of new relics (when 
the old ones would bear dividing no longer), still a greater 
compass of presence ; till at last superstition and worldly 
policy together would not allow any bounds at all to be set to 
their presence, but would have them called upon no less than 
God in all places whatsoever. 

This account of the latter practices of the fourth age in this 
matter, and of the grounds of their practice, may perhaps 
deserve to be added to a great many others ; whereby the dif¬ 
ference of the addresses to the martyrs in that age, from the 
Boman invocation of saints, has been shewn. I shall say no 
more of it than that it may appear fair and reasonable to any 
man that shall take the pains to compare one thing with 
another. At least it deserves some consideration ; because, if 
the addresses that were made in that age to the martyrs were 
limited to some certain places, it will destroy an appeal to that 
age for an invocation which is unlimited, and ascribes omni¬ 
presence to the saints. And therefore if in assigning this 

* Theod. de Cur, Grac, Aff. 1. 8. de Mart. [vol. 4. p. 908. Hal. J7C9.] 
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difference, I have proceeded upon a mistake of the practice of 
that age, the gentlemen of the Church of Rome are concerned 
to shew it. And when they do, it will be my part to shew that I 
am not fond of a notion; but can with more ease reject it, 
when it appears to be false, than I entertained it while it 
seemed to be true. 

But then, 2. As the addresses of the fourth age to the 
saints were not properly religious invocations, so neither were 
they established in the Church. There was no public rule or 
order for them, but they were wholly the effects of .a private 
anil voluntary zeal, encouraged by some of the guides of the 
Church, and perhaps connived at by all. They were, I say, 
the actions of so many single Christians, in behalf of them¬ 
selves or tlicir near relations, hut no part of the established 
service of the Church! The Liturgies were everywhere still 
the same, and none but God was called upon in the service 
performed at the religious assemblies of the Church. If the 
pretended Catholics could shew a change in the service of the 
Church about this time, favouring the invocation of saints, 
that indeed were something. But then they must not refer us 
to the shameful interpolations of St. Chrysostom’s, and other 
ancient liturgies. It were an easy matter to be very large 
upon this head; but for a reason I shall mention presently, 
we will for the present go no further than to St. Austin. For 
if his authority be of any weight with them, they will see, 
that whatever was done in the way of private worship by 
single persons, there was no change of the service of the 
Church iu this respect, but that God only was invocated in the 
stated assemblies of the faithful. Let us therefore hear what 
St. Austin says.* “ The Gentiles,” saith he, <c have built 
temples, raised altars, and ordained priests, and offered sacri¬ 
fices to their gods. But we do not erect temples to our martyrs, 
as if they were gods, but memories as to dead men, whose 
spirits live with God. Nor do we erect altars, upon which to 
sacrifice to martyrs, but to one God only do we offer, the God 
of martyrs, and our God; at which sacrifice, as men of God, 
who in confessing him have overcome the world, they are named 
in their place and order ; but they are not invocated by the 
priest who sacrifices.” 

St. Austin plainly speaks of the public service of the 
Church, at the assemblies of the faithful; in which, if we will 


* IJe Civit. Dei, lib. 22. c. 10. [ut supra, vol. 7. p. 673.] 
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take his word, no addresses were made but to God only. And 
he expressly says, “ that the priest who administered the ser¬ 
vice, did not invocate the martyTS, but named them in order, 
as men that had overcome the worldthat is, gave thanks 
and praises to God foT them. And here I am much mistaken, 
or else there is an observable difference intimated between the 
voluntary addresses of single persons to the martyrs at their me¬ 
mories, and between the mention that was made of the martyrs, 
when the faithful assembled for the ordinary service of God at 
the same memories : for when, in voluntary and private devo¬ 
tion, the saints were spoken to, it was still at their respective 
memories; but in the assemblies of the Church for divine 
service, they were indifferently mentioned in their place and 
order, at all the memories of the martyrs, but not invocated. 
But that which I chiefly observe is this: that neither was the 
martyr, whose memory was the place of God’s public service, 
invocated in the prayers of the Church; so that even the ad¬ 
dresses of that age to a martyr, at his own memory, were not 
established by the order and service of the ChuTch ; but left 
to the voluntary zeal of single persons. 

And therefore those passages of this Father, referred to by 
M. de Meaux, make nothing for invocation of saints. St. 
Austin, it seems (though it was a singular opinion of his), 
thought “ it an injury to a martyr* to pray for him, by whose 
prayers we ourselves are to be commended /’ and therefore the 
martyrs were not mentioned in that place of the service, where 
“ other dead persons were commemorated/’ viz. those for 
whom prayer was made. And says he,f “ at the holy table 
we do not so commemorate them, as we do others that rest in 
peace/’ vis. as those “ for whom we pray; but rather as those 
that pray for us, that we may tread in their steps.” Now 
though St. Austin was one of those that doubted whether the 
petition of the faithful arrived to the knowledge of the mar¬ 
tyrs; yet he doubted not that the martyrs prayed for the faith¬ 
ful, which is all that can be proved from these places. But 
what is this to the invocation of them ? which St. Austin also 
expressly denies, in saying “ that they are not invocated by 
the priest who sacrifices.” 

And here we must remember what the ancient Fathers 
meant by the “ Christian sacrifice.” Not only the oblation of 
bread and wine brought by all the people, and presented at 

* De verb. Apost. Serin. 17. [Ibid. vol. 5. p. 765.] 

f Tractat. in Joh. 84. [Ibid. vol. 3. par. 2. p. 709.J 
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the holy table, with the prayers of the priest, nor only the 
consecration of those elements afterwards, to be the memorials 
of Christ’s body and blood, which they first laid before God, 
and then distributed to the faithful: I say, we must remember 
that they did not only mean these visible sacrifices, but like¬ 
wise all the prayers, praises, and thanksgivings of the Church, 
which were vocal sacrifices, together with “ contrition of 
heart,” and all “pious affections” answerable to the outward 
sacrifices; by which the faithful offered up* themselves a 
sacrifice to God. This was “ that reasonable service,” and 
“ unbloody sacrifice,” which the priest, in behalf of all the 
people, solemnly offered up to God. So that St. Austin’s 
meaning is this : that the faithful being assembled at the me¬ 
mories of the martyrs for divine service, the martyrs are not 
invocated by the priest in any part of the administration. 
And therefore the distinction of sacrificial and extra-sacrificial 
prayers will not avoid this testimony, since the prayers of the 
faithful, at their religious assemblies, were nil sacrificial 
prayers, as being part of the Christian sacrifice. 

And St. Austin, whose testimony this is, did, in'this notion 
of sacrifice, clearly follow the doctrine of the more ancient 
Fathers :f “ Let us observe,” saith he, “ that where God said, 
he would not have sacrifice; there it is shewn, that he will 
have sacrifice- He willetli not the sacrifice of a slain beast, 
but he will have the sacrifice of a contrite heart.” And after¬ 
wards he addcth these instances, as the ancients had done be¬ 
fore him. The Psalmist saith, “ Offer unto God the sacrifice 
of praise, and pay thy vows to the Most High, and call upon 
me in the day of tribulation, and I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me.” 

It is true, that he sometimes distinguisheth the “ visible ob¬ 
lations” of the Church, from prayers and praises ; as where 
he argues, that the “visible sacrifices”J are to be offered up to 
God only, whose “ visible sacrifice” we ourselves are in our 
hearts; as in vocal prayer and praise we pray to God, and 
praise him only, to whom we offer the devotion of the heart. 
But though in that place he doth not call prayers and praises 
“ sacrifices,” as he doth elsewhere very frequently; yet even 
there he taketh it for granted, that when the faithful were as¬ 
sembled for praying to God, and praising him, they addressed 
themselves to none but to him. 

* Aug. de Civ. lib. 10. c. 6. [Ibid. vol. 7. p. 242.] 
t Ibid. lib. 10. c. 5. [Ibid. vol. 7. p. 241.] 
t Ibid. c. 19. [p. 255.] 
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It is bo plain, even from this Father, that the invocation of 
martyrs and saints, was no part of the service of the Church, 
that I have thought fit to insist only upon his testimony; 
especially since M. de Meaux has been pleased to bring in the 
words of the Council of Trent, explaining their practice in in- 
vocating the saints: “ Because,” saith he, ** the Council doth 
almost make use of the words of this holy bishop.” Let us 
first hear the words of the Council: “ The Church does not 
offer sacrifices to the saints, but to God alone, who has crowned 
them: the priest also does not address himself to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, saying, I offer up to you this sacrifice; but ren¬ 
dering thanks to God for their victories, he demands their 
assistance, to the end that thoSe, whose memory we cele¬ 
brate upon earth, would vouchsafe to pray for us in heaven.” 
Now let us hear the words of St. Austin, in that place to 
which M. de Meaux refers. “ But we do not appoint temples, 
priesthoods, holy rites, and sacrifices, to the martyrs, because 
not they, but their God is our God. Indeed, we honour the 
memories of martyrs, as of holy men, &c. But who of the 
faithful ever heard the priest, standing at the altar, though 
erected for the honour and worship of God, over the holy 
body of a martyr,* to say in the prayers, I offer sacrifice to 
thee, O Peter, or Paul, or Cyprian; when at their memories it 
is offered to God, who made them both men and martyrs, and 
associated them to the angels in heavenly glory : that by this 
solemnity we may give thanks to the true God for then’ vic¬ 
tories, and that we, by renewing in ourselves the remembrance 
of them, may be excited, by imitating them, to strive for such 
crowns and palms as they have obtained,f the same true 
God being invocated for our assistance.” It seems 
there is almost no difference made by putting the saints instead 
of God. Let M. de Meaux lay his hand upon his heart, and 
tell us honestly for once, whether “eodem, invocata in auxilium 
do not refer to the true God spoken of before, and not to the 
saints ? And if so, what is there in this passage of the " holy 
bishop,” that makes for the invocation of saints ? 

And now M» de Meaux may go on as Jong as he thinks fit 
to make triumphs, upon our " acknowledgment, £ that during 
the fourth century, the Church desired the prayers of martyrs, 
and honoured relics.” For he goes on in this strain, in his 

* Aug. de Civitat. lib. 8. c. 27. [p. 217.] 

I Eodcm invocato in Auxilium. [Ibid.J 

X Pastoral Letter, [ut supra,] p. 29. 
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late Pastoral Letter; where he declaims so tragically against 
those that (if you will believe him) charge idolatry upon the 
“ illustrious fourth age; yea, that very age wherein the pro¬ 
phecies of the kingdom of Jesus Christ were accomplished 
more manifestly than ever; when the kings of the earth, till 
then persecutors of the name of Jesus, became, according to 
ancient oracles, his adorers.” My Lord the Bishop of Meaux 
knew when it was convenient to use the style of a perfect gen¬ 
tleman. But since he wrote his Exposition,* the case of 
some of liis countrymen is something altered, though the cause 
he the same. Now the blasphemies of the Protestants put 
liim into fits of amazement, and he cannot telly ‘‘what horror 
they are worthy of.” But to do him right, he keeps true to one 
old principle, that will, 1 believe, be dear to him as long as he 
lives : J “ Once more, my brethren, let us not dispute, let us 
not run into controversy.” No, by no means; for it is much 
easier to declaim than to dispute ; to take things for granted, 
than to prove them ; and to make general flourishes, than to 
enter into examination of particulars. What can be more 
easy than to exclaim in this manner ?§ “ The Ambroses, the 
Augustines, the Jeromes, the Gregories of Nazianzcn, the 
Basiliuses, and the Chrysostoms, whom all Christians have 
respected, even till now, as the doctors of truth !” But hold 
a little; if great names will do the business, let us see what we 
can do in this kind: “ Can you endure, my brethren, those 
who have forsaken the Irenseuses, the Justin Martyrs, the 
Clemenses of Alexandria, the Tertullians, the Origens, the 
Cyprians, the Athanasiuses, whom all Christians do pretend 
even now to respect as doctors of truth 1 Those, my brethren, 
that were more ancient than the Ambroses, &c. and most of 
whom laid down their lives in a glorious martyrdom, which 
none of the others did. It is true, brethren, || that some part 
of ‘ the prophecies’ was fulfilled when the Empire took the 
Church into its protection; but we do not find it was fore¬ 
told also, that the Christians of that age would he wiser 
or better than their forefathers. Does not M. de Meaux 
tell us, ‘ that Antichrist must come according to the 
predictions of the Apostles.’ But when that happens, the 
times are not to be much the better for it. It was the admi¬ 
rable goodness of God to crown the Church at last with peace 


* [Ibid.] p. 30. 
§ [Ibid.] p. 30. 


t [Ibid.] p. 29. 
|| [Ibid.] p. 29. 
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and glory. But do not think the authority of that age is to he 
regarded the more, because it was illustrious for the wealth 
and splendour of this world, lest, by the same reason, you 
should undervalue the authority of the more ancient ages, 
which were illustrious for nothing but truth, and godliness, 
and martyrdom; which if you will do, my brethren, might we 
not well cry out, * O prodigy, unheard of amongst Christians!’ 
That we should begin to think it a better mark of a pure 
Church, to have it in her power to persecute others, than to 
endure persecution herself after the example of Christ and 
his Apostles.” 

It is an easy matter to requite a declamation. But would 
not the Bishop of Meaux say to this, that the Irenaeuses, &c. 
do not condemn what is now practised in the Church of Rome ? 
So do we say, that we are far from charging the Ambroses, &c. 
with idolatry; and that the doctrines and practices of that 
age, with respect to the points that we are upon, are so vastly 
different from what we now see in the Church of Rome, that if 
the Church of Rome be idolatrous, it does by no means follow, 
that the fourth age was so. So that we must come to dis¬ 
puting at last, whether we will or no, if we talk of these 
questions to any purpose. 

I have shewn the first steps that were made towards the 
invocation of saints, which 1 confess is an innovation main¬ 
tained by the Church of Rome, that of all the rest bids the 
fairest for antiquity: because there was a certain address to 
martyrs used by many Christians, and commended by some of 
the Fathers towards the latter end of the fourth age, which 
looks something like it, till you come near to examine the 
matter thoroughly. But then you may discern so considerable 
a difference, that it is a vain thing to pretend, that the invo¬ 
cation of saints, as now practised in the Church of Rome, was as 
ancient as the conclusion of the fourth age. And what we need 
to grant, is this: that those beginnings are so ancient, which 
first did give occasion to it, and which, with the help of igno¬ 
rance and superstition, did at length bring it into the Church. 

§.11. Hitherto the honour done to the martyrs, was that of 
founding churches upon their relics, and frequenting them 
both for the public service of God, and for private devotions; 
in which the martyrs themselves were sometimes called upon, 
as if they were present at their memories. But this was done 
before their images came to be set up in the Church so much 
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as for ornament, and long before they were thought of for 
worship. We have already noted the act of Epiphanius, in 
tearing down the picture of Christ, or some saint (for he 
knew not well what it was), which he found upon a veil: an 
act of indignation so much the more remarkable, because the 
church where it was done was in the diocese of John bishop 
of 'Jerusalem ; to whom therefore* Epiphanius thought fit to 
give an account of it in that epistle which is to be seen in St. 
Jerome’s works: and the reason he gives for what he did is 
as remarkable as the action was. “ When I saw this in a 
church of Christ, that the picture of a man should be hanged 
up there, against the authority of Scriptures, I tare it,” &c. 
And again, “ I entreat thee to command the presbyters of that 
place to provide for the future, that such veils, being contrary 
to what our religion allows, may not be hanged up in the Church 
of Christ.” - 

But as for the images of martyrs and saints, why should I 
go about to prove, that they were not yet brought into churches, 
when the pretended Catholics are fain to give reasons why they 
were hardly to be met with amongst Christians,'even out of 
churches. Petavius excuseth the matter thus: “ The images 
of Christ and the saints wert not used, lest they should be 
taken by the rude and unskilful people for idols, to which they 
had been accustomed.” And afterward: “ Images are not 
evil of themselves, nor forbidden by any law of God; never¬ 
theless, that no shadow of superstition and idolatry might 
give offence to the tender, and, as I may say, the unsettled 
minds of Christians, and that the Gentiles might not object to 
those of our religion, who abhorred idols, and dissuaded men 
from them, that themselves also had certain images of their 
own ; it is likely they were but sparingly used for about the 
first four ages; all which time, the abominable worship of 
devils in idols, together with a most cruel vexation of the 
Christian name, went on. At length the fifth age being come, 
after that the Church had gained her freedom, and began 
boldly to stretch forth her arms, images began to appear in 
most places, and were shewn in temples and oratories; whereas 
hitherto, though they had been in some use, yet they were 
not to be seen so promiscuously and frequently.” In good 
time! But if such a man as Petavius could have shewn any 

* Hieron. tom. 2. Ep. 60. v. fin. [ut supra, vol, 1. p. 251.] 

t Petav. Dogm. Theol. tom. 4. part. 2. c. 13. p. 582,583. {.Par. 1644.] 
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use of images all this while, that any art could draw to his 
purpose, he had not served the cause with this miserable 
account of the late setting up of images. With the like to 
which Salmcron satisfied himself, as to the silence of the 
Scriptures about the worship of saints, as we have already 
seen. Now to make this appear likely, he insists upon it, that 
the ancients disputed against the temples and altars of the 
heathens; though when peace and liberty was given to the 
Church, the Christians had magnificent churches and altars 
of their own. But nothing ean be more vain ; for from the 
first the Church had its altars or holy tables, and its holy 
places too, such as the times would permit. And therefore 
this instance doth not reach to the case of images, which they 
had not. But where the state of the controversy lav between 
the Christians and the heathens about temples and altars, and 
what was the difference between the one and the other, is too 
long to insert here; and therefore I refer the reader to Mr. 
Mede’s Discourse concerning Churches, Par. 1. Book 2, where 
it is handled with exquisite diligence. 

But if Petavius’s reason hath any probability, why were 
not images brought in presently upon Constantine's coming 
to the empire, at least after the # death of Julian? For then 
the Church enjoyed peace and power; unless it were to be 
said, that by stepping boldly into that .practice (as soon as 
they had gained power), which they had utterly condemned in 
their distress, they knew that they should bring the reproach 
of insincerity upon their profession, and that therefore it was 
more advisable to step into it by degrees. But he that can 
believe this of the ancient Church, must not pretend any great 
reverence for it. 

But whereas Petavius thought this to be the likely reason, 
why we hear not of images so long together, viz. that it would 
furnish the heathens with objections : I shall not fear to oppose 
this conjecture with another, and to say, that it is more likely 
and credible, that if the ancient Fathers had thought it lawful 
to how down to images, and to worship them, they would have 
brought this practice in with one consent; and that because 
the Gentiles had been accustomed to the worshipping of 
images: for it is incomparably more easy to bring men from 
worshipping some images to worship others (as the Jesuits 
know by experience), than from worshipping images, to worship 
none at all. Nay, it is yet more likely that images were 
brought into several churches in the fifth age, in compliance 
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with the inclinations of many of the Gentiles ; who, now the 
Church shined with the glory of the world, thronged into it, 
before they had worn off thebiNuperstition and fondness of 
images ; and that the reason why it was done no sooner, was 
this : that the zeal of the ancient Church against images being 
yet fresh in the minds of men, must needs hinder their coming 
into any use immediately, and leave it to be a work of some 
time. And it is not unlikely that Pctavius himself was well 
aware of these tilings, for otherwise he was not likely to con¬ 
fess, that in “ this controversy about images, we are not to 
have regard to the examples and orders of the more ancient 
Church, but rather of later times which is in more civil 
terms, to confess it was an innovation; for surely this learned 
Jesuit knew better than to say, that in a controversy about 
the antiquity of worshiping images, we ought rather to regard 
later times than the ancient Church. 

But they that will find Church-authority for image-worship, 
must go down yet lower, even beyond the fifth, sixth, and 
seventh ages of the Church. Pictures were in the fifth age 
brought into divers churches, for ornament and instruction. 
The histories of the Old and New Testament, and at length 
the passions of martyrs, and the stories of saints were to be 
seen upon the walls of churches. Indeed when the seventh 
age was now coming in, we find the people of Marseilles began 
to worship images ; which Serenus* their bishop discerning, 
broke them down. Which breaking of them, Gregory the 
Great disallowed, because he thought images were instead of 
books to them that could not read ; hut the worshipping of 
them he disallowed as much as Serenus. It is likely enough, 
that some unwarrantable regard to images began about the 
same time to obtain in other places: for in the seventh age 
there were warm controversies about it, which grew to such 
a heat in the reign of Leo Isaurus, that he commanded the 
images to be broken down. But superstition had gotten such 
a head, tSiat this would not do; for his son Constantine was 
forced to call together a Council (which consisted of 338 
bishops), to put an end to those troubles, if it might be done. 
And they did their parts effectually ; for they did not only 
decree against the worshipping of images, hut the retaining 
of them. Now thirty years after this, towards the end of the 


* Greg;, lib. 9. Bp. 9. ad Seremun. [fib. II. lnd. 4. Ep. 13. p. 1100. 
Par. 1705] 
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eighth age, another Council was assembled at Nice, by the 
promotion of the Empress Irene; in which image-worship was 
stoutly maintained, but with Sbch kind of arguments, that if 
I were for the worship of images, I should be very well con¬ 
tent to lose the advantage of the Council’s authority, provided 
I might never be reproached with their reasoning. The cause 
was upheld by Adrian I. then Bishop of Borne, who sent the 
acts of this second Nicenc Council to Charles the Great. 
Charles calls a Council of Italian, German, and French bishops 
at Frankfort, in which it was determined against the Con- 
stantinopolitan Council, that images might be retained; and 
smartly concluded against these Nicene Fathers, that without 
impiety they could not be worshipped. It was unlucky, that 
the late beginning of antiquity for the worship of images, 
should be discredited by such an authority, and robbed of all 

E retence to universality. And therefore Petavius, as others 
ad done, comforts himself with that vain pretence, that the 
Council of Frankfort* understood not the sense of the Nicene 
bishops. It is a vain pretence, because the acts of the Nicene 
Council lay before the Fathers of Frankfort. But the Nicene 
doctrine was condemned about thirty-two years after this at 
Paris, and was indeed generally opposed in the Western 
Churches. So that it seems there is some reason why image- 
worshippers should not regard the examples and constitutions 
of the ancient, but rather of the latter times of the Church. 

But when began the worship of the blessed Virgin ? And 
why have we forgotten her all this while ? Even because the 
Fathers forgot her first. It is true, we find in Gregory 
Nazianzen’sf Oration upon St. Cyprian, the story of Justina 
the virgin, calling upon the Virgin Mary to defend her against 
the unchaste designs of Cyprian ; who, if we may believe the 
tale, was once a conjuror at Antioch, &c. But by St. Cyprian’s 
life, written by Pontius his deacon, it is evident that this story 
is void of all circumstance of truth.J Baronius himself con¬ 
fesses as much; and by the endeavours that have bfcen used 
to mend the tald for the credit of Gregory Nazianzen, it is 
plain, that there is no remedy, but it must go for an inexcusable 
business: and therefore, if ever there was cause from the 
matter of a writing imputed to a man of great name and 

* Petav. Dog. Th. tom. 5. Par. 2. lib. 15. 
t Greg. Naa. Orat. 18. tom. 1. [vol. 1. p. 279. Par. 1630.] 
t Bar. a.d. 250. N. 5. [at supra, p. 564.] See Daille deObject. Cultus, 
p, 51, &c. [Genev. 1664.J 
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authority, to conclude it is none of his, this equity is to be 
shewn to Gregory Nazianzen ; it being incredible that a man 
of his worth and abilities should either invent such a lie, or be 
made to believe it. I confess it is hard on the one hand, to 
believe that this story should be so dexterously shuffled into 
Nazianzen’s Oration, that the impostor was never discovered; 
yet, on the other hand, it is hard to believe that such a man 
as he should lend his belief and his breath to so absurd a 
fable. 

Epiphanius* also tells us of some Arabian women that 
worshipped the Virgin Mary* by laying a cake before her for 
some days, and offering it up to her, and then eating it 
amongst themselves. But that which he says upon this 
occasion is by no means for the comfort of her worshippers. 
“ Let us,” saith he, ••'put on the spirits of men, and beat 
down the madness of these women.” I know it will be said, 
that this reproof of those that sacrificed to the blessed Virgin 
reaches not those that do not sacrifice to her, but worship 
her without sacrifice. But I am sure Epiphanius makes no 
Buch distinction; “for,” says he, “who of the prophets ever 
allowed that a man should be worshipped, much less a woman V* 
If it was the doctrine of those times, that the blessed Virgin 
was more glorious than the cherubim and seraphim, Epiphanius 
did strangely forget himself and the person he was speaking 
of, when he supposed a man might rather he made an object 
of religious worship than a woman, though the blessed Virgin. 

For thus he goes on: “ Though the Virgin be a chosen 
vessel, she is yet but a woman.—The old error shall not 
reign amongst us, to leave the living God, and to worship 
things that he has made ; for if he will not suffer the angels 
to be adored, how much less the daughter of Joachim and 
Anne, who was born to them as other mortals are born, &c. 
of a father and mother.” If the Virgin had then been invo- 
cated with prayers and hymns, is it to be thought that 
Epiphanius,f who in the foregoing discourse raised the honour 
of the Virgin as high as truth wonld suffer him, would not 
have said it there, or distinguished it from sacrifice here ? 
He says, indeed, “ Let Mary be honoured; but let the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be adored.” But if it had been 

* Epiph. Hteres. 79. fib. 3. tom. 2. adv. Collyrid. [vol. 1. p, 1058. 
Colon. 1682.] 

t Hser. 78. adv. Antidi^m. 
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then as it is now, Epiphanius could not have avoided saying, 
"Let Mary be worshipped with religious invocation indeed, 
but let God only be worshipped with sacrifice/’ But does he 
intimate any thing of this nature ? Nay, he does as plainly 
exclude all religious worship of her, as it was possible to 
exclude a thing which had not then obtained in the Church. 
" For,” says he, “ God did not commit the pow er of baptizing 
to Mary, or of blessing his disciples, or any authority upon 
earth. This only he vouchsafed to her, to be a sanctified 
creature, and worthy to enter into his kingdom.” But it' she 
had been then adored in any sort, and Epiphanius lmd 
approved it, he w r as strangely forgetful of the duty of a good 
writer, not to mention it in this place at least, where the 
plain rules of discourse obliged him, and would have led him 
to it. All whieh makes it evident that we are to take worship 
or adoration here in the proper sense of the word, and not for 
visible sacrifices only. „ And the whole place is the more 
unlucky to the worshippers of the blessed Virgin, because no 
comfort is to be had from that expression of honouring* her, 
which Epiphanius requires we should do. For that by this he 
did not mean any religious worship is, I think, reasonably 
plain, from what he says concerning Eve in this very dis¬ 
course : “ Let our mother Evef be honoured, as being formed 
by God.” I do not know that prayers are said to Eve in the 
Homan Church; but I am confident Epiphanius was a 
stranger to any.such thing in his time. So that if we examine 
these words of worshipping and honouring, as they stand in 
Epiphanius, never so long, they will confess this, and no more, 
that we must think and speak very honourably of Mary, as 
being a most holy woman, and the virgin mother of Jesus ; 
but that we must at no hand adore her with any sort of 
invocation or religious rites whatsoever. And so I shall con¬ 
clude this plain business with the words of Epiphanius: 
" Although Mary be excellently good and holy, and to be 
honoured, she is not yet to be honoured so as to be worship¬ 
ped.” By which we may judge of the modesty or understand¬ 
ing of him, whoever he was, that clapped the name of 
St. Epiphanius to that fulsome prationj concerning the 
blessed Virgin, where the angels, cherubim and seraphim, are 
brought in adoring her, &c. 

As for what we have concerning the blessed Virgin in the 

* tv rifiy lamt M apt a. [Ibid. p. 1064.] # f rifiatrOut. 

t Dc Laudib. Virg. Mar. tom. 2. Epiph. [ut supra, vol. 2, p. 293. J 
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Liturgy, said to be St. Chrysostom's, and pretended to be 
translated by Erasmus, it is all manifest interpolation, being 
directly contrary to St. Chrysostom’s doctrine in his undoubted 
writings. Could he that affirms, that if Christ were not by 
nature the Son of God,* he had been inferior to the angels, 
affirm also that the blessed Virgin (who is naturally no 
goddess) is “ incomparably more glorious than the cherubim 
and seraphim ?” Or that she was unspotted, whom he plainly 
notes for ambition and desire for worldly glory,f and supposes 
to be checked by Jesus for it ? Concerning the blessed Virgin, 
and the privilege she had by being the mother of Jesus, they 
spake in those days as we of the Reformation now do. St. 
Chrysostom be witness for this, in the place last cited. “When 
thou liearest that woman saying, f Blessed is the womb that 
bare thee, and the paj$*that gave thee suck and then him¬ 
self answering, ‘ Yea, rather blessed are they that hear the 
word of God, and keep itdo not think that these words 
argued contempt of his mother, hut that he would shew how 
little it would profit her that she was his mother, if she were 
not exceedingly good and faithful. But if it profited Mary 
nothing at all, that Christ was bora of her, unless she had the 
virtue of the soul, much less good will it do us, to have an ex¬ 
cellent father, brother, or child, whilst we have none of their 

virtue.-For we are to pldce our hope of salvation in nothing 

next to the grace of God, but only in our proper good actions 
and qualities. For if that relation winch Mary had to Christ, 
were a thing of itself profitable, the .lews had found it so in 
some degree; for Christ was akin to them after the flesh; and 
so had the city in which he was born, and so had his brethren. 
But whilst his brethren did just what they pleased themselves, 
the honour they had to be of akin to him profited them not at 
all; but they were condemned with the rest of the world.” 
A great deal more to this purpose you may find in this excel¬ 
lent Father, and that in the place^ by me cited ; by which you 
may see what the strain of that age was, as to the blessed 
Virgin, and how very unlike to that which was taken up in fol¬ 
lowing times; some instances of which we have in Homilies 
falsely attributed to St. Chrysostom 4 

* ti Si x^P lTl tvrip inbg, oi> ftovov ob Sia^opurcpoQt &W& Kai 
IXaruav ioriv ayyiXtav. Ckrys. in Hebr. c. 1. Horn. 2. [vol. 12. p. 20. 
Par. 1735. 

t Id. in Joan. c. 2. Horn. 20. [Ibid. vol. 8.p. 122.] 

t De uno Legislator. Ih Samaritanam, &c. tom. 6. 
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In short, if we set aside spurious works, such as the sermon 
concerning the Assumption of the blessed Virgin, published 
in St. Jerome’s works, and attributed by some to Sophronius, 
but was most certainly written long after they were both dead; 
and the two prayers (attributed to St. Ambrose*) Prepara¬ 
tory to Mass; in the second of which, God is desired (ac¬ 
cording to the genius of after-times) to “ inspire the blessed 
Virgin first,” and then the “ Apostles,” and then the ‘‘mar¬ 
tyrs and confessors,” with the thought of “praying to God for 
the priestbut the best learned amongst the Papists have 
been ashamed to produce these prayers as St. Ambrose’s, they 
are so evidently supposititious. If we set aside also the book 
of Meditations, which the Latin rhymes that are in it convince 
of novelty; the treatise. of. the Assumption, attributed to St. 
Austin, and the sermons under his name, upon the feast of the 
Annunciation, which could be none of his, because that feast 
was not then in being ; and, in one word, all those writings 
which learned men of the Boman communion have confessed 
to be at least doubtful, though they had for some time gone 
under names of Fathers of the fourth age. Setting these 
aside, I say, we find but moderate things spoken of the blessed 
Virgin. 

After all the pains that have been taken to make some of 
her Festivals ancient, it is more than probable, that as yet she 
had none; and that the Fathers of the fourth age, who are 
cited for one or two of them, have been, without their consent, 
made to speak the sense of after-ages, that were loath to be 
destitute of all pretence from antiquity, for making the honour 
of the blessed Virgin outshine all that was done to other 
martyrs and saints. For the Constitutional* do not so much as 
mention one of her festivals, where one would think they 
should have omitted none. 

The Salutation of Ave Maria has now, for some time, 
run through the religion of the Church of Borne, in public 
and private devotions; but in this age no example or recom¬ 
mendation of any such thing is to be met withal. 

No, noT one prayer to her do we yet hear of; which plainly 
shews, that (whatever the superstition of some one private 
person or other might be, of which we cannot affirm or deny 

* Tom. 4. [vol. 2* Append, p. 497, 498. Par. 1690.] 

+ Conatit. Apost. 1. 8. c. 33. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 1. .497. Lut. 

Par. 1671.] 
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any thing) her worship was no part of the religion of the age. 
If you would know the first bold man, after the Collyridians, 
that brought her into the Church to be invocated, Nicephorus 
will tell you it was one Peter Fullo,* a bishop indeed, but an 
Eutychian, who found out four very profitable things, if you 
will believe Nicephorus; one whereof was, “ that the holy 
name of the Virgin should be called upon in every prayer.” 
How the invention of this man was entertained, I cannot say : 
he lived near the sixth age. But neither is thus much anti¬ 
quity to be boasted of, nor was it for the credit of the innova¬ 
tion, to have an heretic for its author. 

The Church was full of the memories of the martyrs; but 
as yet the blessed Virgin had none. What a strange thing 
was it, that Theodoret, who ran the honour of the martyrs to 
that height, that it reqtfites some candour to bring him down 
with safety and honour: that he, I say, should make no men¬ 
tion at all of the blessed Virgin, and the solemnities that were 
due to her; and that in a discourse where he professedly 
brings in the martyrs, supplanting those demons Which had 
been so long served by the Pagan world, he could namef Peter, 
Paul, Thomas, Sergius, Marcellus, Leontius, Antoninus, and 
Mauritius. Do we think the blessed Virgin had been left to 
be understood amongst "the other saints” that had their so¬ 
lemnities also, if she had had, even in Theodoret’s time, any at 
all 1 But why should we talk of her memories, when as yet 
her relics were not found, nor in all likelihood sought for? 
Since if they had, it is not to be doubted, but those monks, or 
others like them, that went up and down with " the bones of 
martyrs, if indeed they were martyrs’ bones,” would have 
gratified the curiosity of devout people with some of those 
relics that posterity a long time after was blessed with, vie. 
some of the blessed Virgin’s hair, her combs, her hood, her 
slipper, her espousal ring, nay, and some of her milk too, with 
such other things, which came not to light till some ages after 
the zeal of relics began in the Church. 

But when once devotion began to turn towards her, no time 
was lost; and though it was late first, yet her service presently 
overtook, and at last went beyond the honour that was done 
to other saints and martyrs. The thirteenth age produced a 

• Niceph. Hist. 1. 15. c. 28. [vol. 2. p. 634. Lut. Par. 1630.] 

f Theod. de curandia Greec. affect. De Martyr, ad fin. [vol. 4. p. 923- 
Hal. 1769.] 

VOL. VII. 
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relic of the blessed Virgin, so famous for the miracle that 
brought it into Europe, and for the miracles that have been 
done by it ever since, that the relics of the other saints are 
nothing to it: and that is her house, once at Nazareth, where 
she was born, and visited by the angel; which house was 
carried by angels out of Palestine into Dalmatia, and from 
thence into Italy, where it now stands, and is our Lady of 
Loretto’s Chapel. By the fourteenth century she had gained 
no less than seven festivals in the year; which I mention, to 
shew the growing devotion of the Roman Church towards the 
blessed Virgin ; not that we make .this any great, matter of 
complaint; no, though they were twice seven, if the facts 
upon which they were grounded were true, and the ground 
reasonable, and God only were worshipped in the celebration 
of such festivals. 

The later doctors have made too much amends foT the mo¬ 
desty of the ancient Fathers, who spake indeed of her very ho¬ 
nourably, but within bounds. The world was something altered 
in the middle of the seventh age, if Pope Martin said w hat we 
find in Anastasius :* “ Whoever does not honour and adore 
the blessed Virgin, the mother of God, let him be accursed.” 
Of which curse, Germanus,t the Patriarch of Constantinople, 
was in no danger, if he addressed himself in this manner to 
the blessed Virgin: " Nobody is replenished with the know-, 
ledge of God hut by thee, O most holy. Nobody is saved but 
by thee, O mother of God. Nobody is delivered from danger 
but by thee, O thou beloved of God.” Again: “ Thou hav¬ 
ing the power of a mother with God, dost beyond measure 
gain pardon for them, who sin beyond measure. For it cannot 
be that thou shouldest not he heard, because to all purposes 
and in all things, and through all things God obeys thee as 
his true and immaculate mother.” This was pretty well for 
the eighth age ; as likewise was that of Damascene, who calls 
the blessed Virgin, % “ The lady and governess of all crea¬ 
tures.” No wonder therefore that Cardinal Peter Damian 
coming long after these, telleth her, that she ** comes before? 
the altar of reconciliation, not asking, but commanding; as a 
lady, not as a servant.” I know not whether he was the 
author of those glorious titles, which have since furnished 
some of the hymns that we meet with in the offices of the 

* Collected. Anast. p. 73. 

t German, in Biblioth. P. tom. 12. p. 704. 

X Job. Damage, lib. 4. c- 15. [p. 146. Baail. 1539.] 
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blessed Virgin :* “ The Queen of the World,” “ The Window 
of Heaven,” “The Gate of Paradise,” “The Tabernacle of 
God,” “ The Star of the Sea,” “ The Heavenly Ladder, by 
which the Heavenly King came down to us below, and by 
which man, who grovelled upon the ground, ascends in ex¬ 
altation to heaven.” But Anselm, that lived in the same .age 
with him, speaks more fully :f “ As God is the Father, and 
God of all things, by his power creating all things; so blessed 
Marv, the mother of God, Storing all things by her merits, 
is the mother and lady of the universe.” Which agrees very 
well with that reason he had given before, why her Son went 
to heaven before her :% “ Perhaps, O Lord, lest thy court in 
Heaven should stand in doubt, whom it should rather go out 
to meet, thee their LorgjLiomiug to take possession of thy king¬ 
dom, or her their Lady ascending to that kingdom also, which 
belonged to her by a mother’s right.”§ To this nothing could 
be added in so little a time beyond Bonaventure’s Psalter; 
who, taking the Psalms of David, put in Lady~ instead of 
Lord , in this manner : “ O come, let us sing unto our Lady,” 
&e. “ Let every thing that hath breath praise our Lady.” 

But not content with this, he framed the Athanasian Creed to 
her service too, beginning thus:|| “Whosoever will be saved, 

* Horn. 46. de Nativ. B. Mar. 1. tom. 2. p. 106. 

+ Anselm. Cant. de Exec:]]. Virgin, c. 11. $ Ibid. c. 7. 

§ See Answer to Jesuits' Clmll. from p. 478 to p. 495. 

|J Psalt. Bonav. p. Ill, 112. Paris, [vol. 6. p. 515, 516. Rom. 1596.] 
[The following extracts I have supplied from the sixth volume of the 
Vatican edition, A n. 1596. I have the same extracts in a black 
letter edition of the Psalter, and also in a little Italian Manual of 
Devotion, issued under the auspices of Gregory XVI. They are im¬ 
portant as authentic evidence of Romish idolatry.—J. C. 

Hymnm instar illius gut ascribitur Ambrosia et Aug. 

Te matrem Dei laudamus, te Mariam Virginem profitemur. 

Te iKterni patris sponsam omnis terra veneratur. 

Tibi omnes Angeli et Archangeli: tibi Throni et Principatus fideliter 
deserviunt. # 

Tibi omnes potestates et omnes virtutes coelorum: et universae Domina- 
tiones obediunt. 

Tibi omnes Chori, tibi Cherubim et Seraphim exultantes assistunt. 

Tibi omnes Angelica creatura incessabili voce proclamat, 

Sancta, sancta, saneta, Maria Dei genetrix mater et virgo. 

Pleni sunt coeli et terra majestatis glorise fructus ventris tui. 

Te gloriosus Apostolorum chorus, sui Creatoris matrem collaudat. 

Te beatorum Martyrum coetus candidatus, Christi genetricem glorificat. 
Te gloriosus Confessorum exercitus, Trinitatis templum appellat. 

Te sanctarum Virginum chorea amabilis, Virginitatis et humilit&tis exem- 
plum prffidicat. 

r 2 
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before all things it is necessary that he should hold a firm 
faith concerning the Virgin Mary; which faith except a man 

Te tota coelestis curia Reginam honorat. 

Te per universum orbem Ecclesia invocando concelebrat. 

Matrem divinse majestatis. 

Venerandam te veram Regis coelestis puerperam, sanctam quoque dulce- 
dinem et piam. 

Tu Angelorum Domina, tu paradisi janua. 

Tu scala regni coelestis et glorias. * 

Tu thalamus, tu area pietatis et gratise. 

Tu vena misericordiae, tu sponsa et mater Regis seterni. 

Tu templum et sacrarium Spiritus sancti, totius beatissimse Trinitatis no- 
bile triclinium. 

Tu mediatrix Dei et hominum, amatrix mortalium, coelestis illuminatrix. 
Tu agonizatrix pugnantium, advocate pauperum, miseratrix et refugium 
peccatorum. 

Tu erogatrix munerum, separatrix, ac terror dseraonum et superboruru. 

Tu muudi Domina, coeli Regina, post Deum sola spes nostra. 

Tu salus te invocantium, portus naufragantium,Juiiserorum solatium, pere- 
untium refugium. 

Tu mater omnium beatorum, gaudium plenum post Deum, omnium super¬ 
norum civium solatium. 

Tu promotrix justorum, congregatrix err anti urn, promissio Patriarcharum. 
Tu veritas Prophetarum, praeconium et doctrix Apostolorum, magistra 
Evangelistarum. 

Tu fortitudo Martyrum, exemplar Confessorum, honor et festivitas 
Yirginum. 

Tu ad liberandum exulem hominem, Filium Dei suscepisti in uterum. 

Per te expugnato hoste antiquo, sunt aperta fidelibus regna coelorum. 

T 11 cum Filio tuo sedes ad dexteram Patris. 

Tu ipsum pro nobis roga virgo Maria, quern nos ad judicandum credimus 
esse venturum. 

Te ergo poscimus nobis tuis famulis subveni, qui pretioso sanguine Filii 
tui redempti sumus. 

Sterna fac pia Virgo, cum sanctia tuis, nos gloria munerari. 

Salvum fac populum tuum Domina, ut aim us participes hereditatis Filii tui. 
Et rege nos, et custodi nos in seternum. 

Per singulos dies o pia te salutamus. 

Et laudare te cupimus usque in seternum, mente et voce. 

Dignare dneis Maria, nunc et semper nos sine delicto conservare. 

Miserere pia nobis, miserere nobis. 

Flat mtsericordia tua magna nobiscum, quia in te virgo Maria confidimus. 
In te dulcis Maria eperamus, nos defendas in seternum. 

Te decet laus, te decet imperium, tibi virtue et gloria in seecula soeculorum, 
Amen. 

Cantabe Dominse nostras canticum novum. P. 514. 

Omnis spiritus: laudet Dominam nostram. Ibid, 

Symbolum instar illius Athanasii. 

Quicunque vult salvus esse, ante omnia opus est: ut teneat de Maria 
ftrm&m fidem. 
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keep whole and undefiled, without doubt he sh&ll perish ever¬ 
lastingly.*’ And now, whosoever shall consider the Litanies of 

Quara nisi quisque integram inviolatamque servaverit: absque dubio in 
seternum peribit. 

Quoniam ipsa sola Virgo manens peperit: sola cunctas htcreses interemit. 
Confundatur et erubescat Hebreeus : qui dicit Christum ex Joseph semine 
esse natum. 

Confundatur Manichseus : qui dicit Christum fictum habere corpus. 
Palleat omnis, qui hoc ipsum aliunde, non de Maria, dicit assumpsisse. 
Idem namque Filius qui est Patris ifk divinis unigenitus : est et verus uni- 
genitus Virginia Mans filius. 

In coelis sine Matre, in terris sine Patre. 

Nam sicut anima rationalis et caro propter unionem de homine vere nasci- 
tur: ita Deus et homo Christus, de Maria Virgine vere generatur. 
Induens camem de carne Virginia : quia sic genus humanum redimi con- 
gruebat. 

Qui secundum divinitatem sequalis Patri: secundum vero humanitatem 
minor patre. 

Conce])tus in utero Virginia Marine Angelo annunciante de Spiritu sancto: 

non tamen Spiritus sanctus est pater ejus. 

Genitus in mundum sine poena carnis Virginis matris: quia sine delecta- 
tione carnis conceptus: 

Quern lactavit mater : ubere de coelo pleno. 

Quem circumstant Angeli obstetricum vice: nunciantes pastoribus gau- 
dium magnum. 

Hie a Magis muneribus adoratus, ab Herode in jEgyptum fugatus, a 
Joanne in Jordane baptizatus : traditus, captus,* flagellatus. cruci- 
fixus, mortuus, et sepultus. 

Cum gloria resurrexit: ad coelos ascendit. 

Spiritum sanctum in disci pulos, et in matrem misit. 

Quam demum ipse in caelum assumpsit; et sedet ad dexteram Filii, non 
cessans pro nobis Filium exorare. 

Hffic est fides de Maria Virgine: quam nisi quisque fideliter, firmiterque 
crediderit, salvus esse non poterit. 

Litania Beatce Maria Virginis. 

Kyrie eleison. 

Christe eleison. 

Christe audi nos. 

Christe exaudi nos. 

Pater de coelis Deus, Marise conditor gloriosus, 

Fili redemptor mundi Deus, Marise nobilis fecundator, 

Spiritus sancte Deus, Marise mirabilis obumbrator, 

Sancta Trinitas unus Deus, qui Mariam glorificas, 

Sancta Maria, quse totum mundum illuminas, 

Sancta Maria, quse tuos servos exaltas, 

Sancta Maria, quse pro peccatoribus supplicas, 

Sancta Maria illuminatrix cordium, 

Sancta Maria fons misericordise, 

Sancta Maria splendor sanctse Ecclesiae, 

Sancta Maria flumen sapientiae, 


Miserere nobis. 
Milerere nobis. 
Miserere nobis. 
Miserere nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 



214 


THE WOBSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF BOME. 


the blessed Virgin, and other Bosaries, and the Prayers and 
Hymns of her Saturday’s Office, and her Psalters, and the 


Sancta Maria ab Angelo salutata, 

Sancta Maria per Spiritum sanctum obumbrata, 
Sancta Maria in coelis glorificata, 

Sancta Maria rosa veris speciosa, 

Sancta Maria vitis frondens generosa, 

Sancta Maria dulcis virgo et speciosa, 

Sancta Maria a Deo patre spon.sa electa, 

Sancta Maria verbi Dei mater prinelecta, 

Sancta Maria a Spiritu sancto protecta, 

Sancta Maria, qua) Deum in utero concepisti, 

Sancta Maria, qua) Deum et hominem genuisti, 
Sancta Maria virgo virginum signifera, 

Sancta Maria virga Jesse Christifera, 

Sancta Maria arbor vitse fructifera, 

Sancta Maria ferainarum pulcherrima, 

Sancta Maria humilium humillima, 

Sancta Maria sanctarum sanctissima, 

Sancta Maria super omnes diligentius amanda, 

Sancta Maria super omnes excellentius magniricanda, 
Sancta Maria mater conditoris, 

Sancta Maria mater redemptons, 

Sancta Maria mater sahatoris, 

Sancta Maria mater mundo desiderabilis, 

Sancta Maria inferis terribilis, 

Sancta Maria mater amabilis, 

Sancta Maria virgo plena gratia, 

Sancta Maria virgo plena dementia, 

Sancta Maria pia fundens solatia, 

Sancta Maria flos et decns virginalis, 

Sancta Maria fluvius sapicntialis, 

Sancta Maria splendor et lux Orientals, 

Sancta Maria virtutum eoeli Regina, 

Sancta Maria domus Dei cypressina, 

Sancta Maria eoeli fenestra crystalline, 

Sancta Maria perpetuue lueis aurora, 

Sancta Maria virgo pulchra et decora, 

Sancta Maria raelodia dulcis et sonora, 

Sancta Maria deliciarum Dei dapifera, 

Sancta Maria coelestis curia) pincerna, 

Sancta Maria paradisi porta pervia, 

Sancta Maria placitum Dei umbraculum, 

Sancta Maria virginum nova exultatio, 

Sancta Maria muliemm prima benedictio, 

Sancta Maria miserorum pia consolatio, 

Sancta Maria vera salus et beatitude, 

Sancta Maria charitatis magnitudo, 

Sancta Maria pietatis latitudo, 

Sancta Maria mater orphannrum, 
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vast number of books of devotion, to her, and the worship that 
is accordingly given to her in pretended Catholic countries; 


Sancta Maria mammilla orphanorum, 

Sancta Maria mammilla parvulorum, 

Sancta Maria consolatio afflictorum, 

Sancta Maria cui Angeli obediunt et obsecrantur, 
Sancta Maria nobilis Regina eoclorum, 

Sancta Maria cui Sancti et Sanctee congaudent et 
tulantur, 

Sancta Maria quam omnia laudant et venerantur, 
Propitia esto, 

Propitia esto, 

Ab omni malo, 

Ab omni mala tcntatione, 

Ab ira et indignationc Dei, 

A periditatione et dosperatfbhe, 

A supcrbia pra>cipitante, 

Ab avaritia devastante, 

A peorato itbc et invidire cruciante, 

A earnis tentatione umlique anxiante, 

A peecato gulas et castrimargisc commaculante, 
Ab incursu hostis malignantis, 

Per dnleorem et gaudium de Christ! incarnatione, 
Per dolorcm et angustiam de illius p assume, 

Per gaudium et imraculum de illius resurrectione, 
Per tidein tuain de Spiritus sancti missione, 

Per gaudium et laititiam de illius asceusione, 

Per gaudium et Isetitiam de tua corouatione, 

In bora mortis devastante, 

In judicis districto examine, 

Ab intend horribili cruciamine, 

Pccratores, 
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Ora pro nobis. 
Ora pro nobis. 
Parce nobis Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
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Libera nos Domina. 
Libera nos Domina. 
Te rogamus audi nos. 


Ut sanctam Eccleoiam piissima Domina conser- 
vare digneris, 

Ut justis gloriam, peccatoribus gratiam impe- 
trare digneris, 

Ut tribulatus consolationem, eaptivis libera - 
tioncm impetrare digneris, 

Ut famulos et famulas tibi devote servientes 
consolari digneris, 

Ut populum Christianum filii tui pretioso san¬ 
guine redemptum oonservare digneris, 

Ut cunctis fidelibua defunctis requiem aeternarn 
donare digneris, 

Mater Dei, 

Mater charissima et Domina nostra, miserere nobis, 
tuam pacem, Amen. 

Kyrie eleison. 

Christe eleison. 

Kyrie eleison. 


Te rogamus audi nos. 

Te rogamus audi nos. 

Te rogamus audi nos. 

Te rogamus audi nos. 

Te rogamus audi nos. 

Te rogamus audi nos. 
Te rogamus audi nos. 
et dona nobis perpe- 
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whosoever shall consider what they say to her in those prayers 
and hymns, &c. which the Speculum Beatce Virginia , just now 
published, has put together, may perhaps find there are 
“ causes of horror,” which M. de Meaux is not so much con¬ 
cerned at as he ought to be: he may justly fear, that if the 
Reformation did not give some little check, neither would 
these excesses stop here, though in many places nothing now 
remains to be done, but without any farther reservedness, to 
erect altars proper to the blessed Virgin in every church, as 
the Jesuits* began to do in China. 

Pater noster. Et ne nos inducas in tentationem. 

Ego dixi Domina miserere nobis. 

Sana animam meatn, quia peccavi tibi. 

Converte misericordiam tuam super nos. 

Et deprecabilis esto super servos tuos. 

Ostende potentiom tuam contra inimicos nostros. 

Ut justificeris in nationibus populorum. 

Miserere servorum tuorum, super quos invocatum est nomen tuum. 

Et ne sinas angustiari eos in tentationibus suis. 

Ne projicias nos in tempore mortis nostrse. 

Et succurre animam cum deseruerit corpus suum. 

Esto nobis Domina turns fortitudinis. 

Et petra durissima contra inimicum. 

Adjura me Domina, ne corruam coram eo. . 

Fac ut conteratur sub pedibus meis. 

Exaudi orationem racam, et deprecationem mea m. 

Et contepescant adversarii mei. 

Or emus. 

Omnipotent sempiteme Deus, qui pro nobis de castissima Yirgiue 
Maria nasci dignatus es, fac nos tibe casto corpore servire, et humili 
mente placere. 

Oramus etiam te piissima Virgo Maria, mundi Regina et Angelorum 
Domina, ut eis quos in purgatoriis ignis examinat, impetres refrigerium, 
peccatoribus induigentiam, et justis perseverantiam in bono : nos quoque 
fragiles ab omnibus instantibus defende periculis. Per Dominum nostrum 
Jesum Christum. 

Psalm 50 [51]. 

Miserere mei Domina: quse mater misericordiae nnncnparis. 

Et secundum viscera misericordiarum tuarum: munda me ab omnibus 
iniquitatibus meis. 

Effunde gratiam tuam super me: et solitam clementiam tuam ne sub- 
trahas a me. 

Qnoniam peccata mea confitebor tibi; et coram te me accuso de sceleri- 
bus meis. 

Fructui ventris tui me reconcilia: et pacifica me ei, qui me creavit 
Gloria Patri, etc.] 

* Trigautii Exp. ad Sinas. lib. 5. c. 15*. 20. 
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O blessed God, look down in thy mercy upon the miserable 
estate of Christianity, in so many parts of the Christian world! 

When the blessed Virgin foretold, “ that all generations 
should call her blessed,” did she mean that all generations 
should worship her ; would worship her images and pictures; 
would make her a mediatrix between God and man; would 
ascribe to her the power, not of prevailing with Jesus only for 
anything, but of commanding him too; would offer Jesus 
himself a sacrifice in her honour; would burn incense to her; 
would use rosaries, hours, and psalters for her especial invo¬ 
cation and service; would institute and maintain fraternities 
for that service; would build temples and chapels to her, and 
altars, and by most solemn invocation everywhere, and by 
proper rites of religious worship, and by letting devotion run 
out to her more than ttf fmr Lord Jesus himself, to agnize her 
to be the “ Lady of Heaven and Earth,” “ The Queen of the 
World ?” No, she did not mean thus, in saying, that “ all 
generations should call her blessedfor thus “ all genera¬ 
tions” have not served her. Nothing of all this was done to 
her for several generations after Christ; nor anything of it in 
comparison, till the dregs of time, till the decay of learning 
and piety made way for gross superstition. 

The first beginnings of these corruptions were more general, 
but the improvements of them were chiefly owing to the See 
of Rome; which, as it grew in power and greatness, so it 
protected those abuses more effectually : a character very ill- 
beseeming a Church that pretends to be the “pillar and ground 
of truth.” 

The wit of man could not devise anything more serviceable 
to error, to make it spread in the world, and to fix it, than that 
a powerful See grasping at supremacy, and pretending to infal¬ 
libility, should take it under her wing. 

This See is the source of all those oppositions, which they 
have met with that demanded a Reformation ; it is this See 
alone which hath obstructed a general Reformation, when 
Christendom was otherwise well disposed towards it. 

Therefore when Reformation, by common consent, was made 
impossible by the See of Rome, what remained, but that the 
National Churches should reform themsehes? 

Our Reformation was a return to primitive antiquity; and 
that it may prove a leading example, let us pray without ceas¬ 
ing, that God “ would bring into the way of truth ail such as 
have erred, and are deceived.” 
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THE TEXTS EXAMINED WHICH PAPISTS CITE OUT OF 
THE BIBLE, FOR THE PROOF OF THEIR DOCTRINE CON¬ 
CERNING THE WORSHIP OF ANGELS AND* SAINTS 
DEPARTED. 


PART I. 

Cardinal Bellarmine,* and other Romish authors, in 
their writings concerning the worship of angels and saints, 
tells us, that as there are three sorts of excellencies, so there 
are three sorts of worship due to them. 

The first excellency is that which is in God only, infinite and 
supereminent above all; to which is to be paid a religious 
worship, called Latria. 

The second is human or natural, to be found in men ; and 
is subdivided into several sorts and degrees, according to the 
diversity of its objects, and degrees of their worth, whether it 
be prince, or parent, or master, or prophet, or philosopher; 
to which is to be paid a civil worship, called Cultus Civilis. 

The third is a middle sort of excellency, betwixt divine and 
human, to be found in angels and glorified saints; to which is 
to be paid an inferior degree of religious worship, called 
Dulia : and because the Virgin Mary was the mother of our 
Lord, and far excelled all other saints, as well in favour with 
God, as in personal virtues and accomplishments ; therefore 
to her is to be paid proportionably a higher degree of this sort 
of worship, called Hyperdulia. 

The two first of these the Reformed own and consent to, 
but deny the last, as having no foundation in Scripture or 
reason, or true antiquity. 

We worship God with all our hearts and souls, with the pro- 
foundest veneration, with the most raised affections, with the 
highest degrees of love and fear, and faith and confidence; 
and that not only as he is a God of infinite perfections, but as 
lie is our absolute Lord and Sovereign, the Almighty Creator 
and all-wise Governor of all things. 

We give to man too that worship that is suitable to his 


* De Sanct. Beat. 1. 1. c. 12. [vol. 2. p. 400. col. 2. Prag. 1721.] 
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finite and created worth and excellency; God having, for the 
peace and order, and well-being of the world, constituted 
government in it, and made some the ministers of his Provi¬ 
dence in conferring his blessings on mankind; he hath also 
required an homage or worship to be done to them, conform¬ 
able to tlfc rank and order they stand in, and to that charge 
and power they are entrusted with. 

But we do not think ourselves obliged to pay any worship 
at all to angels and saints, as that worship is distinguished 
from honour and esteem, and implies in it any power and 
dominion in them over us, or any dcpendance and subjection 
in us to them. And therefore, though we highly honour and 
esteem them, and manifest the inward sentiments of our 
hearts by suitable expressions, by blessing God for them, by 
commemorating their virtues ami their martyrdom, by con¬ 
gratulating tlieir victories over the world, by propounding 
their example to the imitation of others, by rejoicing in their 
happiness and glory : yet do we refuse to pay any worship or 
homage to them, much less that kind of worship and homage, 
which either divine institution, or the consent of nations, hath 
appropriated to God ; which, in its own nature, implies those 
perfections that are incommunicahly in the Divine essence ; 
which, lastly, signify that trust and dcpendance upon them 
that ought wholly to be put in God. This is that which w T e 
charge upon the Church of Rome, and which her greatest 
champions can neither deny nor defend, though of late they 
have more bent their studies to hide her shame, than to 
justify it. 

It is not enough that they give it a different name, when 
the worship is the same, that they distinguish the worship of 
God from that of the creature, by the intention of their minds ; 
ascribing the highest degree to the one, and a lower to the 
other, when they confound them together by making the 
external acts of it common to both : as God’s being the uni¬ 
versal parent and common benefactor of the world, challenges 
a public worship to be due to him ; so the unity of his nature, 
and the supremacy of his authority and power, require that 
that public worship, aud all the expressions of it, be appro¬ 
priated to him, as incommunicable as his nature, and undivided 
as his dominion; the one ought to be singular and peculiar as 
the other, or else we put God and the creature on the level; 
and either bring down God to the meanness of a creature, or 
exalt the creature to the altitude of a god. 
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But though no created excellency can have any inherent or 
natural right to any part of that worship that is given to God: 
may not God, who is the fountain of honour, make a grant 
of it to his beloved favourites, and permit at least, if not 
require, that some part of it be exhibited to them ? This is 
what the Romanists pretend to, but can never prove, # as to any 
one of those particulars, wherein we accuse them of giving 
religious worship to angels and saints departed. 

Some of those particulars they deny, but at the same time 
practise: they confess* that sacrifice is the peculiar worship of 
God, and ought to be offered to none besides ; it being written, 
Exod. xxii. 20, “ He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto 
the Lord only, shall surely be put to death.” And yet do 
they daily offer up Christ in the sacrifice of the mass to God, 
in honour of the saints, especially of the blessed Virgin: and 
how then is sacrifice esteemed by them an honour solely and 
peculiarly due to God 1 They tell us also thatf temples and 
altars, as well as sacrifice, are appropriate to God; and yet 
what is more common amongst them, than to erect temples 
and altars in honour of the saints as patrons of them, and for 
their proper worship and service ? 

Again, some they own, but do not pretend to prove from 
Scripture, but think to fetch them off by distinctions, whilst 
we have evident proofs from Scripture against them ; such are 
burning incense and making vows to them ; concerning both 
which, the holy Scriptures inform us, that they are appro¬ 
priate acts of worship to God. 

For burning incense, Exod. xxx. 1,8, 10: “ Thou shalt make 
an altar to burn incense upon, and Aaron shall hum incense 
upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord, it is most holy 
unto the Lord:” and for this reason Hezekiah brake in pieces 
the brazen serpent, because the people burnt incense to it, 
2 Kings xviii. 4. 

For making vows. Numb. xxx. 2: “ If a man vow a vow 
unto the Lord.” Deut. xxiii. 21, 23 : “ When tliou shalt vow 
a vow unto the Lord thy God.” And Isa. xix. 21: Vows 
are reckoned up with sacrifices and oblations: “ And the Lord 
shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the 
Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they 
shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it.” 

Lastly, others they both own, and have attempted to prove 

* Bellar. de Sanct. Beat. 1. 1. c. 12. [Ibid. p. 401.] f JBellar, eod. loc. 



PRAYERS TO SAINTS ANI) ANGELS. 


221 


from Scripture, such are the religious adoration and solemn 
invocation of them. My present business therefore is to 
examine what is the true sense of Scripture as to these points: 
which I shall do with as much care and judgment as I can, 
and with all faithfulness and sincerity ; shewing the weakness 
of the proofs cited by the Papists in defence of them, and how 
very clear and strong ours arc against them. For method’s 
sake I shall cast them under these several heads. 

I. Head.— Although we do not deny that angels and saints 

departed pray for the Church on earth , yet many of the 
texts they cite for it do not prove it. # 

II. Head.— No proof from, Scripture , that angels and 
saints departed have an universal knowledge of men, and their 
conditions. 

III. Head.— No proof from Scripture that angels and 
saints departed arc entrusted with the care and government 
of the world under God. 

IV. Head.— No proof from Scripture for the religious 
adoration of angels and saints departed. 

V. Head.— No proof from Scripture for the solemn invo¬ 
cation of angels and saints departed. 


I. 

Although vie do not deny , that angels and saints departed 
pray for the Church on earth , yet many of the texts they 
cite for it do not prove it. 

We believe, as well as the Romanists, that angels and saints 
are in a happy and blessed state; that they have a very 
fervent charity, and a most tender concern for the Church on 
earth, and are always ready to do what they are able, espe¬ 
cially by their good wishes and earnest prayers to promote its 
prosperity; that they are very dear to God, in great grace and 
favour with him, and likely to prevail in their intercessions 
for what things they ask according to his will; that they know 
very well what must be in general the necessities of a militant 
Church, the tribulations and persecutions it is subject to; that 
it is never without enemies, and consequently never without 
troubles; and knowing this, that they cannot but commiserate 
its state, and in pity and compassion towards it, pray for its 
relief and succour. 
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Farther ; though we do not make it an article of our faith, 
we look on it as a probable thing, that holy bishops and pas¬ 
tors, when they are gone to heaven, have in their prayers a 
particular regard to that part of Christ’s Church over which 
they presided; that other saints also in heaven may recom¬ 
mend the condition of their particular friends and relations 
unto God, with whom they lately conversed in the body, and 
whose wants they then were intimately acquainted with : so 
Gregory Nazianzen tells us, he believed concerning his deceased 
father,* “That he did especially intercede for that flock, over 
which he was bishop, and did them more good by his prayers 
now in htavcn, than he did by his preaching when he 
lived amongst them.” So the primitive Christians were 
wont to beg of the martyrs a little before they suffered, that 
when they came to heaven, and had recened their crown, 
they would be mindful of them whom they left behind. 
Famous in ecclesiastical storv is the agreement, betwixt 
St. Cyprian and Cornelius,f that he which went first to 
glory, should particularly intercede for the other at the throne 
of grace. 

This we lay down as probable: others have thought that 
they might go farther, and that it was no less likely, but that 
God may, on some particular occasions, and in some circum¬ 
stances, depute an angel or saint to have the charge of such a 
particular person, or country, or city; but that this was extra¬ 
ordinary ami out of course. 

Now thus much being granted, there is no need of proof's to 
make it good ; and yet some of those texts they produce for 
it are so little to the purpose, that were there no other, and 
those managed by no better hands, we should want sufficient 
motives to induce the belief of it. But they must be excused ; 
Scripture is a weapon they have not tried, nor used to fence 
withal. As for example, to give you a cast of their skill in 
expounding Scripture. 

They endeavour to prove that the saints in heaven do pray 
for men on earth, from Jer. xv. 1: “Though Moses and 
Samuel 1 stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward 
this people/’ Which words,| Bcllarmine thinks, imply that 
Moses and Samuel could, and were wont to intercede for the 
people of Israel. 


* Orat. 19. [vol. 1.] p. 288. [Par. 1030.] 
t Epist. 57. [p. 206. Venet. 1728 ] 


t C. 18 . 
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I answer, they Jo not necessarily so; for when St. Paul* 
says, “ If an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel, let him 
he accursed he does not at all intimate, that an angel from 
heaven could or was ever guilty of it: but suppose they do, it 
does not follow that this was their custom since they went to 
heaven ; for then, why did they not do it now, when there was 
most need, and the state of the Jews most deplorable ? But 
that they often did it when they were here on earth. So that 
the plain sense of the text is this: the people of Judah had, 
by their sins, so highly provoked God to anger, that he had 
decreed their ruin, and the doom was irreversible ; and this 
God was pleased to amplify by declaring that though he had 
ofttimes been prevailed with by those two holy men,+ Moses 
and Samuel, when th^y, were on earth, in the behalf of this 
people, to turn away his fierce anger from them ; yet now the 
provocation was so great, that if they were alive again, and did 
intercede for them, it should not avail, and lie would not be 
entreated for them. So St. Jerome and Thcodoret expound 
them ; “ God spake of Moses and Samuel* as though they were 
living in the world, and were in their former station and con¬ 
dition and so they are explained by that parallel place,§ 

“ Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in 
the land, they should deliver but their own souls by their 
righteousness, saith the Lord God.” 

The next proof of theirs I shall take notice of, is by the 
way of inference, and not express in the text; it is in Rev. vi. 
10 : “ How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge 
and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth 7” 
Now, say they, if the souls of martyrs pray for vengeance on 
their persecutors and murderers, much more may we suppose 
them to pray for mercy and deliverance for their fellow- 
members and sufferers. 

But they certainly frame a very odd notion in their minds 
of the blessed saints above, who think them so addicted to 
revenge and retaliation : can they, who, after the example of 
their Lord, prayed for their enemies when they were on the 
earth, and forgave their murderers, be supposed, now they are 
in heaven in a more perfect state, to pray for judgment and 
wrath upon them ? The words therefore are figurative, and 
by this scheme of speech is signified unto us, not the desires 

* Gal. i. [8.] t Exod. xxxii. 11, 14. 

t Tn locum. [Hieron, ut supra, vol. 4. p. 943.] [Theodor, vol. 2. p. 
488. Hub 1770j § Ezek. xiv, 14. 
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and wishes, and prayers of the saints for vengeance on their 
enemies, but only the certainty of the Divine vengeance that 
would overtake them. By the souls of the slain crying under 
the altar, is meant their blood, and the sin of murdering them ; 
and as it is said that Abel’s blood cried for vengeance ;* so 
the sin of shedding their blood cried, and would certainly 
awake and provoke the justice of God to take vengeance on 
them for it. The Fathers Ribera and Viegas so explain the 
text; and a passage in the book of Esdrasf gives farther light 
to it: “ Behold the innocent and righteous blood crieth unto 
me, and the souls of the just complain continually, and there¬ 
fore, saith the Lord, I will surely avenge them.” 

Another proof of theirs is from the corrupt reading of a 
text, and not the true sense of it, 2 Peter i. 15. The words are, 
“ I am shortly to go out of this tabernacle, as our Lord him¬ 
self hath declared unto me ; but I will endeavour that yc 
may be able, after my decease, to have these things always in 
remembrance.” 

They read them, “I will endeavour after my decease,” that 
is, say they, by his intercession in heaven for them. We read 
them, “ I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease 
that is, say we, by his diligence in instructing them while lie 
was with them on earth. This is the true reading and natural 
sense of the words : St. Peter did not tell them what he would 
do for them when he was gone, but what should be his 
endeavour for them whilst he was here, (nrovtaow hi mi tmororc 
£%Eii' v/xac fiera rijp ifxijv ifrZov, not airovdticru) fitra t>)v ffj-ijv 
t\ohov. And so St. Peter interprets himself in the words both 
beforeand after, ver 12, 13 : “ I will not be negligent to put 
you always in remembrance of these things ; it is meet, as long 
as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you in 
remembranceand ver. 16: “ For we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were$ eye¬ 
witnesses of his majesty.” Was there any need, this exposi¬ 
tion might be confirmed by their own gloss, and many of their 
own authors on the place: but Bellarminef himself being not 
over confident that this text is for their turn, I may venture 
to dismiss it without any farther reflections on it. 

From a corrupted text they proceed to apocryphal ones. 

• Gen, iv. 10. t Chap. 15. 

$ Dum vivo, Gloss. Dum vita suppetit, Cajet. 

§ Non est argumentum evideos. Bell. c. 18. 
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2 Maccab. xv. 12, 13, 14, “This was his vision, Onias who 

had been High Priest-&c. prayed for the whole body of 

the Jews. This done, there appeared a man,” &c. Onias 
said, “ This is a lover of the brethren, who prayeth much for 
the people, and for the holy city, to wit, Jercmias, the prophet 
of God.” 

Now that which I would observe from this place (besides 
that it was but a dream of Judas Maccabaeus, and the book of 
no good authority), is, that we do not find that Judas there¬ 
upon did either pray himself to them, or exhort the people to 
do it ; but, ver. 22, directed his prayer to God alone; “There¬ 
fore in his prayer he said after this manner, O Lord, thou 
didst send thine angel in the time of Ilezekiah and ver. 23, 
“ Wherefore now also, O Lord of Heaven, send a good angel 
before us for a fear and dfcad unto them.” 

Again, they cite out of the Apocrypha, Baruch iii. 4 : "O 
Lord Almighty, thou God of Israel, hear now the prayers of 
the dead Israelites.” From whence they gather, that the dead 
Israelites prayed for the living. 

But these words may have another sense fairly put upon 
them. And, 1. By the dead Israelites may not be meant 
those dead indeed, but whose condition was so distressed and 
desperate, as every moment to threaten death ; and then the 
prayers of the dead Israelites were only the prayers of the 
Israelites that were ready to perish. And for this the verse 
before gives it, “ we perish utterly.” Or, 2. By the prayers of 
the dead Israelites, may be meant the prayers of their ancient 
worthies, which they, though now dead, put up to God when 
they were alive; to wit, the prayers of the patriarchs and 
prophets, when they were in the body, for the good estate of 
their posterity. 

But what these texts fall short of, others may make up: 
in the 1st of Zech. 12, an angel is represented as interceding 
for the people of Israel. “ And the Angel of the Lord answered 
and said, O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have 
mercy on Jerusalem, and on the cities of Judah, against 
which thou hast had indignation these threescore and ten 
years?” And yet by the angel here, the Jesuit Ribera* con¬ 
fesses, is meant Christ, the only advocate and intercessor in 
heaven for his Church and people, and backs his opinion with 
the sufferage of several of the Fathers, St. Jerome, St. 

* Comment, in Heb. c. vii. v. 18. 
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Ambrose, Origen, and others. To which purpose we may 
observe, chap. iii. 2, that this angel is called the Lord. “ And 
he shewed me Joshua the High Priest standing before tiro 
Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right-hand to 
resist him; and the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke 
thee, 0 Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem.” 

We believe also the communion of saints, and therefore it is 
a calumny that* Bellarmine puts upon us, where he says we 
deny it; but we believe withal, that that may be preserved 
betwixt the Church triumphant and Church militant, without 
our praying to them, or their meriting for us. The saints 
above, and those here below, make up but one body; they 
differ only in condition and degree; they in heaven, we upon 
earth; they in rest and peace from all their labours, we still 
beating it on the waves ,* they set safe out of the reach of sin 
and folly, we still struggling in the midst of temptations ; but 
yet we are all of the same body: so says the Apostle, Ileb. 
xii. 22, “ Yc are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the 
first-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant.” Now being of the 
same society with them, as we ought to honour their memories, 
to imitate their virtues,! to bless God for their examples, to 
be encouraged by the hopes of that salvation they now enjoy, 
and to pray for their perfect consummation and bliss both in 
body and soul, in God’s everlasting glory so no doubt do 
they bear a most tender affection to us, and have a hearty 
concern for our good, and do what, by the laws of that invisible 
world, they are permitted to do, especially by their earnest 
prayers, mightily prevalent with God, to procure our welfere. 
Communion with the saints in heaven thus far we own, and it 
may be proved; but that on this or any other account we are 
to worsnip them, we deny, and it can never he proved. How¬ 
ever, the several texts cited by them to this purpose, T shall 
examine in the following heads. 


* C. 18. 
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t Burial Office. 
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II. 

# 

No proof from Scripture , that angels and saints above have 
an universal knowledge of men and their conditions. 

Heue the champions for the Papacy are at a great loss, and 
their doctors disagree ; ,they can neither prove that the saints 
have this knowledge, nor shew the way how they came by it; 
they would fain put us - off with may-be’s and possibilities ; 
they tell us this may be done, and that it may be done* this 
way or that way ; but can prove nothing, as any unprejudiced 
person will perceive, that considers the texts they produce for 
it. 

The first and chiefest is*St. Luke xv. 7, 10, “There is joy 
in the presence of the angels over one sinner that repenteth 
from whence they argue, that angels must know when a sinner 
repents, before they can rejoice at it; and if they know that, 
why may they not know all other things concerning men ? 

I answer: it docs not follow, that because they know this 
one thing, they know any other, or all other things relating to 
men: this we believe they know, because our Saviour hath 
told us so; but we have not the same reason to believe they 
have a general and universal knowledge of men, the Scripture 
being silent therein. 

Possibly angels may know when a sinner repents these two 
ways. 

!. By revelation from God ; knowing how much it would 
add to their happiness, and increase their joy, to see their 
fellow-creatures happy as well as themselves: God may be 
supposed as ready, by such an information from time to time, 
to augment their felicity, as they are to contribute to and 
rejoice in the felicity of others ; and this seems well enough 
to agree with the joy that the woman in the parable expressed 
at the finding of her lost piece of money; she not only re¬ 
joiced herself, but called her friends and neighbours together 
to rejoice with her; Luke xv. 9, “ Rejoice with me/’ saith 
she, “ for I have found the piece which I had lost :** so 
may it be the goodwill of our heavenly Father, not only to 
take pleasure himself in the recovery of a lost sinner, but to 
communicate it to angels and blessed spirits, that they also 
might enjoy the satisfaction of so agreeable and welcome 
tidings. 

2. By virtue of their ministry here below, for the good of 

o, 2 
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those that are heirs of salvation. By observing in men the 
signs and fruits of true repentance, they may come to know 
when a sinner is converted, and passing always betwixt heaven 
and earth, upon God’s errands and embassies (as it was repre¬ 
sented to Jacob in his divine vision), those that ascend from 
earth may tell the joyful news of it to them in heaven. 

Possibly, I say, by these two ways angels may come to 
know when a sinner repenteth : but tlien, why may they not, 
by the same ways, know all other things concerning men ? 
Why, supposing that possible too, yet there is this great 
difference betwixt them, viz. wc are told by our Saviour, that 
they do know the one, but we are not told that they know all 
the rest: and if “whatsoever is not of faith is sin/’* we having 
no foundation in Scripture to build our faith on, that they 
have an universal knowledge of men and their affairs, we must 
of necessity* sin in believing it, or praying to them on that 
supposition ; and as there is no revelation in Scripture, that 
they have a general knowledge of men and their affairs, as 
well as of their repentance; so neither is there the same 
reason that they should : God may reveal the one to them, as 
a thing he knew would administer to their farther pleasure 
and delight; but for the same reason they may be kept igno¬ 
rant of other things, and God withhold the knowledge of them 
from them, being such, it may be (and be sure our sins arid 
vanities are such), as would redound more to tlicir trouble 
and discontent than satisfaction. 

But did this text prove, as you see it does not, that the 
blessed angels have an universal knowledge of men and their 
affairs, what is this to the saints departed ? These may be 
altogether ignorant of men, whilst the other, by virtue of 
their ministry on earth, may know many things concerning 
them. For this therefore they urge Matth. xxi. 20, that 
“the just at the resurrection shall be as the angels of God.” 
Now this argument labours under the same weakness as the 
former; as they proved before, that the angels know all things 
relating to men, because they know one thing, when a sinner 
repents; so now they prove, that the saints in heaven are like 
to the angels in all things, because they are like to them in one. 
It is apparent that our Saviour spake of an equality in state 
and privilege, and not in knowledge and perfection of nature. 
The Sadducees that denied the resurrection of the dead, came 


* Rom. xiv. 23. 
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to our Saviour, and thought to justify their atheism and infi¬ 
delity, by putting a case to him, which they imagined would 
infer an unanswerable absurdity, Were it granted that there 
was a resurrection. The case was this: a woman there was 
that had had seven husbands in her lifetime; at the resur¬ 
rection, whose wife shall she be of them all, for all had her to 
wife ? To which our Saviour answered, she shall be wife to 
none of them; for in that other world, there is no more husband 
and wife, marrying or giving in marriage; but men are like 
angels, that is, immortal as they, and shall not need matri¬ 
mony to propagate their kind, and to supply their mortality, 
for they shall live for ever: “ they shall be as the angels of 
God,” not in every respect (for as they differ in nature and 
kind, so shall they have dig/jnet natural qualities and operations), 
but in respect only of bliss and immortality. 

Besides, supposing this equality was universal in every 
point, in nature and knowledge as well as bliss and happiness, 
the saints were not to have it till the resurrection. _ So it is 
said, “ at the resurrection the just,” &c. And does it follow 
from hence, that the saints are now what they shall be then; 
that because at the resurrection they shall be as the angels, 
they are before the resurrection as the angels? 

This equality with the angels then will not do : Have they 
any more direct proof? They think they have from our 
Saviour’s words, John v. 45, “ JDo not think that I will accuse 
you to the Father; there is one that accuseth you, even 
Moses, in whom ye trust.” But how, say they, can Moses, 
dead 2000 years ago, accuse those that were then living, if 
Moses did not know what passed here on earth ? 

I reply, very well, if by Moses be meant (as it is in many 
other Scriptures) the writings or books of Moses. So Moses 
and the prophets signify, where Abraham thus speaks to 
Dives in hell: “They have Moses and the prophets:”* 
not Moses and the prophets in the flesh, they being dead so 
long before, but Moses and the prophets in their doctrine. 
For the confirmation of this exposition, I might give you the 
judgment of the Fathers, j* but it will be more than enough to 
set down Cardinal Cajetan’s words on the place : “The Jews 
are accused by Moses, for that Moses’s writings condemn 

* Luke xvi. 29. 

t Orig. iu Epist. ad Rom. 1. 4. c. 4. [vol. 4. p. 528. col. 1. Par. 1759.] 
Basil, de Spir. Sanct. c. 14. [vol. 3. p. 37. Par. 1839.J Cyril, in Joh. 1. 
3. c. 8. [c. 2, p. 257. Lutet. 1638.] 
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them for not believing in Jesus: the Jews also are said to 
trust in Moses, because they trusted in the promises contained 
in Moses’s writings, though they would not acknowledge the 
accomplishment of them in Christ.” The Scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, in the beginning of the chapter, take occasion from our 
Saviour’s curing a lame man on the Sabbath-day, to rail at 
him as a Sabbath breaker and impostor. To which he 
answered, proving by many arguments that he was the Son of 
God, and commissioned by him to reform and to save the 
world : to this purpose he appeals to the testimony of John, 
chap. v. 32, 33, to the miracles he wrought, ver. 36, 37, and 
last of all, to their own law, the writings of Moses and the 
prophets, which they seemed so highly to prize, and so much 
to depend upon, ver. 39, “ Search the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of meand then tells them, that if after all this they did 
not own and believe on him, there was no need that he should 
accuse them to the Father; Moses, that is, the 'writings of 
Moses and the prophets would rise up in judgment against 
them, and condemn them; for in not believing on him, they 
declared they did as little believe what Moses had wrote, 
since he wrote of him; and therefore notwithstanding their 
high pretences of faith and zeal for Moses and the prophets, 
they were infidels as well to the law as to the Gospel, and 
threw as much dirt and contempt on their writings, as on his 
words, ver. 45, 46, 47, “Do not think that I will accuse you 
to the Father; there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, 
in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me ; for he wrote of me; but if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words ?” 

Another text they allege in defence of this doctrine, is Rev. 
xii. 10: “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven. The 
accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before 
our God day and night.” Now, say they, the devils cannot 
accuse men, but they must first know for what; and if the 
devils know the actions of men, can we for shame deny it to 
the saints and angels 1 

To this two things may be returned. 1. That by the war 
in heaven, and the success of it, mentioned in these verses, 
from the 7th to the 11 th, betwixt Michael and his angels on 
the one side, and the Dragon and his angels on the other, may 
be represented the conflict betwixt the Primitive Church and 
the Pagan emperors; the good and bad angels, after an invisible 
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manner, taking their respective sides, and opposing each other; 
and then by the accusation the devil is continually presenting 
of the brethren before God, may he signified the wicked 
calumnies and abominable slanders of incests, adulteries, pro¬ 
miscuous lusts, murders, conspiracies against princes, and the 
like, that the infidels, by the devil’s instigation and malice, 
raised against the Christians before the Emperor, and others 
the subordinate governors of provinces. 2. Though it be 
granted that the devil knows the actions of men, it does not 
follow that the saints and angels must do so too; he being i 
little nearer to men on earth, than angels and saints in heaven 
are: he is called the “prince of the power of the air;”* 
and is confined to this lower region, and therefore is often so 
near as to see and hear wen, though he is invisible himself: 
hence he is said to “ go up and down like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour.”f And when in the book of 
Job he is represented as coming before God to accuse and 
belie Job, and is asked by God, “ Whence comest thou ?” he 
thus answered, “ From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
Walking up and down in it.”J 

Now one would think that their proofs run low, and their 
cause is gasping, when they fly to a parable to support it; and 
yet this they do, and lay great stress upon it. It is that of 
Dives and Lazarus, Luke xvi. from the ll)th to the 31st verse. 
They tell us, that Abraham heard Dives calling to him out of 
hell, that he knetv very well what a sensual luxurious life he 
had lived on earth, ver. 24, 25. Dives cried, and said, “ Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me,” &c.— And Abraham said. 
Son, remember that thou in thy life-time receivedst thy good 
things.” Nay, that Dives in hell knew what was the condi¬ 
tion of his brethren on earth, and the great danger they 
were in, and was so much concerned for their welfare, as to 
beseech Abraham to send or procure them a messenger from 
the dead, to persuade them to repent, ver. 28. “I pray thee 
therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s 
house, for I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, 
lest they also come into this place of torment.” Is there not 
now as much charity in heaven as in hell? and may not the 
blessed spirits above be supposed to be as much concerned, and 
as ready to forward the repentance wad salvation of their 
brethren, as the damned beneath ? 


* Eph. ii. 2. 


t 1 Pet, [v.] 8. 


t Job i. h 
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Here two things are to be considered: 

1. That this, in all probability, is a parable, and so is not to 
be stretched too far, nor an argument to be drawn from every 
particular and circumstance in it: the proper use of parables 
is rather to illustrate than prove; and if they conclude as to 
any thing, it is that only which is the main scope and design 
of them : now what our Saviour principally designed in this, 
is very obvious to any one that reads it; it could be no other 
than to shew, that there remains no mercy, no hopes of salva¬ 
tion in the other world, no, not so much as a mitigation of 
torments; and that no new revelation or miracle is to be ex¬ 
pected thence for the conviction of those obstinate wretches, 
who would not be wrought upon by the means of grace they 
have already; and therefore is not to be driven any farther. 

2. But if they will argue from it as a real history (which 
must be confessed was the opinion of some of the Fathers), it 
proves too much, and more than they would have it, and so 
nothing at all. 

As, (1.) That a spirit may have parts and members, since 
tongues, and eyes, and fingers are ascribed to Dives and 
Lazarus in the other world before the resurrection. 

(2.) That the saints in heaven have not only a knowledge of 
our state and condition, but that they have this knowledge by 
their own natural power, that they see and hear us as Abraham 
did Dives; for since Dives saw and heard Abraham, as well as 
Abraham Dives, it could not be by a supernatural gift, unless 
we can think the damned in hell also capable of it. 

(3.) Whereas it is said, " Why may not the saints know 
what is done here on earth, as well as Abraham knew what 
manner of life Dives led when he was there?’* I answer, 
A brail am might be informed of this by Lazarus that lay in his 
bosom, who had been contemporary with Dives on earth, and 
an eye-witness of it: now because Abraham knew what was 
the conversation of one man on earth, must the saints in 
heaven have a general and universal knowledge of all men upon 
it ? and because Abraham might have this by particular infor¬ 
mation from Lazarus, may the saints come by it without any 
information that we know of? 

(4.) Whereas it is said also, that Dives knew the number 
and condition of his brethren, and shall wc deny that privilege 
to the saints that is in some manner granted to damned spirits f 
1 answer, it might not be long since Dives bad left this world 
and the society of his brethren, and so might well remember 
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them, and what their condition was; and if from hence they 
argue, that the saints in heaven retain the knowledge of their 
particular friends and brethren they left behind in this valley 
of tears, and remembering their wants and dangers, intercede 
for them at the throne of grace, I shall not need to oppose it, 
it being not to the purpose; but that the saints in heaven 
should have an universal knowledge of men, whom and whose 
condition they never knew, having left this world many 
hundreds of years before they came into it, because Dives in 
hell knew the state of his brethren, with whom he had lived on 
earth, and was not for any long time parted froij them, is very 
strange reasoning, and what cannot be granted. 

(5.) Again, whereas they say that Dives in hell had so much 
compassion for his brethren, as to endeavour and seek means 
to prevent their damnation; and shall we think the saints in 
heaven have less charity for their brethren, and are less con¬ 
cerned for their salvation? I answer. No. We believe the 
saints have a most tender love and concern for us ; but we do 
not believe this for the sake of any argument drawn from the 
example of damned spirits ; for we think they have no charity 
at all, but being in hell, are wholly of a hellish temper, made 
up purely of malice, and envy, and spite, without the least 
spark of love or pity, doing what mischief they can, and 
desirous to do more than they can, but having a perfect hatred 
to every thing that is good, or that has the least tendency 
towards it. And therefore Maldonate thinks, that the reason 
why Dives was so earnest to have a preacher of repentance 
sent to his brethren, was not so much out of charity to them, 
as love to himself; not so much to prevent their misery, as 
for fear of increasing his own, if by the wicked example he had 
given them, they also should come to that place of torment. 
Cardinal Cajetan gives Another reason for it, but less probable, 
that Dives desired it out of pride and ambition, for the glory 
and exaltation of his family ; having discovered such glorious 
things in heaven that Abraham and Lazarus enjoyed above 
what this lower world could boast of, he desired his brethren 
might rise to the possession of them, more to satisfy his proud 
and ambitious humour, than prompted to it by any com¬ 
passionate and charitable disposition. 

# The last thing to be considered, is a passage in the Old 
Testament, which the Catholic Scripturist calls* a reserve, as 


* Page 331. 
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what he most depended upon: he thus delivers himself, " Elias 
departed out of this life the 18th year of King Jehoshaphat, 
2 Kings ii. 11. Now Jehoshaphat reigned 25 years, 2 Chron. 
xx. 31. So that seven years of Jehoshaphat’8 reign passed 
after the departure of Elias. Then Joram his son reigned for 
him, 2 Chron. xxi. 12. After some time of this Joram’s reign, 
there came a writing to him from Elias the prophet, saying. 
Thus saith the Lord, because thou hast not walked in the ways 
of Jehoshaphat thy father, &c. And then he tells him many 
particular acts of his, all done after Elias was dead. Elias 
therefore beina departed, knew what passed, and shewed great 
care to help God’s people, his brethren, in writing after his 
departure this letter.” 

This is his argument from these texts, and it was Bellarmine’s 
and others of their doctors before him. 

Against it I might, 1. Set the opinions of other of the 
learned men, that are contrary to this: as, that it was not 
Elijah the Tishbite, but some other of that name that sent this 
writing; so Cajetan. That it was Elisha the prophet, under 
the name of Elijah, who succeeding him in his offic^, and being 
possessed with his spirit, might, as John the Baptist afterwards, 
be called by his name ; so Yatablus. That Elijah, by way of 
prophecy, wrote this letter before he 'was translated, and left it 
with Elisha, or some other good man, to have it conveyed to 
Joram. So a man of God prophesied of Josiali by name, long 
before he was bom, 1 Kings xiii. 2. So did Isaiah of Cyrus, 
Isa. xlv, 1. And so might Elijah of Joram; foreseeing by the 
spirit of prophecy, the abominable wickednesses that he would 
commit, and withal, that the fierce and wicked temper of his 
mind, would not admit any living prophet to come before him, 
wrote this letter before he left the world, to reprove him for 
his crimes, and foretel his doom. $ 

But waiving these, I doubt not, 2. but to make it appear, 
that Elijah was alive here on earth, when Joram was guilty of 
these murders and outrages. For it is very plain that Joram 
was made viceroy twice in his father’s life-time; after the last 
of which, he never resigned the crown back to his father. The 
first was about the 17th year of Jehoshaphat his father, on the 
occasion of his going with Ahab king of Israel to assist him in 
his war against Ramoth Gilead; this is mentioned 2 Kings i. 17. 
The second about the 22nd year of Jehoshaphat, on a like 
occasion; when at the solicitation of Jehorani king of Israel, 
he went with him to fight against Maab. Then again he sets 
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his son Joram in the throne, 2 Kings viii. 16. <c In the fifth 
year of Jehoram, the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat 
being then king of Judah, Jelioram the son of Jehoshaphat 
began to reign/’ Now here it was that Joram, in his father’s 
absence, thinking thereby to establish himself in the throne, 
began his reign with the barbarous slaughter of his brethren 
and princes of Judah; for it is apparent that Joram’s eight 
years reign, 2 Cliron. xxi. 5, began here, forasmuch as they 
are said to end with Jehoram king of Israel’s twelth year, 
2 Kings viii. 25. It being the fifth of Jehoram that he was made 
king by his father, and the twelfth of Jehoram when he died. 
Ills reign must be reckoned to begin at that time. Now that 
this was done before Elijah the prophet was translated, appears 
in that Elisha was but i^pjvly come from being an eye-witness 
of his master's translation, when, by a miracle, he relieved the 
army of the three kings in Moab, who were ready to perish 
for want of water, 2 Kings iii. 11, and that that could not be 
till some considerable time after Joram was appointed viceroy 
by his father. So that it should seem, when Jehoshaphat first 
set out for the war with the other two kings, Elijah was on 
the earth; and hearing of Joram’s cruelties, writes this letter 
to him, and immediately afterwards was taken up in a whirl¬ 
wind. Thus the cruelties Joram acted, and the letter Elijah 
wrote to him on that occasion, were done in the interval 
betwixt Jehoshaphat’s making him viceroy, and the armies 
wanting water. But Jehoshaphat made his son Joram king in 
the fifth year of Jehoram king of Israel, 2 Kings viii. 16. 
And Jehoram king of Israel began his reign in the eighteenth 
year of Jehoshaphat, 2 Kings iii. 1. So that Joram was made 
king by Jehoshaphat his father, about the 22nd of his reign ; 
and if Elijah remained on earth to see or hear of the wicked¬ 
ness of Joram, he couldgpot be translated till about the 22nd of 
Jehoshaphat; but the author of the Catholic Seripturist says, 
it waain the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat, and cites for it, 
2 Kings ii. 11. I answer, the Catholic Seripturist says so, but 
imposes on the reader, the text saying no such thing; it nanUft 
no time, but only relates matter of fact: “ And it came to pass 
as they still went on and talked, that behold there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire; and he saw him no more, 
and he took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two 
pieces.” 

But as little proof as they have that the saints above have 
an universal knowledge of us and our condition, they will yet 
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be naming the way and means whereby they come to have it. 
The best of it is, they are all but possibilities grounded on the 
power of God, which we are far from denying: but say in 
answer to them, that it does not follow that God does do it 
because he can do it: especially when they cannot prove that 
God does do it, and we can that he does it not. 

Four ways they lay down, whereby the saints may come to 
the knowledge of men and their conditions. 

1. By information from the angels j and for this they make 
use of St. Austin’s authority ;* but what does St, Austin say ? 
Why, only that it is possible they may hear something from 
angelical relation. But, 1. It is yet to be proved, that the 
angels themselves have by virtue of their ministers here on earth, 
or any other way, such an universal knowledge of us, as to be 
able to inform the saints as to every particular and circum¬ 
stance of our state. 2. This spoils tlieir argument taken from 
the equality of the saints with the angels ; for if they have it 
at second hand from the angels, they are in this particular 
inferior to them from whence they had it. 3. This overthrows 
also their other argument,f that the saints hear our prayers 
after the same manner that the angels know the repentance of 
a sinner ; for it seems the saints know our prayers from the 
report of the angels, but angels the conversion of a sinner, by 
being conversant amongst men, and observing the change. 
4. The angels, by virtue of their ministry here on earth, cannot 
know the hearts of men, and their most secret desires; and 
therefore BellarmineJ rejects this way as insufficient. The 
angels cannot acquaint the saints with what they know not 
themselves; and yet every prayer that is put up to them, sup¬ 
poses they do know’ them, unless we can thiuk they espouse 
the cause and request of their votaries at random, whether 
they are sincere or no. Nay, we are flight by the Council of 
Trent to put up not only vocal but mental prayers to them, 
that is, prayers without words or speech, only in the secret 
thoughts of our souls; and this necessarily supposes they 
iBow our thoughts and our hearts, contrary to the express 
words of Scripture : “ lie, even he knows all the hearts of the 
children of men,” 1 Kings viii. 39. “ It is he that seeth in 

* Possnnt et ab Angelis, qui — et audire aliquid mortui. Be Cur. pro 
Mort. c. 15. [ut supra, vol. 6. p. 527.] 
t Unde Bciunt Angeli coaversionera peccatoram, inde sciunt Sancti 
nostras preces. Bell. c. 20. [c. 19. J [vol. 2. p. 412. col. 2. Prag. 1721.] 
t De Smct. Beat. 1. 20. [1. 1. c. 20.J [Ibid. p. 41#. col. 2.J 
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secret/’ Matth. vi. 4. God challengeth it as peculiar to him¬ 
self, Jer. xvii. 9, 10, “ I the Lord search the heart and try 
the reins,” No man can know the thoughts of a man’s heart, 
but the man whose thoughts they are, unless God himself, 
who made and fashioned the heart of man, and is intimior , as 
the schools speaks, nearer to man than man can be to himself. 
1 Cor. ii. 11, “ For what man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of man which is in him ?” 

2. * By a certain kind of inconceivable swiftness of motion, 
wherewith the angelical order may be endowed, and glorified 
saints also, being made equal unto them. But, 1. This 
equality betwixt the saints and angels in all particulars, was 
disproved before. 2. Bellarmine* himself confesses, that this 
celerity of motion is no$. .sufficient; but that to the hearing of 
prayers put up at the same time in far distant places, it is re¬ 
quisite that the angels and saints should be present at the 
same time in every place. The angels and saints have a cer¬ 
tain ubiquity and omnipresence belonging to them, or they 
have not: if they have not, it is confessed they cannot hear 
the prayers of men : if they say they have, they attribute that 
perfection to them, which their own authors ownf to be above 
the condition of a creature; and the Scripture plainly tells us is 
God’s peculiar, Psalm cxxxix. 7,8, 9, 10, “ Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my bed 
in hell, behold thou art there; if I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.” 

3. By the glass of the Deity, wherein all things are repre¬ 
sented to their view that are in God. “ They see all things, 
by beholding him who sees all things.” But how then came 
the blessed angels, qjjio always behold the face of God in 
glory, to be ignorant of the great work of man’s redemption, 
till it was made known to them by the Church ? 1 Pet. i. 12. 
How came they also to be ignorant of the day of judgment ? 
Is not the day yet pitched upon by God ? Does not God 
himself know it ? Or do not they always live in the presence 
of God, and stand about his throne? “Yet,” says our 
Saviour, " of that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the 
angels in heaven, but the Father only,” Matth. xxiv. 36. 
Nay, does not our Saviour let us know, that he himself as 


* Bell, de Sanct. Beat. c. 20 [Ibid.] 


f Bell.eod. loc. 
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man, though his humanity was hypostatically united to the 
divinity did not know it 1 “ Neither the Son, but the Father,” 
Luke xiii. 32. Accordingly their own authors tells us, tliat 
“ this glass is not a necessary or natural glass, but voluntary, 
not naturally and necessarily exhibiting to their sight all things 
that are in God; for then the creature would comprehend 
God, and his knowledge be infinite like his, but only in that 
degree, and as to such tilings as God pleases.” But how then 
are we to know what they do see in it, and what they do hot '( 
To what particulars their knowledge extends, and of what 
they are ignorant ? And unless we did know this, with what 
douhts and uncertainties must we put up our prayers to them ? 

4. By revelation from God. And by this means indeed the 
saints in heaven may come to know our prayers and our hearts 
too: God can, if he pleases, reveal both to them. But how 
do they know God does or will at all times do it, when prayers 
vocal or mental are put up to them ? It is not enough that 
God can do it, unless a promise can be produced that lie will. 
He can tell my friend at Rome what I say in London ; but I 
do not therefore believe he does do it. This Bellarmine tells 
us, is the manifest opinion of St. Austin :f whereas St. Austin}; 
mentions it only as a probable way amongst others* and as to some 
things only : but if this was St. Austin’s opinion, it seems it 
was not his: he confesses it is the fittest argument to convince 
heretics with, but dares not undertake for the reasonableness 
of it, unless the Church ordered, or at least gave leave 1 , that 
before prayers are at any time put up to the saints, God be 
invoked to reveal and make known those prayers to them ; 
his words are these, “ If the saints need a new revelation every 
time they are prayed to, the Church were too bold to address 
to the saints to pray for them, before they had addressed to 
God to reveal their prayers to the saints,” § 

But has not God many times revealed secret things to his 
servants the prophets ? Enabled them to know the hearts of 
men, and foretel future events ? How came Samuel to know 
who Saul was, that he had never seen before ? How came St. 

* Est enim speculum voluntarium. Biel. Non potest in ipso videre 
omnia, sed vel plura vel paueiora. Thom. Aq. pa. 1. qu. 12. Artie. 8. 
[vol. 20. p. 51. col. 1. Venet. 1787.} 

f Apertissima Augustim sententia. 

t Possuict Spiritua aliqua, spiritu Dei rerelante, cognoscere. De Cur. 
pro Mort. [ut supra, p. 526.] 

$ Si imligerent Sancti nova revelatione, &c. De Sanct. Beat. 1. I, c. 

20, [nt supra.} 
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Peter to know how much Ananias and Sapphira sold t^e land 
for, when they had concealed the true price ? How came Elisha 
the prophet to know what passed between his servant Gohazi 
and Naaman, at a great distance from him ? How came the 
same prophet to tell the king of Israel all that the king of 
Syria did in his bed chamber, had not God revealed these 
things to them ? And why may he not as well reveal to holv 
spirits in heaven, things that are done on earth ? Ay, but it 
is still, why may he not? We want proof that he does. Be¬ 
sides, does it follow, that because he revealed some things to 
his prophets on earth, he now reveals all things to his saints 
in heaven ? That because he revealed some things to his 
prophets on earth for the greater confirmation of their au¬ 
thority, and promoting the service of God they were sent 
about, he must now make ^uch revelations to them in heaven, 
now the business of their vocation is over, and they have no 
need of such confirmation ? Again, this is so far from being 
an argument, that God reveals to saints in heaven all things 
relating to us and our state, that it is an argument 'that he 
does not do it. For whilst he revealed some things to Elisha, 
he kept others hid from him j and though he acquainted him 
with the wickedness of Gehazi, he did not acquaint him with 
the death of the Shunamite’s son, 2 Kings iv. 27, “ Her soul is 
vexed within her, and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath 
not told rae.” 

To all this we may add, that as God has no where told us, 
that he does make known to blessed spirits the heart3 and 
requests of men ; so he has in effect told us, that he does not; 
else how could it be said of the good King Josiah, “ Thou 
shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace, neither shall thy eyes 
see the evil I will bring upon this place?” 2 Kings xxii. 20. 
“ The dead know not any thing,” that is, of the affairs of this 
world, says the Preacher, Eccles. ix. 5. “ His sons come to 

honour, and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, 
and lie perceiveth it not of them,” says Job, of man in the 
other state, chap. xiv. 21. When Elijah was to be taken up 
into heaven, he thus spake to Elisha, “ Ask what thou wilt, 
before I am taken from thee,” 2 Kings ii. 9. Strongly im¬ 
plying, that when he was once gone, it was in vain to ask any 
thing of him; for could he have heard his requests in the 
other state, his capacity to gratify him must needs have been 
as great as it was There, being no less dear to God, and in his 
favour. 
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St. Justin makes use of two texts more to this purpose,* 
xt When my father and mother forsake me, the Lord taketh me 
up,” Psalm xxvii. 10. From whence he argues, that if our 
parents forsake us in death, how can they know or be in¬ 
terested in our affairs after death ? And if our parents then 
have no knowledge of us, who amongst the dead beside can 
we imagine should 1 But if this text should be thought not 
so pertinently applied, the other is more without exception, 
Isa. lxiii. 16: “ Thou art our Father, though Abraham be 
ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not.” From whence 
he concludes, that if so great and famous patriarchs as Abra¬ 
ham and Isaac did not understand how the world went with 
their posterity after they were dead, why should we think that, 
the dead are m any condition to administer relief and help to 
their surviving friends ? 

III. 

No proof from Scripture that Angels and Saints departed 
are entrusted with the care and government of the world 
under God . 

Bellarmine tells us, that “ the saints above are set over 
the Church, that they are gods by participation, that they 
are commissioned by God to take care of this lower world.’f 
And these he endeavours to prove, 1. From texts that denote 
the ministry of angels in general. 2. From texts that denote 
the particular ministry of angels over particular persons. M. 
From texts that denote the ministry of angels over particular 
provinces and kingdoms. 4. From texts that relate to us the 
appearance of some saints after they were dead. 5. From 
some metaphorical expressions the Scripture makes use of 
to display the glory and happiness the saints shall have in 
heaven. 

1. From texts that denote the ministrv of angels in general. 
The Apostle tells us, Heb. i. 14, “ Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation V* And says the Psalmist, Ps. xci. 11, “ He shall 
give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.” 

But these texts only shew, that the angels in general do, by 
the command and direction of God, minister to good men, 

* De Cur. pro Mort. c. 13. 

t Propositi Eccles. DU. per participationein. Curam gcrere rerum 
nostrarum. De Beat. Sanct. 1.1. c. 20. [ut supra, p. 419. col. 1.] de 
Cult. 1. 3. c. 9. [Ibid. p. 500. col. 2.] 
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especially in times of danger and distress; but that this their 
ministry is a sufficient foundation to worship them, does not at 
all appear from the texts, hut rather the contrary ; for in Ps. 
xci. 15, the prophet, immediately after he had mentioned the 
protection and safeguard God affords his servants by the 
ministry of angels, subjoins a direction to whom we should 
apply for that protection; and he does not send us to the 
angels, who are but God’s ministers “ that do his pleasure,” 
hut to God himself, their Lord and ours, and of the whole 
creation, who gives it them iu charge, not saying if he calls 
upon them, they will succour him, but “ he shall call upon 
me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I 
will deliver him, and honour him.” 

2. From texts that seem to intimate something concerning 
guardian angels over particular persons. The chiefest are, 
Dan. x. 13, “ Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help 
me and ver. 21, “And there is none that holdeth with me 
in these things, but Michael your prince.” Matth. xviii. 10, 
" Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones ; for I 
say unto you, that their angels do always behold the face of 
my Father, which is in heaven.” Acts xii. 13, St. Peter 
knocking at the door, they said, “ it is his angel.” And before, 
from ver. 7 to 12, “Now I know of a surety,” says the 
Apostle, “that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath deli¬ 
vered me.” 

Now, (1.) from hence it does not follow, that all men in the 
world, whether Jews, or Turks, or wicked Christians, have a 
particular angel appointed by God to attend on them from the 
first to the last day of their lives, as is the doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, but only the number of good men. Nor, 

(2.) That good men have always one and the same angel 
to be their guardian, but that God may appoint now one or 
more, and at another time others. Nor, 

(3.) That this attendance and ministry of theirs is constant 
and uninterrupted, but only on some special occasions, in times 
of danger, whether spiritual or temporal, of sin or suffering. 
Nor, 

(4.) Taking it for granted, that every good man has a par¬ 
ticular angel appointed by God as his guardian; does it 
follow that he does any thing of himself, but all things by his 
direction and over-ruling hand, who ordered him to that par¬ 
ticular service. 

3. From texts that seem to intimate that God lias set parti- 

VOL. VII. It 
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cular angels over particular countries and provinces to govern 
and defend them. These are chiefly two; Dan. x. 20, 21, 
where mention is made of the Prince of Persia, and the Prince 
of Grsecia, and Michael the prince of God’s people. The other 
is Deut. xxxii. 8, which some of the Church of Rome would 
have to be read thus, “When the Most High divided the 
nations, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds 
of the people according to the number of the angels of God ; 
Kara tifnOfjiov riov Ayyi\u)v 0eow.’ 

To the first of these it will be enough to say, that this was a 
vision of the Prophet’s, and that there is no more reason to 
build an article of faith on every circumstance in it, than on 
those in a parable ; we may as well conclude that the touch of 
an angel is necessary to the inspiring of a prophet, because it 
was so done to Daniel, ver. 10, or that it is in the power of an 
evil angel to hinder a good angel in the executing his office God 
has appointed him to, because (ver. 13,) it is said, that a 
good angel sent by God to comfort Daniel, was withstood by 
an evil one, one and twenty days; as that all the kingdoms of 
the world have a particular guardian angel to preside over 
them, because here is mention made of the princes of Persia, 
and Grtacia, and of God’s people. Not here to dispute, whe¬ 
ther by the princes of Grsecia and Persia are meant angels, or 
the kings of those countries; or if angels be meant, w'licther they 
were good or bad; or whether by Michael be meant a mere 
angel, or Christ; the most that can be gathered from them is, 
not that those angels are commissioned by God to have under 
them the settled government of those countries, but that God 
thought fit to send them at that time oft that particular em¬ 
ployment. 

To the other text in Deuteronomy, I shall only observe, 
that it is a corrupt reading of the text according to the LXX., 
who, as it should seem, were infected with the heathen doe- 
trine of daemons governing the world under the supreme God, 
and that the Hebrew text has them as we translate, “ He set 
the bounds of the people according to the number of the chil¬ 
dren of Israel.” 

4. From texts that shew, that saints departed have after¬ 
wards appeared on the earth. So they tell us, Moses and 
Elias were sent to attend on Christ at his transfiguration on 
Mount Tabor, and many others appeared at his resurrection ; 
and why may not they and other saints be employed by God 
in other services and ministries on earth for the good of his 
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Church?” Matth. xvii. 3, “There appeared unto them Moses 
and Elias talking with him” Matth. xxvii. 52, “And the 
graves w ere opened, and many bodies of the saints which slept, 
arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and 
went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.” 

Yes, God may do this if he pleases ; but they are to prove 
that he ordinarily does do it. These were singular and extra¬ 
ordinary dispensations, and no general conclusion can be drawn 
from one or two particular instances, that because God once or 
twice employed saints departed on a special occasion, he fre¬ 
quently and ordinarily employs them on all occasions. God 
may, if he thinks fit, dispense with or empower one or more 
of that heavenly body in some certain cases and times, to 
minister to some affairs antl’some men; but on this cannot be 
raised an article of faith, that the souls of the righteous are 
usually conversant amongst men, and have the custody of them 
committed to their care. 

5. From texts wherein the excelling glory and happiness of 
the Apostles and other eminent saints at the day of judgment, 
is lively set forth by high and suitable metaphors: such are 
llev. ii. 2C, “ He that ovcrcometh, and keepeth m^works 
unto the end, to him will 1 give power over the nations, and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron ; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken.” 

I do not think these words are to be meant of that miracu¬ 
lous power and spirit God gave the Apostles and first bishops 
of the Church, wherewith they were enabled to convert the 
heathen world, and bring them over to Christianity, as some 
learned men have expounded them : but as those words, “ He 
that keepeth my works unto the end,” limit the sense as to 
place, to the other world, and the glory and happiness those 
faithful servants of Christ shall partake of in heaven; so those 
other that follow, “ and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, 
as the vessels of a potter they shall he broken to shivers,” 
limit it as to time, and shew, that they are not to enter upon 
this part of their glory till the resurrection, when they shall 
come with Christ to judge the world, and condemn the wicked. 
And because the saints, as members of Christ their Head, and 
attendants on his thrbne, shall partake of his splendour and 
majesty, when he appears with them to judge the world; there¬ 
fore is that judgment he shall then exercise over all mankind, 
and the dreadful sentence he shall then denounce against the 
ungodly, in some sense attributed to them : “ They shall judge 

u 2 
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the nations, and have dominion over the people, and their Lord 
shall reign for ever/’ Wisd. iii. 8. “ Ye that have followed 
me in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel/* Matth. xix. 28. “ Know 

ye not that the saints shall judge the world V* 1 Cor, vi. 2. 
“ He cometh with ten thousand of his saints to execute judg¬ 
ment on all, and to convince all of their ungodly deeds/’ Jude, 
ver. 14, 15. 

But Bellarmine tells us, that the iron rod does not here sig¬ 
nify a judicial, but only a pastoral rod; and so the power and 
authority here conferred on the saints is, "to rule and govern/* 
and “ not to judge and punish the nations and consequently 
must be meant of a power the saints shall exercise before the 
resurrection, and not after, when the world shall be at an end, 
and there be no nations for them to exercise dominion over. 
And this he endeavours to strengthen by adding, that the word 
in Psalm ii. 9, (from whence this text is taken) signifies in 
the original, to feed or govern, and is by the Scptuagint trans¬ 
lated teotfiavti^ pasces; and that the Psalmist speaks there of 
Christ*||Whole inheritance, which he cannot be said to punish 
and demroy ; he rules all, but condemns only the obstinate 
and rebellious; as also in Rev.'vii. 5, the woman in the 
wilderness is said to bring forth a son, that shall rule all 
nations with a rod of iron. But says he, “ Christ does not 
punish and condemn all nations, though he rule them all.” 

To this it is answered, 1. That though rod, put by itself, is 
in Scripture applied to a pastoral government, as Micah vii. 14, 
“ Feed thy people with thy rod yet to rule with a rod of 
iron, is always, in the Scripture, taken in the worst sense, not 
to rule or govern, but to inflict punishment, and that with 
great severity: such are the strokes of an iron rod, that give 
the smartest pain, and cause the deepest wound. So in Psalm 
cxlix. 8, “Let a two-edged sword be in their hands, to bind 
their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron/* 
Deut. xxviii. 48, “ Thou shalt serve thine enemy, &c. and he 
shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed 
thee/* Deut. iv. 20. The affliction and bondage of the Jews 
in Egypt is, for the heaviness of it, called an iron furnace ; 
“ The Lord brought you out of the iron furnace.” And there¬ 
fore the Scptuagint, and Bellarmine from them, were mistaken 
in translating the word in the 2nd Psalm, to “rule or feed,” 
(when it is not tirem, passes, hut teroem, /ranges, or conteres), 
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not thou shalt rule, but as we rightly render it, “thou shalt 
break them with a rod of iron.” Accordingly the words in 
Rev. xii. 5, “ lie shall rule all nations with a rod of iron,” are 
explained by those in Rev. xix. 15, “ Out of his mouth goeth 
a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations, and he 
shall rule them with a rod of iron; and he treadeth the wine¬ 
press of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 

2. The Prophet does not speak in the 2nd Psalm of break¬ 
ing his inheritance with a rod of iron, but the heathen; “ he 
shall bruise them,” not it, viz. those of the heathen who would 
not become Christ’s inheritance; and therefore it follows, and 
“ dash them in pieces like a potter’s vesselboth passages 
are spoken of the same subject; and if his inheritance cannot 
be meant in the latter, neither in the former: the true sense of 
the words is, that Christ's dominion should become so large and 
universal, as to reach to all the nations of the world; and 
withal so powerful and irresistible, that those amongst them 
that would not bow and submit to his golden sceptre, nis righ¬ 
teous and merciful government, should be broken and dashed 
in pieces by his iron rod, by his terrible and insupportable 
judgments; suitably hereunto the “ all nations,” mentioned in 
Rev. xii is to be understood of heathens and infidels^; for so 
the Jews were wont to call all that were not of their own 
country, Gentiles or nations. 

Having been so long in setting this text in its true light, I 
shall not need to say much in the explication of the rest cited 
by them to this purpose. Thus when it is said, Rev. iii. 12, 

“ Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of 
my God,” the meaning is, he shall in a high degree be blessed 
and glorious in the kingdom of heaven, answerable to the 
eminent degree of service he has done for Christ and his Church, 
and the victories he has wrought over the heathen and idola¬ 
trous world, vanquishing the prejudices, and triumphing over 
the lusts of men, converting them to Christianity: “He shall 
be as a pillar in the temple of my Godhe shall shine as 
bright in heaven, and be as immoveably fixed in glory, as the 
two pillars in Solomon’s temple,* Boaz and Jachin, that were 
the illustrious grace and ornament of it. As he was a pillar in 
the Church on earth, remaining himself unshaken against all 
the winds of heresy, and storms of persecution, and sustaining 
and confirming others by his doctrine and example j so in 


* 1 Kings vii. 21. 
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heaven shall his reward and glory he answerable,* “ having 
turned many to righteousness, he shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and as the stars for ever and ever.” Famous 
in story are Trajan’s and Antoninus’s pillars, on which were 
engraven the account of their several victories and triumphs; 
and some tell us, that on those pillars in the temple did Solo¬ 
mon cause all the magnanimous acts of his father David 
to be recorded; so that " to be a pillar in the temple of God,” 
is to receive the honour, and renown, and immortality that is 
due to a mighty conqueror. 

And this also is the meaning of the 21st verse of the third of 
the Revelation; “ To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my thronethat is, he shall be admitted into 
heaven, which is called the throne of God, Isa. lxvi. 1, and 
partake of my glory and exaltation, as he did of my cross and 
sufferings. “ As I overcame, and am set down with my Father 
in his throne that is, as my Father was pleased to exalt me, 
as the reward of my perfect obedience and sufferings, to his 
right hand in glory and majesty; so they, who through the 
power of my grace and spirit, shall be conquerors over sin, 
the world, and the devil, shall, as the reward of their labours 
and victories, be exalted to the same place, and, according to 
their capacities, partake of the same glories and triumphs. 
Hence, saith the Apostle, “If we suffer with Christ, we 
shall also reign with him,” 2 Tim. ii. 12; and “ he hath made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” Eph. ii. 6. 

Of the like nature and meaning is that in St. Matth. xxiv. 
45, 46, 47 : “Who then is a faithful and wise servaut, whom 
his Lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them 
meat in due season ? Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh, shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, 
that he shall make him ruler over all his goods.” Our Saviour 
here alludes to a servant or steward, who having, by his care 
and faithfulness, deserved well of his master in the discharge 
of that trust already committed to him, had, for his reward, a 
larger commission, and an higher place bestowed upon him ; 
suitable to those other words of our Saviour, in the parable of 
the talents, Matth. xxv. 14, “ For as much as thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” So Luke 
xix. 12, He that improved his pound to five, had authority 


* Dan. xii. 3. 
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given him over five cities ; and he that improved his to ten, 
had authority given him over ten cities : he a u es, sai \ 
Maldonate,* to the “manner and custom of kings, who were 
wont to reward the faithfulness of their subjects m sma er 
offices, by giving them commands over cities and provinces. 

But here it is to be observed, that this rccompence an re ri 
bution for their good services, was not made till the Lora in 
the parable returned from his long journey, and called together 
his servants to give an account of their stewards up. b) 
which is signified unto us, that whatever height o g ory anu 
dignity is represented to us by those metaphors and phrases, 
it shall not be conferred on trie saints till after the resurret 
tion, when our Lord shall return to judge the world, and re¬ 
ward every man according to the kind, and accordmg to the 

degree of his work. , ~ „ 

From all these texts it is very evident, that as God makes 
use of angels, not as governing spirits, but as muusters ot lus 
will, and instruments of his providence ; so he makes not use 
of saints departed at all. The Scripture assures that the 
least thing in the world,f “ the birds of the air, and the hairs 
of our head,” fall under God’s care and inspection; and m 
opposition to the heathen idolatry, who ascribed the govern¬ 
ment, of the world to the lieutenancy ol demons under the 
supreme God, that there is “but one God and one Lord, 

1 Cor. viii. 5. Again, to draw men off from this belief, and 
from worshipping of them, St. Paul, Acts xiv. 15, puts them m 
mind of the testimony God had given them of his provi¬ 
dence, in sending them fruitful seasons : and if the supplies ot 
outward blessings are owing to God’s immediate care over men 
then are they not obliged for them to any commissioned 

demons or angels that govern under him. 

The prophet Isaiah, in many places of his prophecy, chap, 
xli. 22. and chap, xliii. 11, 12, 13, and chap. xlv. 5, 6 7 
assures us, that God is the great disposer of good and evil m 
all cities and places. So that nothing is more apparent, than 
that God has the concernment of the whole creation under 
his eye, and keeps the disposal of all things m his own hands, 
and that all things are done with his permission, if not by i 
order and appointment; he then must be the only object; of 
our hope and trust, our praises and thanksgivings, who is the 
author and donor of all our blessings; and if angels are not 


* In locum. 


t Matth. [x. 29, 30.] 
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to partake with God in our prayers and praises, whose ministry 
God sometimes makes use of in the dispensations of his pro¬ 
vidence towards the sons of men, much less the saints de¬ 
parted, concerning whose ministry on earth for their good, the 
Scripture says not so much, says nothing at all, nay speaks 
against it. Revel. xiv. 13, “Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord, they rest from their labours.” And St. Paul, 
speaking of the prophet David, Acts xiii. 36, says, “ After he 
had served his own generation by the will of God, he fell on 
sleep:” which implies, that after he had served God in his 
generation, and was gone to heaven, that service was over, and 
he was no longer to be employed in such ministries. 


PART II. 


IV. 

No proof from Scripture for the religion8 adoration of angels 

and saints departed. 

By religious adoration, I do not mean the hare act of adora¬ 
tion, which, without blame, may and has been given in common 
to God, angels, and men; but adoration with such circum¬ 
stances of religion, whether as to time, or place, or occasion, 
or the absence and invisibility of the object, wherewith divine 
institution, or the custom of the world, has directed and pre¬ 
scribed God to be worshipped: for this the Romanists have 
no proof in Scripture, as will appear by examining the texts 
they produce for it. 

The first is Gen. xviii. 2, where it is written, that “ Abraham 
seeing three men stand before him, ran to meet them, and 
bowed himself towards the ground.” 

To this the answer is obvious, that this was only a civil re¬ 
spect or reverence that was customarily paid in that country 
from man to man ; Abraham taking them to be no more than 
men, and making provision for them accordingly j ver. 5. “I 
will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts 
and this the Apostle favours in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
chap. xiii. 2, where exhorting to hospitality, he uses this as 
an argument, that some thereby have “ entertained angels un¬ 
awares;” that is, have entertained angels whilst they thought 
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them to be but men. I might here add, that some have 
thought it most likely, that one of those three angels was the 
Son of God, the “ Angel of the Covenant,** as it is called 
Mai. iii. 1 ; and “the Angel of the great Council,”* as the 
Septuagint have it in Isa. ix. 6. And so thef Fathers ex¬ 
pound the text, observing that in many verses of this chapter, 
the angel that for some time after held discourse with Abraham 
concerning the destruction of Sodom, is called by that incom¬ 
municable name of God, Jehovah, styled by Abraham, the 
“ Judge of all the earth,** ver. 17, 20, 22, 26. But this 
hinders not but that Abraham at first thought them all three 
to be men; nor is there any circumstance in the text, that 
speaks the respect he shewed them, to be any more than civil. 

Bellarmine’s next protffis from Gen. xix. which he does not 
much insist on, but others thus improve, telling us, that Lot 
is not only said to worship the two angels that came to him, 
“bowing himself with his face towards the ground,” ver. I; 
but, 19, 20, to make supplication to them in the behalf of 
Zoar, that that might be spared as a refuge to him and 
his family from the storm of fire that was coming on those 
cities. 

To this, the same answer in effect is to be given; that Lot 
at first apprehended them to be no other then men, and that 
the prostration he paid them, was only an expression of civil 
respect and honour to them: though afterwards, as in the 
former instance, he might come to understand, that one of 
these two angels was also the eternal Logos, the Son of God; 
to which purpose it is to be observed, that Lot, ver. 19, makes 
his application only to one of them, and owns him to be the 
author of his safety and deliverance; and the very form and 
strain of the thanksgiving declares the person it was offered 
to, more than a creature; Behold now thy servant hath 
found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy 
that thou hast shewed me :** or as the vulgar Latin hath it,£ 
“thou hast magnified thy glory and thy mercy,” &c. Again it 
is said, that the angel heard his petition, and accepted him 
concerning Zoar, ver. 21, which he could not have done, nor 
had it been any more in his power to have spared Zoar, than 

* Mtyaktje iSovXijs ayytXoQ. 

f Constant. Mag. ad Macar. Epis. Hieros. in l. de vit. sua apud Euseb. 
c. 50. [e. 53.] [ut supra, p. 510.] S. Hil. 1. 4. de Trinit. [vol. 2. p. 91. 
Veron. 1730,] 

X Magnificasti Gloriam et Misericordiam. 
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the rest of the cities, had he been no more than an angel. 
And it should seem, that it was the same angel that spared 
Zoar, that is said, ver. 24, “to rain fire and brimstone” upon 
the rest, and is there called the Lord Jehovah in the original; 
for it immediately follows, after Lot’s petition for Zoar was 
granted, “ Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.” 

But Bellarmine lays not so great a stress on these two, as 
on that that follows; for says he, if it should be said, that 
Abraham and Lot thought at first that these angels were no 
more than men, and so the worship was no more than civil, 
that was exhibited to them ; the like cannot be said of Balaam’s 
worshipping the angel, who knew him to be an angel when he 
worshipped him ; and now says he,* “it is ridiculous to say, 
that it is a civil honour that is paid to angels.” Numb. xxii. 
31, “Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw 
the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his sword 
drawn in his hand, and he bowed down his head, and fell flat 
on his face.” 

I shall not stay here to determine, whether Balaam was a 
Prophet of God, or only a heathen soothsayer ; each opinion 
has its learned patrons; it is evident he was an ill man, and 
had a covetous mind; that if he had not been powerfully 
over-ruled by the Spirit of God, he had been corrupted by the 
glorious promises of reward .that Balak made him, and that 
when God would not suffer him to curse his people Israel, he 
taught Balak a way how to bring a curse upon them, by 
tempting them to sin and folly, f to “ eat things sacrificed to 
idols, and to commit fornication with the daughters of Moab.” 

Now, 1. The mere example of such a man cannot be thought 
sufficient to justify and secure the goodness of any action. 

2. The bowing and prostration was a token only of honour 
and respect, as is due to all creatures proportionable to the 
worth and excellencies they have received from God; and if 
it be ridiculous to call this, as Bellarmine tells us, civil wor¬ 
ship, I will not quarrel with him for a word, provided it be 
owned to be a worship different from religious, and is not 
called by that name: and yet after all, I know no reason why 
1 may not shew an honourable respect and esteem to an angel 
that appears to me on the earth, as well as to a prophet, or 


* Angel is ridiculum est dicere deberi eivilem bonorem. 
f Numb. xxv. 1. Rev. ii. 14. 
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an eminent philosopher: nay, why I may not pay such a kind 
of worship to him, if sent to withstand me in an evil way, as 
I may and ought to a magistrate, who is ordained by God 
to be a terror to evil works, “ a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil.”* 

3. There are those who will have this angel to he the same 
mentioned in Bellarmine’s next instance, that appeared to 
Joshua, viz. “the captain of the Lord’s host,” who also 
appeared with his sword drawn in his hand, as this to Balaam. 

I pass therefore to consider that text. Josh. v. 13, 14, where 
Joshua is said to fall on his face to the earth, and worship the 
angel that appeared to him. This must be confessed to he 
religious worship, from the words that follow, ver. 15, where 
the angel bids him, “ Jppse thy shoe from off thy foot, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground ; and Joshua did 
so.” 

But then we are to observe, that Joshua did not fall down 
and pay this homage and worship to him at first, -till he had 
told him that he was the captain of the Lord's host. “As 
captain of the host of the Lord am I come,” ver. 14. And 
to whom can that title, with any show of reason, be attributed 
but to the Son of God, who before appeared to Moses in a 
flaming bush, Exod. iii. 1, 2, required the same expression 
of worship to be paid him, ver. 5 : “ Put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet,” and is called the Lord Jehovah in many places, 
both in the 3rd and 4th chapters; who also was the angel 
that went before the children of Israel, and led them through 
the wilderness; and therefore says the Apostle, 1 Cor. x. 9: 
“ Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed of serpents.” In which words, savs the 
Jesuit Salmcron,f “ the Apostle intimates to us Ciirist’s 
divinity, forasmuch as he was the peculiar leader and con¬ 
ductor of the Israelites to all which we may farther observe, 
that he who in chap. v. 14, calls himself the “ captain of the 
Lord’s host,” is, in chap. vi. 2, called Jehovah. “ And the 
Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thy hand 
Jericho.” 

From attempting to justify their adoration of angels, Bellar* 
mine proceeds to cite places for the religious adoration of holy 

* Rom. xiii. 3, 4. 

t Signanter dicit Apostolus (tie tentemus Christum, &c.) Divinitatem 
Christi insinuans, nec immerito, quia Christus Deus erat peculiaris ductor 
illorum, Ac. disput. 17. [vol. 14. p. 136. col. 1. Colon. Agr« 1604.] 
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men and prophets. And his first is, 1 Sara, xxviii. 14, where 
Saul is said to worship Samuel, raised up by the witch of 
Endor. “ And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he 
stooped with his face towards the ground, and bowed himself/* 
That this ghost was the devil in Samuel’s shape, and not 
Samuel himself, many of the Fathers have plainly asserted; 
“as the devil, 0 says Tertullian,* “ sometimes transforms him¬ 
self into an angel of light, here by God’s permission he put 
on the shape of a man of light.” The author of the book of 
Ecclesiasticusf is indeed of the other opinion, chap. xlvi. 20 : 
“ After his death he prophesied, and shewed the king his end, 
and lift up his voice from the earth in prophecyand the 
Church of Rome having received that Apocryphal book with 
the rest into the canon of Scripture, the Romish doctors do 
also eagerly contend for it; but it is not likely that the souls 
of the saints, who, as we read, “ are in God’s hands,” should 
be so much under the devil’s power, as to be raised and dis¬ 
turbed by him at pleasure; or that God, who had refused to 
answer^ Saul by dreams, or by Urim, or by his prophets, the 
ways he himself had appointed, should now gratify him, when 
by unlawful and forbidden ways he came to inquire of liim.§ 

But be it so, that Saul took him to be Samuel himself: I 
answer, that either there was no more in Saul’s gesture of 
stooping and bowing before him, than only a testimony of 
respect and honour, such as was due to him on the account of 
his being a prophet, and a holy man, and which Saul had or 
might have paid to him when alive; or, if there was any thing 
of religion in it, it was more than it ought to be, and what no 
example, much less the example of an ill prince, and one 
forsaken by God, can justify. 

The like may be said of Obadiah’s falling on his face and 
worshipping Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 7: “ And as Obadiah was 
in the way, behold Elijah met him, and he knew him, and 
fell on his face and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah V 3 It 
cannot indeed be called properly a civil worship, Obadiah 
being a great man, and superior to Elijah in power and 
authority ; but then, neither was it strictly speaking any 
worship at all, but a token of honour and esteem shewn him 

* Just. Mart. Qu. 52. [p. 461. Par. 1742.] L. dc Auima, c. 33. [c. 
57-J [ut supra, p. 306.] 

t St. Aust. tom. 4. quaes. 27. [ut supra, vol. 3. Append, p. 51.] Greg. 
"Nyss. 

t 1 Sam. xxviii. 6* 


$ Deut. xviii. lit 
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on the account of his office and holiness, and not of superiority 
or dominion. 

The last instance mentioned by Bellarmine, is somewhat 
more difficult, viz. Dan. ii. 46, where we read, that Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar worshipped Daniel, “and commanded that oblations 
and sweet odours should be offered unto him.” Where the 
offering oblations and odours being enjoined with adoration, 
they would needs have to be religious worship. But, 

1. These oblations and odours might not be sacrifices, but 
only presents made to Daniel: the words in the original 
Mincha, and Nichochin, signifying at large not only sacri¬ 
fices and incense, but gifts and sweet odours; and then the 
whole action was no more than honorary, and what Daniel's 
extraordinary spirit aocL gift of prophecy, might justly challenge 
from the greatest of men. 

2, If those oblations and odours were proper sacrifices (as 
some think they were, because the word in the original Lenmaca , 
is more properly rendered, to be sacrificed, than offered to him ; 
and so the vulgar Latin has it,* that they should sacrifice an 
oblation and sweet odours unto him, to which the Romanists 
are bound to stand), either Daniel accepted of them, or he did 
not; if he did, then he took more than was due to him, 
** sacrifice, according to them, being peculiar to God” (there¬ 
fore Bellarmine, aware of this, will have them not to be sacri¬ 
fices, but only gifts or presents), and then his example does 
not warrant the action : or he did not, and then the offering 
it by a heathen prince, who after the manner of his own 
religion (and as the men of Lycaonia would have done to 
Paul and Barnabasf), would have worshipped him as a God, 
cannot make it lawful, while it was refused by the prophet. 
And though it is not said expressly, he refused it; yet may it 
be gathered from the coherence of the chapter, and is favoured 
by great men of the Church of Rome; for it seems probable 
enough, that after the king, ver. 46, had fallen down to wor¬ 
ship Daniel, and commanded an oblation and sweet odours to 
be offered to h«pn> that Daniel forbade it, and advised, that they 
should be offered to God, as a principal part of that worship 
that was peculiar to him, repeating to him the words of the 
28th verse; “ There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, 
and maketh known to the king what shall be hereafterand 
this may be very well conjectured, in that the next verse, the 

* Ut aacrificarent ei. t Acts xiv. 13. 
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47th, begins thus : “ Tlie king answered unto Daniel;” which 
intimates, that Daniel had said something since the king spake 
to him in the 46th verse, and commanded him to be worshipped. 
Also in that the king's answer seems to be a repeating of what 
Daniel had said in reply to the king, when he commanded his 
servants to sacrifice to him ; which is, in effect, the same with 
the 28th verse, “ Of a truth it is,” answers he, consenting and 
repeating as it were, what Daniel had spoke last, “ that your 
God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of 
secrets, seeing thou couldst reveal this secret.” For this 
opinion, I could produce the testimony of no less than three 
Jesuits, Sanctius, Pererius, and Maldonate; the last of which 
is very positive, “ That the Prophet refused the honour offered 
to him; the Scripture not saying that he accepted it, but only 
that the king offered it.”* 

Having thus shewn the insufficiency of their proofs for the 
religious adoration of saints and angels, it will not be amiss to 
set down those that plainly and expressly forbid and condemn 
it; amongst many, these five are not the least considerable. 
It is the first commandment God gave on Mount Sinai, JExod. 
xx, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” This God 
oft-times reinforced by his servant Moses, l)eut. vi. 13, and 
chap. x. 20, “ Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve 
him.” And if our blessed Saviour may be allowed to be a 
good interpreter of God’s law, those w r ords confine all religious 
worship to God alone. For so he replies to the devil, and at 
ouce quotes and explains that text, in Matth. iv. 10, “ It is 
written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” It is not enough here to sav, that the 
word only is to be restrained to the latter word serve, and 
does not at all belong to the former word worship: when it 
was to worship him, that the devil demanded of our Saviour, 
ver. 9, “All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worship me.” And if these words, “ Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God,” are not to be understood exclu¬ 
sive of all other beings, they had not been an qpswer sufficient 
to the devil’s demand, who might have returned, thou mayest 
worship God and me too. 

Nor is it at all to the purpose to say, that by those words is 
only forbid the highest degree of religious worship, Latria , to 


* Ego asseveranter affirmo, Prophetam oblatum honorem recusasse, 
neque enim Scripture elicit, quod file acceperit, sed quod illi rex obtulerit. 
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be given to other things, when it was not that but a lower 
degree that the devil required. The highest degree of reli¬ 
gious worship, which they call “ Latria , is,” says Bellarmine,* 

“ always accompanied with the apprehension and acknowledg¬ 
ment of God, as the first principal and ultimate end of all 
things, and consequently as the chiefest good.” But it is ap¬ 
parent, the devil did not claim this, he acknowledged the 
sovereign and almighty power of God, “ that it was he alone 
that could make stones to become bread,” ver. 3. He acknow¬ 
ledged the power he had of disposing of all the kingdoms of 
the world, was not by any natural right, but derivative and 
by way of grant; “ They were delivered to me,” says he, 
Luke iv. G. And thus owning himself not to be the Supreme 
Being, he cannot be supposed to claim the supreme or highest 
degree of worship. The devil then challenging but an inferior 
worship, our Saviour’s answer must be supposed to forbid that 
too, as well as the highest, or else it can by no means pass for 
an answer. So much also the very words and phrase intimate, 

“ If thou wilt fall down and worship me,” or by falling down 
worship me; the devil would have been content with the ex¬ 
ternal act only, with any degree : he might have kept his 
heart for God, so long as he had bowed his body in token of 
subjection to him. This therefore must be forbid in our 
Saviour’s answer, or else it does not reach the case and the 
thing demanded. 

But the words being an answer to the devil’s demand, may 
they not be restrained to a prohibition only of worshipping 
devils and evil spirits ? I answer, the words run in the largest 
and most general expression, and the reason given why God is 
to be worshipped, holds as strong against the worship of good 
spirits, as evil: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,” for 
this reason, because he is the Lord thy God: now good spirits 
are no more the Lord our God, than bad ones are. 

St. Paul’s caution and prohibition is no less to be heeded. 
Col. ii. 18: “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding iuto 
those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his 
fleshly mind, and not holding the Head.” 

“ In a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels it 


* Latriam esse quandam summam voluntatis prostrationem et inclina- 
tionem, cum apprehensione Dei, ut primi principii et ultimi finis, atque adeo 
summi boni. De SS. Beat. 1. 1. c. 12. [vol. 2. p. 401. col. 1. Prag. 1721.] 
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should seem there were then a sort of judaizing Christians, who 
supposing the law to be given by angels, would have introduced 
the worship of them into the Church, and their pretence was 
plausible, humility and modesty. 

They taught that the great Lord of the universe was as 
little to be seen and approached unto, as to be comprehended; 
and therefore that no man ought to dare to address to him 
immediately, but by the interposition of angels, bringing first 
their prayers to them, in order to their being offered up to 
God. This the Synod of Laodicea plainly forbids, calling it 
an hidden idolatry, and a forsaking the Lord Jesus Christ,* * * § 
and approaching to idolatry. Theodoret, upon the text, calls 
it f a vice that had continued a long time in Phrygia and 
Pisidia; and that even in his time there were oratories to be 
seen among them, to St. Michael the archangel. 

It follows, intruding into those things that he hath not 
seen; that is, taking the liberty to talk of things that God 
had not revealed, and therefore speaking at random and by 
guess of those matters; as indeed the Schoolmen do ; as will 
appear to any person that looks into their divinity about the 
number, orders, names, and ministry of holy angels. 

** Not holding the Head;’* that is, they who make use of the 
mediation of angels, forsake our Lord Jesus Christ, whom 
God hath constituted the Head of his Church, and made the 
only Mediator between God and man.% 

To put by the force of this text, no fewer than three Car¬ 
dinals have spent their wit and ammunition upon it. 

Cardinal Perron would have this worship of angels, not to 
be understood of the worship paid to angels, but the worship 
delivered by them, and consequently, that the Jewish religion 
or way of worship, was the only thing forbidden in this text; 
concerning which, we read, Heb. ii. 2, “ That it was spoken 
by angels.*’ And Gal. iii. 19, “Was ordained by angels in 
tne hand of a mediator.” But this witty device has been 
sufficiently exposed by M- Daille,§ shewing, in many instances, 
that the genitive that follows Opri<wda, worship, is always 
taken objective, for the object, and not originaliter, for the 
author or institutor of worship : thus u the worship of idols,’* 

* Kt Kpvfifiivrj dStaXoXarpda tyicartXtre rbv Kbpiov t)putv ’Iijaovv 

Xpttrrbv, cat tiSta\o\aTpdav irpo<ri}\&6P. Canon. 36. [Labbe, Condi, 
vol. 1, p. 1503. Lut. Par. 1671.] 

t T6 v&Qoc. [vol. 3. p. 490. Hal. 1771.] t 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

§ De object, cult. Rel. Lat. 1. 3. p. 31. [Genev, 1664.] 
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Wisd. xiv. 2 7, is not the worship prescribed by idols, but the 
worship payed them. “ His religion is vain,” in the 1st of 
James 2(i, and, “our religion,” in Acts xxvi. 5, is not the 
religion they were the authors of, but the religion they professed 
and practised. He adds, that Petavius rejects this exposition of 
Perron’s for this reason, that if this had been St. Paul’s mean¬ 
ing, he would, according to his usual phrase in his other 
Epistles, have called it, not the worship,* but the law of 
angels, the law delivered by angels, 

Bellarmine will have the place to be levelled only againstf 
certain heretics, the Simonians and others, who held that the 
angels were a sort of inferior gods, and that the world was 
made by them ; and consequently, that it does not forbid all 
worship of angels. Butman any thing be expressed in more 
general terms, than this caution of the Apostle’s? And 
though, it may be, there were some heretics in those days, 
that held opinions concerning the nature, and office, and 
worship of angels, that the Church of Rome does not, and also 
far worse than any hold and practise in that Church ; yet it 
does not follow, that because they were most guilty, she is not 
guilty at all: that because the Apostle forbids the worship of 
angels as gods, and makers of the world, he does not forbid it 
to them as creatures of the highest rank and order. 

, a But Baronius being sensible how home St. Paul and the 
tcanon speak to this point, begs Theodore*’ s pardon, and tells 
him that he understood neither the one nor the other: and 
that St. Paul here forbade only$ the worship of false and 
heathenish gods; and that those oratories dedicated to St. 
Michael were set up by Catholics, and not heretics, it being 
then the practice of the Church to invocate angels. 

Here, (l.) We may observe how these two great Cardinals 
contradict one another: a sign they were at a loss what to say.§ 
Baronius asserting, that “ there is no footsteps left of such 
heretics in that age; and that those oratories were erected by 
Catholics.” || Bellarmine, “ That there were such, Simon and 
his disciples, mentioned by several of the Fathers, Irenaeus, 

* Not Bptftn eelav, but HAfiov. + Fuisse Hsereticos, Simonianos, 
qui quosdam Angelos quasi minores Deos, et qui mundum fabric&ssent, 
adorarent. De Sanct. Beat. 1.1. c. 20. [vol. 2. p. 417. col. 2. Prag. 1721.] 

t Hand teliciter assecutus eat verborum Pauli sensum, &c. Incauti 
nimis, quae a Catholicis essent ante instituta, Hsreticis, quorum nulla 
esset tnemoria, tribuens. Tom. 1. An. 60. sect. 20. [ut supra, vol. 1. p. 
570. col. 1.] § Eod. loc. || Eod. Iqq. 

VOL. VII. 8 
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Tertullian, and others, and that their oratories were built by 
heretics/* 

(2.) Though we might venture to stake Theodorct’s judg¬ 
ment and credit against Baronins’s, who lived nearer the Apos¬ 
tolical age, and consequeujjy understood the truth in this par¬ 
ticular more perfectly, ycFwe need not his authority to explain 
the text. The very argument the Apostle uses to dissuade 
them from the worship of angels, shewing that those then guilty 
of it, were not heathens, nor the angels they worshipped 
heathen daemons, or inferior deities; but Christians, though 
perhaps such as were too much addicted to the law of Moses; 
and good angels, Buch as were owned both by Jews and Chris¬ 
tians. For had the text been designed against the former, viz. 
heathen worshippers of heathen gods, it had been very imper¬ 
tinent for the Apostle to have urged, that by that practice 
“ they forsook the Lord Christ, and held not the Head /’ when 
as they never had believed on him. 

Acts x. 25, 26, Cornelius falling down at St. Peter’s feet, 
and worshipping, is thus reproved for it by the Apostle, 
“ Stand up, I myself also am a man as if he had said, God 
only, and none but he, is religiously to be worshipped. 

We read, Acts xiv. from ver. 11 to 16, with what indigna¬ 
tion and abhorrence St. Paul and Barnabas forbade the Lycao- 
nians to offer sacrifices to them, though they had given clear 
demonstrations of a Divine spirit within them, by the miracu¬ 
lous cure of a cripple that had never walked, assigning the 
same reason in effect for it, as St. Peter did to Cornelius: 
“ We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto 
you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living 
Godthat is, that you should abstain from worshipping after 
a religious manner, any qreated beings, though never so excel¬ 
lent, whether in heaven or earth, but the living God only, the 
Creator of all things, who made heaven and earth, and the sea, 
and all things therein. 

Lastly, What God and our Saviour forbade, St. Paul 
cautioned against, and holy men refused, we find an angel 
himself rejecting, Rev. xix. 10: “ And 1,” says St. John, “ fell 
at his feet to worship; and he said unto me, See thou do it 
not: I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have 
the testimony of Jesus: worship God/* Repeated again. Rev. 
xxii. 8, 9, “ See thou do it not, I am thy fellow servant, and of 
thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the say¬ 
ings of this book j worship God.” 
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Here several things are worthy our observation. (1.) That 
the thing is twice forbid, and St. John twice reproved for it. 
(2.) That the angel forbade it with some vehemency and 
earnestness of spirit; which shews the thing to he very evil 
and highly displeasing to God ; hdkteems as it were somewhat 
disturbed at the sight of it; and wrat he might do what he 
could to prevent the action, he spake with haste, and abruptly, 
opa pi), “ See thou do it not.” (3.) He adds two reasons 
against it: the first taken from the equality of our state and 
condition, being all creatures and fellow-servants, “lam thy 
fellow-servantthe other from the dishonour and affront it 
does to God, invading his property, and robbing him of that 
honour that is his peqjjjar; so much those words imply, 
“ worship Godfor was not religious adoration a part of the 
incommunicable worship of God, those words could have been 
no argument against St.John’s adoring the angel; but he 
might have adored the angel and God too. 

Hut here they reply many things: 

1. They tell us, that St. John took this angel to be the Son 
of God, the same that appeared to him at the beginning, 
chap. i. saying, “I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last: I am he that was dead and am alive, and behold I live for 
evermore, and have the keys of hell and death.” 

I answer; it is possible St. John might think so at the 
first time of the angel’s appearing to him; but it is not to be 
imagined, that at his second appearance, after that he had 
been told that he was his fellow-servant, and chid for wor¬ 
shipping him, he should fall into the same mistake again. Is 
it not much more probable, that he did it in a kind of extasy, 
being astonished at the dazzling lustre and brightness of his 
appearance ? But be it so, that St. John tbok the angel to 
be the Son of God: this is so far from serving their cause, 
that it turns with great force against them; for if St. John 
was reproved for worshipping an angel, when he thought it 
was God in the shape of an angel, are not Papists much more 
blameable for worshipping angels as such, when they think 
them to be but angels t 

2. They say, that the angel modestly refused to be wor¬ 
shipped, in honour to Christ, who had assumed human nature; 
not but that it was the angels’ due, and might still be paid 
them as it was before Christ’s incarnation; but in complaisance 
to it, they are willing to indulge the race of mankind that 
omission, and to deny themselves, to do honour to Christ; so 

s 2 **.''*. 
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that “both the angels do well to refuse it, and mankind do 
well to pay it.” 

But what is this, but to say that the angels pass a compli¬ 
ment on the Son of God, as if he was beholden to them that 
do not share with him iqtfke worship of men ? What is this 
but to conceive most unv^thily of those blessed spirits, as if 
they could be guilty of that hypocrisy and dissimulation too 
often practised in human conversation? As if they could 
condescend to the foppishness and courtship of this lower 
world, wherein men oft-times strive to excel each other in 
their civilities, and sometimes outwardly refuse those respects 
which in their hearts they most desire, and are ambitious after. 

3. They say, that though the angel refused to be worshipped 
by St. John, as he would have done also by the other Apostles, 
who were engaged in the same work with him, in bearing 
testimony to Jesus ; yet was it due to them from other Chris* 
tians of a lower rank and order. 

But this is answered in the reason the angel gave for his re 
fusing to be worshipped, which reaches to all sorts of Chris¬ 
tians, to one as well as another, he being a fellow-servant with 
the meanest that believe in Christ, as well as with an Apostle 
or Prophet; and so it follows, “ I am thy fellow-servant, and 
of them that keep the sayings of this book.” 

4. That which follows is very surprising; but what will not 
great wits venture at ? Cardinal Bellarmine will not only have 
these words no argument against the worship of angels, but an 
argument for it: *“If St. John,” says he, “thought him to 
be an angel, and yet worshipped him, why are we reproached 
for doing what St. John did? Do the Calvinists know better 
than St. John did, whether angels are to be worshipped?” 

I answer, if St. John thought him to be an angel, and yet 
worshipped him, why should we not be reproved for doing 
what St. John did, if St. John did what he should not have 
done? “Do the Calvinists know better than St. John whether 
angels are to be worshipped ?” I answer, do the Papists know 
better than the angels, whether angels are to be worhipped, 
who expressly forbade it? “See thou do it not; worship 
God.” 


* Si Johannes putavit esse Angelum, et tamen adoravit; cur nos re 
prehendimur qui facimus quod Johannes fecit ? Num melius Johanne 
norunt Calvinist® sintne Angeli adorandi? De Sanct. Beat. 1. 1. c. 14. 
[ut supra, p. 406. col. 2.] 



PRAYERS TO SAINTS AND ANGELS. 


261 


V. 

No proof from Scripture for the solemn Invocation of Angels 

and Saints departed. 

Up 

Of this there are three branches : 1 . Praying to them to 
bestow or to pray for blessings for us. 2. Praying to be heard 
for their sakes, in favour of them and their merits. 3. Praying 
to them as intercessors and mediators for us in the presence of 
God. For none of which is there any proof in Scripture. 

The first branch is: There is no proof in Scripture for 
praying to them to bestow, or to pray to God for blessings 
for us. 

Many of their learned men freely grant,* that there is no 
express command, either in the Old or New Testament, for the 
invocation of saints departed. 

Not in the Old Testament, because the souls- of the 
patriarchs, and other holy men, were detained in limbo, and 
were not admitted into heaven, and the beatific vision, till our 
Saviour, after his resurrection, carried them up thither. But 
was it so : if the saints come to know the prayers of their sup¬ 
plicants by revelation from God, as some of them affirm, why 
might they not have come to the knowledge of them in limbo, 
as well as in heaven, since God could have made them known 
to them in one place as well as another ? Besides, were not 
Enoch and Elias carried up immediately into heaven ? and the 
latter in the very sight of Elisha. Were not Noah and his 
sous the direct posterity of Enoch ? Were they not in great 
distress in the time of the flood ? Was there not a great zeal 
of affection between Elias and Elisha? And yet, notwith¬ 
standing all these great inducements and encouragements to 
it, taken from the endearing relation of a father to his sons, 
and them in distress, and of a master to his disciples; yet 
we no more read of “ Holy Enoch, or holy Elias pray for us,” 
than of “ Holy Abraham or holy Isaac pray for us.” 

Not in the New Testament, lest it should be an occasion of 
offence and scandal to the new converted Gentiles, and make 
them think that they had only changed their gods, but not 
their religion; that the Christian doctrine was only a device of 

* Bell, de SS. Beat. c. 19. [Ibid. p. 412*1 Sal®* fa 1 Tim. ii. dlsp. 7. 
[ut supra, voL 15. p. 473. col. 1.] Eck. Enchir. de Ven. Sanct. <3.15. 
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the Apostle to thrust out their own demons and heroes, and 
to put in themselves. 

And is not this a good argument still ? Is it not of as much 
force now to cast this practice out of the Church, as it was 
then to keep it out ? Does it not give infinite offence to a great 
part of the Christian world ? And is it not esteemed, and that 
justly by them, to be the otd Pagan worship revived, or some¬ 
thing very near it ? For it is not the change of the object 
that makes any material difference, or that can excuse it, 
whilst the act or kind of worship is the same: religious worship 
is God’s peculiar, and to give it to a creature was the Pagan 
worship and superstition. 

Now is it not a very unaccountable thing, that the Church 
of llome should make that an article of faith, for which there 
is confessedly no foundation in Scripture ? And is it not as 
much to be wondered at, that if this practice was to obtain in 
the Church, the Scriptures that give so many plain directions 
concerning prayer, the object, the manner of performance, the 
qualifications of the suppliant, should be wholly silent about 
this ? That the Apostles, who were guided by the Spirit of 
God into all truth, and therefore cannot be supposed to omit 
any part of the Christian doctrine that was necessary, nay, 
profitable for the salvation of souls,, should quite forget it, and 
neither practise it themselves to the blessed Virgin, who died 
before some of them, nor in any of their writings instruct the 
people in the piety and usefulness of it ? 

But though there are no plain texts in the Old Testament 
for invocation of saints, there are for invocation of angels, and 
they insist chiefly on these. 

In Gen. xlviii. 16, it is said that Jacob prayed to an angel 
to bless the two sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim ; and 
“ the anejel which redeemed me from all evil bless the lads.” 

To this I answer, first, that this might be only a wish, and 
not a solemn prayer; and if a prayer, not put up to the angel, 
but to God, that he would appoint the same angel that pre¬ 
served him to bless them; a form of prayer like that of 
David’s, Psalm xxxv. 6, “ Let the angel of the Lord persecute 
them he prayed to God that it might be, not to the angel 
to do it. The like is to be said to Tooit, chap. v. 15, “ God, 
who dwelleth in heaven, prosper your journey, and the angel 
of God keep you company.” Which words are not spoken to 
the angel, but concerning him, merely by way of wish and 
desire, and not by way of supplication. But if they are a 
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prayer, then again it must be to God, as before, to send and 
appoint his angel. 

Secondly, This angel is generally thought, by the Fathers 
(whom the Romanists, in interpreting Scripture, are sworn to 
follow), to be the Son of God ; so Justin Martyr,* * * § disputing 
with Tryplio the Jew: “ He, an angel, God and Lord, appeared 
unto Abraham in human shape, and was seen of Jacob in the 
form and figure of a man.”f So Athanasius,^ and St. Cyril 
of Alexandria expound them, and thus they argue: “ How 
indecent was it for Jacob to join God and a creature together!” 
as he must do if the angel was no more than an angel, “ The 
Lord that fed me all my days, the angel which redeemed me.” 
This can seem reasonable to none but the Romanists, who 
commonly practise it, joining in their doxology the “blessed 
Virgin with God the Father and our blessed Saviour.” Again, 

“ IIow more unworthy of so holy a man as Jacob to pass by 
God, as it were, and to make his intercession to an angel, as 
if he had more confidence in the angel than in God ?”$ 

Lastly, Who was the angel that had redeemed Jacob from 
all evil ? Was it not he that had wrestled with him ? Gen. 
xxxii. 28, that had delivered him from his brother Esau? 
Whom he would not let go till he had blessed him ? And 
does not Jacob say of him, vcr. 30, “ I have seen God face to 
face, and my life is preserv ed ?” For the confirmation of this 
exposition, it will not be amiss to consult Hosea xii. 3, 4, 5 : 
“ He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his 
strength he had power with God ; yea, he had power over the 
angel, and prevailed: he wept and made supplication unto 
him: he found him in Bethel, and there he spake with 
us; even the Lord God of hosts, the Lord is his memorial.” 
Where the person that is called “an angel,” ver. 4. is in 
vcr. 3, called “ God,” not because he represented God, but 
was God himself; the word Elohim , in the plural number, 
being never used (as some learned men have observed) to 
denote one angel, but many, but often used to signify God. 
And ver. 5, he is called “ Jehovah, God of hostsappella- 

* Ovrog Kai *AyyeXof, Kai 9 tbg, Kai K vpiog, iv idiq, ’AvOpiorrov 
Ttp ’Iaicw/3 tpavtig. p. 71-[p. 156. Par. 1742.] 

t Serm. 4.—contra Arian. [vol. 1. p. 260, 261. Heidelb. 1601.] 
Thesaur. lib. 3. cap. 6. 

X Laus Deo, Virginique matri, Deo item Jesu Christo. Bell, in fin. 
tom. 1. 

§ Perer. in fin. lib.demotus et mundi setern. Greg. Val. infin.omn. Op. 
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tions proper to God alone, and not communicable to any 
created angel: for thus saith God of that name Jehovah, or 
** I am that I am,” Exod. iii. 15, “This is my name for ever, 
and this is my memorial unto all generations.” 

To this, some of them add those other words of Jacob,* in 
the latter part of the 16th verse, “And let my name be 
named on them, and the name of my fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacobbut most ignorantly and impertinently : 
for who does not see the difference betwixt calling on the name 
of Jacob, and the name of Jacob being called upon them ? 
Nothing can be more evident, than that Jacob did not speak 
of a religious invocation of himself after he was dead, and of 
his ancestors, Abraham and Isaac, but of the adopting of the 
sons of Joseph into his family, and dividing to them a portion 
with the rest of his children, in the land of Canaan ; and that 
though they were bom in Egypt, out of his family, they should 
no less be esteemed his sons. It is a known phrase among the 
Jews, whereby is expressed the engrafting of any person, man 
or woman, into a family, explained beyond all contradiction in 
Gen. xlviii. 5, “ And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Ma- 
nasseh, which were bom unto thee in the land of Egypt, 
before I came unto thee in Egypt, are mine ; as Reuben and 
Simeon they shall be mine.” As also in Isa. iv. 1, “In that 
day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, &c. 
Only let thy name be called upon us so the margin reads it 
verbatim from the Hebrew; that is, as it is in the text, “ Ouly 
let us be called by thy name,” or accounted thine. The same 
phrase we find, Dan. ix. 18, “O my God, behold the city, 
whereupon thy name is called so in the Hebrew, but Ten¬ 
dered in the text, “ which is called by thy name.” Was it 
needful in so plain a case, I might produce their own inter- 
pretersf against themselves; but I shall set down only the 
words of one of them, “ The name of one man, according to 
the usual speech of the Jews, is said to he called upon another, 
when that other is called by his name.’’^ 

With the like confidence and impertinence do Bellarmine 
and others cite Job v. 1, “Call now, if there be any that will 
answer thee, and to which of the saints wilt thou turn V* Bel¬ 
larmine here tells us, that by saints, according to St. Austin, 

* Bell, de Sonet. Beat. 1. 1. c. 20. 

t Ribera in Comment Am. c. 8. ver. 12. 

| Nicol. Lyran. in locum. Fonseca in Cajet. 
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are meant angels, and cites many other places of Job where 
angels are called saints. 

Be this granted, is there here any precept to pray to them ? 
No, he confesses, the words are no farther an argument for it, 
than as they shew it “ was the custom of that age to implore 
the aid and protection of angels.”* 

But how do they shew this ? if the words have a quite dif- , 
ferent sense and design, as appears they have from the context. 
We find that Eliphaz, in the former chapter, instead of pitying 
Job, and administering comfort to him in his agony, accused 
him of impiety towards God, and unrighteousness towards 
men ;f alleging for it, that God never afflicts men in so 
grievous a manner, but for some great and notable wickedness ; 
and for the proof of this,, he appeals to Job's! and his own ex¬ 
perience, to the admonitions he had frequently given others 
of it, to the many instances of it in the destruction of great 
oppressors ;§ and tells him at last, that he was confirmed in 
this truth by an angel, who in the night had appeared to 
him: || and lest all this was not enough, he reassumes the 
argument in this verse, and bids him ask the opinion, and 
consult the experience of other holy men or saints, and he 
would find that all of them would seal to this truth; nay, but 
that he was so unworthy, and could not expect it, if an angel 
should appear to him, as one had done to him, he also would 
bear witness to it. 

A like text to this, and as little to their purpose, is that in 
Job xix. 21, ** Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye 
my friends, for the hand of the Lord hath touched me.” 

By friends cannot, without manifest violence to the context, 
be meant angels; but Job’s three friends that came to visit 
him, and instead of applying fit lenitives to his anguish, did, 
by their sharp and cutting reproaches, wound him deeper, and 
enrage his sores. Thus he begins the chapter, and complains 
of their cruelty, ver. 1, 2, “ How long will ye vex my soul, 
and break me in pieces with words ? These ten times have ye 
reproached me,” &c. And having in the following verses very 
lively expressed his bitter and pungent afflictions, in ver. 21, 
he takes up the complaint again, “ Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ye my friends.” Ye, the same persons he com¬ 
plained of before; as if he had said, 0 ye my friends, who pro- 

* C. 19. [ut supra, p. 412. col. 1.] f Job iv. 7. t Ver. 8. 

§ Ver. 9, 10. II Ver. 11, to the end. 
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fessed to come to comfort me, do not ye make my condition 
more deplorable; let it suffice that the hand of the Lord lies 
heavy upon me, do you not, by your cruel taunts, unreasonable 
and inhuman censures, add to my load and pressures ; but after 
others have forsaken me in my miseries, shew yourselves to be 
friends indeed, by the comforts and assistances you administer 
to me. 

Their chief proof for invocation of saints, and what they 
most insist on, is yet behind ; it is some such texts of Scrip* 
ture, wherein good men on earth are commanded to pray for 
one another, and from examples of that kind. A number of 
these are to be found both in the Old and New Testament; 
1 Sam. vii. 8, “And the children of Israel said to Samuel, 
Cease not to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he will 
save us out of the hands of the Philistines.” Job xlii. 8, “ And 
my servant Job he shall pray for you, for him will I accept.” 
Rom. xv. 30, “ I beseech you, brethren, that you strive together 
in your prayers to God for me.” To the same purpose are 
cited, Eph. vi. 18, 19, “Pray always with all prayer and 
supplication for all saints, and for me.” 1 Thess. v. 25, 
“ Brethren, pray for us.” 2 Thess. iii. 1, “ Finally, brethren, 
pray for us.” Col. iv. 3. Heb. viii. 8, “ Praying also for us.” 
Eph. iii. 14, 16, “For this cause I bow my knees unto the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, that he would grant you to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man.” 

It is confessed on all hands, and these texts abundantly 
prove it, that it is the indispensable duty of the members of 
Christ’s church, tp pray for one another, and that they may 
and ought to desire one another’s prayers. God has for great 
and wise reasons commanded and encouraged tins ; hereby we 
testify our mutual love to one another, express our sympathy 
and fellow-feeling with one another’s miseries; most effectually 
preserve the unity of the body of Christ, and uphold the 
solemn public worship of God in the world; which consists of 
meeting together* and putting up to one common Father 
mutual prayers for one another's prosperity. This also gives 
great credit and reputation to religion and virtue, when God 
hears the prayers of good men; and upon their supplications 
diverts a judgment, or removes a calamity from themselves and 
others. But from hence can be drawn no argument for the 
invocation of saints and angels: 

For, 1. Christians on earth are by these texts empowered 
only to desire others to pray for them. But the Church of 
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Rome prays to saints and angels, not only to pray for them, but 
to bestow blessings upon them, to give this or that temporal or 
spiritual good to them, and to help them in this or that parti¬ 
cular difficulty or distemper; which is to suppose them to 
have a most certain power to help them, and to terminate the 
worship on them. Innumerable instances of this kind may be 
produced; and the matter of fact is too notorious to be denied. 
Bonaventure, a cardinal and a saint, has burlesqued the Book 
of Psalms,* applying whatever is said in them to God the 
Father, and his Son Christ Jesus, unto the Virgin Mother. 
And was it true, as they of late do palliate the business, that 
hi whatever words or phrases their prayers to saints are ex¬ 
pressed, the meaning of the Church in them all is but an ora 
pro nobis ; yet this would not fetch it off, since it is not so 
much the matter of the prayer as the nature of the prayer 
that makes it unlawful to be prayed to them. For, 

2. When we are in those texts obliged to desire our fellow 
Christians to pray for us, that desire is not a praying to them, 
but a friendly request; but the Church of Rome enjoins to call 
upon the saints departed, in a most devout manner,f after the 
manner of supplicants; and we know that it is their constant 
practice to do it, with all the circumstances of religious worship, 
m consecrated places, at holy altars, at the same time they 
worship God with bended knees, with eyes and hands lift up ; 
witness the rosaries, the psalters, the hours, and all other 
offices of devotion, wherewith they worship the blessed Virgin; 
witness the oratories and chapels they have erected for her 
honour and service. Now does it follow, that because I am 
commanded to desire the prayers of my brethren on earth, I 
am also commanded after a most religious manner, to invoke 
the saints in heaven to pray for me ? 

3. These texts require us to desire our fellow Christians to 
be only mere supplicants and petitioners for us, to pray for us 
as they do for themselves. But the Church of Rome teaches 
and practises more in their invocation of saints, viz. to pray 
to them to become their advocates and mediators in heaven 
with God. Now these are two different things, and the one 
not to be inferred from the other. For in the first, in desiring 
the prayers of good men on earth, we rely on the goodness of 
God, and the truth of his promise to hear and answer them. 
In the latter, praying to saints in heaven as advocates and 

* Tom. 6. 478. [ut supra, p. 502, &e.] 

t Suppliciter invocare. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 14. p. 895. Lut. Par.] 
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mediators, we rely on their merits, the favour and interest they 
have in God; as if they were more easily prevailed with by 
our prayers than our God and Saviour; as if they had greater 
power in the court of heaven than the Son of God ; or that 
God would do more for men at their importunity than from his 
own infinite love and propensity to do good. 

4. These texts require us to desire the prayers of good men 
on earth, who hear us, and know our condition; but the 
Church of Rome requires men to pray to saints in heaven, who 
cannot hear us, and for ought we know, are ignorant of our 
state. Now does it follow, that because I may desire the 
prayers of one that is present, I may invoke the prayers of one 
that is absent ? Nothing can be said against the former ; but 
to do the latter, it is either an absurd and foolish, or a sinful 
and idolatrous action. Foolish, if they believe the saints in 
heaven do not hear them ; idolatrous, if they do: for that is 
to suppose them to be omnipresent, and to ascribe to them 
one of those perfections that is inconimunicably inherent 
in the nature of God. The truth of which I thus prove. 
He that prays to a saint departed prays to him in faith, in 
a belief that he hears and can help him. This faith is 
founded on something, either that the saint can hear and 
help him by his own natural power, or by some other means. 
If by the former, then the point is granted, and that ascribes 
to him an omnipresence, that is above the condition of a crea¬ 
ture ; if by the latter, some revelation must be produced from 
God to that purpose. For it is not enough that God'can 
make known our prayers to the saints one way or other ; but 
if they pray in faith to them, some proof must be produced 
that God does do it; for guess and conjecture is not a sufficient 
foundation for faith; it must have for its bottom either a 
natural power in the saint, or a revelation from God of some 
9 ther way. But there is no such revelation as to the latter, and 
therefore the praying in faith to them, necessarily implies the 
former, and consequently ascribes to them that omnipresence 
that is inseparable from the Deity. The Church of Rome 
tells us of many ways (all which I considered before under the 
second head), but they are not agreed which to fix upon; a 
true sign they are uncertain of all; and though God may and 
can do it any of those ways, that is no proof that he does do it 
by any of them, unless he had told us so. 

5. When we desire our fellow-Cliristians to pray for us, 
that is a vocal desire; bat the Church of Rome allows of 
mental as well as vocal prayers to be made to the saints 
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departed, which makes them omniscient, and ascribes to them 
the knowledge of the heart, and all its most secret motions.* 

I shall now produce the several texts of Scripture that make 
God the only object of prayer, as well as of the other parts of 
religious worship ; but to name them all, would be to transcribe 
a considerable part both of the Old and New Testament. This 
every Protestant knows that has been conversant in the Bible, 
and every Papist would be convinced of that had a licence and 
will to read it. It shall suffice therefore to set down a few. 

No man will deny, but that the tabernacle and temple at 
Jerusalem were peculiarly consecrated to the honour and wor¬ 
ship of the one God Jehovah, maker of heaven and earth. 
Now here were the Jews appointed to bring and perform all 
their worship; here fKey performed their vows, kept their 
solemn festivals ; hither they brought their tithes and offerings, 
and first-fruits ; here their sacrifices were to be offered, Deut. 
xii. 13, 14, here also their prayers were to be put-up. And 
when it so happened that they could not repair to the temple, 
being in exile or in war, they were to pray towards the temple. 
Thus Solomon prayed God to hear the petitions that were put 
up towards the tempie, 1 Kings viii. 30. And Daniel in 
Babylon, Dan. vi. 10, prayed with his windows open towards 
Jerusalem. Thus was God the only object of prayer in the 
Jewish religion. 

lie is so also in the Christian, Phil. iv. 6, “ In everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known unto God.” And in James i. 5, “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask it of God, who gives to all 
men liberally.” “ How shall they call upon him in whom they 
have not beiieved V says St. Paul, Korn. x. 14. Which words 
directly exclude all from being the objects of prayer, that are 
not the objects of our faith; and consequently, if we believe 
only in God, we must call upon him only. 

Our blessed Saviour has thus taught us to pray, Luke xi. 2, 
“ When ye pray, say. Our Father which art in heaven, &c. for 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory.” Or Matth. 
vi. 9, “After this manner pray ye, Our Father, &c. For 
thine is the kingdom,” &c. 

Whether this prayer was prescribed by our Saviour as a 
form to be used, or a pattern to be imitated by us, it is all 

* Voce vel mente supplicate. Concil. Trid. Sess. 25. [Labbe, Condi, 
vol. 14. p. 895. Lut. Par. 1672.] Bell, de Saact. Beat. 1. 1. C. 20. [ut 
wpra, p. 419. col. 1.] 
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one ; it still directs and obliges us to put up our prayers to 
our heavenly Father, whose is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory. We may observe also that every petition in this 
prayer is directed to God; “ Our Father which art in heaven,” 
being understood, though not repeated, in every one of them ; 
and if, as some tell us, this prayer contains a summary of 
whatever ought to be the subject-matter of a Christian’s 
prayer; then whatever I ought to pray for, I ought to pray to 
Gocl for it. 

Bellarninc tells us,* that this argument will not hold, be¬ 
cause it excludes the second and*third Persons in the blessed 
Trinity from being the object of prayer, as much as it does 
saints and angels. 

I answer : the word Fatherf in this prayer is to he taken 
essentially, and not personally, and so excludes not the other 
two Persons of the most holy and undivided Trinity, but only 
those that are of a different nature from them ; now, if the 
whole three Persons are one in essence, then whenever we pray 
to, and do honour to God the Father, we must at the same 
time worship the other two, though not so directly, who are 
one with him. 

I shall set down but one place more, Matth. xxi. 13, “ It is 
written,” says our Lord, “ my house shall he called the house 
of prayerso essential a part, you see, of God’s worship, is 
prayer, that God thought tit to describe his own house by that 
name; but if prayer did appertain to any other beside God, 
the house of prayer would not have been a sure distinguishing 
sign of God’s house. 

The second branch is : That there is no proof from Scrip¬ 
ture, that we may pray to God to be heard for the sake of the 
saints, in favour of them and their merits. 

The texts they make use of defend this, are many, but not 
different in their sense and meaning, and therefore one answer 
will serve them all: they are such as these: 

Exod. xxxii. 13: Moses thus prayed in behalf of the Is¬ 
raelites, when they had highly provoked God by worshipping 
the golden calf, “ Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel thy 
servants.” 

So Solomon prayed in the behalf of himself, 2 Chron. vi. 

16 : <f Now therefore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father, that which thou hast promised. 


* c. 20. 


t See Discourse of Invocation of Saints. 
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In 1 Kings xv. 4, it is said, “For David’s sake did the Lord 
his God give him a lamp in Jerusalem,” when he suffered 
wicked Abijam to succeed in the throne of Judah. 

In 2 Kings xix. 24, God promises for his servant David’s 
sake to defend the city of Jerusalem against Sennacherib’s 
mighty host, in the reign of Hezekiah. 

Again, Psalrn cxxxii. 1,10: “ Lord, remember David, and all 
his afflictions ; for thy servant David’s sake, turn not away the 
face of thine anointed.” And in the Song of the Three Chil¬ 
dren, that is added to the Apocrypha, ver. 12, they are said 
thus to pray, “ Cause not thy mercy to depart from us, for thy 
beloved Abraham’s sake, for thy servant Isaac’s sake, and for 
thy holy Israel’s sake.” t 

Now for the right understanding of all these texts, we are to 
consider, that these holy men, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
David, God was pleased, as a reward to their faithfulness and 
uprightness, and for the encouragement of religion and virtue 
in the world, of his mere grace and goodness to enter into a 
covenant with them, and many times to repeat and ratify it, 
“ that he would be their God, and the God of their seed 
that he would take them under his especial care and patron¬ 
age, and bestow many blessings and deliverances upon them. 
Hereupon, in- after ages, their posterity were wont in their 
prayers to mention their great and worthy ancestors ; not that 
they begged to be heard and answered “ for their sakes and 
merits,” but that they might (as it were) remember God of 
his covenant and promise made to their forefathers, and so 
begged to be heard “ for his own sake, his name sake, and his 
mercy sake.” So indeed those places expound themselves, 
those holy men being seldom or never mentioned in prayer, 
but God’s “promise and covenant” is also added. 

In the fore-quoted'place, Exod. xxxii. 13, it follows, “To 
whom thou hast sworn by thyself, and saidst, I will multiply 
your seed as the stars in heaven.” 

In the Song of the Three Children, ver. 13, it is added, “To 
whom thou hast spoken and promised, that thou wilt multiply 
their seed as the stars.” 

And where God promised “for David’s sake to defend Jeru¬ 
salem, to turn away his angerthe meaning is, for his cove¬ 
nant’s sake, and for his promise sake, which he made with and 
to David. 

So God himself teaches us to expound these texts. Exod. 
vi. 3, 4, 5: “ And I appeared unto Abraham, &c. And I 
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have also established my covenant with them, &c. And I 
have also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, and I 
have remembered my covenant.” Lev. xxvi. 41, 42: “If 
then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, &c. then will I 
remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with 
Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember.” 

And as good men were wont to adjure God by his truth and 
faithfulness engaged in covenant with their forefathers to spare 
them and to save them, so also was God pleased, the stronger 
to confirm their faith in his covenant and promises, sometimes 
to repeat and confirm it afresh to them. Psalm lxxxix. 28, “My 
covenant shall stand fast with them.” Ver. 33, “ My loving 
kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faith¬ 
fulness to fail.” Ver. 34, “ My covenant will I not break, nor 
alter the thing that is gone out of my lips ; once have 1 sworn 
by my holiness, that I will not lie unto David.” 

The doctrine of merit is a stranger to the Scriptures, and 
what no creature, though innocent, is capable of; the highest 
degree of virtue and goodness being our duty, no man can merit 
at God’s band, for that is to do more than his duty; and if 
the innocent cannot merit, much less the wicked and unclean; 
and who can say, I have no sin ? All the promises therefore 
made by God to good men and their posterity, are not to be 
reckoned as a debt to their deserts, but as the effect of his 
grace and mercy in Christ Jesus; having deserved no good 
thing from God, nay, having demented highly against him, 
we can expect nothing from God, but by way of grace and 
covenant; and the justice and wisdom of God requiring that 
this covenant should be founded in our Saviour’s blood, and 
sealed and ratified in it, we have nothing else but Christ and 
his merits to rely upon, nothing else to plead in the behalf of 
ourselves and others at the throne of God; but this we have, 
and this is sufficient. 

This was long ago prefigured by the Jews being obliged to 
offer up all their prayers to God at the temple, the temple 
being a type of Christ’s incarnation. As God dwelt in the 
temple then, so he does now in our nature; and what the 
temple was to the Jews, that is Christ Jesus to us, the way 
and means that procures the acceptance of our prayers with 
God. 

To this may be added many places in the New Testament: 
“He is able to save to’the uttermost all those that come unto 
God by him, for he ever lives to make intercession for us,” Heb. 
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vii. 25. To this our Saviour hath appropriated his own 
granting what his disciples should ask of God: John xiv. 
13, 14, “ Whatsoever yc shall ask in my name, that I will do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son/’ To this he 
elsewhere appropriates God’s granting what they should ask 
of him : John xv. 1 G, “ Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, he will give it you.” To this he expressly obliges 
his disciples. John xvi. 24, “Hitherto ye have asked nothing 
in my name; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full.” Now to pray in the name of Christ, is to pray through 
his mediation, upon the encouragement of his merits, and his 
being our intercessor and advocate at God’s right hand in our 
nature ; who having perfectly fulfilled his Father’s will, and 
by bis death made an atonement for our sins, and purchased 
grace and glory, and aTT good things for us, hath given thereby 
the greatest assurance, that whenever we go duly qualified in 
his name, we shall get access, and both our persons and services 
be accepted. And that this is to ask in Christ's name 
appears from John i. 12, “ To as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to became the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his namethat is, on the account of his 
merits and undertaking. So John xx. 31, “These things arc 
written that ye might believe, and that believing, ye might 
have life through his name that is, through his merits and 
mediation. 

The third branch is: There is no proof from Scripture 
for praying to saints and angels, as intercessors and mediators 
in the presence of God. 

The Romanists positively assert, that the saints are our 
“ advocates and mediators in heaven,” and pray to them as 
* such; and though they distinguish betwixt a “ mediator of 
redemption,” and a “ mediator of intercession,” ascribing the 
first solely to Christ, and making the latter common betwixt 
him and saints in heaven; yet, whoever considers their doc- 
trine of merit and supererogation, and that of indulgences 
founded upon it; whoever observes how often they desire in 
their devotions to be heard and assisted for the merits, as well 
as prayers of this or that other saint, and that Bellarmine* 
himself confesses, that they may, after a sort, he called “ our 

* Precibus et Mentis-Non abfturdum est si sancti viri Redemp- 

tores nostri aliquo mode dicuntur. De Indul. 1. 1. c. 4. [vol. 3. p. 657. 
col. 1. Prag. 1721.] 

VOL. VII. T 
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Redeemers,” will be apt to conclude that they attribute both 
to tlie saints as well as to Christ. 

But admitting the distinction, there is as little proof for the 
one as for the other in Scripture ; the texts they appeal to for 
the justification of it, being very much mistaken by them. 

The first is Gal. iii. 1 9, where the Apostle, speaking of the 
law, says, “ it was ordained by angels in the hand of a me¬ 
diator.” From whence they argue, that the saints in heaven 
may in the same sense be called mediators, wherein St. Paul 
calls Moses a mediator. 

I shall not answer with some learned men, that by mediator 
here may not be meant Moses, but Christ, the promised 
Messiah, who spake with Moses on the mount,* and delivered 
the law to him, being attended on by au innumerable company 
of angels,f for the greater glory and majesty of their Lord. 

But granting it to be Moses; he is called a mediator in a 
faT different sense from , that wherein that appellation is given 
to the saints above, viz. as he was ari internuncio , a person 
that went betwixt God and the people, relating the covenants 
and agreements made betwixt them. “ I stood betwixt tire 
Lord and you at that time,” says Moses of himself, Deut. v. 5. 
For what i It follows, “to shew you the word of the Lord.” 
And as Moses brought the word.and law of God to the 
people, Exod. xix. 7, so he returned the words of the people 
to the Lord, ver. 8. “ And Moses came and called for the 

elders of the people, and laid before their faces all these words 
which the Lord commanded him : and all the people answered 
together, and said. All that the Lord hath spoken, we will do: 
and Moses returned the words of the people unto the Lord.” 

To this BellarmineJ agrees, where he says, “ all such mes¬ 
sengers may in a sense be called mediators.” But does it* 
follow, because Moses was employed as a messenger betwixt 
God and the Jews, at the delivery of the law, that the saints 
above are our advocates and mediators with God in the court 
of heaven. 

They cite also, Rev. viii. 3, where an angel is said to offer 
the prayers of the saints to God. The words are these: 

“ And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a 

den censer ; and there was given unto liim much incense, 

* Deut. xxxiii. 2. Acts vii. 53. f Angelis dispositis. 

$ Quatenus nuncii utrinque i tan tea, pacta ac foedcra utriusque partis 
referunt, quomodo omnea internuncii did possunt mediatores. De Christo, 

1. 5. c. 1. [ut supra, vol. 1. p. 261. col. 1.] 
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that lie should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar, which was before the throne. 

To this J need say no more, but that the generality of 
learned men, as well of the Church of Home as the Reformed, 
understand by the Angel here, our blessed Saviour, whose office 
alone it is to offer up the prayers of the saints, and for whose 
sake alone they are accepted. So Thomas Aquinas:* The 
angel, to wit, Christ, who is called an angel, because sent by 
the Father into the world ” So the Jesuit Viegas :f “ All in¬ 
terpreters do confess, that by angel is here meant our Lord 
Christ, because of no other can it be said, that he offers up to 
the Father after so glorious and majestic a manner, the incense, 
that is, the prayers of all saints, upon the golden altar.” To 
confirm this sense of the words, we may observe that he is 
called in the text, “ another angelintimating, that he was 
one, both in nature and office, different from the others men¬ 
tioned in the verse before, ver. 2: tf I saw the seven angels 
which stood before God;” and then, ver. 3, 1 * another angel 
came and stood at the altar.” 

The next is Rev. v. 8, where it is said, “ that the four beasts, 
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps and golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of the saints.” By the prayers of the 
saints they mean of those saints that arc living upon the earth, 
and by the four beasts and four and twenty elders, the saints 
that are in heaven ; and from thence conclude, that the saints 
in heaven do offer up the prayers of the saints on earth. 

But if by the four beasts and four and twenty elders arc 
not meant the members of the Church triumphant, but the 
bishops and pastors of the Church militant, whose office it is 
to present the prayers and praises of the Church to God, then 
is this text cited by them to no purpose. And that they arc 
thus^to be understood, may not only be collected from the very 
testimonies Bellarmine^ cites against it; but some of the 
Fathers are very plain and positive in it; but instead of setting 
down their words, I shall desire the reader to peruse the text, 
with the following verses to the end of the chapter, and he 
will easily perceive that they are a representation of the whole 

* Angelus, scilicet Christus, qui dicitur Angelus, quia missus a Patre 
in mundum, &c. In cap. 8. Apoc. 

t Reliqui omnes interpretes esse Christum Dominum confitentur,quia 
nulli alii quam Christo, &c. In cap. 8. Apoc. sect. 2. 

$ Ambr. in loc. Iren. 1. 4. c. 33. [ut supra, p. 249.] 

T 2 
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Church of Christ both in heaven anti earth, joining together 
in their doxologies anti praises to God for the victories of the 
Lamb, and the redemption of the world by his blood, ver. 8. to 
14 : “ And when he had taken the book, the four beasts, &c. 

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, &c. And I beheld and heard the voices of many 
angels round about the throne, and the beasts and the elders, 
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing: 
and every creature which is in heaven and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, honour, glory and power be 
unto him that sits on the throne, aud unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever.” 

I might pass over what they produce out of Tobit xii. 12, 
15, where the angel Raphael is said “ to bring the remembrance 
of their prayers before the Holy One, and to present the prayers 
of the saints.” 

The book being apocryphal, and so not of sufficient authority, 
we have no more reason to give credit to it in this place, than 
in others that are apparently false," as chap. v. 12, where it 
brings in the angel saying what was not true, viz. “ I am 
Azarias the son of Ananias the great, and of thy brethren.” 

There is but one text more, and I believe the reader will 
excuse me, if I do but name it, without making any reflections 
upon it, Gen. ii. 18 : “It is not good that the man should be 
alone, I will make an help meet for himthat is, says Ilcnno,* 
“ One Advocate or Mediator in heaven is not sufficient for man¬ 
kind, which has so many causes of the highest and most dan¬ 
gerous consequence depending before God ; let us make him a 
meet help, i. e. the blessed Virgin.” f 

I must not stay here to shew, that the angels and saints above 
are no way qualified for the office of a Mediator, unless it could 
be proved that they knew our desires, and were thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with our case and condition, and haad a sufficient 
power to undertake our patronage, and a sufficient merit and 

* Non sufficit unus Advocatus vel Mediator hurnano generi in coelo, 
cum tot ac tain periculosa causas habeant coram Deo, faciamus ei adjuto- 
rium, hoc est, beatam Virginom. Wicel. EJenc. abus. p. 125. [Fascic. 
Rer. Expet. et Fug. vol. 2. p. 747. Lond. 1G90.] 
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interest in God to procure it from him. But my business is 
to shew, that the Scripture every where appropriates this to 
our Lord Christ, who being God as well as man, knows our 
hearts, and hears our prayers, has merit enough to purchase, 
interest enough to procure, nay, power sufficient to grant and 
bestow whatever we ask and stand in need of. fie is sure of 
good success, whatever cause and person he becomes an advo¬ 
cate for. 

“ Father, I know, that thou hearest me always,” says our 
Saviour, John xi. 42. 

“ Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and l will give you rest,” Matth. xi. 28. 

Again, John xiv. 6 : “ No man cometh to the Father, bu 
by me#” ’ * 

And Eph. ii. 18 : “ Through him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father.” 

So Eph. iii. 12: “In whom we have boldnesgi and access 
with confidence by the faith of him.” 

But there cannot be a clearer and ftdler proof to this 
purpose, than 1 Tim. ii. 5 : “Thereis one God, and one Medi¬ 
ator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” And, 

In 1 Cor. viii, f>, (5: “ For though there be that are called 
gods, whether in heaven or earth (as there be gods many and 
lords many), but to us there is but one God the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him ; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom arc all things, and we by him.” 

flere, in opposition to the Pagan idolatry, that, together 
with one supreme God, worshipped many other inferior deities, 
either as subordinate governors of the world, or as mediators 
and intercessors for them with the supreme God, the Apostle 
asserts, that to us Christians “ there is hut one God, the Maker 
of all things; and one Mediator betwixt God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus,” to be the object of our worship. In both 
which places, it is very evident the word ur, one , signifies 
one only, one Mediator, in the same sense that there is one God, 
and you may as well make to yourselves more gods than one, 
as more mediators than one. 

Nor will their distinction of a mediator of redemption and a 
mediator of intercession be here of any use to them. For, 

l. The Apostle asserts absolutely, without any reserve or 
distinction, there is one God and one Mediator. To distinguish 
where the Apostle does not, is not to speak the Apostle’s sense, 
but their own, and to serve a cause instead of truth. 
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2. The Apostle opposes the one Mediator to the plurality of 
d mm oris and mediators among the heathens : now all that the 
heathens attributed to their dromons or mediators, was inter¬ 
cession only : so that this distinction, had it been thought of 
in that age, would have served the heathens’ turn as well as 
the Papists, and it would have been as good an answer from 
the one as the other; Christ is a Mediator of redemption, but 
ours mediators only of intercession. 

3. A mediator of mere intercession is a great lessening and 
reproach to the nature and perfections of God. It brings 
down God to the meanness of earthly priiices, as if he, like 
them, dispensed his favours by the direction of others, and at 
their importunity ; as if he knew not when to do good, and 
was not always ready to do it, but wanted the information and 
solicitation of others; and governed himself more by measures 
taken from some favourites in the court of heaven, than by his 
own infinite wisdom and goodness. 

We indeed are commanded to pray to God, to pray for 
others, and to begone another’s prayers : but this we do not to 
inform God, but to pay our homage and worship to him ; not 
as relying on any interest or power we or others can have in 
God, but on his goodness, and the truth of his promises, that 
reach alike to all good men ; and in doing this, we give glory 
to God, by owning his absolute sovereignty over us, and 
declaring his goodness and faithfulness to the world: but to 
pray to saints and angels as mediators of intercession, is to 
suppose that they have upon the account of their own merit and 
worth, that power and interest in God, as seldom or never to 
he denied; or at least, that the surest and most likely way to 
obtain our petitions, is first to petition them to offer them up 
to (rod. Put how the more of such power and interest we 
think they have in God, the more shall we place our hope and 
confidence in them; and the more we trust and depend on 
them, the less shall we trust and depend on God: and is not 
this to take from God, and give to his creature, and to divide 
our hope and confidence betwixt them ? and if faith and hope 
are any parts of religious worship, we give his glory to others, 
whilst we give part of that worship to them, that is solely and 
peculiarly God’s. 

4. No one can be a mediator of intercession, that is not a 
mediator of redemption too; to be a mediator of intercession 
in the behalf of an offending person to Ids provoked lord, it is 
requisite that he be no offender against him himself; that he 
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has a greater interest in him than the person he intercedes 
for, that this interest is founded on the merit of some services 
performed to him ; by which services, the honour and reputa¬ 
tion of his government is as much retrieved, as it was injured 
by the other’s offence and disobedience, otherwise he is no more 
likely to prevail for him, than the offender is for himself; 
having both by their sin forfeited their right and interest in 
God’s favour, and not having done any thing to make that 
atonement for them, that his justice and wisdom, as Governor 
of the world, has made fit and neeessarv. 

Now such a mediator or advocate with the Father in the 
behalf of sinful man can none be, but Christ our Lord, who, 
when by our transgressions we had provoked God, and brought 
contempt upon his laws and authority, suffered death to make 
a propitiation for our sins; and by his perfect obedience and 
sufferings, restored that honour and reverence to his authority 
and government that we had vilified and despised; and now 
in virtue of his meritorious blood he makes intercession for us, 
not as an ordinary supplicant, relying wholly on mercy, but as 
a powerful mediator, urging his own merits; having purchased 
what he begs for, having atoned for what he prays for, his 
intercessions for us are never denied, nor our prayers in his 
name, for his sake. 

;>. We may observe therefore, that the Scripture makes 
Christ’s intercession to depend on his propitiation; so it 
follows in this chapter, ver. ti, the Apostle having said there is 
one Mediator, adds, “ who gave himself a ransom for all.” 
So ltom. viii. 33 : “ who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God’s elect ? it is God that justifieth; who is he that con¬ 
demned ? it is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter¬ 
cession for us.” So 1 John ii. 1, 2 : ‘‘if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and 
he is the propitiation for our sins.” 

This may farther appear from the analogy there is and ought 
to be betwixt the Jewish and Christian worship; St. Paul fre¬ 
quently in his epistles, especially that to the Hebrews, makes 
the legal priesthood typical of the evangelical: now if under 
that dispensation the priests were not to make intercession 
for the people, without a sacrifice first offered up, to atone 
and propitiate for their sins; then it follows, that under the 
Gospel we can have no other Mediator than one, who brings 
a sacrifice along with him; and that only has our Lord done, 
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who is both our priest and our sacrifice, who hath offered up 
himself on the cross a sacrifice for our sins, and now intercedes 
in the merits of his own blood, and the propitiation he hath 
made. 

Thus, as you see, the Apostle in this text excludes wholly 
angels and saints from being mediators of intercession. I 
shall only add, that in another place he as plainly condemns 
it, and forewarns Christians against it; 1 Tim. iv. 1, “ Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of devils,” AtSacrxaXi'ac Aaifioviw, the doctrine 
of deemons, that is, of worshipping deemous as mediators 
between God and man.* This is an exact prophecy of what 
the Church of Rome teaches and practises as to the worship 
of angels and saints departed, but the Apostle calls it au 
apostasy or departing fr&m the faith of Christ, 

The conclusion of all is this: %ve believe that the blessed 
saints and angels love us, pray for us, are willing to help us, 
and do what they can and are permitted to do towards our 
happiness ; but from hence it does not follow that they are so 
concerned in the government of the world, and administration 
of human affairs, as to make it lawful for us to make them 
sharers with God in any part of his worship : they have not, 
as we know of, a general and universal knowledge of us and 
our condition; they have no power of themselves, either to 
hear or help us; without God’s leave, if not without God’s 
command, they can do nothing; and therefore whilst wc 
honour their memories, and bless God for what grace and 
glory he hath bestowed upon them ; we, as the holy Scripture 
hath taught us, think ourselves obliged religiously to adore and 
pray to God alone. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA. 


* Mr. Mede on the place. 
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THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME JUSTLY CON¬ 
DEMNED, AS DIRECTING THE WORSHIP OF IMAGES 
A.ND RELICS. 


THE FALLIBILITY OF THE ROMAN CHURCH 

DEMONSTRATED, 

I’ROM THE MANIFEST ERllOR OF ThJ^ SECOND NICENE AND 
TRENT COUNCILS: WHICH ASSERT THAT THE VENERATION 
AND HONORARY WORSHIP OF IMAGES, IS A TRADITION 
PRIMITIVE AND APOSTOLICAL. 


THE PREFACE TO THE READER. 

To tliat which I have said ill the close* of this Discourse, 
touching the infallibility of the second Nieene Council, and 
her authority in proposing articles of faith, interpreting of 
holy Scripture, and in declaring wliat was the tradition of the 
Church of Christ, T think fit here, by way of preface, to add 
these things : 

1. That if she hath a just and an assured title to these 
privileges, then must she be infallible in the interpretations of 
these following Scriptures. 

*“ Let not a clergyman, from the time present, be placed in 
two Churches, this being an argument of filthy lucre, and 

* KXqptKckg airo tov rrapavrog (it) KciTaraaffraBw iv Svalv tKKXijcriatg’ 
Ipiropiiag y&p tcai aiaxpoicepStiag iSiov touto, kui uXXbrptov {KicXtjtn- 
aerriKrjg ffvvtjBeiag' rjicovaa/xti' ydp aiirT/g n~/g KVpianiig (j>wvfjg, art 
ov dvvarai rig Svcri Kvpioig dovXevnv, i) yup rbv tva p,iai\ <m, Kerf rbv 
trtpov dyairiirtfi ■ t) row tvti£ di'dtgcrai, Kal rov £r*poi» Kara^povf/fftr 
fKaffTog obv icard ti)v ’ ATrouroXiKi)v tyutviiv, tv <p iorXtjdq, tv rovTip 
6(ptiXtt pilvtiv k ai irpoatSpevtiv tv p.iq. iKicXfiatqt. Td yap «V aitTxpoKtpStiav 
ywojitva iiri tmv tKKXtftnacfT’xCjv irpaypn'tTMV dXXorpm roc Otov 
KaBtcrrhuntn. 2 Nic. Cone. Can, 15. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 7.p.609. Lut. 
Par. 1671*1 
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alien from the ecclesiastical custom : for we have heard from 
our Lord’s mouth, that no man can serve two masters ; for he 
will either hate the one, and love the other ; or lie will cleave 
to the one, and despise the other. Let therefore every one, 
according to the Apostle’s injunction, remain in that calling 
wherein he was called, and place himself in one Church only ; 
for those things which arc done in ecclesiastical affairs for 
filthy lucre, arc alien from God.” Now cither those words of 
St. Paul do really command all clergymen to abide in that 
Church, in which at first they were placed ; and those words 
of Christ do, in their true and proper sense, forbid them to 
have two benefices with cure, or two churches under their 
care, or they do not so: if they do, then do the Doctors of the 
Church of Home continually practise what is forbid by Christ, 
and as continually negtect what is commanded by St. Paul; 
we also have, according# the determination of this Council, a 
full conviction that they arc generally addicted to filthy lucre, 
and are, above all other clergy, transgressors of ecclesiastical 
custom. If these texts do not bear the sense here put upon 
them, then hath this Council erred in their interpretation of 
these Scriptures; and if they have so evidently erred in those 
interpretations of the Scripture, which concern the manners 
and duty of the Christian clergy; whv may they not err also 
in those things which concern their faith '! Moreover, it being 
evident and confessed, that the command to tell the Church, 
especially concerns offences against good manners; and that 
our Lord’s promise is to be with those guides, “ teaching 
men to observe those tilings he hath commanded surely it 
must be evident, that these texts are impertinently alleged 
for the infallibility of General Councils, in their interpreta¬ 
tions of the holy Scripture, if they do not prove the infalli¬ 
bility of this General Council in the interpretation of these 
Scriptures. 

Secondly, This Council, in her second canon, speaketh 
thus :* “ Since when we sing, we promise to meditate in the 
judgments of the Lord, and not forget his words ;f it is most 
wholesome that all Christians should observe this, but espe- 


* ^irtiSfimp ifsaWoprtg awracrodptSa rtf Oty, Iv to%q btKaitapaai 
(tnv ovk lm\rj<ropat rCov \byatv <tov, tr&vrag fikv XpKfrta- 

voi> g ravra <f>v\arreiv <ru>tqpiov Kai f-Zaipirop, robg fik UpariKt)v Apm- 
\opivovg &%Lav, evStv opi^opev iravra rbv irpoctyioSai ptWovra tig rbv 
rijg iirunco'Kijg fiaSpov iravrwg Tb \f/a\Trjptov yivonrnuv. 2 Nic. Concil. 
Can. 2. [Ibid, p. 596.] t Psal. cxix. 16. 
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eially the hierarchy : and therefore we command that all who 
are promoted to a bishopric, should altogether know the 
Psalter.” Now I desire to know of the Romish doctors, how 
they will reconcile the sense here given of the Psalmist’s 
words, with their public singing in an unknown tongue ? For 
if it be wholesome that all Christians should observe this, 
and if it be certain that they cannot do it, unless they do en- 
tirelv know the Psalter: it is also certain, that when the 
Psalter is only sung in Latin, all Christians cannot meditate in 
these judgments of the Lord, how wholesome soever it may be 
to them so to do. Again, if the forementioned privileges did 
certainly belong unto this Council, then must she also be in¬ 
fallible in these following decisions, vis, 

1. In that of canott* the third, which runs thus :* “ All 
elections made by princes, of bishops, presbyters, and deacons, 
shall be void, according to that rule whrcli saith, if any bishop, 
by using the secular powers, obtain a bishopric, let him be de¬ 
posed ; and they who do communicate witli him, let them be 
excommunicated.” According to which canon, all the elec¬ 
tions of French and English bishops must be void, and all 
Christian princes must be deprived of their just prerogative in 
this affair. 

2. In their first canon they confirm all the “canonsf of the 
Apostles, and of the six holy and oecumenical Synods, and 
also of the topical Councils assembled to make such deter¬ 
minations ; and of the holy Fathers, because all these being 
enlightened by one and the same Spirit, decreed things expe¬ 
dient; whom therefore they anathematized, deposed, or sepa¬ 
rated from communion, we also do anathematize, depose, and 
separate from communion.” And in particular, they frequently 
anathematize and condemn among the list of heretics^ Pope 


* II arrav if/rifov yivofiivrfv irapoi apxovrwv tirttTKbirov, tf irpetrflv- 
ripov, ») 8ia kovov, aKvpnv fitvtiv Kara rbv Kavova rbv \tyovra, Et 
rig irriffKOTrog KOfffitKoig ap^ovtn xpijoctfitvog, St' avriov iyKparrjg Ik- 
KAtftrtac yevtfrai, KaSaipittrSio ical aif>opi%kit&io, Kai ot Koivoivovvreg avrtp 

Travruj. Ibid. Can. 3. [Ibid. p. 597.] 
t Twi' tKTtSrfVTivv vi to riov rraviv^iffiiov ’ AirocroXtov, tS/v rt 
ayiitiv olxovfitviKMV HCvvoSiov, k at riov rorriKiog (rvvc&poioSrtiffiov tirl 
IkSoch roinvTMV 8iarayp,artov , k ai riov ityiiov Trartpwv i\p,iav' l£ ivb® 
yap airavrsG, Kai ro'v avrov irvevfiaroc avyaaStvrtg topical/ rd cvfxfB- 
povra. K«t oi)(; fiiv avaStfiari irapairtfiTrovcij Kai t)fitt£ dvaS'e/ita- 
ri^outv, &c. [Ibid. p. 596.] 

J Vid. Act. 7. [Ibid.] p. 556, 588. Vid. Act. 3. [Ibid.] p. 165, 181. 
Act. 6. [Ibid.] p. 421. 
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Honorius. Now if all these canons be not to be received, 
either as to matters of faith or manners; then hath this 
Synod dangerously erred in determining, that they were all to 
be received, as being made by men enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost in their decisions. If they be to be thus esteemed, to 
omit at present infinite advantages, which this concession gives 
to our cause, then was the sixth Council in Trullo assisted hv 
the Holy Ghost to determine thus: 

1. Because we know that in the Rotnan Church they 
have made a canon, that they who are to be ordained priests, 
or deacons, shall promise no more to accompany with their 
wives: we, following the old canon of Apostolical appointment, 
will have the conjugal society of holy men, according to the 
laws still firm and valid, by no means dissolving their con¬ 
jugal society with their wives, nor defrauding them of the en¬ 
joyment of each other%t times convenient. If therefore any 
person be found worthy to be ordained subdeacon, deacon, or 
priest, let him by no means be hindered from receiving these 
orders, because he lives with his lawful wife ; nor shall any 
man require him to promise, that after his ordination he will 
abstain from conjugal duties, lest by so doing we become in¬ 
jurious to that, marriage which God ordained, and our Lord 
blessed with his presence. The vdice of the Gospel crying 
out, ‘ What God hath joined, let no man put asunderand 
the Apostle teaching, * That marriage is honourable, and the 
bed undefiledand saying, ‘ Art thou bound to a wife ? seek 
not to he loosed.’ ” 

2. When they determine thus :f “ Renewing the canon 
made by the General Councils of Constantinople and Chalce- 
don, we decree, that the chair of Constantinople shall enjoy 
equal privileges with that of Rome, and be magnified in eccle¬ 
siastical matters, as that is.” 

3. When they decree thus “ Since we have understood, 

* ’E7rei<b) Iv ry 'P oi/mUov lKK\t}ai(f Vy ra£fi Kavovog irapa$td6ir&ai 
HUyvutptv roiig peXXovrag Sicikovov i) 7rpt<r/3vrlpov guporovt'ac d£«- 
ovoSou Ka9ofio\oyitv, uig ovidn raig ai/riuv ffwairrovrai yap$rai£, 
t'lfitTg. by n. Trull. Can. 13. [Balsam. Can. A post, &c. p. 374. Par. 
1620.] 

j t ’OpiZofitv, iioTt rbv Kb)v<TTavTtvov7r6\to)£ Srpovov rwv term* airo- 
Xafiiiv irptojitiutv top rijg 7rpt0f3vT(pac 'Piopyg Spovov, nai hv Tolg 
hnckri(Tia.tTTiK#ig u>£ kKtiviov ptyaXoveloSai xpaypavi. Ibid. Can. 36. 
[p. 401.] 

X 'GirtuhJ pfp.a$i'}Kftiuv roi'£ iv ry 'Pwpaitov rroXti, iv rctig aytatr 
rtjc rtaeapetKoffriic yp.ipatg, nai vtivrttiug ro?e ravryg actfifiamv vij- 
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that, in the city of Home they fast on Saturdays in Lent, 
against the tradition of the Church ; it seemed good to the 
holy Synod, that the canon which saith, if any clergyman be 
found fasting on tlic Lord’s day, or any Saturday, except one 
only, let him be deposed; if any, layman, let him be excom¬ 
municated ; shall be inviolably observed in the Church of 
Rome also.” And, 

•1. “ When in their first canon they anathematize Pope 
ilonorius ; that is, they by God’s Spirit were assisted in the 
first decree, to condemn the practice and constitutions of the 
Church of Rome of that age ; and much more the practice of 
the present Church of Rome, as contrary to the voice of Christ 
and his Apostles : in the second, to decree against the Pope’s 
supremacy : in the third, to charge the Church of Rome with 
walking contrary to tlic tradition of the whole Church be¬ 
sides, and give laws to rectify that abuse : in tlic fourth, to 
declare not only that a General Council may be infallible with¬ 
out the confirmation, or even concurrence of the Pope, but also 
may infallibly condemn him for an heretic.” 

Moreover, in this Nieene Council, this pleasant story is 
twice related, viz. “ That a certain monk being haunted with 
the spirit of fornication (a spirit too familiar with such profes¬ 
sors of continency), u ho vehemently urged him to unclean- 
ness, the old man miserably cried out, IIow long will it be ere 
thou let ine alone ? tliou hast been with me even to old aae. 
Then the devil visibly appearing, said, Swear to me thou wilt 
tell nobody what I shall now say to thee, and I will tempt 
thee no more, Then tlic monk swore by the High God, that 
lie would tell no man what the devil should say. Whereupon 
Satan spoke thus to him : Worship thou no more the image of 
the blessed Virgin with her Sou in her arms, and I will no 
more molest thee. Tin: monk hearing this, notwithstanding 
his oath, goes the next day to Abbot Theodore, and tells him 
all that the devil said. And the abbot commending him for 
it, farther told him, That it was better for him to frequent all 
the stews in the city, than to deny to worship, by that image, 
the Lord and his holy mother. And when the devil conies 
again, and taxeth the monk with perjury, he tells the devil, 
that lie knew it very well, but rests satisfied in this, that it was 
only perjury against his God and Maker.” Where note, 

(mime xapu n)v irapadoQeiaav iKK\ij<na<rriia)v airoXovBiav, tfofe ry 
ayia avv&Stp, wart Kpartiv, koi iiri ry 'Vufiatwv iicicXtjoiq. aTrapaaa- 
Xeurwj; rbv tcavova , &c. Can. 5. [Can. 55.] [Ibid. p. 427.J 
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1. That this ridiculous tale is so acceptable to that good 
Synod, that they command it to be read, Act the 4th ;* and 
Act the 5tli they make a repetition of it. 

2. That they condemn the monk’s oath,f as being opxo c 
titrefiric, a wicked oatli; aiftl, 6 \pevciiz opwc, a false oath, and 
so not binding; and say, “ That it was better to forswear him¬ 
self, than to keep an oath for the destruction of images;” and 
seem all pleased with the decision of Abbot Theodore. Now 
if tills be good divinity, then is it better to be perjured, and 
take the sacred name of God in vain, than not to worship 
images; yea, it is better to commit fornication, and make the 
members of Christ the members of an harlot, than not to 
adore the works of men’s hands. 

Now every body knows, that perjury and fornication are 
sins against the law of nature ; and that no law of nature doth 
command the veneration of the images of Christ, or of his 
blessed mother: that Christ and his Apostles said expressly, 
“ Thou shalt not forswear thyself; thou shall not commit 
adultery but never said, thou shalt worship images : who 
then can want discretion sufficient to discern, that this deter¬ 
mination made in the Synod, without the exception of one per¬ 
son, must be false ? 

It would be endless to reckon all the idle dreams, and 
foolish stories, produced by this Synod, in favour of their 
images. But it is also needless, seeing the Council of Frank¬ 
fort hath well observed, £ “ that when these Fathers per¬ 
ceived that their doctrine by no means would accord with 
Scripture, they turned themselves to apocryphal and ridiculous 
tales.” 

And Espencaeus§ doth ingenuously confess, “ that the 
Greeks defended images with the apparitions of devils, and the 
dreams of women, as is to be seen in the Nicene Council.” 

3. Observe, that from the Epistle of Germanus, bishop of 
Constantinople, cited with approbation by this Nicene Synod, 
we leara not only, ** that the people then received the sacra¬ 
ment in both kinds, but also that they received both according 

* [Ut supra,] p. 252, 381. f Ibid, p, 253. 

% Illi cum errore sue Scripturas Divinas eohaerere minime posse sense- 
runt, ad Apocryphas quasdam, et risu dignas nienias pedum verterunt. 
Libr. Carol. 1. 3. c. 30. 

$ Greed, qui Imagines defendebant, Dannormm spectris et muliebri- 
bus somniis parum verecunde abusi sunt, ut in Nicsena Synodo videre 
licet. Comment, in 2 ad Tim. p. 155. 
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to Christ’s own tradition,* * * § for the commemoration of his death, 
and of his resurrection; and that they were divinely moved 
with an insatiable desire of partaking of his holy body and 
bloodwhich shews, that then they held our Lord’s tradi¬ 
tion, and the memorial of his death obliged the common 
people to receive both kinds; arid that their desire of both, 
was a desire inspired by God. And then, what inspiration 
must that be, which moved the Councils of Constance, Basil, 
and Trent, to hinder them of the enjoyment of the cup, 
and even to forbid them to desire it, it is not difficult to 
determine. 

4. Observe, that one reason which the Fathers of this 
Council give for the worship of the image of Christ, is this, 
becausef “he himself was not sensibly present with us, but 
only present as to his divinityand that he w r as not to remain 
with usj tTtofjtariKMQ , corporeally. 

They therefore could not believe transubstantiation, or his 
corporeal presence in the sacrament, for having that still kept 
upon the altar, or in the pic is or ciborium , had they believed 
Christ was corporeally present in it, they must have also thought 
that he remained still corporeally present with his disciples, 
and his Church on earth, and not denied such a presence with 
them as they plainly do ; and must have owned some other 
presence of our Saviour with us, than that of his Deity, which 
yet apparently they do not. Moreover, they pronounce, § ana¬ 
thema “ against all persons w ho do not profess that our Lord 
was circumscribed as to his humanityand therefore they 
pronounced this anathema on all who held, that his huma¬ 
nity was present in the sacrament, by way of transubstaritia- 


* II dg b Xabg row Xpitrrov iirl rrjv ptraXytyiv rov wavaylov avrov 
atbparog Kai a'iparo g, ci tap rijv pvrjpriv rov Bavarov avrov, Kai rrjg 
dvaaraaeutg Kara rr/v avrov rfXovpev 7 rapaboaiv ctKopeartp iiriBvpi^ t 
Kai BtoKiprirtp airovby Kartirtiyovrai , pdXXov ij i-iri rdg 7 rijydg rdv 
vdctrwv ti iXcupog. Apud Cone. Nic. 2. Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 314. 

t 'Qc P 1 ) rrapovrog (HaatXkiog r/ tiKivv avrov nparai, ui art Kai dprtwc 
rov Starrogov rStv oXwv ’Itjoov Xpiarov aiaBtjraig t)pXv fit] irapovrog 
(dBiarop yap lari rolgrrjg (Tap*cog yputv btpBaXpolg, otgbi Qtog iravruiv 
irdptan) ripqreov n)v avroii ttKova. Anastas, apud Syn. Nic. 2. 
Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 305. 

$ Ob y&p iKttvoig fftopartKiHg irapapfvttv yptXXev tug rov aiuipog 
TraptXtvatutg. Epist. Germani Episcopi Constantionop. apud Syn. Nic. 
2. Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 305. 

§ E i rig Xpicrrbv rbv Qebv Trepiypairrbv ov% buoXoyel Kara to 
avBp(jJirivbv t av&Btpa. C-oncil. Nic. 2. Act. 7. [Ibid.] p. 578. 
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tion, since it is agreed on all hands, that his body is not there 
circumscribed, or present, after the manner of a body. 

And so much for the observations which concern the things 
delivered in the second Nieene Council. What follows from 
the doctrine here established, against the tenets of the Romish 
Church, and the assertions of the Guide of Controversies, is as 
followetli. 

1. Hence it is evident, that* “ in judges subordinate 
dissenting, there is no universal practice obliging ns to adhere 
to the superior, or in those of the same order and dignity, to 
the major part.” For neither could Christians he obliged to 
adhere to this false decision of the Pope, and second Nieene 
Council; nor did the Councils of Frankfort, Paris, or the 
German, French, or British Churches, think themselves 
obliged so to do. 

2. Here also it is evident, in the judgment of these Councils 
and Churches, that t “ the subordinate clergy may he a guide 
to Christians, when opposing the superior;” for so the e Coun¬ 
cils and Churches thought themselves, when they opposed the 
Pope of Rome, and the decrees of the second Nieene Council; 
and so undoubtedly they were, provided the decisions of that 
Council, approved by the Pope, he false. 

3. Here also is demonstrated the falseness of that assertion 
of R. IX. J “ that Christians ought to submit to the decision of 
such Church-guides, declaring the sense of the Fathersthe 
sense which was imposed on them by the Nieene Synod being 
notoriously false, and by the foreraentioned Councils and 
Churches declared so to be. 

4. Hence it follows,§ that “ if acceptance of a considerable 
part of Church-governors absent from any Council, is that, 
and only that, which renders it equivalent to a General Coun¬ 
cil,” the second Nieene Council, for 500 years after their sitting, 
could not be General, seeing the greatest part of the western 
Church-governors were absent from it, and for 500 years did 
not accept of its decrees, hut reject, condemn, and abhor them; 
and how it should become, after so long a period, what for so 
many years it was not, I am yet to learn. 

5. Hence it must follow, that if according to R. H. |j “all 
persons dissenting from, and opposing a known definition of 

* R. H. Disc. 2. c. 3. sect. 23. p. 100. + R. H. Disc. 1. c. 3. 

f Disc. 2. c. 9. sect. 19. § R. II. Disc. 3. c. 2. sect. 13. 

|| Disc. 3. c. 3. sect. 16. 
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the Church in matters of faith, be heretics :** then must that of 
the second Nicene Council be no definition of the Church in 
matters of faith; or all the forementioned Councils and 
Churches, that so long dissented from, and opposed it, must 
have been heretics during that whole time ; and consequently 
the Pope himself, and all that communicated with them, for 
five centtfries, must be unchurched also. 

6. Hence we demonstratively learn, that Councils by the 

Church of Rome reputed General, may confidently pronounce 
anathemas, put their decrees into tlicir creeds, and call men 
heretics who disown them, as did the second Nicene Council ; 
when yet it is extremely evident, that their decrees are false, 
their anathemas wicked and unjust; and they whom they 
style heretics, may be good and orthodox professors of Chris¬ 
tianity. »• 

7. Ilcnce it appears, how absurdly,* R. H, and other Ro¬ 
manists assert, that none “ can be sufficient judges of the rnis- 
arguings of Councils, unless it be some following Councils of 
the same authority ; and that private men can by no better 
way learn what is tradition, but from the Church speaking by 
her Councils ; and that Apostolical tradition cannot be known 
but by the judgment of the present Church for sure our 
reason was given us for little purpose, if it cannot serve us to 
discover that this Nicene Council hath argued amiss, and deli¬ 
vered that as Apostolical tradition, which was far from being 
truly such. 

8. Hence also we may learn the vanity of the objections 
framed against the use of reason, in judging of the truth or 
falsehood of things defined by such Councils, viz. that “ it is 
great pride for private persons to oppose their judgments to 
the definition of a General Council; to think they can see 
clearly, what so many persons could not see with many other 
things of a like nature, urged with much rhetoric, but with 
more weakness, by the Roman Catholics; for in such cases as 
these are, the private person doth not rely upon his private 
judgment, but on his judgment concurring with the judgment 
of all learned Protestants in this and former ages, and of the 
whole Church of Christ for six centuries ; and with the major 
part of the Western Church for so many more ; and with the 
confessions of many learned persons of the Church of Rome: 
and what absurdity is it to prefer the judgment of so many. 

Disc. 3. c. 10. p. 314. 
i: 
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joined with the clearest evidence of Scripture; what pride to 
follow the evidence produced here, let any reasonable person 
judge. 

Lastly, Because some persons take the liberty to say, “ the 
Church) of Rome, and her Councils, do not require men to 
venerate, to worship, or bow down to imageslet them know 
that their* * * § Trent Council hath decreed, eis dehitmip honorem 
et venerationem impertiendam esse, that due honour and vene¬ 
ration is to be imparted to them, according to the definition of 
the second Niecne Council. 

And that the Fathers of that Council generally say, rar 
ffnrrac shcovag aifiopai ml i rpoaKvvw,'f “ I worship and adore 
the sacred images, and anathematize those who do not so 
confess or practise.*’ 

In the seventh session they declare, we should J ravrmc 
amratrpuv mi nprfrtictjv TrpovKvvqoiv cnroviptiy , “ salute and give 
them honorary worship.” In the same session they declare, 
“that it is without doubt acceptable, and well-pleasing to 
God, TrpotTKvvelv ml u(nra^ecrS’at, to worship and salute the 
images of Christ, the blessed Virgin ; of angels and all saints 
adding, that “if any one doubt, or be ^wavering, touching the 
worship of holy images, § tovtov amStparifai // ayta ml 
o'tmvfxEviKi} iffx&v 'LvvoIqq, our holy Synod, assisted by the 
Holy Ghost, doth anathematize him.” 

The || Roman Catechism enjoins the parish priest to declare, 
“that images of saints are placed in the Church, ut colantur , 
that they may be worshipped;” and they have forced those 
who held the contrary, to renounce it as heresy. When 
therefore any English or French Papists tell us, that they 
do not venerate, or bow down to images; or that the Church 
of Rome doth not enjoin them so to do, they either know not 
what their Church dot$i teach, or wilfully prevaricate; all 
Roman Catholics being obliged by these Councils, and taught 
by this Catechism, to pay this veneration and worship to them. 

* Sess. 25. [Ibid. vol. 14. p. 895.1 

f Act. 2. [Ibid. vol. 7.] p. 130, 132, 133, 136. Act. 3. [Ibid.] p. 
188, 189, 192. 

t [Ibid.] p. 555. 

§ Act, 7. [Ibid.] p. 584. Vid. Act. 4. p. 248. 

|| Part 3. ch. 2. sect. 24. [De Invoc. Sanct. sect. 40. p. 363. Mechlin. 
1831.] 
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CHAP. I. 

The Fathers of the Nicene and Trent Councils teach, that 
Image-worship is a tradition of the Apostles, received by all 
Christians from the beginning , §. 1. The Councils of Con¬ 
stantinople and Frankfort , in the same age , say, it was 
the tradition of the Apostles, and the Fathers, that Images 
were not to be worshipped, §. 2. This last assertion is 
proved, 1st, from express testimonies of the Fathers, say¬ 
ing, they had no such custom or tradition : that Christ and 
his doctrine taught them to reject and abandon Images; 
and, that they taught all their converts to contemn them, 
§. d. 2 ndly. That Image-worship was by them represented 
as an heathenish custom, it being, say they, proper to the 
heathens to make and worship them, and proper to Chris¬ 
tians to renounce the worship of them, §.4. Srdly, When 
heathens objected this to Christians, that they had no 
images or statues ; yea, that they laughed at those who had 
them ; they own and justify the thing, §. 5. 4 thly, they 

commend the policy of the Jews for having none, and the 
wisdom of those Gentiles who had none ; and held it a mark 
of their own excellency that they had them not; and that 
they shut their eyes when they worshipped, that they might 
not see any sensible object, §.6. 5thly, They ansiver and 
reject those very pleas when used by heathens, which after- 
wards were used by the Nicene Council, and the Romish 
Church , in the behalf of Image-worship, §. 7. ftthly. These 
Fathers represent the having Images of Christ, and, of his 
Saints, for worship, as a thing proper to the vilest heretics, 

> m 

Amongst the many evidences that might he easily pro¬ 
duced to shew, that the pretended General Councils of the 
Church of Home, have, with great vanity, and most apparent 
falsehood, defined, that they received the doctrines, which they 
endeavoured to impose upon the Christian world, from Primi¬ 
tive and Apostolical tradition ; one is, the veneration or 
honorary worship of the images of Christ, his Virgin Mother, 
the Martyrs, and the Saints departed: for the second Nicene 
Council, and the chief bishops mentioned, or residing in it, do 
very frequently, but also very falsely say, “ that the doctrine 
there declared and required, touching the adoration of images, 

u 2 
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is Apostolical from the beginning, and that which hath been 
always practised by the Church of Christ.” 

§. 1. Pope Gregory II. having, like a true infallible in¬ 
terpreter of Scripture, told us, that in that expression of ouf* 
Lord’s,* “where the carcass is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together:” by the carcass was to be understood 
Christ, and by the eagles, religious men, and lovers of him: 
he adds,'}' “that these religious men flew like eagles to Jeru¬ 
salem ; and having seen our Lord, and James his brother, and 
Stephen the first martyr, they painted them as they had seen 
them : and that men no sooner beheld them, but leaving the 
worship of the devil, they fell immediately to worship these 
images ; not indeed with latria ; but with relative wor¬ 
ship.” 

Pope Hadrian saith, that “all orthodox and Christian em¬ 
perors, all priests and religious servants of God, and the whole 
company of Christians, observed the veneration of images and 
pictures, for memory of pious compunction, and even till then 
worshipped them, as they received a tradition from the begin¬ 
ning from the holy Fathers to do.£ That the special honour, 
adoration, and veneration of them, was delivered by the holy 
Apostles. And that throughout the whole world, wherever 
Christianity was planted, these venerable images were honoured 
by all the faithful.” 

Tharasius, patriarch of Constantinople, declares that this of 
the venerable images “ was the tradition of the whole catholic 
Church of God from the beginning.” § 

Gregoiy, bishop of Possene, cites for it a synod of the 
Apostles met at Antioch,)] “ commanding Christians no longer 
to err about idols, hut instead of them, to paint the image of 
Christ, God and man.” 

And Leo, bishop of RhoJfes^f adds, that “ the holy and vener- 

* *0 XpiarbQ Si r6 irTutpa, dtroi <>i Stoat png icat QiXoxptOTOi avQ pw- 
iroi, Concil. Nic. 2. Con. tom. 7.p. 12. 

t T avrag irpoffeievvijoav ov \arpf.VTiicu>G, dXXa (Tx^tik^q. [Ibid.] p. 13. 

t Sicut a primordio traditionem a sanctis patribus susceperunt, Act. 2. 
[Ibid.] p. 103. Hoc enim traditum est a sanctis Apostolis. [Ibid.] p. 

110 & p. 99. In universo mundo ubi Christianitas est, ipsa S. Imagines 
ab omnibus bdelibus honorantur. [Ibid.] p. 106. 

$ IlapaJoOtiv Ik ruiv apx^ tv XP^ VWV ‘ Act. 5. [Ibid.] p.348 &388- 

|| 'AXX' apTftKOvlZtiv T^v $eavSpucr)v nrri\t)p top Kvpiov r/pwp. 
Act, 1. [Ibid.] p. 64. 

f Kara irapaSoSCiaav tKirakai rStv xpSvtav avvifietav daro tojv 
'ATrotrroXwv. Ibid. 
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able images were to be in the Church, according to the custom 
delivered of old times from the Apostles.” 

And at the conclusion of many of their actions, the Fathers* 
generally affirm, that they embraced and practised the worship 
of images, kutcl TrjvT&v ayfrnv ’AroffroXutv 7rapd<Wu', according 
to the tradition of the holy Apostles; and ra$w<; iraptcoanv 
iip.1v oi dr’ ap\i/c abroirrai ytvdptvoi row Xoyow,'f‘ “as they 
delivered to them, who from the beginning were eye-witnesses 
of the word.” 

Yea, the whole Synod doth frequently assert they were 
taught thus to judge of the adoration of images by the holy 
Fathers, and by their doctrine delivered by God. I That their 
tradition concerning it, was evdeoc irapd(Wie,§ the divine tradi¬ 
tion of the catholic,Church. And that in defining and assert¬ 
ing it, they followed the doctrine of the holy Fathers taught 
them by God, and the tradition of the catholic Church, and 
knew this was the doctrine of that Holy Spirit which dwelt in 
her. || That they followed in observing this tradition, St. Paul 
and the whole Apostolical college ; and that thus the doctrine 
of the holy Fathers was confirmed, thus the tradition of the 
catholic Church, rijs dvd Trcpdrcuv eig veparti de^apivrjg to 
f vayyikiov, from one end of the Christian world to the other, 
held and practised.^ That this was the doctrine received from 
the first founders of tlie Christian faith, and their diviue sue* * § 
cessors.** And lastly, they do often with full voice cvv out, 
aun) // 7 r ior iq T<jjy ’AttogtoXwv— tGjv irarepuv —rw 6p&o$d£<ov t 
“ this is the faith of the Apostles, this is the faith of the 
Fathers; this is the faith of the orthodox, this is that faith 
which established the world.”tf 

And suitable to this is the language of the Trent Council, 
which commands all bishops, and others, whose office it is to 
instruct the people, to teach them diligently, that “the images 

* Act. 2. [Ibid.] p. 132, 133, 130, 152, 153. Act. 3. p. 188. Act 
4. p. 328. Act. 5. p. 389. Act. 7. p. 576. 

f Act. 2. [Ibid.] p. 145. 

+ llapd riiv dy’uov irar&pwv tjpwv, icai Ttjg aiirwv $io7rapa86rov 
fitcaoKctAiag. Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 321. 

§ Act 7. [Ibid.] p. 553. /3. 

|j ’EraKoXowCJouwrtg r y 9ftfy6(up di$a<rKaA.iq Ttuv dy’uuv Trartpwy row 
ydp iv awry ivoiKtiaavrog ayiov irvf vparog flvai Tavrr\v yivwOKOptv, 
[Ibid.] p. 556. 

<([ llcicry ry Otiq (’aroffroAiKy bpyyt'pn. Ibid, item p. 588. 

** ilerpd nuv ayiutv irpu>Tdp\(i)V rijg r)pdv diRcujKiiAiag. [Ibid.] p. 581. 

tt 'II dyla Svvooog l^tfioTjoev. Act. 7- [Ibid.] p. 576. Act. 8. p.592* 
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of Christ, the mother of God, and other saints, are especially 
to be had and retained in temples ; and that due honour and 
veneration is to be given to them, because the honour tendered 
to them, is referred to the prototype ; so that by the imagJSs 
which they kiss, before which they uncover their heads, and 
prostrate themselves, they worship Christ, and venerate the 
saints, whose similitude they are.” And this, say they, is done 
** according to the custom of the catholic and apostolic Church, 
received from the first age of the Christian faith, and the con¬ 
sent of the holy Fathers.”* * * § 

§. 2. On the other hand, the Council of Constantinople, 
consisting of three hundred and thirty-eight bishops, assembled 
in the year 754, declares that “this evil invention of images 
neither hath its being from the tradition of Christ, or his 
Apostles, nor of the holy Fathers ”f And having forbidden all 
Christians to worship any, or to place an image in the Church, 
or in private houses, they conclude unanimously thus : avn) // 
rrriarig r&v ’AttootoXwi', — tu>v 7r arepiov, — r&v opSatjoHuv ;t “ this 
is the faith of the Apostles ; this is the faith of the Fathers ; 
this is the faith of the orthodox.” 

The Council of Frankfort, consisting of three hundred 
bishops, assembled by Charles the Great, out of Italy, Germany, 
and France, a.d. 794, declares that'the second Nicene Council 
had oflended in two things. § 1. In decreeing that images 

should be worshipped. And, 2. In saying falsely, that this 
was delivered to them from the Apostles. They add, that 
“ leaving the traditions of the ancient Fathers, who decreed 
that images should not be worshipped, they endeavoured to 
bring into the Church new and unusual customs.” y That 
they endeavoured to bring into Christian religion the new 
adoration of images,^ “ without the doctrine of the holy 

* Juxta Catholic® et Apostolic® Ecclesi® usum, a primoevis Christiana; 

Religionis temporibus receptum, sanctorumque Patrum consensionem. 
Sess. 25. [Ibid. vol. 14. p. 895.] 

t Ovre tK rrapaddffaog Xpiarov »/ *AwooroXwv ?/ Trartpwv r<) ilpat 
»X £t - Concil. Nic. 2. [Ibid. vol. 7.] p. 452, eiKova ij irpocrKvin/aat »/ 
OTtjaai iv tKK\qoLq,. [Ibid.] p. 508. J Ibid.p. 532. 

§ Quia ut hoc facerent, ab Apostolis sibi traditum mentiebantur. Lib. 
Carol. 1. 2. c. 25, 27. [p. 228, 211. ed. 1549.] 

|| Relictis priscorum Patrum traditionibus, qui imagines non colerc 
sanxeruqt, novas conariet insolitas Ecclesiae consuetudines inferre. Prtefut. 
in Lib. 1. [Ibid. p. 9.] 

f Absque sanctorum Patrum doctrina et consacerdotum per diversas 
muudi partes consensu. L. 4. c. 21. [Ibid. p. 606.] 
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Fathers, and the eonsent of their fellow-priests throughout the 
world. That this of image-worship was impudentissima tra¬ 
dition* * * § a most impudent tradition. And that this pretended 
tfhdition was “neither to be found in the oracles of the 
Prophets, nor in the writings of the Gospels, nor in the doc¬ 
trines of the Apostles, nor in the relations of the former holy 
Synods, nor in the doctrines of the orthodox Fathers.”+ That 
it was instituted by them, nullo antiquitatis documento vel 
exempto> without all instruction, or example from antiquity. 

A Synod held at Paris under Ludovicus Pius and Lotharius, 
a.d. 824, saith, “ that the second Nicene Council declared for 
image worship against the divine authority, and the sayings of 
the holy Fathers.£ And that they determine against the wor¬ 
ship of them according to divine authority, and, juxta senten- 
fias sanctorum Pafrwn, according to the judgments of the holy 
Fathers. § 

Agobardus, bishop of Lyons, having declared against all 
image-worship, saith this is sincere religion, is mos Catholicus, 
hate antiqua Patrum traditio ,-j| this is the Catholic custom, 
this is the tradition of the Fathers; as is easily proved even 
out of, the Book of Sacraments which the Roman Church 
usetli. And again, “ None of the ancient Catholics did ever 
think that images were to be worshipped or adored.” 

llincmarus, archbishop of Rheiras, informs us that this 
Nicene Synod was condemned and evacuated by a General 
Synod called by the Emperor Charles the Great,** according to 
the way of the Scripture and the tradition of the ancients. 
Aimoinusf+ also complains of them, that they had decreed 
touching the adoration of images, aliter quam orthodoxi Patres 
antea dejinierant, otherwise than the orthodox Fathers had 
before defined. 

* Praefat. p. 10. 

t Neque in Evangeliorum tonitruia, neque in Apostolorum dogmatisms, 
vel quorumlibet orthodoxorum Patrum doctriais uspiam reperimus in- 
sertam. L. 4. c. 13. [Ibid. p. 540.] 

t Contra autlioritatem divinam et sanctorum Patrum dicta. P. 23. [p. 

4. Francof. 1596.] 

§ Ed. Pith. p. 25, 26. [Ibid. p. 7.] 

|1 L. delmag. sect. 30. p. 203. [Par. 1666.] 

f N uilus antiquorum Oatholicorum unquam eas colendasvel adorandas 
fore existimavit. [Ibid.] p. 265. 

** Secundum Scripturarum tramitem, traditionemque majorum. Opusc. 

5. cap. 20. [p, 93. LutPar. 1615.] 

ft De Gestis Franc. Lib. 5. cap. 28. [p. 320. Par. KJ03.] 
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" In that Synod,” saith Roger Hoveden, “it was confirmed 
that images should be adored; which the Church of God doth 
wholly execrate.”* 

Now in this matter let the truth He where you please, it is 
sure no little prejudice against receiving any thing as a tradi¬ 
tion upon the evidence of a few single Fathers, in matters of 
mere speculation, as some traditionary doctrines of the Church 
of Rome most surely are. That in a thing of this nature, 
which must be either daily practised, or omitted by the 
Church, whose Councils, of three hundred bishops at the least, 
in the same age, maintain such contradictory assertions; one 
saying frequently and expressly, that this was the doctrine of 
the Apostles, and all the ancient Fathers; the others as ex¬ 
pressly, that it never was the doctrine of either of them. One, 
that this was the practice of all faithful Christians; the other, 
that they never found it practised by any of the orthodox 
professors. But though such contradictory assertions, in 
another case, might cause a wary person to suspend his assent 
to either of them ; yet I am confident, that whosoever is un¬ 
prejudiced, must, in this case, give in his verdict against the 
doctrine and assertions of the Trent and of the second Nicene 
Council. 

§. 3. For notwithstanding all the confident assertions of 
these Councils, the testimonies of the ancient Fathers arc so 
full and clear against that honour and veneration of images, 
which by these Councils is imposed upon all Christians, with 
an anathema to them who do assert, or even think the contrary, 
that he who doth impartially read them, and doth conclude 
that the whole Church of Christ did, for five hundred years 
and more, condemn this practice; and in plain terms, or by 
just consequence assert they had no such tradition, cannot 
sustain much loss, if he quite want the use of reason. 

For, 1. The Fathers do expressly say, the Church of Christ 
hath no such custom or tradition, “We Christians,”f saith 
Theodotus, “ have no tradition to form the images of saints in 
material colours.” An “ image ,”X saith Clemens of Alex- 

* In ea Synodo confirmation est imagines adorari debere, quod omnino 
Ecclesia Dei execratur. Annal. Part 1. ad Ann. 791. 

■f Tiif tu»v uy'utiv ifitag oi)R iv tlicocuv &£ v\ikwv xpwfiurutv dpa- 
fiopipovv TrapnXiifafitv. Apud 2 Nic. Concil. Act. 6. [ut supra,] 
p. 492. 

t 'H/iTv fit oi>x mXjjc alaStjTTjc aiaSijTop tv ayaXuct hrny, Protrept. 
p. 34. /I [p. 45. Venet. 1757.] 
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andria, “ is indeed dead matter, formed by the hand of the 
artificer; but we (Christians) have no sensible image of sensible 
matter.” St. Ambrose saith, that Rachel* * * § who hid the 
images, is, or signifies, the Church. “ Which Church knows 
no empty ideas, or vain figures of images, but knoweth the 
true substance of the Trinity.” “ We,” saith St. Jerome,f 
“ have but one husband, and worship but one image, to wit, 
the image of the invisible and omnipotent God.” “We,” saith 
St. Chrysostom,| “ do by their writings enjoy the presence of 
the saints, having the images not of their bodies, but of their 
souls.” “We have no care,” saith Amphilochius, § “to figure 
by colours the bodily visages of the saints in tables.” So 
certain is it they had no such custom in the first five cen¬ 
turies, that, •• 

2. They plainly tell us, that the first thing they taught their 
converts, was the contempt of images. “ We plainly shew 
from the gravity or decorum of our principles, and do not hide 
them, as Celsus doth imagine, seeing even to those who are first 
entered among us, we teach the contempt of idols, and of all 
images,” 1| saith Origeu. “God,”^j saith he, “ cannot wholly 
overlook the Christians, because they are the men who despise 
images of human art, and endeavour to ascend by reason 
unto God himself; they transcend not only images, but the 
whole frame of creatures, to ascend to the God of all the 
world.” 

3. They add, that they were taught thus to abandon and 
forsake all images and statues by the religion they embraced, 
and by the doctrine of the Holy Jesus. 

“ The Christian doctrine,”** saith Origen, “ doth not permit 
them to be solicitous about images and statues, or about the 

* Qubb Ecclesia inanes ideas et vanas nescit simulacrorum figuras. De 
Fuga Stec. c. 5. p. 240. [vol. 1. p. 429. Par. 1080.] 

t Nos autem unam veucramur imaginem, etc. in Ezech. c. 16. p. 189. 
F. [vol. 5. p. 162. Veron. 1730.] " 

t Oi'x'i twv owfiarwv ctvTtov, aXXa twv if/vx&v rdg siKovag t\ovTeg. 
ApudConcil. Nic. Act. 6. [Ibid p. 481.] 

§ Ou ydp rolg irtvaZi to, rrapKiicd irpocwira twv aytwv Sul xpw/idrcun 
imjjttX'tg i/fiiv ivrvTrovv. Ibid. p. 484. 

II Tore irpMTOtg fiffn^ofxLvoig Karaipp6inj(HV twv itavTWV dyaXftdTwv 
fp7ro(t/ffWjutj'. In Celsum, 1, 3. p. 120. [vol. 1. p. 456. Par. 1733.] 

f Td fitv rijg av&pwirtvrig 7repi rd dyaXputra T(%vtig virepippovtTv, 
L. 8. p. 412. [Ibid. p. 781.] ytvag viripfiyv p,iv oil fuhov ayaXfiara, 
Ac. 1. 2. p. 91. [Ibid. p. 420.] 

Mi) mrovha^uv jrtpi rd ayaXfiara, Kai rd iSpvfiara. ■ L. 5. p. 255. 
[Ibid. p. 604. 
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works of God, but to transcend them, and to lift up the soul 
to the Creator.* They, by the doctrine of Jesus Christ,” 
saith he, “ are moved to relinquish all images and statues, and 
to look up by the Word, unto the Father.” Again, f “ The 
Christian,” saith lie, “ doth not look upon images, for he is 
taught by Christ to seek nothing which is little or sensible, 
but only those things which are great and truly divine.” He 
adds thatj “ the prophets had foretold of the coming of Christ, 
to cause them to desist from the worship of idols, and of 
images, and of demons. § Other nations, as the Scythians, 
Africans, &c. abstain from images,” saith he, “ but they do it 
not upon the same account upon which we Jews and Christians 
are averse from it; for we abstain by reason of the command¬ 
ment, which saith, thou shalt not make to thyself an idol, nor 
the similitude of any thing in heaven or earth ; viftiich things 
do not only cause us to reject images ; but make us ready to 
die, rather than we will defile our conception of God with any 
such impiety.” 

Arnobius saith, that[] “ Christ had elevated the Christian 
from fruitless signs made of vile earth to the stars, and heaven, 
and made us to present our prayers and supplications to the 
God of all things.” 

§.4. 4. They say, that it was proper to the heathens to 

make and worship images; and it is frequent among the 
Fathers, to call them worshippers of images, instead of 
heathens, and to describe the Christian as one who hath left 
off, and hath renounced that practice. Clemens Alexandrinus^j 
speaks to the heathens thus: “ Art hath deceived you with 
its delusions, leading you to honour images and pictures.** We 
are not like the Get®, and Cilicians, and other nations, to 
which we are compared by Celsus. For they provide images 

* Aid. tt/v * lijerov tov Xpiorav ItlacrKaXiav naraXeliretv vdvra ayaX- 
p.ara mi iSpvfiara. L. 7- p. 359. [Ibid. p. 723.] 
f "'E/iaS’f ydp dirb tov ’lijaov ptjlkv fwcpbv, Tovrkffrtp afoSijrbv. 

*lr)Ttiv . L. 7. p. 362. [Ibid. p. 726.] 

% IIpo<pT)Ttviov irtpi rijg tov ’ I jjoov tiribrifilac dtptordvTOq TJ)q dirb 
TWV ayaXfiarcjv SttpaTniag. 

§ Ov fxavov tKTpeTTOVTcu ayaXpiara d\\d k ai uTtoQviiOKiiv hoiiMoq 
tpXovrai, &c. L. 7-p. 375. [Ibid. p. 740.] 

|j Qui ab signis inertibus atque ex viliasimo formatis Into adsydera sub- 
Icvavit et coelum. Adv. Gent, L. 1. p. 22. 

f IJpoayou<ra iiri to riuav xal ‘irpottKvvuv dyaXuara Kai ypadde. 
Admon. p. 39. A. 

** 'Hfitiq Sk r^v lid T&v toiovtiov Tifi^v ctvtXlvTfQ dirb tov (Jtiov, 
otq appoZovTwv paWov liapovioiq. L. 3. p. 131. [Ibid. p. 469.] 



IMAGES AND BELICS. 


299 


for their gods; but we,” saith Origen, “ remove from God all 
honour by such things, as judging them more fit for devils.” 
And again, he represents them as men,* who having fallen 
from the true knowledge of God, under a' vain imagination of 
piety, worship images. And he represents the Christians, as 
those who by 'the conduct of the word, or reason, ascend 
from wood and stone, silver and gold, and all that was precious 
in the world, to the Creator of all things.f “ What ensign do 
we bear before us,” saith Tertullian, “but that first wisdom, 
which instructs us not to worship the frivolous works of men’s 
hands, that abstinence whereby we do refrain from the goods 
of others, &c. lie that wifi understand who are Christians, 
must know them by these marks and tokens.” J t( You are the 
men who make images’ of gold,” saith Arnobius, “ which we 
Christians cease to do.§ This is the doctrine of the holy 
prophets, which we Christians follow; this is our wisdom, 
which they who either worship images, or defend vain philo¬ 
sophy, deride.” || “ Innumerable of all nations,” saith Origen, 

“are turned to the'Christian faith, not without the great 
hatred of those who worshipped images whereas they who 
have left all images and statues, is his description of the 
Christians. 

Accordingly we find the Fathers still representing this as an 
heathenish custom.^] “If you speak of the Greeks, and other 
heathens,” saith Theophilus, “ they are the men who worship 
cnrEncovtaftara vek :pwv avOpwirm', the images of dead men.”** 
“ Helen, when she had found the cross, did worship Christ, but 
not the wood, because that,” saith St. Ambrose, “ was the 
error of the heathens.”ff “ It is no marvel,” saith Eusebius, 

* fycivTaaiq, S’ Evoefaiai; dyaXfiara a'bfiovTtQ. L. 4. p. 177. [Ibid, 
p. 519.] 

t Quid enim insigne prajferimus, nisi primam sapientiam, qua frivola 
human® manus opera non adorauius: qui vult intelligcre qui sunt Chris- 
tiani, istis indiciis utatur necesse eat. Ad Nat. 1. 1. c. 5. [p. 43. Par. 
1695.] 

t Vos simulacra effingitis ex auro, 1. 2. p. 98. Quae quidem nos ces- 
samus facere, 1. 6. p. 189. 

§ Isti qui fragilia colunt, 1. 7. c. 26. 

|| Eorum qui simulacra venerabantur. irepi ’Apx- L. 4. c. 1. 

Ad Autolyc. 1.1. p. 76. [p. 28. Oxon. 1684.] 

** Hie enim Gentilisest error. Orat. de Obit. Theod. p. 61. [vol. 2. p. 
1211. Par. 1690.] 

ff 'JJc siicdg twv iraXaiwv arrapn^vXaKTws ola owi/pag I9vucy cnvij* 
d'etat irap’ iavrolq rovrov Tip<jiv eiwSroTtiiv rbv rpvirov. Hist. Eccleg. 
1. 7. c. 18. [p. 265. Par. 1659.] 
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“ that those of the heathens, who of old were cured by our 
Saviour, should do such things (i. e. erect his image, as did 
the woman cured of her bloody issue), since we have seen the 
images of the apostles Paul and Peter, yea, and of Christ him¬ 
self, kept painted with colours on tables; for that of old they 
were wont imprudently, by a heathenish custom, thus to 
honour them whom they counted their saviours or bene¬ 
factors.” This therefore was an heathenish, and not a Chris¬ 
tian custom : for had Christians customarily had such statues 
and pictures, why doth Eusebius make this a badge of hea¬ 
thenism ? Why doth he say, “ It was no marvel that heathens 
should do thus V’ If the images of Christ and his Apostles 
had been then common in all Christian oratories, why is it 
mentioned as so rare a thing that he had seen them ? Why, 
lastly, doth he say that this was done cnrapafvXatcrwQ^ that is, 
according to Valesius, “imprudently and inconsiderately?” 
Adamantius the Manicheean, cites those words of the second 
commandment,* “ See that you make no effigies, nor images, 
for I am a jealous God,” to reprehend the zeal of the God of 
the Old Testament; to which St. Austin answers, tliatf “he 
only quarrels with God’s zeal, because it forbade images, and 
so would seem to favour images ; which,” saith he, “ these 
men do to conciliate the favour of the heathens to their mad 
and miserable sectwhere we learn, not only that simulacra 
and imagines arc with St. Austin the same thing, but also 
that it was only heathens who then favoured images, and those 
who had a kindness for them. Agobardus, in the 9th cen¬ 
tury saith, thatj “ to use the images of the Apostles, or our 
Lord himself, for the honour of religion, or any veneration, is 
to use them after the manner of the heathens, and that if Con¬ 
stantine did adore the images of St. Peter and St. Paul,§ lie 
did it from the pestiferous custom of idolatry.” So generally 
and so lately was this esteemed an heathenish and idolatrous 
custom, by the Fathers of the Church. 

§.5. 5. This was so notorious to the heathens, that they 

object it to the (Christians as their crime, that they had na 

* Effigies et Imagines. Contra Adam. cap. 13. [vol. 8. p. 126. Par. 1688.] 

t Vnlt ergo videri faverese simulacris, qnod propterca faciunt ut miser- 
rimae tit vesana: su» sectaj etiam Paganorum concilient benevoleutiam. 
Ibid. 

+ Ob religionis honorem, a,ut aliquara venerationem, more Gentilium 
Do Imag. p. 248. [Par. 1666.] 

6 Ex eonsuetudinc Idololutriao pestifera. Llbid.J p. 252. 
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images, that they would not make, would not endure, much 
less venerate them, and that they laughed at those who did. 
Celsus objects, saith Origen,* that “ we avoid the making oi 
images.” Ami again* “ In this, that they will not endure 
images, they are like unto the Scythians, and other irreligious 
and lawless nations, who dedicate no images to their gods, 
and count them fools that do so.” And a third time, thou 
laughest at our images.”£ “For this cause you lay great im¬ 
piety to our charge,” saith Arnobius, u because we make no 
images, or shape of any of the gods.” In a word, when 
Adrian the Emperor had commanded that§ “ temples should 
be made in all cities without images, it was by them conjec¬ 
tured that he made them for Christ,” saith Lampridius ; who 
adds, that “ he was forbidden to proceed in this enterprise, by 
those who, consulting the oracles, found that all men would 
turn Christians, if this, according to their wishes, should tall 
out.” Whence evident it is, that it was not the use ol Chris¬ 
tians then to have images in churches, hut that, the contrary 

was according to their wishes. 

Gthly. If we consider what the Fathers answered to this 
accusation of the heathens, we shall more fully he convinced, 
that they did uot venerate, but did entirely reject the use oi 
images, as vain, ridiculous, and inconsistent with the Christian 
faith, and the true worship of a Deity. For, 

Whereas the heathens complained that Christians laughed at 
their images, Origen replies|| “ that they did not laugh at the 
insensate statues, hut at those who worshipped them. And 
he justifies this practice of the Christians by saying, tliat^j 
“ any man of sound reason could not hut laugh at them who 
looked upon images, and by the contemplation of them. 


* -Ilfiae dyaXftara ilpfoSai ^vyuv. h. 8. p. 389, 404. [ut supra, 

P ’ to irivlx^vrai dyaXfiara, oiiSk yap SicvBai roiiro. L. 7. p. 373. 

^^Quod^non Deornm alicujus simulacrum cons^tuamus aut formam. 

L i Christo Templum facere voluit (Severus) quod et Adrianus cogitasse 
fertur, qui Templa in omnibus civitatibus sine simulacris jusserat fieri. 
Hist. August, c. 43. Qui consulentes sacra, repererunt omnes Ghrvstumos 

fieri, si id optato evenisset. Ibid. -_ 

|| Ovd't KarayfXuifitv twv djpvx^v Soarwi/, aXX ei apa ruv npoa- 

xvvovvTbtv abroic. L. 8. p. 404. [Ibid. p. 772.] _ * , 

f Ttc ydp vovv °v KaraytXafftrai row fpoput vrog roic ayaX- 

ficiGiVf &c. 1.7. p« 362. [Ibid. p. 726. J 
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thought to ascend from what was seen, and was a symbol, to 
what was understood. 

2ndly. They answer, by distinguishing betwixt such images 
as were the work of an artificer, saying, that these they did 
reject; and such as were spiritual, consisting in the resem¬ 
blance of the virtues and perfections of their Lord; and these 
they owned as acceptable to God, and such as they regarded. 
“The images which are agreeable to God,”* * * § saith Origen, 
“are not such as arc framed by servile artists, but those 
virtues which are formed in us by the word of God, and are 
the imitations of the first-born of the creation, in whom are 
the examples of justice, temperance, fortitude, prudence, and 
godliness, and all other virtues.f In all therefore who arc 
furnished with these virtues, are the images which we think it 
meet to honour, the prototype of all images, the image of the 
invisible God, his only Son; andj they who put off the old 
man with his works, and put on the new, which is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of him that created him, by 
receiving this image of tlieir Creator, make such images in 
themselves as God regards,” insinuating, that God liked no 
other.§ “ In sum,” saith he, “ all Christians do attempt to 

make such images, as we have now related, not such as have 
no life or sense, nor such in which wicked demons may reside 
that is, neither such images as were in use amongst the 
heathens, nor such as are now used by the Church of Rome ; 
for theirs, I suppose, have neither life nor sense :|| “Let there¬ 
fore any man tnat will,” saith he, “compare the images I have 
now mentioned, framed in the souls of pious persons, with 
the images of Phidias, and Polycletus, and the like, and he 
will manifestly discern that the latter are void of life, and cor¬ 
rupted by time;” and therefore he concludes, that there is no 
compare betwixt the images of Christians, and of heathens. 
So that the images which arc obnoxious to the injuries of 


* ’A yaX/iara fa ^ptirovra 0ei£» ovx virb fiavavotup rexviT&v «ca- 
TtoKevaofieva, &c. ff. 8. p. 389. [Ibid. p. 755.] 

f ’Ev iratriv o&p ianv dyaXfiara olg irptirov dvai mmioptSa n* 
fiaoSai rb irfuardrvxov irdvrwp <4yaXpdrw*>. Jbid, 

X ’AydXpara ip tavrols irotovatv onola fiwXtrai b iirl irdat 0e5c. 
Ibid. 

§ O bn aif/vxa tal dpaUr&ijra, oiifa Aaifiovm fannied' [Ibid. p. 756.] 

|| 'E/cava flip teal dvai k ai X9° vt i l ty&upoptvtr Tavra fa iv 

ry dSavaTy fisvup \j/vxv.——~oiifa/ita avy/epterte Iutip rdip trap’ iffd 
irfide rd dyaXfiara rutv l&vu>p. Ibid. p. 390, 391. [Ibid, 756, 757.] 
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time, and which are void of life and sense, were then ac¬ 
counted heathen images, the images of Christians were then 
only those which are framed in the immortal souls of men. 
According to that of Theodotus Aucyranus,* * * § “ We have no 
tradition to form the images of saints in material colours ; hut 
we are taught to express their virtues recorded in the writings 
concerning them, as their living images.” And that of Am- 
philoeliius,t “We are not concerned to frame the fleshy per¬ 
sons of the saints by colours upon tables, hut to imitate the 
virtues of their conversations.” 

3. To the comparison made by Celsus betwixt them and 
the Scythians, Mooi*, a id, Persians, i.i this matter, Origen 
replies, J that “ it is true, both they and Christians wore averse 
fivui images ; but th&i the Christians rejected them on better 
grounds than heathens did, vie. because they would not 
violate the commandment forbidding the use of them, and 
because they dreaded to debase the divine worship, by bringing 
it down to matter shaped in such a manner and figure. And 
because, § finding by the doctrine of Christ the way of piety 
towards God, they avoided those things, which, by appearance 
of piety, made men wicked.” Which passages assure us, not 
only that the Christians of those times abstained from all 
religious use of images, hut also that they did it in obedience 
to the doctrine of Christ, and the commandment forbidding it, 
i.e . upon the very motive that moves us to do so. 

4tlily. Arnobius in answer to the same objection of the 
heathens, that Christians did contemn the deities, because 
they bad "no images of any of them, nor did they worship 
their effigies whereas “ the heathens made, and with reli¬ 
gious observation did regard them,”|j gives this reason why 
the Christians had them not, vis, “ Because (saith he), we do 
conceive, that if they certainly be gods whom we worship, and 
have that eminence which by that name is signified, they will 

* ’AXXd rap tovtojv dperdg ol op nvag lfi\[/vxovg titcovag dvapdr- 
reaSrai StSiSdyfieOa. Apud Cone. Nic. 2. Cono. tom. 7. p. 492. 

f Ov yap to if niva^i tol aapKLizd irpuxrurtra. rSiV ayitav Sid xpwfiaratv 
IrrifitXsc ijfiiv ivr vttovv. Ibid. p. 484. 

% Karayuv r»)v ire pi t6 Qtlov Spi}<weidv ini Tt)v Totavrijv ftXifv 
ovTioai i(fxriiiaTt<T[ifvr)v. L. 4.p. 374. [ut supra, p. 739.] 

§ EvpSvTig bre Sul Tt)v ’Itjaov SiSaoicaXiav tqv rpoirov tTjq eiq 
to Btiov titor) j3etaf Qfvyopuv rd 0a vratriq, tucrfjS tiag doffing iroiovvTa. 
L. 8. p-391. [Ibid. p. 758.] 

|| Sequitur ut de simulacris dicamus, quae multa arte componitis, et re- 
iigiosa observatione curatls. L. G. p. 194. 
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deride, or be offended with such kind of honour.”* * * § 2ndly. 
He tells them, that he is not able to determine, “ whether they 
themselves do this seriously, or with intention to deride what 
they pretend to worship ;f for if it be certain,” saithhe, “they 
are gods whom you worship, and that they have their habita¬ 
tions in the highest heavens, what reason can induce you to 
frame these images of them V'% Which reason doth as much 
concern the Roman images, for they are images of Christ, 
the Virgin Mother, and of those saints and martyrs, whom 
they suppose to live in heaven. 3rdly. He calls upon the 
heathens to clear up their understandings, and consider, that 
“ those images before which they lie prostrate, and which they 
humbly adore, are wood, stones, brass, silver, or gold,”§ 
and such are also all the images of Roman Catholics, And 
having urged these, and many other arguments, he concludes, 
“he had sufficiently demonstrated how vainly images were 
made.” || Whence evident it is, that Christians then esteemed 
it a vain, ridiculous thing, and a dishonour to that Jesus 
whom they owned as God, to worship him by images, and 
tbat they had no image of any thing in heaven. And indeed, 
the very silence of the Christians, as to the matter of images, 
when they professedly reply to this impeachment of the 
heathens, is a sufficient argument that they allowed no use of 
images in their religious worship, and-that they paid no vene¬ 
ration to them : for should any heathen now object against the 
Church of Rome, that “ they had no images; would they not 
answer, they had the images of Christ, his Virgin Mother, and 
of his blessed saints and martyrs ?” This therefore should in 
honesty and reason have been the answer of the ancient 
Christians to the like objection of the heathens made against 
them, had it been suitable to the received principles and 
practice of their times. 

Moreover, the heathens, as Lactantius informs us, thought 
an image so very requisite to the performance of religious 

* Honorum hsec genera aut risui habere, si rideant, aut indigne perpeti 
P. 189. 

f Utrumne istud serio et cum proposito faciatis gravi, an ridendo res 
ipsas ? Ibid. p. 194. 

X Si enim certum est apud vos Deos esse quos veneramini, atque in 
summis cceli regionibus degere, quae ratio est, ut simulacra ista fingantur 
avobis? P. 195. 

§ Simulacra ista, quae templis in omnibus prostrati, et humiles adoratis, 
ossa, lapides, sera sunt, &c. P. 200. 

|] Satis demonstratum est quam inaniter fiant simulacra, p 210. 
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'worship, that “ they imagined there could be no religion 
where there was no image/’* * * § And this induced them to con¬ 
ceive, that albeit they knew not of any images the Christians 
used, yet had they some concealed amongst them. And hence 
Ceecilius asked the Christians, “ Why is it that you hide and 
conceal the thing you worship, be it what you will; why have 
you no altars, no temples, no known images ?”f not doubting 
hut they had some images concealed. To this imagination of the 
heathens, Origen thus replies : “ We openly declare the vene¬ 
rable principles of our religion, and do not hide them as 
Celsus doth imagine; for we teach our converts the contempt 
of idols and of all images.’^ Octavius, also, takes notice of it 
in these words: “ You think we hide what we worship, if we 
have not temples with images and altars.” § And then he 
answers in behalf of Christians, with a free insinuation, that 
they had no such things; and gives these reasons why they 
had them not: “ What image shall I make of God, since if 
you rightly do esteem it, man is the image of his Maker ? 
What temple shall I build, when the whole world cannot 
contain him ? What sacrifices should I offer, since a good soul 
and pure mind is the offering that he will accept ? These 
(and not temples, images, or victims) are the holy services 
which we present unto our God.” || Whence it is evident, that 
images were not admitted then amongst the sacra of the 
Christians ; and that they held it not convenient to make an 
image of that Jesus whom they asserted to be God. 

Now briefly to reflect upon these things: can it be reasonably 
imagined, that they who so expressly tell us, “They had no 
tradition to make the images of saints, no sensible image, no 
images of their bodies,” and that “ they knew no vain figures 
of images;” that they who declare that they themselves 
despised, and “taught their converts the contempt of images 
that their religion and their Saviour taught them not to be 
solicitous about them, but to relinquish, abstain from, and to 
abandon them ; that they who teach that it was proper to the 

* Nec ullam religionem putant, ubicunque ilia non fulserint. L. 2. c. 6. 
[c. 7-] p. 169. Ed. Lyd. [vol. 1. p. 100. Wirceb. 1783.] 

t Cur occultare quidquid illud colunt magnopere nituntur ? cur nullas 
aras habent, tcmpla nulla, nulla nota simulacra ? P. 10. 

X L. 3- p. 120. [vol. 1. p. 456. Par. 1733.] 

§ Putatis nos occultare quod colimus, si delubra et aras non habemus, 

-quod enim simulacrum Deo fingam, cum, si recte existfmes, sit Dei 

homo simulacrum ? P. 36. 

|| Haec nostra sacrificia, hsec Dei Sacra sunt. Ibid. 

VOL. VII. X 
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heathens to honour images and pictures; that the custom was 
heathenish and idolatrous, and only fit for demons; and that 
Christians were to be known by this, that “ they would not 
adore the works of men’s hands;” that “they had left all 
images and statues, and that this was their wisdomthat 
they to whom it was continually objected by the heathens, 
that “ they neither had, nor would endure images that they 
“ avoided the making statues, and laughed at them who did 
it and who, in answer to these things, not only do confess 
the thing, but justify and glory in it; telling their adversaries, 
that images were vainly made by him, who was the image of 
his Maker, and should make no other images; that “ they 
deservedly laughed at themand that the heavenly powers 
themselves, if they were subject to that passion, would laugh 
at such votaries ; I say, can it be reasonably conceived, that 
they who say such things, should make it a matter of their 
faith, that images should be worshipped, and in their constant 
practice should adore the images of Christ, and of his saints ? 

§. 6. Nor do. the Fathers only declare, in their Apologies 
and conflicts with the heathens, they had no images; but they 
commend themselves and others upon this account, and say, 
it was a thing to be commended, both in them and others. 
And, 

On this account they mightily commend the Jewish polity, 
because it taught them not only to transcend all images, but 
all created beings, and to ascend to the Creator of the world, 
saying, that “he that doth inspect their laws and constitutions, 
will find that they were men who had a shadow of the 
heavenly life on earth, because they had no image makers in 
their commonwealth.”* 

As for themselves, they declared, that they, on this account, 
" were men, or something more excellent than men, because 
they did not venerate, but did transcend all images, and go 
immediately to God.”f And “ if we do not worship statues, 
and cold images, like to those dead men which they represent, 
do we not deserve praise rather than punishment,” X sa dh 


* 'Y7Tfp/3fv oi fiovov dyaXfiaTa. Orig. adv. Celsum, 1. 2. p. 91, 
Tut supra, p. 426.] Oideic rwv tt xdvag iroiovvTtiiv* L . 4. p. 181. 
[Ibid. p. 524.] 

t 'AvBptoiroi Si, kuI rt avOpiitirwv Ttfuu)repair. L. 4. p. 177. 
[Ibid. p. 519-1 

X Nonne * laudem raagia quam poenam merebatur repudium agaiti 
erroris? Apol. cap. 12. [p, 13. Far. 1695.] 
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Tertullian, “ for the refusal of this ancient error ?” Yea, they 
declare their humble confidence, that “ God would not over¬ 
look them, but vouchsafe them some manifestation of his 
goodness, and give them some fruit of his providence, amongst 
other reasons, for this very cause, because they, despising 
images of human art, endeavoured directly by reason to ascend 
to God.”* * * § 

And lastly, as for those heathens, who for some time 
worshipped the Deity without images, they say, they served 
God “ more purely when they had no images; and that their 
religion would have been better had they done so still.”+ But 
as for those who retained them, and looked upon them when 
they worshipped, or did esteem them sacred, they declared they 
could not but look upon them “ aB men of a lame and infirm 
mind,” they could not “diut laugh at their folly. And they 
do frequently apply that passage of the Psalmist to them, 
“They that make them are like unto them as judging it 
the extremity of error in them who had the use of reason, to 
worship stocks and stones. Now, sure we cannot reasonably 
think these Fathers practised themselves what they thus 
laughed at, and condemned in others : that they admired the 
Jewish polity, because it did permit no images in their sacred 
worship, and yet conceived these things not only consistent 
with, but even an advantage to the Christian polity; or that, 
at the same time, they could conceive themselves praiseworthy 
for rejecting, and even despising images of human art; and 
yet not only have them, but think them worthy of their vene¬ 
ration, and by them should ascend unto that Jesus whom they 
owned as their God: we therefore may be well assured from 
these sayings, that the Christians of those times did not look 
upon images when they performed their worship to God the 
Father, or his Son Christ Jesus. And to assure us yet further 
that they did not do it, they inform us, that when they paid 
their worship to the due object of it, they did “ shut their 

* M>) vrrepetapaffQcu virb rov dcov, dX\d avroig rm* iirupdvtiav 
ytyovtvai. L . 8. p. 412. (Ibid. p. 781.] Kai tovtoiq avovkfjisi Kdpirbv 
Tt}C irpoorravlag airov . Ibid. 

t Dicit antiquos Romanos plusquam annos 150, Deos sine simulacro 
coluisse, quod si adhuc remansisset, castius Dii observarentnr. Aug. de 
C. D. 1. 4. c. 13. [c. 31.] [vol. 7. p. 111. Par. 1685.] Agob. de Imag. 
sect. 24. [ut supra, p. 256.] 

J Orig. 1. 7. p. 362,367* [ut supra, p. 726, 731.] 

§ August, et Theodoret. in Psal. cxiii. [Aug. Opp. vol. 4. p. 1263. 
Par. 1681.] [Theodoret. Opp. vol. 1. p. 1414. Hal. 1769.] 

• X 2 
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eyes,” and thought it was their duty so to do, and that this 
practice did enable them the better to lift up their minds to 
God. 

Origen, in allusion to those words of Christ; “ I am come 
into the world, that they who see not, may see; and they who 
see, may be made blind,” saith, that* “ the Word makes the 
eyes of the soul to see, but blinds those of the senses, that the 
soul may without distraction behold what it ought: if there¬ 
fore any man act after the manner of Christians, the eye of 
his soul is opened, but that of his sense is shut; and by how 
much more he openeth his better eye, and shuts the eyes of 
his senses, by so much more he seeth, and .contemplates better 
God, and his Son, who is the Word and wisdom.” And again,f 
iC even the meanest Christian shutting the eyes of his sense, 
and opening those of his soul, transcends all the whole world, 
and shames the wise men of the world, who, hop&i'Ttg roig 
ayaXfmm, looking upon images by contemplation of them, 
do endeavour to erect their minds to God.” St. Basil! saith 
thus, “ I do not confess with my lips, that I may appear to 
many so to do, but, shutting roy eyes inwardly in my heart, 1 
shew my inward groanings to him that seeth in secret.” They, 
therefore, doubtless thought not images then needful to excite 
devotion, or to move compunction in them, though by the 
second Nicene Council they were afterwards declared useful to 
these ends.§ 

§. 7. And therefore whereas heathens had many of the 
same pretences for having and for using images in their solemn 
worship, which that Nicene Council, and the Church of Rome, 
have since took up, the sayings of the Fathers equally confute 
them both. For, 

1. Whereas the Trent Catechism saith, that the having 
images in churches, and the giving worship and respect unto 
them, tends, maximo fidelium bono } || “to the great benefit of 
the faithful.” And the second Nicene Council doth frequently 
in effect declare the same. Theodotus smartly puts this 
question to those who used them in his time: “ let them 
say, who do erect such forms, what profit can redound unto 

* llavrog ovv rov Kara rpSirov xpionaviliovTOQ b rrjg byriyfpTo 

bQ&atyibc, teat b rijg ahOijoetug plpvKt. L. 7. p. 358. [Ibid. p. 722.] 
t XptOTiavbg dk teat b iSnltnyg—^pvaag robg Trjg aioSyattog btpOaXpobg 
—virtpavaflaLvet rbv bXov tebtrpav. P. 362. [Ibid* p. 726.] 

X ’Ev airy r» tcapbig bfipta pvtav. In Psalm 37. tom. 1. p. 208. 
[vol. 1. p. 520, Par. 1839.] § Act. 2. [ut supra,] p. 103. 

|i Part 3. cap. 2. sect. 24. [p. 307. Lips. 1843.] m 
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them by so doing? or to what spiritual contemplation arc 
they led by that remembrauce ?”* Clemens of Alexandriaf 
expressly saith, that they are apya ical fif'GrjXa, “ vain and pro¬ 
fane.” Lactantius,! that they are, insensibilia et vana, “vain 
and insensate things.” Origen and St. Austin, that they were 
“ dangerous and hurtful to the Christians, and for that cause 
avoided by them.” 

2. Whereas the heathens said, that they used their images^ 
“ only to represent things invisible, by what was visible; and 
to teach them, as it were, to read the things concerning the 
gods out of these image-books that these things were as 
letters which did instruct them in the knowledge of God, and 
by inspection of which they attained unto it: that the Divinity 
was to be propouuded to the mind, and these things only to be 
used, eic fivt'ifiijv tov 0* * § ot),|j “to bring God to their remem¬ 
brance, Kal rtp yeipaytoylav nva /cat bduv irpog a.va.fiVT\mv y 
and, as it were, a manuduction, or way to bring them to their 
minds.” That they were but^[ “as glasses, whereby to re¬ 
present God to them; and they ought to be approved, ov 
ravra rifxtovrec', dXXd dia rovrtov to &elov, who do not worship 
them, but by them the Godhead.” The Fathers having men¬ 
tioned these notions of the heathen wisdom, say, that nothing 
can be more ridiculous, and greater matter of their shame ; and 
that they are more like to** “ writers of fables, than divines; 
that God was not honoured by such symbols ; that they who 
know the truth, ought not to think to honour the divine virtues 
by images made of insensate matter, but they should openly 
teach all, not to admire things obvious to sense, but only the 
invisible Maker of them, and worship his invisible and incorpo¬ 
real virtues, not thinking to honour the Divinity with insensate 
statues, which can have nothing well-pleasing to God, nor the 
images of divine powers, but with sound doctrine, and a pure 

* Ei?rarto<ra*' ot rdf roictQ di Avaarrj\ovvT£Q fiopfy&Q, iroiag h tovtup 
apa icarairoXavouv w^tXetaf, ff iv iroiy dut rrjc tovtuv avafivqamq 

dvayovrat xvtvfiaTiKy £ea iplf. Cone. Nic. [Ibid.] p. 492. 

t Strom. 7. p. 714. fut supra, p. 845.] f L. 2. sect. 5. p. 161. 

§ Td 7Tcpt Sttuv ypafifiara KaOairep JtK fitfiXuv tup dyaXfiaTiKup. 
Pophyr. apud Euseb. Prujpar. Evang. 1. 3. c. 7. 

|| Max. Tyr. Dissert. 38. p. 370, 377. 

Plutarch de Iiside et Osir. p. 382. 

** Tawra flip ofrwff (karat pv&o\oyov<nv, oi) y&p SsoXoyovaiv, 
Athanas. contr. Gent, p. 21, 23. [vol. 1. p. 17,19. Heidelb. 1601]. Euseb. 
Pr»par. Evang. 1. 3. c. 13. [p. 121. Colon. 1688.] 1. 5. c. 14. [Ibid., 
p. 203.] 
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mind.” By all which sayings, they equally condemn the sym¬ 
bolical images of the sacred Trinity and God the Father, 
tacitly allowed by the Trent Council* in these words, “ (when 
it is expedient for the unlearned, in figures, to express the 
histories and narratives of holy Scripture, they must be taught, 
that the Divinity is not therefore pictured, as if it could he seen 
by a corporeal eye,. or expressed by colours, or by figures;)” 
and received generally in all Roman Churches.*|* § 

And, 2ndly, whereas thej Nicene Council, and the Roman 
Church have introduced images of Christ, the blessed Virgin, 
and the saints, under the same pretence; as tending, 1st, to 
instruction, viz. “ the images of Christ being framed,” say 
they, “ that his incarnation may be made known to all; and 
the images of the Apostles, prophets, and martyrs, to be a 
short wilting, and excitation, and teaching of the people, espe¬ 
cially the most simple.” And, 2ndly, for the “ remembrance 
of the prototypes.” I say, whereas these are the Romish and 
the Nicene pleas, the Fathers do expressly say, §“They cared 
not to make any such images of saints, because they had no 
need of them || they knew not “to what spiritual contempla¬ 
tion they could be erected by such remembrance of them 
they had the writings of the saints, which were their living 
images, and with them were content. • St. Austin, speaking of 
some who said, that “ our Lord Christ had written books of 
magic, and committed them to St. Peter and Paul ” he con¬ 
jectures, that they therefore made mention^] “ of these two 
Apostles, because they had in many places, particularly at 
Rome, seen those two pictured with him.” And then lie 
adds,** “ so verily deserve they to err, who sought Christ and 
his Apostles, not in the holy Bibles, but on painted wallsan 


* Dooeatur populua non propterea divinitatem figurari, quasi corporeis 
oculis conspici, aut coloribus vel figuris exprimi possit. Sess. 25. [ut supra, 
vol. 14. p. 896.] Jam enim reeeptse sunt fere ubique. 

t Bell, de Rel. Sanct. 1. 2. c.8. [vol. 2. p. 437. Prag. 1721.] 

t "Iva yvo>niZv Tai vramv r; tvmpieog avrov otKOvopia. — tig avvropov 
ypa<j>fjvKcti dltytpotv, cat SiSaaicakiav rStv Aawi/, fidkiara tmv airXov- 
<jTtph)v. Act. 1. [ut supra, vol- 7.] p» 60. 

§ "On oh XPV%°l Jltv a vvS>v. Amphil. apud 2 Nic. Concil. Act. 6. [Ibid.] 

p. 484. 

l| Aid Ttjg tqvtwv avapvrjotwg. Theodot. ibid. p. 482. 

Credo quod pluribus locis simul aim illo pictos viderunt, 

** Sic omnino errare meruerunt, qui Christum et Apostolos ejus non in 
sanctis codicibus, sed in pictis parietibus quiesierint. De Cons. Evang. 
L. 1. c. 10. [vol. 3. par. 2. p. 8. Par. 1680.] 
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expression which deserves to be considered by them, who have 
taken from them those books in which St. Austin judged it fit 
to seek Christ and his Apostles, and substituted in their room 
these wall lectures; which, it is evident, he approved not of: 
and much less the Council of Frankfort, witness these words: 
** What madness is it to say, that by a painted image we may 
come to the memory of Christ’s presence on earth I Oh un- 
happy memory! which, that it may remember Christ, who 
never should recede out of the mind of a good man, needs the 
beholding of an image.”* 

3. The heathens say, that by beholding of their images and 
statues, they ascended to the prototype; and that their images 
were invented for this end; confessing, that if any one was 
able straight to erect Jfiis soul to heaven, and go directly to 
God, "foutiev ’l(T<t)Q Sii tovtoiq nyaXfinrtav, such in likelihood, 
could need no images. The second % Nicene Council in a like 
manner saith, f f that they worship the images of Christ, his 
blessed Mother, and the saints; that by their pictures they 
may be able to ascend by memory, unto the prototype. And 
because the more they view their images, the better are they 
excited to the remembrance and desire of the prototype, and 
to give honorary worship to the images.” Now this, as you 
have heard, the Fathers have declared to be the very thing for 
which they laughed at the philosophers, that by looking upon 
images and symbols, they thought to ascend to what was un¬ 
derstood and represented by them ; declaring, that Christianity 
taught them to overlook these things, and to ascend immedi¬ 
ately to God, and to his Son; and that the rudest Christian 
did so, by shutting of his bodily eyes, and not by looking upon 
what was sensible.. Accordingly the § Council of Frankfort 
teaclieth, that “ to contemplate Christ, who is the virtue and 
wisdom of God; or to behold the virtues, which by God were 
derived upon his saints, they needed not that corporeal sight 
which was common to them with unreasonable creatures, but 
the spiritual only.” 

* Quee vesania eat dicere, per imaginem ad memoriam veniemus de 
ejus in terra praesentia. Lib. Carol. 1. 4. c. 2. [ut supra, p. 489.] 

t Max. Tyr. Dissert. 38. p. 369. 

t 'Qt; Std TtjQ aVT&v virofivtinv Kai ftvijfirjv 

avdytoSai dvvaa&at ttqqq to irpotrorvirov* Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 320. 
Aiaviaravrcu vpbc t^v tUv TTpiurorviroiV fivrffJitjv Kai &7ri7r6$tjmv. 

Act. 7. [Ibid.] p. 556 

§ Non corporeus nobis visus, sed spiritnalis est necessarius. Lib. Carol. 
1. 2. c. 21. [c. 22.] [Ibid. p. 219.] 
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4thly. The Fathers of the second Nicene Council do not 
only style these images sacred and holy, but declare, “ they 
Salute them in hope of being made partakers of sanctification 
by themasserting, that by paying honorary worship to 
them, they expect, *iv fxt$t£ei ylvetrdat rtvoa ayiatrp.ov, to 
be made partakers of some holiness ; and that they really do, 
fji£Ta\an(5avEiv ayiaafiov, derive some holiness from the action. 
And doubtless the heathens had the same conceit, as is evident 
from the frequent assertions of the Fathers against them, and 
consequently against the second Nicene Council, “ that there 
could be nothing sacred, nothing holy in an image, or any 
thing made by an artificer.*’ Accordingly the fCouncil of 
Frankfort saitli, “ they ought not to be called holy and 
the Synod held at| Paris, saitli, “ the second Nicene Council 
erred not a little, not only in saying, that images were to be 
adored, but also in calling them holy; and saying that holiness 
might be had by them.” 

Now can it be rationally supposed, that they who thus 
declared, “that images were needless; that they know no 
advantage could be received by them; that all men were to be 
taught not to admire them; that they deserved to err, who sought 
instruction from them ; that as for Christians, even the rudest 
of them rather chose to shut their eyes, when they performed 
their devotion, than to employ them about sensible objects 
with many other things of a like nature : can it, I say, be well 
imagined, that these very men should judge these very images 
fit to instruct, to sanctify, to work compunction in them; yea, 
to be the objects worthy of their veneration ? 

§. 8. Once more, the Fathers represent this as a practice 
proper to the vilest heretics: for of the Carpocratian and 
Gnostic heretics, it is related by Epiphanius,§ that “they had 
many images, some painted, others framed in gold and silver, 
and other matter; which they said, were the representations 
of Christ made under Pontius Pilate. Carpocratians, saith[[ 

* Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 265, 321, 453, 492. 
i Nec sanctae dici debent. L. 3. c. 2. [Ibid. p. 298.] 

X Qui—Sanctas nuncupari aanxerunt, et sanctiraoniam ab eis se adipisci 
posse professi sunt. P. 20. [ut supra, p. 2.] 

§|| Imagines quasdam depictas, quasdam de reliqua materia fabricatas 
liabent, dicentes, formam Christi factam a Pilato, et has coronant, et reli- 
quam observationem circa eas similiter ut Gentes t'aciunt. Epiph. Hier. 
7. [Hwr. 17.] p. 108. [Colon. 1682.] Iren. 1. 1. c. 24. [p. 2. c, 25. 
p. 105. Venet. 1734.] 
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Irenseus, have some painted images, some also made of other 
matter; saying, that their images of Christ were made by 
Pilate: and these they crown and place with the images of 
Plato, Aristotle, and Pythagoras, and perform other rites 
unto .them, as the Gentiles do ; that is they censed and wor¬ 
shipped them,” say * Epiphanus and f St. Austin. Thus of 
Marecllina, a Carpocratian heretic, it is related by Epiphanius 
and St. Austin, “ that she made the image of Christ, and Paul, 
and Homer, and Pythagoras, and did cense, worship, or bow 
down to them.” Besides St. Austin doth affirm of Carpocrates, 
“ that heX was reputed to have held, that Christ was only man, 
and so could not intend to give him the worship due to God.” 
And Bellarmine himself confesseth,«that§ "without doubt, 
they, of whom Irenseus speaks, did worship the image for the 
relation which it bore To Christ.” And thus the doctors of 
the Church of Rome allow it worthy of worship, and so must 
be condemned by Irenficus as much as are the Carpocratians. 
Here then is undeniable conviction, that what the second 
Nicene Council have decreed to be the worship due unto the 
images of Christ, and all the blessed spirits; and what the 
Church of Rome doth daily practise, was deemed, in the purer 
ages of the Church, a practice proper to the vilest heretics. 
"They have these images,” say the Fathers; "they offer 
incense, and bow down to them; and in this they do like 
heathens, and therefore not like Christians:” therefore tin* 
Christians of those ages did not so ; for what is more absurd, 
than to reprove these heretics for doing that which the best of 
Christians daily practised ? 


CHAP. II. 

The Arguments of the Fathers against the worship of heathen 
images conclude equally against those now used by Christians , 
as, v. g. 1 st, That it was incongruous to worship or bow 

* Ei iKovag Sk iroiri<rct£ tv Kpvtjty 'Itjtrov, <al II av\ov cat 'Ofiijpov — rav- 
rac l&vpia, cat irpotreicvvu. An&ceph. p. 140. 

f Colebftt imagines adorando inceusumque ponendo. August. Hser. 7. 
[vol. 8. p. 7. Par. 1688.] 

{ Hie Jesum hominem tantummodo putasse perhibetur. Ibid. 

4 Isti cum Christum colerent, proculdubio imaginem ejus propter ipsum 
colebant. De imagine Sanctorum, c. 24. Sect, gexta ratio, [vol. 2. p. 461. 
col. 2. Prag. 1721.] 
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down to them, because they were made of earth, insensate 
earth , the same with that of which vessels were made for 
common uses, and they were sensual objects, and therefore 
were not to be adored , but trod upon and contemned, and 
cast away, § 1. 2ndly, Because they were worse than 
beasts, imperfect insects, and dead things, which yet it 
would be a vile and unbecoming thing for men to bow down 
to, § 2. 3 rdly, Because the artificer who made them was 

better, whom yet it was shameful to adore : that being the 
works of men's hands they could not be holy, valuable, ac¬ 
ceptable. to God, and so not fit to be adored; that the works 
of God were not to be adored in honour of him, much less 
the works of men's nands in honour of the saints, § 3. 
Athly, That man, who was the image of God, and was made 
upright, was not to adore the images of men, or venerate 
earthly things , § 4. bthly. Because if what they wor¬ 
shipped were heavdhly powers, they would laugh at, or be 
angry with such worshippers, if they were in heaven; it 
were better, neglecting images, to look up thither ; that if 
images were made for the commemoration of the dead, or of 
the absent, they were not to be worshipped, § 5. 6thly, 
Because images were dangerous, as tending to debase the 
soul, and render the Divine Majesty contemptible, § 6. 
7thly, Because they were the invention of the devil, § 7. 
That the Fathers could not have spoken these things, which 
equally conclude against all image-worship, if they them¬ 
selves had worshipped images, § 8. That had this been 
their practice, the heathens must have then retorted these 
things, as afterwards they did, § 9. That many of these 
sayings of the Fathers are expressly condemned in the 
second Nicene Council, § 10. That the Church of Rome 
hath prosecuted many for saying the same things, and forced 
them to renounce them as great heresies, §11. 

This will be farther evident if we consider the objections 
which the holy Fathers make against that worship of images 
which had obtained in the heathen world: for they produce 
such arguments against it as equally destroy all image-worship, 
whatsoever be the object represented by the image; and do as 
fully prove it is unlawful to worship images of Christ and of 
departed saints, as to adore the images of heathen deities: so 
that it must be granted, that either in their days Christians 
did neither bow to nor prostrate themselves before the images 



IMAGES AND RELICS. 


315 


of Christ, the blessed Virgin, or the saints departed; or that 
they practised that which they themselves most vehemently 
reproved in the heathens. Now these arguments of the 
Fathers are taken, 1. From the consideration of images them¬ 
selves : and here they argue, 

§. 1. 1st, From the matter of them, thus, that “ the ma¬ 
terials of carved images were only polished earth, which Chris¬ 
tians were taught to tread upon and to contemn, and therefore 
could not, without wickedness, adore what they did trample 
under feet; and that to humble themselves to what was, as to 
matter, earth, was to humble themselves to hell, and to con¬ 
demn themselves to death. That they who adore them con¬ 
sider not that they daily burn and tread upon the like matter ; 
that they are made of the same matter with our common, and 
perhaps impurer vessels : that there can be no religion where 
there is an image, because 'religion consists in things divine and 
heavenly, whereas there can be nothing heavenly which con¬ 
sists of earth. That certainly he doth not in his mind contem¬ 
plate God, who giveth veneration to an image.”* 

That “this matter is insensate, and that it is a certain 
maxim among Christians, avafa§r)Tov v\r\v oifieiv, that 
they are not worship that which hath no sense. That it is 
great folly to adore what is void of sense, when every one that 
hath sense, knows those things are not to be worshipped which 
are made by God and have sense. That they are fools, and 


* Xpvaog ion t!> ayaXfid <rov, ytj lernv, ytjv Si iyta Trartiv ov 
‘irpotrKvvkit> fisfikXerijKtx. Clem. Alex, protrept. p. 38. [p. 50. Venet. 
1757.] Be simulacris ipsis nihil aliud deprehendo quam materias sorores 
esse vaseulorum instrumentorumque communium. Tertul. Apol. c. 12. 
[p. 13. Par. 1695.] UpotrKVPovvrtQ X&oiq xai £v\oig ovx op&otv 
hrt rd fitv ofxoia rote 7rocri irarovvi icai icaiovoi. Athanas. contr. 
Gentes, p. 15. [ut supra, p. 12.] Quis autem non intelligat nefas esse 
rectum animal curvari ut adoret terram, quee idcirco pedibus nostris 
Bubjecta est, ut calcanda nobis non adoranda sit, Lact. 1 . 2. c. 17. [18.] 
p. 228. [vol. 1. p. 137. Wirceb. 1783.] Non est dubium quin Religio 
nulla sit ubicunque simulacrum est—Quia nihil potest esse coeleste in ea 
re quoe sit ex terra. Ibid. c. 18. [19.] p. 229. [Ibid. 139.] Deum, cujus 
Bedes ilia est, quern oculis non possumus, animo contemplcmur, quod 
profecto non facit qui ses, aut lap idem, qute sunt terrena, veneratur, Ibid, 
cap. 1. p. 140. [Ibid. p. 80.] Stultissimi sunt qui non intelligunt esse 
mortiferum, relicto Deo vivo, prosternere se, atque adorare terrena, qui 
nesciunt, et illos aeternam poenam manere, qui figmenta insensibitia fuerint 
vencrati, Epit. c. 1. p. 736. Cum vos terra submitting humilioresque 
facitis, ipsi vos ultro ad Inferos mergitis, ad mortemque damnotis. Lact. 
1. 2. c. 2. p. 148. [Ibid. vol. 1. p. 84.] 
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blind, who know not that they shall everlastingly perish, who 
worship figments void of sense.*’* 

That “ nothing is to he worshipped, but wholly to be cast 
away, which is the object of our senses, and is seen with 
mortal eyes ; and that our Saviour came to free God’s worship 
from these sensual objects.”f 

§.2. 2ndly, Comparing these insensate images with other 
things, to wit, wifh beasts and with dead things, they discourse 
thus: 

That “ if it be a most vile and unbecoming thing for men to 
worship and bow down to beasts, it is more shameful for them to 
worship and bow down to images, they being more dishonour¬ 
able than any living creature : a mouse, a worm, a |pole, a ser¬ 
pent being much better than an image, because they have 
sense, which images have not j the birds of the air being more 
honourable, because they have life and motion, which images 
have not; they can frame voices with their throats, which 
images cannot; they judge images to be things void of sense, 
and therefore nest, and make their habitations in them, and 
even mute upon them. That they are worse than any dead 
thing, for that once lived ; whereas images never did enjoy one 
moment of life .”X 

§. 3. 3rdly, From the consideration of the Artificer, or the 
efficient cause of images, they argue thus: 

That the “ artificer who made these images must be esteemed 

# 

* Tu ergo adoras insensilem, cutn unusquisque habeas sensum, nec ea 
quidem credat adoranda quie a Deo facta sunt, et habent sensum. Clemens 
Recogn. 1. 5. sect. 16. [vol. 1. p. 137. Lips. 1838.] 
f Nec ponderare secum unaznquamque rem potest vulgus indoctum, ut 
intelligat nihil colendum esse quod oculis mortalibus cernitur, Lact. 1. 2. 
c. 3, p. 149. [ut supra, vol. 1, p. 85.] Origen. 1. 7. p. 362. [ut supra, 
p. 726.] supra August, contra Acad. 1. 1. c. 1. 

J Ta Si Kai iravrog loriv dnporepa £wou rd dyaXpara—et yap Kai 
Ttva rS)V £iom' oi/^i "irdtrag t^tt rdg aio&rtoetg taairep evXai Kai Kap - 
icai .—'AXXa ye dpeivovg eiairStv Zoavtov rotfrwv Kai rwv AyaXparutv 
riXeov ovTiav Kbip&Vj lx°utrt ydp dio&rioiv piav, rd Si ovSi piag 
ai<r$ri<Teu>Q permit ret dyaXuara. Clem. Alex, protrept. p. 33, 34. [ut 
supra, p. 45.] JlaTc Si ovk dv rig oiKretpriaeit avroig , Kai xard 
rovro, 5>ri ftXeirovreg ai>roi roig prj fiXiirovm irpotncvvovai. Atbanas. 
contr. Gent. p. 15. [ut supra, p. 12.] Melior est enim bestia, ut si pudeat 
adorare bestiam, quam fecit Deus videntem, audientem, etc. viderentquam 
pudendum esset adorare malum et carens vita sensuque simulacrum, 
August, in Ps. 113. [vol. 4. p. 1260. Par. 1681.] vid. Tertul. Apol. 1. 12. 
[ut supra, p. 13.] Minucium, p. 26. Amob. 1.6. p. 202. Theodoret in 
Ps. 113. [vol. 1. p. 1414. Hal. 1769.] Clem. Rom. recog. 1. 5.sect. 16. 
[ut supra.] Chrysost. in Es. Horn. 2. p. 1037. [vol, 6. p. 28. Par. 1724.] 
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better than his own handiwork, because he gave unto it that 
perfection it enjoys ; and it is impossible there should be more 
perfection in the work than in the artificer; that therefore it is 
much more shameful to adore the image which he makes, than 
to adore the man himself.”* 

That “nothing can be sacred which is the work of men’s 
hands. That the works of servile artists and stone-cutters 
caunot be sacred. That it is a thing written by God in the 
hearts of men, that nothing is to be esteemed sacred, or holy, 
or of much value, which is the work of the mechanic or arti¬ 
ficer. That images made by servile men, of earthly matter, 
must be vain, earthly, and profane. ”f 

That the “ heathens had no just reason to quarrel with the 
Christian#for saying, they were men of a lame and infirm 
mind who repaired to ttikt which falsely was esteemed sacred 
as if it truly were so, and who did not see that nothing could 
be sacred which was the work of servile artists.”^ 

That “ the curiosity of making statues hath in it nothing 
acceptable to God. And that the heathens ought not to for¬ 
bid Christians to assert, that they are blind who think that 
piety doth appertain to images or statues made out of matter by 
the art of man.”§ No, it was reserved to a General Council 

* Melior est qui fecit, quam ilia qua; facta sunt, et tamen factorem 
ipsum nemo suspicit aut veretur. Lact. 1. 2. c. 2. p. 14G. [ut supra, p.83.] 
JIoMy ovv pdXXov SiKaiorrpov ijv rbv Ttxvirriv avroig irpoOKVVtl^ 
i/irtp rd V7r ’ avrov irtrroiijp'fva . A&banas. contr. Gent. p. 15. [ut 
supra, p. 12.] item. p. 11 et 23. [Ibid. p. 10-18.] August, in Ps. 113. 
Artifex melior est eis, quia ea potuit membrorum rnotu atque officio 
fabricare, quem tamen artificem te utique puderet adorare. P. 1305. 
[August. Ibid.] 

f T i S' dv Kai oiKoSopwv, xai XiBa%6wv, Kai fiavavaov rsx v yC &yiov 
dr/ tpyov‘ Ta Si 7rpog avBpwirwv fiavavowv KaraoKtva%6ptva crydX- 
para rs ko'l Upd tic rt/g b\r/f rf/g dpyrjg yivtrat, wort Kai avrd dv 
tlvai dpyd, Kai vXikA, k at (iiffirjXa—o&Ker ovv Upd Kai Stia Trig 
Ttxvyc T d epya. Clem. Alex. Strom. 7. p. 714, 715. [ut supra, p. 845.] 
"lepbv yap ovoev XPV vopi£eiv ovSi iraXXov a\iov Kai dytov o’lKoSopwv 
re tpyov Kai (Savavawv. Orig. contr. Celsum. p. 6, 7. [Ibid. p. 324.] 

I Mi) dyavaKTtirw Si KtXoog iirdv x Xkywptv, Kai rdg 
fidofig rtic 4* v xy C irtTrripwpivovQ, robg irri rd vopt^optva tepd wg 
dXijBivd Upd omvSovrag, Kai pi) bpwvrag, ’6n oi’iSiv (5avavowv 
tpyov Svvarat tivat ttpdv. Orig. in Celsum, p. 367- [Ibid. p. 731.] 

§ *'07rep ft i)v U;tTao$iv Kai ytvtipivov K hXotp ovk apaSriav ijpiv 
IvfKaXu, ovSi irpoairarrf pr) Xtyttv rvQXwrrnv robg iv vXtKalg rlj^- 
vaig AvBpwirwv twv Kard rd dydXpara aiopivovg iKStiKwaSat rijv 
eitokfitiav* Orig. ibid. Tt S’ dv *yoi SrtotytXlg ri twv Zoavwv aipSxutv 
irtpitpyta ; iroiag S' Ukwv ivBiov ytvotr dv Svvapewg i) rwv roitav Si 
oxypdrwv popping. Euseb. Prsepar. Ev.l. 5.c. 14. [p. 203. Colon. 1688.] 
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of Christian bishops to forbid this, and to style those images, 
which were the work of the artificer, ay/at, !?pai, trefiaerfucu, 
7rpotricvvt)Tal, the “ holy, sacred, venerable, adorable images,” 
a thousand times. 

That* it was an “ impious and foolish custom to adore the 
works of men’s hands; and that such worship of human 
works should be no part of the religion of a Christian.” 

That it wasf “ seriously to be thought upon, that if the 
works of God’s hands were not to be adored and worshipped, 
no not in honour of that God who made them, much less were 
the works of men’s hands to be adored in honour of them, 
whose similitudes they are said to be.” 

§.4. 4thly, From the dignity, the quality, the posture of 
the persons worshipping, they plead thus, vie. £ 

That£ “ man is the image of God, whereas the images of 
heathen deities and saints are but the images of men: now 
nothing can be more perverse, or more incongruous, than that 
the image of a man should be adored by him who is the image 
of his Maker, because he by so doing worships what is worse 
and weaker than himself. That if any image w as to be adored 
or worshipped, it should be that of the Creator, § rather than 
the creature, viz. man, whom God made according to his own 
image and similitude. That if men were to be adored, it 


* Mij Sftv \tipiijv avStpdt7roiQ TrpoftKWtlv — QpdZo/itv, Justin. M. 
Dial. 2. p. 66. Vos impii lapides*et signa, et opera manuum horainum 
adoratis. Tharacus apud Baron. A. D. 290. sect. 5. [p. 256. col. 1. 
Luc. 1738.J Aqpov Evp'qcrare rijv avvijS/nav ipya \uputv Av&p<I>mov 
(ivai&SijTa TTporptirofitvoi. Clem. Alex, protrep. p. 29. [p. 41. Venet. 
1757.] Non sit nobis Religio humanorum operum cultus. August, de 
vera Relig. c. 55. [vol. 1. p. 786. Par. 1679.] vid. Agob. [ut supra,] 


р. 257. 

t Summopere pensandum esse, quia si opera manuum Dei non sunt 
adoranda et colenda, nec in honorem Dei, quanto magis opera manuum 
hominum non sunt adoranda et colenda, nec in honorem eoruxn, quorum 
similitudines esse dicuntur ? Agob. sect. 28. [Ibid.] p. 261. Vid. Clem. R. 
recogn. 1. 5. sect. 16. [ut supra.] Claud. Taurin. Bibl. Patr. torn. 4.147. 

X Est autem perversum et incongruens ut simulacrum hominis a simu- 
lacro Dei colatur; colit enim quod est determs et imbecillius. Lact. 1.2. 

с. 17. [c. 18.] [ut supra, p. 137.] 

§ Si ulla imago esset adoranda vel colenda, creatoris potius esset quam 
creaturse; nempe hominem fecit Deus ad imaginem et similitndinem Dei 

-Certe si adorandi fuissent homines, vivi magis quam picti; id est, ubi 

similitudinem habent Dei, non ubi pecorum ; vel, quod verius est, lapi- 
dum, sive lignorum, vita, sensu, ratdone carentium. Agob. de Imag. 
sect. 28. [Ibid.] p. 262, 
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should be rather living men than painted.; that is, when they 
have the similitude of God, rather than that of stones and 
wood, void of life, sense, and reason.’* 

That* “ if holiness is to be ascribed not to God only, but 
to that which is framed in honour of him, it may fitly be 
applied to the Church, which to the honour of God is made 
holy by the acknowledgment of him; or to him whom God doth 
prize and honour, in whom he dwells, in whose just soul we 
may perceive the divine character and sacred image, and who 
is an image dedicated to the honour of God; but the word 
sacred is not to be applied to that which is made by servile 
arts, or is adorned by the hand of a juggler.” 

Thatf u man himself is far more excellent, because he doth 
what image| cannot: and he hath sense, and life, and reason, 
which they want; and that if images could move, they would 
rather adore men that made them. That men would think it 
a reproach and injury to be compared to them, or to be like 
them in their want of life, and sense, and motion; and that 
therefore they should blush to worship that which they could 
not be like or compared to; and they who made and wor¬ 
shipped them, were, as the Psalmist saith, f like unto them,* 
destitute of manhood, and fallen into such absurdity, that it 
was just with God to deprive them of sense.” 

That % “ God had made man upright, with a face looking 

* Ei 8t rb Upbv Six&g \ap.fiavtTat o re Btog abrog, Kat to tig 
Tiprjv avTov Kara(fKtvaap,a, m3g ov itvp'nog rrjv tig rifi^v rod 0£ot) 
tear ’ imyvMtnv ayiav yivopkvi}v hcK\r)oiav itpov dv throifitv Otov ro 
iroWov a%iov, rat ov (3avavff<p KartffKtva(Tp.evov Ttxvy, a\\’ oitSk 
ayvprov x £t P* 8t8at8a\p,tvov. Clem. Alex. Strom. 7. p. 715. [ut supra, 

р. 846.] 

+ Melior et tu, quamvis ea non feceris, quoniam quae ilia non possent, 
facis. August, in Ps. 113. p. 1305. [vol. 4. p. 1260. Par. 1681.] Nec 
intelligunt homines ineptissimi, quod si sentire simulacra et movere pos¬ 
sent, ultro adoratura homines fuissent a quibus sunt expolita. Lact. 1. 2. 

с. 2. p. 146. [ut supra, p. 82.] Velim autem dicerent mihi hi qui idola 
colunt, si optant. similes fieri his quos colunt: vultne aliquis vestrum sic 
videre quomodo illi vident, Ac. quales ergo Dii habendi sunt isti, quorum 
similitudinem habere contumelia est? Clem. R. Recogn. 1. 5. sect. 15* 
fut supra, p. 136.]* 

i Quid ante inepta simulacra et figmenta terrena captivum corpus in- 
curvas ? ... ad Coelum atque ad Deum sursum vultus erectus est, illuc 
intuere, illuc oculos erige, in supernis Deum quaere, ut carere inferis 
possis. Cypr. Ep. ad Demetr. Eji. Ox. p. 191, 192. [1682.] Cum 
nobis sublimis vultus ab artifice Deo datus sit, apparet istas Religiones 
Deorum non esse rationis humanoe, qui (quae) currant coeleste animal ad 
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up to heaven, and so would have us to look up to heaven in the 
acts of our religion; that hence it appeared, that those reli¬ 
gions could not be suitable to human reason, which caused 
this celestial being to how down and venerate earthly things; 
and that he renounced the being, and the very name of man, 
who did not look upward, but downward, in his religious ser¬ 
vice of God.” 

That * “ the heathens served God more purely when they 
had no image, and that their religion would have been better, 
if they had so continued.” 

§.5. 5thly, From the consideration of the object wor¬ 
shipped by these images, and in honour of whom, by the 
heathens they were said to he made, or really were made, they 
frame these arguments against the adoration of them, v6k, 

Thatf “ whatsoever deserveth to he called a god, or placed 
among the heavenly powers, if it be capable of laughter, will 
deride this kind of honour; or if prone to anger, will be pro¬ 
voked to indignation by it.” 

That X “ if the gods be in heaven, it is a folly to direct our 
eyes to stones, and wood, and (rails, when we address our¬ 
selves to them; and that we rather ought to direct our eyes 
to heaven where we believe they are. That§ it were better, 
wholly omitting these vain and insensate things, to direct our 
eyes thither, where is the seat and habitation of the God of 
heaven ; and that God must be sought in the heavens, that we 
may be freed from hell.” 

That || “ the religion of the heathens is vain, because the 

veneranda terrena. Lack 1. 2. c. 1. p. 139. [Ibid. p. 80.] Ipai ergo 
sibi renunciant, seque hominum nomine abdicant, qui non sursum aspi* 
ciunt sed deorsum. P. HO. [Ibid.] 

* August, de C. D. 1. 4. ubi supra, [vol. 7. p. 111.] 

f Amob. 1. 6. p.“189. $ Ibid. p. 195. supra. 

§ Quanto igitur rectius est, omissis insensibilibus et vanis, oculbs eo 
tendere ubi sedes, ubi habitatio est Dei veri ? Lack 1. 2. c. 5. p. 161. [ut 
supra, p. 93.] Vid, p. 148. 

|| Docui religiones Deorum triplici ratione vanas esse; una, quod simu¬ 
lacra ipsa quffi coluntur, 'effigies sunt hominum mortuorum. Lact.fl. 2. 
e. 17* [c. 18.] p. 227. [Ibid. p. 137.] Quid sibi volunt ipsa simulacra, 
quae aut mortuorum aut absenthim monumenta sunt ? nam omnino fin- 
gen darum similitudinum ratio idcirco ab hominibus inventa est, ut posset 
eorum memoria retineri, qui vel morte subtracti, vel absentia fuerant se- 
parati: Deos igitur in quorum numero reponimus! si in mortuorum, 
quis tam stultus ut colat ? si in absentlum, colendi ergo non sunt; si nec 
videut quce fadmus, nec audiunt qu® precamur. Lack 1. 2. c. 2. [Ibid, 
p. 81.] 
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images they worship are effigies of dead men. That images 
are either for the commemoration of the dead, or of the ab- 
sent; it being therefore folly to adore either the dead or ab¬ 
sent, it must be much more folly to adore their images.” 

§.6. 6thly, Prom the form of images they also gather 
many reasons to condemn them; saying. 

That* “the shape of a carved or painted image, through 
the gayness of the art, tends to debase the soul, and expose 
it to erroneous opinions of the Deity, to render vile and con¬ 
temptible the Divine Majesty, and by a show of piety to make 
men wicked ; and that therefore they refused to make or use 
them, and were by Moses forbidden so to do.” 

That f “ images wc\e rejected by them, because they could 
not without danger use them : for who, say they, adores or 
prays, looking upon all* image, who is not so affected as to 
think to be heard by it ? for the figure of the members almost 
extorts this ; and this is the greatest cause of this mad 
impiety, that the form like unto one living, whose likeness 
makes it to be supplicated to, doth more ^prevail in the affec¬ 
tions of miserable men, than the evidence that it doth not 
live at all, doth that it ought to be contemned by him who 
indeed is living: for images prevail more to bow down the 
unhappy soul, in that they have a mouth, eyes, ears, nos¬ 
trils, hands, and feet, than these considerations can prevail 

* Opinio et mens iinperitorum artis concinnitate decipitur. Minuu. 
p. 25. 'Vfiu£ Si «XXp yotiTtiq. airary y rkyvy, &c. Clem. Alex, pro- 
trept. p. 39. [ut supra, p. 51.] ’E&vrtXiZti yup rrjv rov Gdov otfivoryra 
y iv iruifiifi rov uip£<t>G ovvySeig., k ai ryv voyrijv overlap Si' %\yc 
fft(5a&oSai artpaZuv ioriv avri)v Si’ aiaSyaeios. Strom. 6. p. 559. 
[Ibid. p. 662.] Species membrorum parit tmoquoque sordidissimum erroris 
affectum, ut quoniam in illo figmento non invenit ritalem motum, credat 
numen occultum, effigiem tamen viventi corpori similem; seductus forma, 
et commotus authoritate quasi sapientum institorum obsequentiumque 
turbarum, sine vivo aliquo habitatore esse non putat. August, in Fsal. 
113. p. 1306. [ut supra, vol. 4. p. 1261.] Orig. adv. Celsum, 1. 8. p. 
391. [ut supra, p. 757.] 

t Quis autem adorat vel orat intuens simulacrum, qui non sic afficitur, 

ut ab eo se exaudiri putet ?-Hoc enim facit, et quodammodo extorquet 

ilia figura membrorum, ut animus vivens iu sensibus corporis magis arbi- 
tretur sen tire corpus, quod suo corpori simillimum videt. 111a causa est 
maxima impietatis insanse, quod plus valet in affectibus miserorum similis 
viventi forma, quae sibi efficit supplicari, quam quod earn manifestum est 
non esse viventem, ut debeat a vivente contemni. Fins enim valent si¬ 
mulacra ad curvandam infelicem animam, quod os habent, oculos, aures, 
manus, pedes habent, quam ad corrigendam, quod non loquuntur, &c. 
August, in Psal. 113. p-1307. [Ibid. p. 1262.] 

VOL. VII. V 
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to correct the error of it, that they will not speak, sec, smell, 
or walk.” 

§. 7. 7thly, As to the extrinsical impulsive cause, or first 
inventor of images and image-worship, they declare expressly, 
That* " the devil and his angels were the inventors and in¬ 
troducers, both of the images and im^e-worshij) of heathen 
gods, and of the saints. That the devil brought into the 
world the artificers of images and statues. That they were 
evil angels who taught men to make them. That they had 
clearly proved that the first invention of images and statues 
was from the devil. That it was manifest, that this vain 
counsel of painting the visages of the saints was one of the 
methods of Satan, an invention of men acted by the devil.” 
For which assertions they are frequently anathematized, and 
condemned to hell by the second Nicene Council. 

In a word, Lactantius not only laughs at them who kiss, 
and worship, and bow down to these great puppets,f as he 
thinks fit to call them, but also at the vanity of such as 
“ adorn them with gold or jewels, that cover them with vails, 
or precious garments; that offer incense, or sweet odours, or 
consecrate gold or silver to themand who they are who do 
these things at present, we are not to learn. 

§. 8. And now let any man of reason judge, whether all 
these considerations do not as much concern the images of 
saints, and even of our blessed Lord, as they concerned the 
images of heathen deities ? Whether their images, as well as 
those of heathens, be not made of wood like to that we bum; 
or of polished earth like to that we tread upon, and trample 
under feet; and of which vessels are oft made for viler uses ? 

* Artifices St&tuarum et Imaginum, et omnis generis Simulacroram 
di&bolus sseculo intulit. Tertul. de Idol. c. 2. [c. 3.J [p. 36. Par. 1695.] 
E&£ijXov vc fiarala v toiovtii for'ivoia, tcai diafioXiieijc* p&oSeiac 
fttpijfia. Theodotus Ancyr. apud 2 Nic. Cone. Art. 6. [ut snpra,] p. 492. 
Tlpofamt ducatov del {nrwrtivvw ti)v diavoiav 6 dta(3o\og r&v avSpwirwv 
&v8potiiceXa iyaXfiara $ia TroiKtXiag rsx^&v duypayj/e. Epiph. Hrer. 79. 
[vol. 1. p. 1061. Colon, 1680.] interprete Agobardo. Agit hoc nimirum 
versutua, et cslidns htunani generis inimicus, ut sub preetextu honoris 
sanctorum rursus Idola introducat, rursus per diversas effigies adoretur. 
De Imag, sect. 31. 'Uyovftat dia rovrvv cnrtXjjXtyx^ai aatywq Saipo- 
vikijv rtva yiyovtvat tjjv iraXcurarijv, icai trpvrtiv r&v J£o&wv ‘iSpvaiv. 
Euseb. Prsepar. Evang. L 4. c. 16. p. 161. 

t Frustra igitnr homines auro, ebore, gemmis Deos excolunt et exor- 
hant. Ergo his ludieris, et omatis, et grandibus pupis, et unguenta, et 
thura, et odores inferunt, his peplos et indumenta pretiosa. L. 2. c. 4. 
p. 154, 157. [at supra, p. 89.] 
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Whether they be not sensual objects, things void of sense, and 
without life, motion, or ability to speak ? Whether they be 
not made by the artificer, are not the work of servile artists, 
stone-cutters, mechanics ? Whether they be not the works of 
men’s hands ? Whej^er they be not in the Roman Church 
adored, and reverenced by men made upright after God’s 
image, and dedicated to his honour, and who have what 
images have not, and do what images cannot do ? Whether 
any who adore them, desire to be like unto them ? Whether 
the images which the Papists reverence, be not the images of 
heavenly powers, of beings now in heaven, the images of dead 
or absent persons, or made for the commemoration of such 
persons ? And being so, whether these sayings of the Fathers 
do not equally concern them both ? Or, whether they do not 
equally condemn the worship of the images of saints, and 
heathen deities ? If then these very Fathers had themselves 
made and worshipped images subject to all, or any of these 
characters, and had received a tradition from Christ and his 
Apostles so to do themselves, and teach all Christians so to 
do, who can imagine that they would have spoken such plain 
and frequent contradictions, both to their practice and their 
doctrine, and talked as if they equally intended to condemn, 
and even ridicule the Christian and the heathen way of 
worship ? 

§ 9. Again, suppose the Fathers could have been thus 
destitute of common sense, and void of foresight, would not 
the heathens have taken this advantage to retort upon them 
all that they argued against their image worship; and tell 
them, that which they condemned in them, was only what 
themselves did daily practise, and taught all Christians to ob¬ 
serve ? Could Celsus, Porphyry, Hierocles, Eunapius, Julian, 
and all the other heathen wits, have wholly waived and neg¬ 
lected such a plain advantage 1 Put the ease they heard these 
Fathers daily telling them, that it was a wickedness to adore 
that which was made on earth; that it was impious and 
foolish to adore the works of men’s hands, or what was void of 
sense; that they renounced the name and being of q man, who 
bowed down to venerate earthly things; that they could not 
but judge them impotent and blind, who called such things 
sacred, or deemed it piety to adore them ; and that they could 
not choose but laugh at and upbraid their folly. Should all 
the Pagans know, that what they thus objected against their 
image worship, was of equal force against that which them- 
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selves did daily practise; that there were images in every 
Christian Church, made by men’s hands of earth, as void of 
sense as any they adored ; and that the Christians did esteem, 
and call them sacred, adore, bow down to, venerate them ; 
could they abstain from saying, in the m>rds of the Apostle, 
“ Thou art inexcusable, O Christian, wnoever thou art, that 
judgest us for doing these things ; foT wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself, for thou that judgest dost 
the same things.” 

When this corruption began to spread itself through the 
Eastern Churches, and to be countenanced at Rome ; and many 
had submitted to these superstitious practices, the heathens 
presently began thus smartly to reply upon those Christians 
who condemned their image worship :* * * § “ What, have you not 
also in your Churches images of saints ; and do not you pay 
worship to them ? What is the practice of you Christians ?t 
do not you represent in images that which you call a God, viz. 
your Saviour Why therefore do you complain of us, who 
are yourselves more superstitiously addicted to the like prac¬ 
tices ?” The heathens, saith Tarasius, patriarch of C. 1\ and 
the great champion of image worship, defended their idols by 
condemnation of the martyrs, saying, § “ Why strive you with 
us, and refuse our images, when yoti have images of your 
own V* Why is it then that the more ancient Pagans, Hiero- 
cles and Lucian, Porphyry and Celsus, Cajcilian and Symmn- 
chus, Julian, Eunapius, and others, object such things against 
the worship of the Christians, as were most evidently false, 
viz. the worship of the sun, an ass's head, of the clouds, and 
the priest’s genitals; or most apparently impertinent, as the 
worship of a crucified malefactor, hut never mention this; 
which if the practice of the Christians had given them occasion 
so to do, had been so proper, and so obvious, that the most 
rude and unskilful adversary could scarce neglect to mention 
or avoid taking notice of? These persons, surely, neither 
wanted skill nor wisdom to know what made for their advan- 

* 'O "EXXjjv threv, v/ielg ovk tx tTi tv iKKXrjotaig tiKovag ; ov 
ypaftri rolg ayioig v/iStv, Kai irpooKvveire avrovg; 2 Nic. Cone. Act. 5. 
jut supra,] p. 353. 

t K«t ov ft6vov rolg ayioig, dWd Kai avrtp rtp 0f<£ v/iuv. Ibid. 

t Ti $k Kai Trap’ iifuv ’6 fare Sttov tinSotv ovk tyx«p«rrere; 7rwc 
ovv ?uikui$opii<r$t V] l * v StiviSatjjioviartpov bpotaig irp d&crt diaKti- 
ptvoi; Act. 5. [Ibid.J p. 373. 

§ Td pert pa bpotuipara irapairtiaSt, «x ovre C Kat a.i)Toi idtag tUb- 
vag. Ibid, p. 376. 
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tage, and what was proper to retort upon their adversaries. 
They had no kindness for the Christians, which might induce 
them to waive this obvious reply to these accusations of the 
Christians brought against them ; nor could they possibly be 
ignorant of what the Christians practised in this kind, they 
being some of then# apostates from the Christian faith, and 
admitted to their public worship. It is therefore certain, that 
the practice and doctrine of those purer ages gave them no 
occasion to retort these things. 

§. 10. 3rdly, Let us reflect a little upon the language and 
deportment of those who have professedly admitted of the 
veneration of the images of Christ and of his saints, and see if 
we find any thing resembling these sayings of the Fathers in 
their words or actions. Since that this image worship bath 
obtained amongst the Xatins, who ever heard such language 
from them ? • 

What Ilomanist will say, the Christian doctrine did not 
permit them to be solicitous about images and statues, but to 
relinquish them, to reject them ; that Christ canie to cause 
them to desist from the worship of them, and to elevate them 
from earthly images to heaven. Who of them will declare, 
that all the images of Christ, and of the blessed Virgin, which 
they solemnly adore at Rome, were falsely called images ; that 
they were worse than mice, and worms, and moles ? Who of 
them will pronounce it an insignificant and needless, a ridicu¬ 
lous, shameful, foolish, incongruous, perverse, impious, irreli¬ 
gious, heretical, heathenish, and devilish practice, to adore an 
image or a statue ? Where shall we find amongst them these 
general axioms, that Christians must not worship that which 
is a creature, that which hath no sense; that it is impious and 
foolish to adore the work of men’s hands; that this should 
be no part of the religion of a Christian; that it is a folly to 
adore the dead or absent, and much more folly to adore their 
images; that the devil brought into the world the artificers 
of images and statues? Since then the Fathers, without 
distinction or exception, do frequently assert these things, 
and many more of a like nature, it is evident they did not 
worship, or bow down to images, as do the members of the 
Church of Rome: for if no man would thus speak, who 
meaneth as the Rapists do, surely these Fathers were * far 
enough from their opinions. Is any man so void of under¬ 
standing, that being only to declare that earthly princes are 
not to be obeyed and reverenced as gods, lie should continually 
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teach, without all limitation and distinction, that earthly 
princes are not to be obeyed or reverenced ? Since then the 
Fathers generally say, that images are not to be admitted or 
reverenced by any Christians; and that they ought not to 
bow down to them, and do not limit these expressions, it is 
exceeding clear that they intended not only to declare they 
were not to be worshipped with latria , but also that no out¬ 
ward and inferior worship should be given to them. 

After the introduction of image-worship into the Eastern 
and some Western Churches, we find their language and their 
practice as opposite to these discourses of the Fathers, as is 
light to darkness. For then we never hear, that whatsoever 
is the work of an artificer, is vain, earthly, and profane; that 
nothing of this nature can be sacred, valuable, pious; but 
always speaking of their images, as in the second Nicene 
Council, under the titles of sacred, holy, nenerable, adorable 
images. Then they professedly deny, condemn, endeavour to 
confute the axioms so frequent in these holy Fathers. For 
instance: 

1. “ Nothing is to be worshipped,” say the Fathers, “which 
is made with hands; it is impioHS and foolish to adore to. 
^etpoTTofyra, things made with hands.” This proposition those 
good Fathers will by no means admit <jf, without their restric¬ 
tions ;* “ Thou hast written,” saith P. Hadrian, to the Em¬ 
peror Leo Isaurus, “ that things made with hands are not to 
be venerated.” And having called him,f “ proud, arrogant 
dunce,” he very learnedly informs him, “ that this was only 
true of the manvfacta diaboli noxia et execranda, hurtful and 
execrable manvfacta of the devil, not of things made with 
hands for the ministry and glory of God.” In his Epistle to 
the Emperors Constantinus and Irene, approved by the whole 
Council, he objects thus :% € * You will say, that God himself 
forbids us to adore things made with hands;” and answers 
thus: That§ “ every thing upon earth is made with hands, it 
being made by Godand then flies to his old distinction, 

* Scripsisti non esse manufacta veneranda. 2 Nic. Cone. [Ibid.] p. 10. 

t Indoctus, crassus, arrogans, superb us. Ibid. Manufacta diaboli 
noxia et execranda dicebat, non qua sunt manufacta ad ministerium et 
gloriam Dei. 

t Sed dices, quia ipae Deus interdixit adorare manufacta. Act. 2. 
[Ibid.] p. 114. 

^ Quid est supra terrain quod non sit m&nuikctum, cum a Deo sit 
factum ? Ibid. 
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betwixt the images of demons and of saints. Theodorus, pa¬ 
triarch of Jerusalem, saith, that * “ some contentious persons 
urge, that the images of saints ought not to be worshipped, as 
being made with hands. Bnt let them know,” saith he, “ that 
the cherubim, the ark, the propitiatory, the table, were by 
God’s precept made with hands, and were worshippedand 
then he rests in the distinction of Pope Hadrian. Leontius 
triumphs over this objection, thus :•{* “ Tell me, thou, who 
thinkest nothing that is made with hands, and nothing created 
is to be adored ; shalt thou kiss thy wicked wife, and may I 
not kiss the image of the blessed Virgin ?” 

These Fathers, many of them, clearly say, that “ images 
were the invention of the deviland in that Council X is pro¬ 
nounced an express anathema upon all that say so; and as I 
shall hereafter shew, tliey have either expressly, or in effect, 
denounced their anathemas against all these Fathers, and 
almost all that they have said. 

§.11. Moreover, in the lpte persecutions, in the days of 
Henry VII. the Papists forced Christians to renounce those 
very things as heresies, which are so fully and expressly here 
asserted by the Fathers. For instance: 

1. The renunciations of some of them run thus :§ “ I have 
kept and held, by the space of two years, one suspected Book 
of Commandments written in the same, that no man should 
worship any tiling graven, or made with man’s hands; where¬ 
by, after that doctrine, I have believed, that no man ought to 
worship images.” 

2. “I have misbelic/ed,|| and to divers manifestly shewed, 
that images of saints? are not to be worshipped, after the doc¬ 
trine of a Book of Commandments, which I have had in my 
keeping; wherein is written, that no man shall worship any* 
thing made or graven with man’s hands; attending the words 
of the same literally, and not inclining to the sense of the 
same.” 

3. I have holden and believed, that the images of the 

* 'Gc ob Set rwv ayitav irpoffKvvtlv rdc tiieovaQ x«po7rocijrot»£ oCtruf. 
Act. 3. [Ibid.] p. 185. 

t Et irk fiat o vofiV^tov x^porroii/rov firjSiv r) iSXwp ktiotov vrpotTKv- 
vtiv. Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 237* 

t ToTtf Xeyovffi <5iaj3oXtK/j£ p&ofif'utQ tyevptfia rijv rutv uKovtav 
Trohjaiv avttbifia. Act. 1. p. 57. [Ibid.] 

$ Thomas Taylor, Jau. 22, 1490. 

|| Augustine Store, Jan. 28, 1490. 
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crucifix, of our blessed lady, and of other holy saints, should 
not be worshipped; for nothing wrought, or graven with men’s 
hands, ought to be honoured or lowted to, as I have read divers 
times in an English book that we call the Commandment 
Book.”* 

4. “I have believed, and divers times shewed, that images 
of saints be not to be worshipped, saying and holding, that no 
such thing is to be worshipped, that is graven and made with 
man’s hands.”f 

5. “ I have spoken against worshipping of images, that 
we shall worship no stocks, ne stones, ne nothing made or 
graven with man’s hand; no likeness of things in heaven, or 
in earth.” J 

6. “I have affirmed that images made of stocks and 
stones are not to be worshipped, or should not be worshipped, 
nor nothing made with man’s hands.” § 

Some of them renounce and confess after this manner : “ I 
have said them foolis which gqeth to St. James in pilgrim¬ 
age ; adding, that St. James had no foot to come against them, 
no hand to welcom them, neither tong to speak to them; 
so reproving the worship of images.” || 

**I have openly said before divers, that images of saints 
be not to be worshipped; that when devout Christian people 
of their devotion, be wont to offer their candles burning to 
the image of St. Leonard, I have for their devotion called 
them fools: furthermore shewing in this wise, when St. Leo¬ 
nard woli ete a candle, and blow out an oder, then I will offer 
him a candle, else woll not: also, when I have seen cobwebs 
hanging before the face of the image of our lady, I have said, 
# and reputed them fools that offereth to that image ; but if she 
would blow away the same cobwebs from her face- 

“1 have affirmed and said, that the crucifix, and other 
images in the Church, made of stocks and stones, are but 
idols, and ought not to be worshipped; adding, and saying, 
that Ball the carpenter, or Fyke the mason, could make as 
good as the crucifix, for it is but a crooked stick.”** 

“ I have said, that no maimer of image ought to be wor¬ 
shipped, for that they can neither smell, speak, nor hear.” ft 
* 

* Thom. Boughton, May 28, 1490. t William Piour, Jan. 28,1490. 

} John Tanner, July 15, 1491. § Simon Waiver. 

l| Thomas Taylor. Ibid. ^ Alice Higuel, Feb. 5,1490. 

** Robert Makam, June 17, 1506. tt John Bennet, Feb. 7,1507. 
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Sometimes their confessions and abjurations run after this 
manner, viz. 

** I have said, that it were better to give a poor, blind, or 
lame man a penny, than to bestow their money in pilgrimages, 
and worshipping the images of saints; for man is the very 
image of God, which ought all only to be worshipped, and 
no stocks, ne stones.”* 

“ I used to say, we should rather worship the image that 
God hath made, that is to say, the poor man, than the image 
that man hath made, and painted ; the which standeth in the 
Church.”f 

All these things they renounce, as “ contrary to the common 
doctrine and determination of the universal Church of Christ, 
and as false doctrines, contrary to the Christian faith, as great 
heresies, and false opinions, reproved, and damned by all holy 
Church ; and against the doctrine of Christ and his Apostles.” 
And yet these sayings, thus condemned by the second 
Niccne Council, and thus renoun ™d as great heresies, in all 
parts where the power of the Church of Rome prevailed in 
these latter ages, are either the express sayings and doctrines 
of the ancient Fathers, or little different from them in sense ; 
whence any man may easily discern how great an opposition 
there must be betwixt the doctrine of the ancient, and of the 
present Church of Rome ; the true Catholic Church of Christ 
iu the primitive ages, and that which now usurps the name of 
Catholic. 


CHAP. III. 

That the ancients did not bow down to , or venerate images, is 
farther proved: 1. Because they never were concerned, as 
are the Romanists , to answer the seeming repugnancy of this 
practice to the Second Commandment, or to use any of the 
distinctions so frequent in the second Nicene Council to that 
effect, §. 1. 2 ndly. Because they answer all the objections 

urged by the Nicene Council , against the Protestant sense 
of this precept , viz. the instance of the ckerubims, and of 
the brazen serpent, §. 2. 3 rdly. Because many of them 

declare, that this precept rendered the very art of making 
images unlawful to the Christians , §. 3, 4 thly, Because 

■* Isabel Dort, July 18,1491. t Thomas Stochin, March 22, 1498. 
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they generally declare, that by this precept the Christian 
is forbid to give any outward worship to images, or to bow 
down to them , §, 4. hthly , Because they reject and confute 
all the distinctions used by the second Nicene Council, and 
by the Romanists, to reconcile this precept to their practice ; 
asserting, 1. That this command is moral and perpetual, 
and obligatory to all Christians. 2. That this precept 
doth not only forbid the worship of images with Latvia, but 
all outward adoration of them. 3. That this is the Second 
Commandment, and not a part of the first only. 4. That 
not only idols, but images, are by this precept forbid to be 
adored, §.5. 

§. 1. That the ancients knew nothing of this pretended 
tradition, will be still more evident from their discourses 
touching that Commandment, which so expressly saith, “ Thou 
shalt not make unto thyself an idol, nor the similitude of any 
thing in heaven or earth# For had they generally practised, 
had they received a traction touching the veneration of the 
images of Christ, his blessed mother, and the saints and 
martyrs; is it not wonderful that none of all the Fathers ever 
did that which all Christians, who entertained the worship of 
them, ever did ? viz. That they should, never offer any answer 
to the obvious objection from this Commandment against it, or 
in the least attempt to reconcile this precept with their prac¬ 
tice ; or to propose any of those distinctions, limitations, or 
excuses, which are so frequent in the writings of the Romish 
doctors, and which they judge so necessary to prevent idolatry, 
and to inform aright the minds of them who venerate their 
images, and to satisfy the importunity of those who scruple 
at it, and do suspect it is a breach of this Commandment ? The 
matter of this image worship looks so ill, it seems so mani¬ 
festly repugnant to the command, forbidding us to wor¬ 
ship any similitude of any thing in heaven and earth ; it is in 
appearance so like to that very practice which they derided in 
the heathens, that it was highly reasonable, if this had been 
the doctrine and practice of their times, that these primitive 
Fathers should at least have considered, and stated the ques¬ 
tion, how far, and in what sense it was lawful; and with 
what intention and in what degree, and with what cautions 
and distinctions this might lawfully be done. The present 
doctors of the Church of Rome, are not so careless now- 
a-days, as were the Fathers in this matter. When they write 
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Catechisms for the instruction of the people; sometimes they* 
wholly leave out this Commandment; sometimes they do 
abbreviate it, and make it only say, “ thou slialt not worship 
idols or if they be so daring as to present the whole Com¬ 
mandment to the view of Roman Catholics, they carefully ex¬ 
pound, and clog it with many limitations and distinctions, that 
their proselytes may not be tempted to think the words do 
mean what, in their plain and obvious sense, they do import. 

Thus was it also with the bishops of the second Nicenc 
Council, who introduced this image worship into the Eastern 
Church. Constantinus, bishop of Constantia in Cyprus, 
seems to insinuate, that the reason which moved God to make 
this injunction, was not the evil of image worship, but the 
propenseness of the Jews unto idolatry: for, saitli he,f <<r when 
the people were movccT to commit idolatry, then God spake 
thus to Moses, Thou shalt make no similitude to serve them.” 
In other places they affirm, that God doth only here forbidj 
the worship of them with latria; 4ke worshipping pf images § 
as gods, but not the worship of thedfc with doulia ; and often 
do observe, that irpoffKvvriiTtg,\\ or outward worship, by saluting, 
or bowing of the body, is not appropriated to God, but is an 
honour oft given to the creatures, aud therefore is such wor¬ 
ship as may be given to images. And sure it may be 
charitably presumed,‘that the Fathers of the primitive Church 
were as heartily concerned for the instruction of their flocks, 
and were as able to perceive as Roman Catholics, that seeming 
opposition which the veneration of images bears to this Com¬ 
mandment ; and yet we do not find in all their writings, for 
five hundred years, one caution to inform the people, that this 
law concerned not that image-worship they arc supposed to 
have practised, and derived down unto posterity. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Tertullian, and other writers 
of the ancient Church, make frequent mention of this precept, 
especially when they discourse against that image-worship 
which the heathens practised; but they afford not one iota 

* Vid. Dali, de Imag. p. 77. • 

t "Ore Si hivelro a Xabg irpbg eiSwXoXarpeiav, rtjvtKaitTa 6 Oeoff 
dm rtp Muted, oit iroirjtnig irav bpoiutpa irpbg rb Xarpeixtai avroig. 
Act. 4. [ut supra,] p. 200. Vid. Act. 6. p. 468. 

J ’A.OTraap,bv k ai TipijTtRriv Trpo<ricvvti<rtv, ov piv rt)v dXrj&tvt)v \a-. 
rpeiav. Act. 7. [Ibid.] p. 556, 584. 

§ Mi) irpoeicvvtlv wj; 0 tbv. Act. 5. [Ibid.] p.355, 376, 412. 

|| Trjv fikv rrpoeKvptieu/ diroXvrutg kui ov povtp eipijKtv, to [St Xa- 
rpeumig avrtp povtp dpt) Rep. Act. 7. [Ibid.] p. 584. Act. 4. p. 248. 



332 TIIE WORSHIP OP THE CHURCH OF ROME. 

to distinguish that worship they condemned in the heathens, 
from that which they are said to have given to the images of 
Christ, and of his saints; or to except them from the censure 
they so generally pass upon all image worship ; or to inform 
us, that the worship of such images is well consistent with the 
second Commandment. 

§. 2. To make this argument yet more convincing, let it 
be considered, that these very Fathers thought themselves 
concerned to answer those objections which Papists now, and 
other worshippers of images before them, made against that 
sense of the Commandment which Protestants embrace, viz. 
that “ God by it forbids all outward worship, or veneration, 
to he paid to images.” 

For whereas they object the cherubims* placed in the Jewish 
temple; Tcrtullian answers, that when God forbade “the 
making the likeness of any thing in heaven or earth in the 
next words, “Thou shalt not worship them, he shewed the cause 
of that prohibition wa^Ae removal of idolatry; and there¬ 
fore,” saith he, “ the ^herubimsf seem not here forbidden, 
because they were not made for worship, but for ornament.” 

Clemens of Alexandria to the same instance answers, J that 
“ the cherubims were the symbols of angels glorified, not the 
images of saints ; for he who had advised them to make no 
graven idol, would not himself have made the image of saints, 
or holy things.” 

2ndjy, The framing of the brazen serpent by Moses, is 
also pleaded in favour of image-worship in the second Nicenc 
Council.§ Now to this Tertullian answers, that “this was 
done by Moses, j| not as an image of idolatry, but as a figure 

* *1 (TTumav oi Xtyovrec, fit) 8dv t&v aylatv TrgoaKvvdv rdf dicovac 
XtiporoiriTove ovaag —W£ ra xtpovfiip,' xnpotroi'qia ytrav, Kai rrpoa- 
tKvvovvro. Theodorus Patr. Hieros. 2 Concil. ISicen. Act. 3. [Ibid.] 
p. ]85. Vid. Act. 4. p. 197, 236. Act. 6. p. 468. Act. 2. p. 107,115. 

t Sic Cherubim et Seraphim—certe simplex ornamentum, longe di¬ 
verts habendo causas ab IdoLolatrim conditione, ob quam similitudo 
prohibetur. Contr. Marc. 1. 2. c. 22. [p. 392. Par. 1695.] 

$ Oh ydp irore o prjSlv yXvirrav tifiwXov Srjfunvpytlv ?rapaivttrog 
avrot; aniKhvifrev rutv ayiwv ayaXfia . Strom. 1. 5. c. [p.] 564. [ut 
supra, p. 667.] 

§ II Xr)v aoi oti kai Mwtr/jc 6 Tavra vofioSfiri)aaQ IctXfvSif — 

Kai tov a^iv rhv yaXxoiJv dtjpiovpyrioai. Act. 5. [ut supra,] p. 356, 
357. Act. 2. p. 108, 109. 

j| Non in Idololatriae titulum, sed in figuram remedii. Contr. Marc. 

1. 2. c. 22- Non ad derOgntionem legis, sed ad cxemplariuzn causm sure. 
L. de Idol. c. 5. [Ibid. p. 88.] 
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of their remedy that it was done, “ not in derogation to the 
law, but as a figure of the cross.” 

Justin Martyr* in like manner saith, that “it was a figure 
of the blessed Jesus, who was to save us from the lutings of 
the old serpent, for otherwise,” saith he, “ how can we recon¬ 
cile it with the command of the same God to make no kind of 
image ?” 

Tertullian speaks thus to the Christian, “ If thou observes! 
the same God, thou hast his law, make no similitude ; if thou 
respectest the precept of the similitude that afterwards was 
made, imitate thou Moses; make no image against the law, 
unless God also do command thee.”t 

3rdly, To the objection made by Damasecn,^ and before him 
by Celsns, that “ God »wule man after his own image,” Origen 
replies, that “ it is one thing to be an image of God, another 
thing to be made after his image.”§ And that “this image 
of God is preserved in the rational soul, made like in virtue to 
him,” not in the lineaments of the body. 

These are the exceptions made afninst this law, which the 
ancient Fathers diligentlv take notice of, and shew not to he 
breaches of, or contradictions to this precept. Whereas, had 
then the Christians been accustomed to worship or bow down 
before the images of Christ, and of the blessed Virgin, and the 
saints departed, this practice would have ministered more 
weighty scruples to employ their pens : and therefore we hare 
reason to conclude, their practice ga\e them no occasion to 
answer those objections which the Romanists are so industrious 
to solve, and thev who were concerned about lesser matters 
never mention. 

3. Rut then if we consider, that these Fathers, who are 
so profoundly silent in the particulars now mentioned, so un¬ 
concerned to shew that any veneration of any images what¬ 
soever was any ways consistent with this precept, arc very loud 
and frequent in declaring, as many of them do, that this Com¬ 
mandment rendered the very art of making images unlawful to 

* Just,. M. Dial, cum Tryph. p. 321, 322. 

t Ne facias adversus legem simulacrum aliquod, nisi et tibi Deus jus- 
serit. De Idol. cap. 5. [Ibid. p. 88.] 

% De fide Orth cap. 93. 

$ Mq iSbJV Siatpopiiv hkovoq Qtov, k ai rov icar’ eticdva Oeov. 
L-7. p. 37C. [Ibid. p. 741] T6 war’ eiieova Qeou iv $vxp \oyucp 
rp iranjt kut' dperrjv aw'(ea9ai tyaptv. Ibid. vid. 1. 8. p. 389. [Ibid, 
p. 756.] 
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the Christian, that with one voice they say, that “ it forbade all 
outward veneration, and bowing down to any images what¬ 
soever and that they do as fully contradict, and overthrow 
all the distinctions, shifts, and excuses of the Romanists, 
whereby they do endeavour to avoid the condemnation of this 
law; I say, when we consider this, we cannot have the least 
suspicion left, that they should practise ip their actions, or in 
mind approve, what they in words have so fully condemned. And, 
1. We find that many of them have declared expressly, that 
God by this Commandment forbade the very making of an 
image, and rendered the very art of painting and engraving 
images unlawful to the Christian. 

Clemens of Alexandria styles it k-cikorexvta,* “an evil art 
and adds, that “ we Christians plainly are forbidden to exercise 
this deceitful art, the prophet having said, ‘ Thou shalt not 
make the similitude of any thing in heaven or in earth / ” 
Origen declares, that “ the Jewish polity admitted of no 
painter or statuary, the law ejecting all such out of it./’j* And 
all these arts of graving and of painting images, he also styles 
“ arts of wickedness/’ And again, “ As for painters, carvers, 
image-makers, we think that they who do respect their ev il 
arts, not taking off their minds from all things visible and 
sensible, to fix them upon him who' is light, are yet in 
darkness/’J 

Tertullian saith, “ Even of the works of such persons, I 
inquire, whether it can please that God who forbade any like¬ 
ness to be made, how much more of his image ? The author 
of truth loves not what is false ; whatsoever is feigned is adul¬ 
tery with him. The divine law proclaims. Thou shalt make 
no idol; and adding, neither the likeness of any thing in 
heaven or earth; hath, through the world, forbidden the 
servants of God to exercise such arts/’§ And to this objec- 

* Ilporpevr. p. 30. ’ A-rniyopevrcu avcupavSbv diranjXbv 

vpi%t<rQai P. 41. 

t ’Ex[3d\\ovToc rravrag robe roiovrovg ctir’ nvrrig rov vofiov , 
1. 4. p. 181. [Ibid. p. 524.] Toil/ Zu>ypd<ptitv, xal avSpiavroTroiwv 
KttKortxvLai, 1. 6. p, 321. [Ibid. p. 682.] 

J 4>ijaap.tv Kti9ija9ai fiiv iv trxoTtp iravrac robe tig rag r&v 
Ztnypa^nov, Kai TrXaorwv, xai dvSptavroTroiStv evopwvrag k aicorex- 
v’uiq, &c. 1. 6. p. 321. 

$ Jam vero ipsum opus per sonar um queero, an Deo placeat qui omnem 
aimilitudinem vetat fieri ? De Speet. cap. 23. [Ibid. p. 82.] Et conjun- 
gens, neque aimilitudinem, &c. toto mundo ejusmodi artibus interdixit 
aervis Dei. De Idol. c. 4. [Ibid. p. 87.] 
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tion of the image-maker, “ I have no other trade to live upon 
he answers, “What hast thou to do with God, if thou wilt 
live by thy own laws ?* * * § the Church permits all men to labour, 
but not to labour in those arts which the discipline of God 
receives not.” 

Chrysostom says.f “ I condemn the arts of making pictures 
as no arts, for they only tend to superfluous expense ; whereas 
the name of arts is only to be given to those trades which 
appertain to things necessary, and belonging to the life of man. 
For God for this cause gave us wisdom, that we might find 
out methods by which we might advantage our life. But tell 
me, where is the profit of making little images or animals on 
walls or garments?” 

And lastly. The Council of Constantinople,!; consisting of 
338 bishops, called this Ttjfv dOifurov rwr ^atypdfiov rixrrjv , 
“ the unlawful art of making pictures.” Judge, therefore, 
whether the Christians of those first five centuries, could have 
any custom received from tradition, to adore what they declared 
unlawful for any Christian man to make, though he did not 
adore it: whether they held it necessary that images should 
be worshipped, who held it both superfluous and wicked that 
they should be made ? 

§. 4. But, 2ndly, these Fathers do with one voice declare, 
that by this precept the Christian is forbidden to worship, to 
bow down, or to give outward veneration to any image 
whatsoever. 

Origen, in that very homily upon Exodus, which Romanists 
do cite in favour of their exposition of the word idol, to signify 
a thing that hath no real being in the world, is very clear in 
this particular, declaring,§ that “the command forbiddeth not 
only to make an idol, but also the similitude of all things ; so 
that if any man, in any metal of ‘gold, silver, wood, or stone, 
makes the resemblance of any four-footed beast, serpent, or 

* Patet Ecclesia omnibus, si nulla exceptio est artium, quas Dei disci¬ 
pline non reeipit, c. 5. [Ibid. p. 88.] 

t *A\X’ ovfik rrfv £ri>ypa0iK»)v ot>$i rifv Trooei Xtikt/v tiiroifii &v 
tyuiyt Tkxvi\v elvat —rd St ia yivtaBai, f/ iv roc'xojg, if tv 
luarioiQ, 7rou xpifoifLov tiirk pot. In Matt. Horn. 49. p. 316, 317. 
[vol. 7. p. 509. Par. 1727.] 

$ Apud Concil. Nic. 2. Act. 6. [ut supra,] p. 425. TtHv Ztitypaptav 
KaKorex^ici’ Ibid. p. 505. 

§ Qum nunc senna Dei universa complectens simul abjurat et abjicit, 
et non solum idolum' fieri vetat, sed et similitudinem ompium in terra, 
&c. Horn. 8. in Exod. [vol. 2. p. 158. Par. 1733.] 
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bird, and sets it up to be adored, he maketh not an idol, but 
a similitude; or, if he make a picture to that end, lie doth 
the same : and, that the word of God, comprehending all these 
things together, casts away and abjures them ; and doth not 
only forbid an idol to be made, but also the similitude of all 
things which are on the earth, in the waters, and the heavens; 
adding, and saying, Thou shalt not adore nor worship them. 
Now,* it is one thing to adore, and another thing to worship ; 
for a man may unwillingly adore, as they who flatter kings, 
who are addicted to sucli things, may seem to adore idols, 
when in their hearts they know an idol is nothing in the world; 
but to worship, is to be devoted to them with our.whole affec¬ 
tion and study ; both which the divine word cuts off, providing, 
that thou sliouldcst neither worship them with any affection, 
nor adore them in appearance or external show.” 

The other author whom they cite to countenance their expo¬ 
sition of the word idol, is Thoodoret, who there declares indeed, 
that “ idols signify things which have no existence hut then 
he adds, that “ similitudes here signify the images of things 
subsistent, as of the sun, moon, stars, and men; which 
things,” saith he,f “ the Commandment enjoins us neither to 
worship outwardly, nor with latria , or with the worship of the 
soul, teaching both these kinds qf worship to be wicked.” 

Clemens of Alexandria writing against the Antitactes, who 
rejected the God of the Old Testament, and acted in oppo¬ 
sition to his commands, tells them, that if they would act 
suitably to their principles, “seeing God, by Moses, had for¬ 
bidden to make any graven or molten images, they should adore 
them ;”% plainly insinuating, that this adoration was forbidden 
by this precept. I have already shewed, that Origcn§ de¬ 
clares. that Christians abstained from the worship of all images 
by virtue of this command, And that which saith, “ Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 
And Tertullian, that the cherubims seem therefore not to be 

* Aliud est colere, aliud adorare j potest quis et invitus adorare—colere 
vm> est toto bis affectu et studio mancipari: utrumque ergo resecat sermo 
divinus, ut neque affectu colas, neque specie adores. Ibid. [col. 2.] 

f Towrotf KtXtvn pyre xpoeicvviiv, pyri Xarptvtiv, lirtidr} evp- 
ficuvti rtva f vpoaKvvfjetu ov ieai Xarptvocu icard 

IHSaZiv tl»£ tKartpov A<nfikg, in Exod. q. 38. [vol. 1. p. 149. Hal. 
1769.] 

% Tfiag AkoXovGov fjv nai rA yXvirra wpooKVviiv, Strom. 1. 3. 
p. 441. [nt supra, p. 528.] * 

$ L. 7. p. 375 [ut snpra, vol. 1. p. 740.] 
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forbidden here, because they were not made for worship, but 
ornament. Epiphanius saith, that “ if the Son of God had 
been a creature, God would not have propounded him to be 
worshipped, he himself having said, Thou shalt not make to 
thyself any similitude, and thou shalt not worship it.”* 
“ God,” saith Fulgentius,f “ in the first precept of the Deca¬ 
logue, most vehemently forbade all the faithful to give adora¬ 
tion or service to any creature: and commanding himself to 
be adored, he wholly forbade that any one should dare to adore 
or serve a creature. And therefore in the end of that first 
commandment, he speaketh thus of all things he created. 
Thou shalt not worship them, nor serve them.” 

In the sixth and seventh centuries, when the historical use 
of images began to find admittance in the Church, and Chris¬ 
tians were permitted to Tftlorn the walls and windows of the 
church with them; or to engrave and paint them, the better 
to express or represent the history of parables recorded in 
Scripture, they do excuse themselves from being thereby guilty 
of the breach of this commandment, or any other of like 
nature, by this distinction, that they had pictures “ only for 
remembrance, not for religious veneration.” 

Thus when Serenus, bishop of Marseilles, finding his people 
prone to worship images, aid, after the example of good 
Hezekiali, break and remove them from the Church, though 
Gregory the Great approves not of his breaking of them, yet 
he commends his “ zeal against the adoration of what was 
made with hands declaring it “ the people’s sin, which was 
to be forbidden by all means and bids him, “ calling then/ 
together, shew, from the testimonies of Scripture, that it is not 
lawful to adore any thing that was made with hands, because 
it is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve.”£ He adds, that he was moved with 

* IIwc oiv Ik riffev kavrtp teat lirkra^t irpooKVvtldai. Haer. 

69. p. 759. [Colon. 1680.] 

t Omni creatin'® adoratio et servitus vehementisaime prohibetur- 

Prorsus interdixit he quis auderet creaturam adorare, creaturaque service. 
Ad Donat, p. 592, 593. [p. 372, 373. Colon. Agrip. 1526.] 

t Et quidera zelum vos, ne quid manufactum adorari possit, habuisse, 
laudamus, sed frangere easdem imagines non debuisse judicamus. Tua 
Fratemitas ab earum adoratu populum prohibere debuit, L. 7. Ep. 110. 
Convocandi sunt, eisque sacra Scriptura est testimoniis ostendendum, 
quod omne manufactum adorare non licet, quoniam scriptmn est, Domi- 
num Deum tuum adorabis; si quis imagines facere voluerit, minime pro- 
bibe, adorare vero omnibus modus veta. Al. de Vi a Ep. 1. 9. c. 9* 

VOL. VII. Z 
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an inconsiderate zeal in breaking of them, to prevent their 
being worshipped, “ because they were set up in churches, not 
to be adored, but only to instruct the minds of the simple/' 
and especially the Pagans, which abounded in his diocese; 
and that it was “ one thing to adore a picture, and another, by 
the history of a picture, to learn what was to be adored/' 
Where this great rope, without distinction or limitation, con¬ 
demns all adoration of an image, declaring, in opposition to 
the Fathers of the second Nicene Council,* that “nothing was 
to be adored, which was made with hands and proving this 
from that very testimony of Scripture, which in that Council 
is twice said to make nothing against the adoration of them, 
because the word “ only" is not joined to adoration, but to the 
service of latria. He also doth command Serenus to forbid 
the adoration of them, omnibus modis y “by all manner of 
wavs /' opposing to this forbidden adoration, the having of 
“ them only for instruction which manifestly proves, that 
the adoration rejected and condemned by him, as contrary to 
the holy Scriptures, was ail kind of adoration, all, that is, more 
than using of them for instruction only. 

To weaken this plain testimony of so great a Pope, they 
have since put words into an epistle, writ by him to Secundinus 
the monk, in which he is made to speak according to the late 
distinctions of the schools; and to admonish that monk not to 
worship the image of our Saviour, “as a God •”% and to 
inform him, that “Christians do not prostrate themselves 
before it, as before the Divinity /' concluding hence, that he 
^elsewhere condemned only the worshipping of images as gods: 
but the gross forgery is happily detected by the industry of 
Dr. James, § who collated this epistle with seven good manu¬ 
scripts, in all which no such words are to be found. 

“No word of God forbids that images be made," saith 
Bede, || “ but it by all means doth forbid that they be made 
unto this end, viz. that they be worshipped and adored/* 

* Act. 4. [ut supra,] p. 248. 7. 584. 

f Frangi non debuit, quod non adorandum in ecclesijs, sed ad instru- 
endas solum modo mentes nescientium collocatum. Ibid. 

t Troaginem Salvatoris nostri non ideo petis, ut quasi Deum colas. Nos 
quidem non, quasi ante Divinitatem, ante ilium prosternimur. Epist. 
1.7. Ep. 54. 

$ Corruption of the true Fathers, p. 75, 76. 

{) Apud Gerson. Comp. Theol. Expl. 1, Prsecept. tom. 2. F. 25. 
[par. 2. p. 53. Par* 1606. j 
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‘‘This command,’* saitli Agobardus,* ‘‘must not be only un¬ 
derstood of the similitude of false gods, but also of the heavenly 
creatures, or of those things which human fancy hath invented 
for the honour of God.” And from them, and the 4th of 
Deuteronomy, he saitb, “ this chiefly ought to be observed, 
that if the workmanship of God’s hand is not to be adored, no 
not in honour of that God who made it, much less may we 
adore the workmanship of man in honour of those persons 
whose images they are said to be.”f And hence, as you have 
seen already, the Councils of Frankfort, and Paris, and the 
Western clergy, condemned the decree of the second Nicene 
Council, as being contra authoritatem divinam, et Scriptura- 
rum tramitem , against divine authority, and the course of 
Scriptures. ^ 

§. 5. Moreover, these Fathers clearly and abundantly con¬ 
fute all the distinctions used by the Romanists, and by the 
second Nicene Council, to reconcile their practice with this 
precept, and all the specious pleas they have invented for this 
end^as v. g. 

1. Do they, with Mr. Thorndyke, say, that this command¬ 
ment is not perpetual and moral, and so not obligatory to the 
Christian 

The Fathers generally assert against them, that all the pre¬ 
cepts of the Decalogue, except only the carnal observation of 
the Sabbath, oblige all Christians; that the words of the 
Decalogue “Christ spake alike to all, and therefore they 
remain alike with us, receiving their augmentation and exten¬ 
sion, but not their dissolution from our Saviours advent,” 
they being natural and common to all. That they were not 
only spoken to the Israelites going out of Egypt, sed multo 
magis ad te,§ “ much more to the Christian.” “ What, shall 
we say that the Decalogue, excepting the carnal observation of 

w 

* Non de solis similitudinibus alienorum Deorum, sed et dc coelestibus 
creaturis. Lib. de Imag. [ut supra,] p. 221. 

f Quanto magis opera manuum hominum non sunt adoranda et colenda, 
necin honore eorum, quorumshnilitudines esse dicuntur ? [Ibid.]p. 222. 

X Num Deus primum per naturalia prcecepta, quse ab initio infixa dedit 
hominibus, admonens eos, id est, per Decalogum, quse si quis non fecerit, 
non habeat salutem, et nihil plus ab eis exquisivit. Iren. 1. 4. c. 28. 
[c. 15. p. 244. col. 1. Venet. 1734.] et c. 31. [p. 247. col. 2.] Deca- 
logi quidem verba ipse per semqtipsum omnibus similiter Do minus 
locutus est, et ideo similiter permanent apud nos, extensionem et augmen- 
tum, sed non dissolutlonem accipientia per carnalem ejns adventum. v 

§ Origen. Horn. 8. [ut supra, vol. 2. p. 156.] in Esod. 

Z 2 
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the sabbath, doth not belong to us ?* Who is so wicked,** 
saith St, Austin, “ as to say, that therefore he observeth not 
those precepts because he is a Christian V* 

Clemens of Alexandria,f Tertullian, Origen, St. Cyprian, 
Epiphanius, Austin, Fulgentius, do urge this precept upon 
Christians ; and some of them expressly say, that it concerns 
not only Jews, but Christians also. And even the Trent 
Catechism teacheth, that " all the precepts of the Decalogue, 
except the fourth, are natural and perpetual, and cannot be 
changed; so that although the law of Moses be abrogated, 
yet Christian people are to observe all the commands of the 
two tables, not because Moses did command them, but because 
they are agreeable to nature, and that constrains them so 
to do.”}: 

Do they say with the second Nicene Council,§ that "this 
precept only forbids the worshipping of images as gods,” or 
giving of latria to them, but not the paving of "external 
honorary worship,” or outward adoration to them? "Note 
the propriety of the words,” saith Jerome, " neither wcfship 
of the gods, nor adoration of the image, is agreeable to the 
servants of God/* " The command forbids both inward wor¬ 
ship, and external adoration,** say Origen and Theodorct. 
"Thou shalt not worship them with the veneration of thy 
body, nor the affection of thy mind/*|j saith Gerson. Origen 
declares,If that they who abjured Ghristianism in times of 
persecution, made the same excuse as doth the second Nicene 
Council in this matter, viz. that oh Xarpevovtn piy, irpoa- 

• Nutnquid propterea dicturi snmns, non ad nos pertinere quod scrip - 
turn est, maxim eque ipsum Decalogum, qui du&bus fllis lapideis tabulis 
contractor, excepta Sabbati observatione carnali, qute spiritualera sanctifi- 
cationem qnietemqne aignificat ? Quia enim dicat non debere obscrvare 
Christianos, I. ut uni Deo Religionis obseq^ serviant, 2. nt I do him non 
colatur, 3. ut nomen Domini non accipiatur™ vanum, 5. ut Parentes ho- 
norentur, ne 6. Homicidia, 7. Adulteria, 8. Furta, 2. falsa Testimonia 
perpetrentur, ne 10. Uxor, ne omnino res ulla ooncupiscatur alieua ? Quis 
est tam impius? ut dicat ideo se ista legis non custodire pnecepta, quia est 
ipse Chrutianus, nec sub lege, sed sub gratia constitutes ? Contra duas 
Epist. Pelag. L 3. c. 4. p. 899. 
t vid. Sect. 4. 

t Ut quamvis lex Moysis abrogate sit, omnia tamen praecepta qua» 
duabus tabulis continentur, popnlus Christian us servet. Fart. 3 cap. 4. 
sect. 4. [p. 325. Lips. 1843.] 

4 Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 248. Act. 5. p. 356, 376. Act. 7* p. 556# 584. 

I In Dan. iii. (vol. 5. p. 638. Par. 1736.] 

1 Exhort, ad Mart. p. 167* 
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Kwovat he tltiwXotg, “ they gave not latria, but only outward 
worship or veneration to the idols.” But to this Romish shift 
he thus replies, that “ this excuse would also free the Jews 
from the like guilt in worshipping the gods of Moab, and the 
golden calf;” for he observeth, that “the Scripture* saith 
not of them who went a whoring after the gods of Moab, 
iXarpevtrav roig etStoXotg avrutv, they gave latria to their idols ; 
for it could not be,” saith he, “ after so many signs and won¬ 
ders, which their eyes had seen, that they should presently be 
brought, irpbg to vofxtaai Qeovg ra tiZioXa, to think the 
idols, with which they fornicated, were indeed gods. Thus 
also,” saith he, “very likely did the Jews irpoaKwuv, 
outwardly adore the calf, ov Xarpevaavreg rip p 6<x\tp bv yevu- 
uevor itotaaavTo, not giving divine worship to that which they 
had seen then made.” And indeed, evident it is, that the 
similitude of any thin^is not the thing itself; and therefore 
the command forbidding us to “ worship the similitude of any 
thing in heaven or earth,” cannot be reasonably supposed only 
to forbid us to worship a similitude of God, as God. 

3rdlv, Do they, to give some colour to this subterfuge, assert, 
that what we call the Second Commandment, is indeed part of 
the first? The Jews, and Christian Fathers, excepting only 
St. Austin and Fulgentius, do, with one voice, declare the 
contrary. “The first commandment,”f saith Josephus, 
“ teacheth, that God is one, and that he only should be wor¬ 
shipped ; the second commands us, not to make the image of 
any living thing to worship it.” “ The first,saith Philo, 
“ is about monarchy; the second about things made with 
hands, not suffering us to prepare images, or statues, as those 
hurtful arts of painting and engraving do.” Theophilus§ 
reckons these dtKaKt<f> aXata, or Ten Commandments, thus : 
1. “ Thou shalt haveno other gods but me.” 2. " Thou shalt 
not make to thyself A idol, or the similitude of any thing,** 
&c. 10. “ Thou shalt not covet the house of thy neighbour, 

nor desire his wife,” &c. Clemens of Alexandria declares, 

* Numb. xxv. 2, 3. 

*f* AtSatTKtt ijpag 6 pkv irp&rog \6yog , on Qi6g hrrtv tig, Kai 
tovtov aifitoQa t p6vov 6 Sk Stvrtpog KtXtvtt ptjSevdg tiic6va £u>ov 
iroirioavrag -rrpooKvvtlv. Orig. 1. 3. c. 4. Archseal. lib. 3. c. 5. p. 129. 
Amst. 1726.] 

$ ‘ Ay aXpar a Kai $6ava Kai trvvSXiog difnfipvfiara xaratTKeua^eiv 
oi>K i&v. Libr. de Decal, p. 590. [vol. 2. p. 205. Lond, 1742.] 

fj Ad Autolyc, 1. 3,p. 23. [p. 217. Oxon. 1684.] 
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that* “ the first command shews, that there is one only 
God omnipotent, and forbids idolatry; the second is against 
giving of his name to vain things, which artificers have 
made.’* “ Should these two be numbered as one,”f saith 
Qrigen, “the number of ten commandments would not be 
complete; but if you reckon them as we do, the truth of the 
Decalogue will remain; wherefore the first commandment is 
this. Thou shalt have no other gods but me; the second, 
Thou shalt not make to thyself an idol, or any similitude, &c.” 
‘ f Of the Ten Commandments, the first,’saith Athanasius, 
“ is this, I am the Lord thy God ; the second. Thou shalt not 
make to thyself an idol, or the similitude of any thing.” St. 
Jerome§ reckons four commandments of the first table, and 
saith, “ a promise was added to the second of them.” To all 
these may be added, Tertullian against Marcion,|| and against 
the Jews :^[ the Constitutions** under the name of Clement: 
Sulpitius Severusff hi his sacred history; Pseud-Ambrosius|£ 
on the 6th chapter to the Ephesians: the imperfect work upon 
St. Matthew,§§ passing under the name of Chrysostom: Pro¬ 
copius Gazmusjj J| upon Exodus: Zonaras^j in his Annals, with 
divers others. And if that which we style the Second Com¬ 
mandment, be only a part and explication of that precept, 
“ Thou shalt have no other gods but me,” it only can forbid 
what is forbidden in that precept, viz. the giving of that 
worship which is due to God to any image: whence it will 
fallow, that to how down, to kiss, offer incense to the images 
of heathen deities, or of the very devil, is not a thing forbidden 
by this precept, since by such actions, say the second Nicene 
Council, and the Boman doctors, we do not worship images as 


* "A dt) ot' rexvtrai t&v avQpuiiruiv irtiroti]icaot. Strom. 1. C. 
p. 682. [ut supra, p. 810.] 


t Si ita putetur non complebitur decern 
m erit Deealogi veritas? Horn. 8. in E: 


lufbe 


jam erit Deealogi veritas? Horn. 8. in Ex® 
Par. 1733.] 

$ Atvrepav oil ttoiijouq otavTifi tlSwXov, &c 
p. 101. Patav. 1777.] 


rus mandatorum, et ubi 
[vol. 2. p. 156. col. 2. 

Synops. p. 64. [vol. 2. 


§ Et in seenndo praecepto repromissionem esse sociatam. Eph. 6. 
F. 104. [vol. 7. p. 663, Veron. 1737.] 

|| L. 2. c. 17. [ut supra, p. 390.] 


*[ Cap. 2. [Ibid. p. 184.] 

** L. 2. 36. [vol. 1. p. 271. Lut. Par. 1671.] 1. 7. 3. [Ibid. p. 416.] 
ft L. l.p. 93. [p. 49. Lugd. Bat. 1643.] 

H P- 554. [vol. 2. Append, p. 249. Par. 1690.] 

§§ Horn. 49. p. 175. [vol. 6. Append, f. ccv, col. 2. Par. 1724.] 

III! P. 273. Tom. l.p. 24. 
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gads: and If the ^paying this inferior worship to the images 
of heathen deities be not forbidden in the words of this com¬ 
mandment, I conceive it cannot be reasonably thought to be 
forbidden in any other precept, there being only this which 
speaks of image-worship ; and if it were forbidden in no precept 
of the moral law, it necessarily will follow that it was lawfully 
performed by the heathens. 

4thly, Do they pretend that idols only are forbidden to be 
adored in this precept, but not images X This indeed^ is the 
conceit of Romish doctors, and of the second Nicene Council; 
but this also is plainly opposite unto the general tradition of 
all the Fathers of the Church, who constantly observe what is 
as evident in the commandment as words can be, viz. that it 
forbids not only idols to be worshipped, but also “ the simili¬ 
tude of any thing whatsoeveras besides the express testi- 
monies of Clemens of Alexandria, Theophilus, Tertullian, 
Origen, Athanasius, Epiphanius, St. Austin, and Fulgentius, 
produced already, is farther evident from the express assertions 
of Justin Martyr,* in his dialogue with Trypho; of Cyprian*}* 
in his third book to Quirinus ; of Julius Firmicus,^ in his 
Treatise of Profane Religion ; of Nazianzen§ in his Verses; 
of the Pseud-Ambrosius || upon the 6th chapter of the Ephe¬ 
sians ; of Theodoret^] in his Questions upon Exodus; and 
innumerable other authors. 

To all which add that of Tertullian, that “ every form or 
little representation is an idol; and all service performed about 
it is idolatry/’** That of the Council of Frankfort, “ We do 
not call the im&ges placed in churches, idols; but we refuse 
to worship and adore them, lest they should be called idols/'ft 
That of Agobardus, that “ if they who have left the worship 
of dromons should be commanded to venerate the images of 
saints, I think thej^hould seem to others, not so much 
to have left idols, as jBiave changed their resemblances/ 
Add lastly, the compHKt of all the Fathers against the Arians, 
+W. by introducing the adoration of a creature, they brought 


* P. 321, 322. t C. 59. [p. 587. Venet. 1728.] 

+ p, 39 . § Carm. p. 99. [Par. 1630.J 

H P. 554. [ut supra.] f Qu. 38. [ut supra.] 

** Omuis forma, vel formula Idolum. De Idol. c. 3. [ut supra, p. 87.] 
tt Sed ne Jdola nuncupentur, adorare eas et colere recusamus. Lib. 
Car. 1. 4. c. 18. [ut supra, p. 582.] 

tt Puto quod videretur eos non tam Idola reliquisse, quam simulacra 
mutasse. De Imag. [ut supra,] p. 248. 
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in a'ipetng etSwXcwrotoff, “ an idol-making heresy under “ the 
pretext of Christianity, they secretly introduced the worship 
of idols, and transgressed that precept which forbade the 
adoration of an idol, or of any similitudeclearly insinuating, 
that by worshipping any creature it was made an idol. 

Since then the Fathers of the *%econd Nicene Council, and 
the Romish doctors, do with such diligence inculcate these 
distinctions and limitations of this precept, seeing they were so 
much concerned to blanch and colour over the seeming oppo¬ 
sition of their practice to it: and since the Fathers must have 
had the like occasions, reasons and inducements so to do ; if 
they had practised the same custom of making and adoring 
the images of Christ and of his saints, and yet they never in 
the least concern themselves about this matter, never use any 
of these limitations or distinctions, nor any other of like nature 
in their own defence, but do as manifestly reject, condemn, 
and overthrow them all, as any Protestant could do. 

Since, 2ndly, they thought themselves obliged to shew that 
which comparatively concerned them little, vis. that the mak¬ 
ing of the cherubims, and of the brazen serpent by Moses, and 
the making man after his image by God himself, did no way 
thwart this precept, but yet were wholly unconcerned to add, 
that the making and adoring of the images of Christ and of his 
saints was also well consistent with it; since they do often say, 
that notwithstanding this command it might be lawful for the 
Jew to make an image where there was no peril of worshipping 
or bowing down to it; and it was also lawful for the Christians 
to have “ their cups and dishes for the sacramehtal bread and 
wine, and other utensils;”* and that such things were not con¬ 
demned by this commandment, or to be ranked with what was 
here forbidden; but yet they never go about to prove that it 
was lawful, notwithstanding this comn^ad, to have or worship 
images of Christ, or any of his saints^Bnce even in the fol¬ 
lowing ages, when images began to be received into churches, 
they still declared they aid not violate this precept, because they 
had them “not for adoration, but only for commemoration 
and that this precept forbade them not to make, though it by 
all means forbade them to adore an image. 

3rdly, Since many of them have declared expressly, that 
God by this command forbade the very making of an image, 
and rendered the very art of painting aud engraving unlawful 

* August, in Psalm, cxiii. [vol. 4. p. 1262. Par. 168b] 
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to the Christian; and they more generally do assert, that he 
by it forbade even all “ outward adoration of them,” and con¬ 
sequently expressly must declare themselves transgressors of it, 
and practisers of wicked worship, if they both made and gave 
external adoration to the images of saints. 

And, 4thly, since they “'plainly argue against all honorary 
worship of them thus; that “ if the workmanship of God’s 
hands is not to be adored, no not in honour of that God that 
made it; much less may we adore the workmanship of man, 
in honour of those persons whose images they are said to be.” 
Declaring, “this, should it be done by Christians, would rather 
look like changing, than leaving of their idols.” 

And, lastly, since they solemnly profess, that “ by reason of 
this precept, they had rather die than worship any graven 
image,” with many other like expressions ; it is upon all these 
accounts extremely evident, that then they had no images of 
saints erected or painted in the house of God; and that when 
they were once admitted, they neither paid to them any out¬ 
ward worship, nor did they think it lawful so to do. 


CHAP. IV. 

The Fathers forbid Christians to make or worship images and 
pictures, §. 1. 2 ndly, Some of them represent it as a vain 

thing to desire them , §. 2. 3 rdly, When they saw them 

in churches they tore and pulled them downy as being con¬ 
trary to Scripture and religion, §.3. 4 thly. When it was 

objected to them by the Donatists, that some of them placed 
images on the alttu^ they reject the calumny with great 
abhorrence , §. 4. sj^hly, When the worship of images was 
objected to them by the Manichceans , they say, this was 
dene only by some rude people by the Church condemned , 
§.5. From the eighth to the fifteenth century, the vene¬ 
ration of images was rejected by the most eminent persons 
of the Western Church, §. 6. 

§. 1. And suitably to these declarations we find the Fathers, 
as occasion served, either forbidding of the people to make, or at 
the least to worship images, and shewing of their zeal against 
them that did so both in word and action. 
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Epiphanius speaks thus to the Christians of his time; 
“ Attend to yourselves, and remember that you bring not 
images into the church, or into the dormitories of the saints, 
nor yet into your common houses; for it is not lawful for a 
Christian to wander after them with his eyes.”* * * § “ Picture 
not Christ,” saith Asterius, bishojPbf Amasa, f ‘ but bearing 
him in thy soul, carry the incorporeal Word in thy mind.”*f 
The Council of Eliberis decrees, “ that pictures should not be 
in the church not because in times of persecution they 
may be abused by heathens, as Baronius; nor because they 
haply may be defaced by the moisture of the walls, as others 
descant on that canon ; but, “ lest that which is worshipped 
and adored (by Christians) should be painted upon walls.” 
This canon was made by the orthodox Bathers, saith Ago- 
bardus,§ “ to evacuate the superstition of image worshippers.” 
And whatsoever is the import of it, it manifestly doth forbid 
the introduction of any image into the church to be adored; 
for saying, that “it is our pleasure,” or our judgment, “that 
images ought not to be in churches,” it must by consequence 
forbid the giving any adoration to them, since what we must 
not have, we cannot worship ; and what we are forbid to have, 
to that we are forbid to exercise those actions which presup¬ 
pose the having of it. It also doth apparently forbid the 
introducing the image of our blessed Lord and Saviour, and 
painting that on the church walls, for he was surely adored 
and worshipped by Christians; and that this is indeed the 
meaning of the canon, will he very probable, if we consider, 
that about that time some superstitious people, in imitation of 
the heathens, who were accustomed to paint within their 
temples, || the images of those gods they worshipped, began to 
paint upon the walls of churches the Gospel parables,^ vie . 

* ’Ey rovrtft fiviifiijv ix ere row pr/ ava$k0tv eUovag l?r' iKKXtjaiac. 

- oi>K SfcffTi yap Xpiffrtavtp Si* 6<f>Qa\p,tov fUTtutpHlw&ai. 2 Nic. 

Cone. Act. 6. [ut supra,] p. 473. 

f M») ypaQt XptaTbv, liri Si t ijs rfov ^aoratvtv voijriiff 

top a<Tiap,arov \6yov iripitpepe. Horn, de Div. et Laz. p. 565. 

$ Wacuit in Ecclesiis pictures esse non debere, ne quod colitur et 
adoratur, in parietibus depingatur. Can. 36. [Labbe, Concil. vol, 1. 
p. 974. Lut. Par. 1671.] 

§ Ob bujusmodi evacuandam superstitionem. De Imag. [ut supra,] 
p. 266. 

1} Bochart. de 1’Qrig. des Images des Saints, p. 598, 599. [Sauna. 

1656.] 

I 1 Euseb, de Vit. Const. 1.3. c. 48. [p. 507. Par. 1659.] 
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our Lord carrying a sheep upon his shoulder,* to represent 
the parable of the lost sheep; the Gospel histories, as our 
Lord in the form of a lamb, with the Forerunner pointing to 
him. Which picture was afterwards approved of by the sixth 
Synod, though the CounciLpf Eliberis thought it not fit thus 
to paint what was by ChrMians worshipped. 

$. 2. And suitable to these declarations of their judg¬ 
ment, and these exhortations, hath been the practice of the 
most learned Fathers of,the Church. “Even to the days of 
Jerome/’ saith Erasmus,f “men of approved religion would 
not suffer any painted, carved, graven image, no not of Christ 
himself.” And therefore when Constantia, the sister of the 
Emperor Constantine, being in Palestine, desired Eusebius to 
scud her the picture of our Saviour Christ: to this request 
Eusebius returns this an^er: “ What image is it you would 
have ? that of his Divinity ? This I suppose you did not ask 
for, since no one knows the Father but the Son, and no man 
knows the Son but the Father : or is it the image of his human 
nature, that servile form, which, for our sakes, he took upon 
him ? This certainly is that whose image you desire ; but we 
have learned, this is now tempered with the glory of the God¬ 
head ; and that this mortal is swallowed up of life. And if 
his disciples in the Mount were not sufficient to endure the 
lustre of it, when transfigured, who shall be able to express 
the splendour of his glorious body in dead and senseless 
colours and adumbrations, now that putting off corruption and 
mortality, the similitude of the form of a servant, is changed 
into the glory of the Lord?”! Whence it is evident, he 

judged Christ’s human nature was not then to be painted, or 

# 

* ’Aptvbg SaKTvXijt row irpoBpofiov BeiKVVp.evog iyxapdTrerau Cone. 
Nic. 2. [ut supra,] p. 121. Concil. Trull. Can. 82, [Can. 83.] [Balsam. 
Can. Sanct. Apost. etc. p. 459. Par. 1620.] 

t Usque ad tetatem Hieronymi erant probatse religionis viri, qui in 
templis nullam ferebant imagiuem, ne Christi quidem. Vol. 5. Symbol. 
Catech. p. 989. 

$ T iva XeyeiQ eat ir oiav ravrriv i)v fyg tow Xpurrov tixova ; 
7 roT£pov rbv aXifdijj, Kai ctfisraXXaKTOv, Kai <pvoti rovg avrov \apaK- 
Trjpag tytpovaav, ft ravrrjv ftv Bt’ r/pag dviiXtjQe' riig BovXov poptyrjg 
irepiSkfitvog to oxftfta\ aXXd vrepi ftiv rftg 0fov pop<f>ftg ovS' clvtqq 
ftyovpai ire (yrelv dira £ irpbg abrov rreiraiBevpevijr 8rt ovrt rbv rra- 
Ttpa ng eyvu>, etc. aXXd Travrutg tov rftg tow BovXov popipftg liri£j]Teig 
rftv the ova, Kai ob Bi ftfidg rrepuflXftSrri oapidov, aXXd eat tovto 
ry BoZy row Seortjrog avaxeKpaoSat pepa^rjKaj,ifv —Tif ofiy rftg 
ToiavrriQ a £tag re Kai BoZrjg rdg arroimX^obaag Kai arroirrpairTovaag 
papfiapvydg olog re av y KaTaxapd%ai r vtiepolg, dif/vxoig, fcpta- 
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represented to the eye, and therefore knew of no such custom 
then approved by the Church. For had such images then 
been common in all churches, and all private oratories; had 
they then been received by all Christians, ft from one end of 
the world to the other/’ as the second Nicene Council saith, 
why did Constantia send as far as destine for what was every 
where to be had ? Or, why should Eusebius refuse to satisfy 
her in a request so reasonable ? Why doth he put her off 
with an excuse, which was as opposite to the opinion of the 
Church of Christ confirmed, saith that Council, by their daily 
practice, as it was opposite to her request ? 

Olympiodorus being to build a church in honour of Christ 
and of the martyrs, writes to Nilus, a celebrated monk, and 
a disciple of St. Chrysostom, to know whether he should set 
up any images of them in the choir or sanctuary ; or any other 
images in the house of God, “ for the gratification of the eyes 
of the beholders.” To this request Nilus returns this answer, 
that “ it was a very childish business to cause the eyes of the 
faithful to wander after the aforesaid things ; and that it was 
the indication of a strong and manly apprehension, to have in 
the sanctuary only one cross framed; that the church might 
be filled indeed with histories of the Old and New Testament, 
done by the hand of an excellent painter, that they who could 
not read the Scriptures, might, by the sight of these pictures, 
have the memory of the courageous actions of the servants of 
God, and might be provoked to an emulation of their glorious 
actions.”* So that he clearly shews, that then no pictures 
were allowed in churches but for historical uses; that no 
images of Christ, or of the martyrs, were thought fit to be 
placed in the choir; that the use of them, to gratify the eyes, 
was childish, and not suitable to men of strong and manlike 
understandings. 

§. 3. Thus matters stood in the middle of the fifth century, 
but in the fourth it was thought opposite to Scripture and 
religion to admit images into the Christian churches: witness 
the epistle of Epiphanius to John, bishop of Jerusalem; 

pact Kai ffKioypafituc, oirdrt prjbi rpocrfiXftpcu abrtS iri rob SpovQ 
ot Stovkotoi virkptivav ftaStjTcil, & c. Apud 2 Nic. Cone. Act. 6 . [ut 
supra,J p. 494, 496. 

* E U6vac Ava&tivai kv Tip Itpardip vp6f vj)v 6$SaXpuv Iv 
rip ahetp rov &eov. Cone. Nic. 2 Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 228. Nifiri&fitc 
&v itif Kal fipti/nirptirle rb rolf irpoX*)fiti<rt irtpiir\avtjif<ti rbv 6<f>- 
StaXpov rwv iricrrwv. Ibid. 
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where he saith: “ when I was come into the village called Ana- 
blatha, and entering into the church to pray, found there a 
vail, dyed and painted, and having the image, as it were, qf 
Christ, or of some saint, for I do not well remember whose 
image it was. But seeing this, that contrary to the authority 
of Scripture, the image of a man was hanged up in the Church 
of Christ; I rent it, and* gave counsel to the keepers of the 
place, that they should rather wrap up and bury some dead 
body in it.” They murmuring, said, “that having rent this, 
he should send them another: which, saith he, I promised, 
and have now sent; and I desire you to bid the presbyters of 
the place receive it of the bearer; and henceforth to com¬ 
mand them, that such vails as these, which are repugnant 
to our religion, should not be hung up in the Church of Christ; 
for it becomes you to be the more careful, for the taking away 
that scrupulosity which»is unworthy of the Church of Christ, 
and of the people committed to your charge.”* This epistle is 
extant in the works of Jerome, f both manuscript and printed. 
It is owned as genuine by Sirmondus and Petavius.J It was 
long since cited against image-worship by the Councils of 
Frankfort§ and Paris ;|| and so the truth of it cannot be 
reasonably disputed. This being thus premised, I observe, 

1. That he declares it “ contrary to the authority of Scrip¬ 
ture to hang up in the Church of Christ the image of a fhan 
he doth not say the image of a wicked man, but simply and 
without all distinction, imaginem hominis, the image of a man. 

* Quando venissem ad Ecalesiam, quse dicitor Anablatha, inveni ibi 
velum pendens in foribus Ecclesise tinctum atque depictum, et habens 
Imaginem, quasi Christi vel Sancti cujusdam; non enim satis memini 
cujus Imago fuerit: cum ergo hoc vidissem in Ecclcsia Christi contra 
authoritatem Scripturarum hominis pendere Imaginem, scidi illud et 
magis dedi consilium custodibus ejus loci, ut pauperem mortutdh eo obvol- 
verent, et efferrent; illique contra mnrmnrantes, dixerunt, si scindere 
voluerat, jus turn erat ut aliud daret velum, atque mutaret; quod cum 

audiissem, me daturum esse pollicitus sum, et illico esse missurum.- 

Nunc autem misi quod potui reperire, et precor ut jubeas Presbyteros 
ejusdem loci suscipere a latore, et deinceps preecipere, in Ecclesia Christi 
istiusmodi vela, quae contra Religionera nostram veniunt, non appendi. 
Decet enim honestatem tuam banc magis habere sollicitudinem, ut scru- 
pulositatem tollat, quae indigna est Ecclesia Christi, et populis qui tibi 
crediti sunt. Apud Hieron. Epist. tom. 2. F. 58. [Ep. 51. vol. 1. p. 251. 
Veron. 1734.] t Ep. tom. 2. p. 58. 

J In Concil. Narbon. p. 616. [Par. 1629.] 

. ( lib. Car. 1. 4. c. 25. [ut supra, p. 63.] 

j| Synod. Paris, e. 6. [c. 7.] [ut supra, p. 40.] 



350 


THE WORSHIP OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


2 . He clearly doth insinuate, that, for any thing he knew to 
the contrary, the image which he rent was the image of Christ, 
or of some saint; for “ whether it was so or no,” saith he, “ I do 
not well rememberwhence evident it is, that had it been the 
image of Christ, or any of his saints, he would have rent it. 
He therefore did not think, that to destroy those images which 
were erected for his worship, was to offer a most vile affront 
nnto his Saviour, as afterwards the second Nicene Council did, 
and now the Papists do conceive. 

3. He positively declares, f ‘ that all such vails so hung up in 
the church, were contrary to the religion of Christians.” 

4. He desires the bishop of Jerusalem to charge his pres¬ 
byters, that they should “ suffer no such thing hereafter to be 
done,” i. e. no painted images to be hung up in the Church of 
Christ, and that because “ it was unworthy of the Church of 
Christ, and the people committed to his charge,” to be scrupu¬ 
lous or concerned about such trifles. 

5. Observe; that when he rent this vail and counselled the 
men of Anablatha, “ to wrap and bury some poor body in it,” 
they did not say, for ought appears, and he did not regard it 
if they said so, that this was to profane the sacred image, or 
that he offered an affront to Christ, or to his saints, by rending 
of it; but they say only this, “ that having rent that, he 
should provide another:” whence it is evident, that they had 
then no custom or doctrine of the Church, which could 
maintain the hanging up, or could condemn the rending of 
this vail. 

§. 4. The aversation which alUgood Christians had to 
images, was so well known to the enemies of the Church, that 
they made their advantage of it, to withdraw her subjects from 
communion with her. For the Donatists well knowing how 
detestable a thing it was unto the Christians of that time, to 
see an image set up in the Church, and more especially upon the 
altar, they framed this calumny, the more effectually to draw 
them off from her communion; “ that the Catholics, Paulus 
and Macarius, would bring an image, and place it on the altar 
whilst the sacrifice was offered.”* This rumour startled the 

* Dicebatur i]lo tempore venturum ease Paulam et Macarium, qui 
interessent Sacriiicio, ut cum Aitaria eolenniter aptarentur, proferrent ilia 
Imaginem, quam primo in Altari ponerent. Sic Sacrificium offerretur. 
Hoc cum accipeient, aures et animi perculsi sunt, ut omniB qui haec 
audierat diceret, qui inde gustat, de sacro gustat. Optat. 1. 3. p. 75. 
[p. 69. Lut. Par. 1702.J 
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faithful; “for when the fame of it was spread abroad, the 
ears and minds of all men,” saith Optatus, “were much 
troubled at itand all that heard it, began thus to speak, 

“ whosoever tastes of any thing from thence, doth taste of a for¬ 
bidden thing.” 

Whence we with Masius, a learned Romanist,* observe how 
much the ancient Christians did detest the sight of any image 
on the altar; that is, how much they did detest the present 
practice of the whole Church of Rome. 

2ndly, Observe the answer of the Christians of those times 
unto this calumny. They do not say, true it is, we do set 
pictures upon our altars, and that not only for ornament and 
memory, but for veneration also ; and we do well to do so, 
and suitably to the tradition of the Church of Christ; so that 
you ought not to be troubled at it, or frightened from our 
communion by it; which,ds the only answer the Church of 
Rome can make to this objection, and which the Fathers of 
that age would have made, had they then practised as the 
Church of Rome doth now ; but they do utterly deny the 
thing, rejecting it with detestation aud abhorrence. ' OptatuJ* 
doth confess, thatf had the thing been true, the separation of 
the Bonatists would have been just; that the use of images 
would have been “ a pollution of divine service, and a thing 
alien from the custom of the Church, aud which the eyes of 
Christians could not have beheld without horror:” clearly 
condemning by this answer, the practice of the Church of 
Rome, and justifying the separation of Protestants from her 
communion, had it been only made on this account. 

You have already seen, from the testimony of Nilus, that in 
the East they admitted nothing in the sanctuary, but the cross, 
and in particular, no image. In the West likewise, the placing 
of an image on the altar was forbidden in the 9th, 10th, and 
11th centuries. 

Regino cites a constitution of a Council held at Rheims; in 
which it is commanded,! “ that nothing shall be placed upon 

* Masius in Josh. cap. 8. ver. 31. 

t Et recte dictum erat, si talem famarn aimilis veritas sequeretur ; at 
ubi ventum eat a supradictis, nihil talc visum eat, nihil viderunt oculi 
Christiani quod horrerent—visa est puritas, et ritu solito solennis con- 
suetudo perspecta est, cum viderent (Uvinis Sacrifices nec mutatum quic- 
quam nec additum. Ibid. 

! Nihilque super eo ponatur, nisi lapsee cum sanctorum Reliquiis, et 
quatuor Evangelia. DeDisc. Eccles. 1. 1. cap. 60. [p. 52. Lips. 1840.] 
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the altar, bat a chest containing the relics of the saints, and 
the four Evangelists. And this constitution seemeth to forbid 
the placing images on the altar,’* saith Baluzius upon that 
canon: “and this,” saith he, “seems also to have been the 
sentence of the French Council held at Tours,” a. i>. 567- 
And therefore in the old form of Synodal Admonitions, which 
was read in churches by the deacon after the Gospel: one 
admonition is this; “ that nothing shall be placed on the altar, 
but the chests and relics, or perhaps the four Gospels, or the 
pyx, with the body of the Lord for the viaticum of the sick.”* 
But in the two new forms of admonition published by Baluzius, 
the last of which is used at present in the Romish Church, the 
admonition runs in these words; “ let nothing be placed upon 
the altar, but relics, and things sacred and fit for the sacri- 
fice/’f The introduction of images upon the altar, making it 
necessary to make this alteration in their admonition. Even 
in like manner as the defalcation of the cup in the 14th and 
15th centuries, made it necessary to change the old form of 
admonition, in which they warned all the faithful “ to come 
*to the communion of the body and blood of Christ, at Christ¬ 
mas, Easter, and Whitsunday,^ into that now extant in the 
new, and only inviting them “ to come to the communion of 
the body of Christ.” § By which, and by an hundred instances 
of a like nature, we may learn how impossible it is for them, 
who have made that the present practice of their Church, 
which was forbidden by, ana was detestable to their forefathers 
to innovate in any matter, or alter the received customs Qf the 
church; and what a goodly argument is brought from the 
present customs, traditions, doctrines of the people of that 
Church, to prove they always held the same doctrines, and 
practised the same religious rites. 

§, 5. Moreover, when images began to be admitted into the 
churches, and by some superstitious people to be adored, the 
Fathers of the Church, both by their words and actions, 
shewed their dislike and abhorrence of it. It was the custom 

* Nihil ponatur, nisi c&psm et reliquiae, ant forte quatuor Evangelia, ant 
pyxis com corpore Domini. Adm. Antiq. apud. Baluz. Ibid. p. 603. 

t Et desnper nitul ponatur nisi retiqnise, ac res sacra?, et pro Sacrificio 
opportune. Adm. Nov. p. 607, 611. 

| Omnes fideles ad oommunionem corporis et sanguinis Domini aceedere 
admonere. Adm. Antiq. p. 605. A 

$ Omnes fideles ad commmdBkem corporis Domini nostri iuvitare. 
Admon. Nov. p, 609. Admon. p. 613. 
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of some Christians to pay some outward civil worship unto 
the images of their Christian emperors, till they themselves 
forbade it. This Jerome taking notice of, doth plainly, in his 
comment on the prophet Daniel, condemn and reprehend, 
saying, “ whether we call it a statue, or a golden image, the 
worshippers of God ought not to adore it j* let the judges and 
princes of the age, who adore the statues and images of the 
emperors, understand, “that they do that which the Three 
Children refusing to do, pleased God. And here the propriety 
of the words is to be noted; they say, that gods are to be 
worshipped, the image to be adored; neither of which is to be 
done by any servant of God.” 

When the Manichees, upon occasion ministered by some 
rude and superstitious people, had charged some Christian 
churches with image-worship, St. Austin, writing of the 
manners of the catholicTJhureh against them, directly severs 
the case of those rude persons from the approved practice of 
the catholics. “ Do not/’f saith he, “mention to me such 
professors of the name of Christ, as either know not,jor keep 
not the force of their profession; nor the companies of rude 
men, which either in the true religion itself are superstitious, 
or so given to their lusts, as that they have forgotten what 
they promised to God.” Then as an instance of those super¬ 
stitious persons, he adds, that “ he himself did know many 
who were worshippers of tombs and pictures : but how vain, 
how hurtful, how sacrilegious these men are, I have purposed 
to shew in another treatise. Now this do I admonish you, 
Manicheeans, that you cease to speak evil of the catholic 
Church, by upbraiding it with the manners of those men whom 
she herself condemneth, and seeketh every day to correct as 
naughty children.” % These things St. Austin speaks of 

* 

* Cultorcs Dei earn adorare non debent; ergo Judices et Principes 
seculi, qui imperatorum statuas adorant et imagines, hoc se facere intelli¬ 
gent, quod tres pueri facere nolentes placuerunt Deo: et notanda pro- 
prietas, Deos coli, imaginem adorari, dicunt; quod utrumque servis Dei 
non convenit. in Dan. 3. p. 256. [vol. 5. p. 638. Veron. 1736.] 

t Nolite mihi colligere professores nominis Christdani, nec professionis 
suse vim aut scientes, aut exhibentes, nolite consectari turbas imperitorum, 
qui vel in ispa vera religione superstitiosi sunt. De Morib. Ecd. Catb. c. 
34. [vol. l.p. 713. Par. 1679.J , 

J Novi multos esse sepulchrorum et meturarum adoratores. Ibid. Nunc 
vos illud admoneo, ut ahquondo EcclejB Catholic® maledicere desinatis, 
vituperando mores bominum, quos et Ipa condemnat, et quos quotidie 
tanquam malos fklios corrigere studet. Ibid. 

VOL. VII. 2 A 
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those who were professors of the name of Christ, and children 
of the Church. They therefore cannot be supposed worship¬ 
pers of heathen idols, such heathenish persons being never 
owned as Christians by the Church of Christ, but still rejected 
as her enemies, and publicly condemned by many of her canons 
and decrees. Nor doth St. Austin say, these persons wor¬ 
shipped pictures with divine worship, or that they esteemed 
them as gods. Had he conceived this to have been their 
crime, he would not have said, that in the true religion they 
were superstitious, but rather that they were mere heathenish 
idolators: the second Nicene Council* having told us, that 
never any Christian man did give latria to an image. Nor 
■can it reasonably be conceived that many who professed the 
name of Christ should be such sots as to believe an image 
made by their own hands, could be the Great Creator of the 
world, the Maker of the very man that made it, and of that 
very metal which composed it. 

Moreover) St. Austin here requires the Manichees, not to 
upbraid the Church of Christ with the practice of these naughty 
children, whom he calls worshippers of pictures, they being 
only a rude multitude of superstitious people; of such as either 
did not know, or did not answer their profession; such as the 
Church condemned, and still endeavoured to correct. Had then 
St. Austin, and all good Christians of his age been themselves 
worshippers of pictures; had he believed that the doctrine and 
tradition of the Church of Christ required all good Christians 
to give them honorary worship; would he so generally, without 
distinction or exception, have condemned all worshippers of 
pictures as superstitious, rude, and ignorant of what Chris¬ 
tianity required ? Would he so fully have declared that the 
Church of Christ condemned, mid did endeavour to correct 
them foT it? Would he have charged the Manichees with 
great injustice; for imputing picture-worship to the Church of 
Christ, and not have given some of those limitations and dis¬ 
tinctions with which the second Nicene Council, and the 
Bomish doctors do so much abound, to put a difference betwixt 
the avowed and constant practice of the Church, and what 
both he and she condemned in these worshippers of pictures ? 
St. Austin therefore must be a very dolt, or else must here 
demonstrate that the Church of Christ did, in his time, con- 


* OiWeif r&v vrb rbv ovpavbv Xpitrriav&v dv&(nhir(i>v tit ova i\«- 
rptvoev. Act. 6. [ut supra,] p. 417. 
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<ceivo all picture-worship to be superstitious, and opposite to 
the profession of Christianity; and that which she condemned, 
and did endeavour to correct in those that practised it, 

§. 6. And as those Fathers so expressly declared against the 
doctrine of the second Nicene Council, before they had decreed 
it; so afterwards, from the eighth to the fifteenth century, it 
was expressly contradicted and rejected by the most eminent 
persons of the Western Church. 

In the same century it was condemned by the Council of 
Frankfort,* * * § consisting of three hundred bishops, as hath been 
shewn already. 

It was condemned in the same century not only by Albinus, or 
Alcuinus, tutor to Charles the Great, And scholar of venerable 
Bede, who wrote a book against the second Nicene Council, 
and that assertion of it, that imagesf ought to be adored, con¬ 
futing it from holy Scripture: but also by the princes and 
bishops of the Church of England, in whose name that book 
was sent to Charles the Great. 

It was condemned in the ninth century by the Council held 
at Paris, a.d. 824. It was in the same century declared to be 
falsely called a Synod, J because it decreed for image-worship, 
by Uincmarus Rliemensis, by Ado Viennensis, and by Regino 
Abbas Prumiensis. 

It was condemned also by Agobardus, bishop of Lyons, who 
was made bishop by the consent of the whole clergy of that 
nation; for in his book, yet extant against this image-worship, 
he declares amongst many other things already cited from him, 
thus: f< Let no man deceive, let no man seduce, or circumvent 
himself. Whosoever adores any picture, any molten or graven 
statue, he doth not worship God, or honour angels or holy 
men, but he venerates idols.”§ And yet Baluzius|| and Sir- 

* A.D. 794. * 

f Contra quod scripsit Albinus epistolam, ex authoritate divinarum 
Scripturarum mirabiliter dictatam, illamque—in persona episcoporum et 
principum nostrorum, regi Francorum attulit. Hoved. Ann. part. 1. 
F. 232. B. 

% Psendo-Synodus. L. contr. Hincmar. Laudan. c. 20. [p. 93. Lut. 
Par. 1615.] Chron. ab A. 792. ad An. 794. 

§ Nemo se fall&t,—quicunque aliquam picturam, vel fusilem, give duc- 
tilem adorat statuam, non exhibet cultum, Deo, non honorat Angelos, vel 
homines sanctos,sed simulacra veneratur. Sect. 31. 

|| Ego crediderim Agobardum scrifptsse, quod omnes turn in Gallia, ut 
etiam a Sirmondo observatum est, sentiebant. Bal. Not. in Agob. [ut 
supra, vol. 2<1 p. 88. 
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mondus do ingenuously confess that Agohardus hath writ only 
that which the whole Church of France did then acknowledge. 
Papirius Masson us, who abridged him, saith, “ That he did 
manifestly detect the errors of the Greeks, (* * * § .<?. the Nicene 
Council) concerning images and pictures, denying that they 
were to be adored ; which doctrine all we Catholics approve, 
and follow the testimony of Gregory the Great concerning 
them/’* which, as you have seen, was this, that images were 
neither to be broken, nor yet adored. 

“ The German and French churches,” f saith Cassander, 
“ after the Council held at Frankfort, most constantly con¬ 
tinued for some ages in that sentence which they received from 
the Church of Rome,” viz . that images were neither to be 
broken, nor yet to be worshipped. If for some ages they must 
assuredly continue in it till the eleventh century; and that 
they did so, is evident from the Chronicle of Hcrmannus Con¬ 
tractus, who styles the second Nicene Council a false Synod, on 
the forementioned account., Chron. ad a.d. 794. 

That the Germans continued of the same mind in the 
twelfth century, is evident from the plain words of Nicetas 
Comates,| who saith, “ that then among the Almains and 
Armenians, the worship of holy images was equally forbid.” 

That the French Church was still of the same mind, is 
evident from the continuator of Aimoinus,§ who plainly saith, 
that “ the Fathers of the Nicene Synod otherwise decreed con¬ 
cerning image-worship than the orthodox doctors had before 
defined.” And from the collection of decrees made by Ivo, 
bishop of Chartres, who declares the judgment of the Council 
of Eliberis to be this, “that pictures j| ought not be worshipped, 
but that they only ought to be memorials of what is wor¬ 
shipped,” and cites the passage of Pope Gregory to t^iat effect. 

In the same century, Simon Dunelmensis, an Oxonian 
doctor, and Roger Hoveden their professor, both assert, that in 

* Graeco rum errores de imaginibus et picturis roanifestissime detegens, 
negat eas adorari, quam sententiam omnes Catholiei probamus, etc. Pm-,fat. 

\ Ecclesiae Gallicanae et Germanic® in hac sententia constantissime 
aliquot seculis perdurarnnt. Cap. de Imag. p. 173. [Conaultat. p. 977. 
Par. 1616.] 

X Quippe apud Aleraannos et Armenioa S. Imaginum adoratio ceque in¬ 
terdicta est. L. 2. de Imp. Aug. Angel, p. 199. In qua Synodo de Ima- 
ginibus adorattdis, aliter quam Orthodoxi patres antea diffinierant, 
statuerant. 

§ De gestis Francorum, 1. 5. c. 28. [p. 320. Par. 1603.] 

II Picturas in Ecdesia non ease adorandas. Decret. part. 3. c. 40, 41. 
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the second " Nicene* * * § Synod were many things contained, 
which were inconvenient and contrary to the true faith ; and 
that in the said Council was established a decree that images 
should be worshipped; which thing the Church of God wholly 
abhors.” And here let it be noted that in these writers we 
find not the least hint of a distinction between due and undue 
worship of a holy image; or betwixt worship which the 
Church of Christ allows, and which the Church abhors ; but 
imagines adorari debere , that “ images should be worshipped,” 
is declared to be the doctrine which God’s Church abhorred. 

In the fourteenth century, Robert Holcot, professor in 
Oxford, most plainly asserts, that “ no adoration is to be given 
to any image; nor is it lawful for any man to worship images. 
And Matthew of Westminster condemned the decree of the 
second Nicene Council, as Hoveden had done before him. Ad 
a.d. 793. 

In the fifteenth century, Gerson ,% Chancellor of Paris, saith, 
“ We do not worship images, and that they are forbidden to 
be worshipped ; that the second commandment forbids us to 
]bow the body or the knee to them, or to worship them with 
the affection of the mind.” 

And Gabriel Biel, an Oxonian doctor, teacheth, that then 
“ some of their doctors held, that any image is not to be wor¬ 
shipped, either for itself, as it is wood or stone, nor yet con¬ 
sidered as a sign or image.”§ And that “the Christian faith 

* In quo, proh dolor! multa inconvenientia et verge Fidei contraria 
reperiebantur, maxima quod pene omnium orientalium doctorum unanimi 
assertione confirmatum fuerit; imagines adorari debere, quod omnino 
ecclesia Dei execratur. Hoved. Ibid. Dunelm. ad A. 793. 

t Ideo aliter potest dici, quod nulla adoratio debetur Imagini, nec licet 
aliquam In^inem adorare.—Quia autem propter Imaginem Christi exci 
tamur ad adorandum Christum, et coram Imagine adorationem nostram 
facimus Christo; ergo dicilur large loquendo, N. B. quod Imaginem 
ado ramus. In Ecclus. Lect. 158. c. 13. Vide Reliqua. 

J Omnino prohibentur fieri ad hunc, vi 2 finem, ut adorentur et 
colantur; unde sequitur neque adores, neque colas ea; ad adorandum igitur 
et colendum prohibentur Imagines fieri. Sequitur non adorabis neque coles; 
inter quae sic distingue, non adorabis, sc. veneratione corporis, ut incli- 
nandoeis vel genu-flectendo; neque coles, sc. affectione mentis. Comp. 
Theol.in Explic. 1. prsecepti. tom. 2. p. 25. [par. 2. p. 53. Par. 1606.] 

§ Quod vero Christiana religio Imagines sustinet in Ecclesia, et Ora- 
toriis, non permittit eo fine, ut adorentur ipsee, sed ut fidelium mentes 
per earum inspectiones excitentur ad reverentiam et honorem exhibendum 
his quorum sunt Imagines, in quorum cognitionem recordativam ducunt. 
Et Me modus dicendi videtur esse Rob. Holcot, super illud Sapientise, In- 
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permits them to be reserved in the Church, not that they may 
be worshipped, but that the minds of men may be excited to 
give reverence to them whose images they are ; and that this 
they said according to Pope Gregory. 

In the sixteenth century, Ferus,* a learned preacher at 
Mentz, saith that <( Images are tolerated in the Church, that 
they may admonish, not that they may be worshipped; for 
otherwise they can admit of no excuse.” 

Yea, a Council held at Mentz, a.d. 1549,f during the ses¬ 
sion of the Trent Council, speaks thus: u Let our pastors 
accurately teach the people, mat images are not propounded 
to be worshipped or adored, but that by them we may be 
brought to the remembrance of those things which we ought 
profitably to call to mind.” 


CHAP. V, 

Against this pretended tradition of the second Nicene Council » 
It is farther argued, 1. Because the Jews, though zealous 
for the observance of the law of Moses, and generally be¬ 
lieving that it forbade the having, and much more the bow¬ 
ing to an image, did never , for the five first centuries 
condemn the Christians for this practice, as afterwards when 
images began to be received into churches, and adored, they 
always did, §. 1. 2 ndly. Because the Apostles , and suc¬ 
ceeding Fathers, who answer all the other scruples of the 
Jews against the Christian faith, speak not one word in 
answer to this great objection, that it allowed of image- 
worship in opposition to the second commandment, §. 2. 
3 rdly. Because the evidence of truth hath forced many 
^earned writers of the Romish Church to confess, that the 
Primitive Church had no images, or did not adore them. 


felices sunt— mihi videtur dicendum, quod neque adoro Imaginem Christi 
quia lignum, nec quia Imago} sed adoro Christum coram Imagine Christi, 
quia scilicet Imago Christi excitat me ad amandum Christum; hie modus 
loquendi originem videtur trahere ex dicto quodam B. Gregorii Sereno 
episcopo, etc. Et quidem, quia eos adorare vetuisses omnino laudamus, 
fregisse vero reprehendimus, etc. In Can. Miss. Lect. 49. F. 127. 

* Imagines in Ecclesia ideo tolerantur ut admoneant, non ut colantur, 
alioquin omnino excusari possunt minime. In Act. Apost. cap. 7» p. 94. 

t Can. 14. [cap. 41.] [ut supra, vol. 14. p. 681.] 
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§.3. From this Discourse, these four things are inferred ; 
1. That the Councils received by the Church of Rome as 
general, are not infallible interpreters of Scripture, or in¬ 
fallible guides in matters of faith , §. 4. 2 ndly y That the 
second Nicene Council hath imposed that on Christians, as 
a tradition of the Church of Christ, which was not so; and 
therefore was deceived, and did deceive in matter of tradi¬ 
tion, §.5. Srdly, That Roman Catholics do vainly boast 
of the consent of Fathers on their side, §.6. Athly, That 
the doctrine of the Church of England is much safer in this 
particular than that of Rome , §.7. 

Moreover, that image-worship was no doctrine delivered 
to the Church of Christ, either by writing or tradition from 
the Apostles, that it was not practised in the first ages of the 
Church, will be apparent'from the deportment of the Jews 
towards the Christians, and the consideration of what they 
thought of the erection of images in the place of worship, and 
of the adoration of them. # 

§. 1. And, (1.) we know that even the believing Jews were 
zealous for the strict observance of the law of Moses, and 
were much offended at St. Paul, because they apprehended * * * § 
“ he taught the Jews to forsake the law of Moses, and not 
to circumcise their children, or walk after the customs of 
their fathers.” 

We are also informed by Eusebius*)* and Sulpitius, that this 
zeal continued among the Jewish Christians for a considerable 
time after the death of the Apostles, vis. till the destruction 
of the city by Hadrian. For “ till that time the bishops of 
Jerusalem were of the circumcision; and almost all who be¬ 
lieved in Christ, did yet observe the law.” 

The se*Ct of the EbionitesJ and Nazarenes continued till the 
days of Jerome; they were dispersed throughout the Churches 
of the East, and were stiff assertors of the obligations of*the 
law of Moses; and held,§ that “men were to be saved by 
the observation of it.” 

* Acts xxi. 20. 

f Turn poene omnes Christum Deum sub legis observation® credebant. 
Sulp. 1. 2. c. 45. [p. 99. Lugd. Bat. 1643.] Euseb. Chron. 

t Ep. ad August, contra Faust. [Apud August, contra Faust.] 1. 19. 
c. 18. [August. Op. vol. 8. p. 323. Par. 1688.] Orig. contra Cels. 1. 2. p. 
56. [vol. 1. p. 385. Par. 1733.] 1. 5. p. 272. [Ibid. p. 625.] 

§ Euseb. Hist. Eccles. 1. 3. c. 27. [p- 99. Par. 1659.] 
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2. We know, that in the judgment of the Jews, who lived 
about our Saviour’s time, and after, nothing was more detest¬ 
able, nothing was more repugnant to the law of Moses, than 
the admitting of an image in the place of worship, much more 
the “ bowing down to it.” 

They constantly declared to Pilate, upon occasion of the 
Roman eagles, that* “ they could not permit any image to be 
placed in their cityand thatf “ their law was violated” by 
the little images of Csesar annexed to the Roman standards ; 
and that “ they would rather die than endure them there.” 
They tell Petronius, that “ it could not be permitted to have 
the image, either of God or man, in their most sacred temple, 
or elsewhere.” They persuade Vitellius not to come thither 
with them, “ because it was not suitable to the laws of their 
country to see an image brought into it.” 

And they declared to Herod, son of Antipater ,X that “what¬ 
soever they endured, they would not suffer the images of men 
within their city.” 

3. Certain it is, that for a long ti?ne no Samaritan, or Jew, 
ever objected to the Christians their violation of the second 
commandment; or at least pretended to be scandalized at their 
defection from this law of God. No single instance of this 
nature can be produced from all antiquity, till after the fifth 
century, when images began to be admitted into churches, 
provided that they were not worshipped. Then was it that 
the Jews began to call the Christian churches, upon that ac¬ 
count, “ Batte aboda sara„ the houses of idolatry.” And 
from that time they have not ceased to object to them the 
violation of this law, and to profess that they were scandalized 
at it. 

In the second Nicene Council, Germanus, patriarch of Con¬ 
stantinople, confesseth, that§ “upon this account the Jews 
did often cast reproach upon them ; and that the Saracens did 
the same,” 

* OiiSiv ydp d£tov<r< v iv ry irdXct StUijXov rfottrSai. Joseph. Halos. 
1. 2. c. 14. [c. 9. vol. 2. p. 167. Amst. 1726.] 

t ’Efft icaraXvrrti r&v vofitov 'lovSatKoiv etKovtov iroirjtt tv airayo- 
ptvovrog fifilv roil vofiov. L. 2. c. 8. [Ibid.] 1. 18. c. 4. [Archaeol. 1. 
18. c. 3. Ibid. vol. 2. p. 167.] 1. 2. c. 17. [Halos. 1.2. c. 10. Ibid. vol. 2* 
p. 170.] 

t Et Kai iravra SoKtitv oierra, fit) tpkptiv titcovag AvBpunrtov iv ry 
vo\tL Archtpol. 1. 18, c. 7. 1. 15. c. 17. 

4 Oit vvv povov, dXXd Kai itoWaiciQ ’I ovSciiot rd TQiavTtt tffiVv itpo- 
oiiyayov tig SvtiStapov. Act. 4. [ut supra,] p. 300. et p. 240. 
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Gregory, in his Epistle to him, adds, that* “ if any one do 
accuse this image-worship of idolatry, he is one who calumniates 
after the manner of the Jews.” 

In the fifth action, a Jew is introduced speaking thus:f 
“ I believe in a crucified Jesus, who is the Son of God; but 
1 am scandalized at you Christians, because you worship 
images; whereas the Scriptures every where command us not 
to make any graven image or similitude.” 

“ The Christians are to be reckoned idolaters,” saith R. 
Kimchi,J “ because they bow down and adore the image of 
Jesus of Nazareth.” 

Fabianus Eiogus,§ a Jewish convert, informs us, that “ the 
Jews dispute after this manner : God, in the Decalogue, writ 
with his own finger, hath commanded that no kind of image 
or similitude should be made, &c. but Christians make and 
worship images, they therefore violate this precept: this,” 
saith he, “ is an undoubted thing among them, and therefore 
they call the Christians worshippers of idols.” 

Joseph, king of Cosri, is said to prefer the Jews before the 
Christians, jj “ because the latter bow themselves to the works 
of their own hands.” 

Had therefore the first Christians received a tradition from 
the Apostles to adore images, and had all Christians practised 
suitably to this supposed tradition, both the believing and the 
unbelieving Jews, being such zealots for the observance of the 
law of Moses, and professed enemies of images, and of the 
adoration of them, must have been scandalized at it. We see 
that they were very much incensed against St. Paul^f for 
teaching, “ That the Gentiles were not obliged to observe their 
lawthey would not endure him, unless he also would ‘‘walk 
orderly, and keep the law.” If then St. Paul and St. Peter, 
as Pope Hadrian** avers; if the rest of the Apostles, as the 
second Nicene Council saith, had taught and practised this 
image-worship, so flatly opposite to their law, and therefore 
execrable to them, this must have stirred up their indignation 
against St. Paul and Peter much more than their asserting, 

* Et rtc ’lovda'iic&c ktvovptvoQ - ti$o)\o\arptiav hrtypa$u Ty 

'Efcic\*j<Tiqi. [Ibid.] p. 288. 

f ^KavSaXi^ofiat Si vfiac , w Xpurnavot, on raig iticoai irpooKv- 

viire . [Ibid.] p. 356, 357, 384, 348. 

$ Dr. Poeock, Not. Misceli. p. 322. 

$ Catechism, c. 33. p. 68. B. H Bust. Prsefat. ad Cosri. 

^ Acts xxi. 20. ** Apud 2. Nic. Cone, [ut supra,] p. 101. 
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that the ceremonial law did not oblige the Gentiles, could 
have done. 

It is surely difficult to conceive, that they who thought 
their law so highly violated by framing the picture of a man, 
or of an eagle, and would rather die than admit of them, be¬ 
cause they held they were forbidden by their law, should 
either, being Christians, continue zealous to assert the obliga¬ 
tion of that law, and yet admit the doctrine which did enjoin 
them both to frame and worship images; or should, conti¬ 
nuing unbelieving Jews, never accuse the Christians of a crime 
so execrable in their sight, nor dissuade any Christian from 
complying with this great violation of their law. 

§. 2. Yea farther, had this practice or tradition obtained in 
the days of the Apostles, or the five following ages, the 
Apostles and primitive Fathers would likely have endeavoured 
to remove this scandal from the Jews, and to return some 
answer to an objection so very obvious; for their prejudice 
against image-worship being greater than against any other 
thing, they had the greatest reason, upon the supposition of 
such a practice of the Christians, to labour to remove it: And 
yet we find not that St. Paul, in his Epistles, writ partly to 
satisfy the Jews, that circumcision was not to be imposed upon 
the Gentiles; and partly to warn the Gentiles not to bear 
the yoke of Jewish festivals and ceremonies ; or in that pur¬ 
posely designed to teach the Jews, that the priesthood being 
changed, the ceremonial law must also change together with 
it; or that St. Peter, or St. James, in their Epistles to the 
dispersed Jews, take the least notice of so great a prejudice, 
or spend one word to reconcile the Jew to this supposed 
image-worship. 

Justin Martyr, Origen, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, G. Nyssen, 
Epiphanius, St. Chrysostom, St. Austin, with many others, 
have writ on purpose to take off the objections of the Jews 
against Christianity", and in these writings they have been 
very diligent in taking off the scandal of the cross, and prov¬ 
ing, that the Jewish festivals and sabbaths were abolished; 
and that their laws concerning circumcision and sacrifices 
were abrogated; but they spend not one word to shew that 
Christians were exempted from that precept, which forbade 
“ the bowing down to any image, or similitude or to excuse 
that worship of them they are supposed to have practised, or 
to declare, as doth the second Nicene Council, that this com¬ 
mandment only forbade the worshipping of idols, or of images 
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as gods, or to give any other satisfaction to the Jews in this 
particular. 

The Apostles and Fathers do jointly labour to remove the 
scandal of the cross, and. to convince the Jews, that it was 
reasonable to worship him who was crucified upon it; hut 
they say nothing to remove that which was a greater scandal 
to them, as the confession of the Jew now mentioned doth 
assure us, viz. “ the worship of the cross, and of an image, 
which was the work of their own hands.” They tell the 
Gentiles, that no man had reason to condemn them for not ob¬ 
serving the new moons and Jewish sabbaths, but give them 
not one item that they had no reason to condemn them for 
making and adoring images. 

The whole New Testament,* which takes especial notice, 
that the Jews abhorred»idols, gives not the least distinction 
betwixt an image and an idol, nor the least hint of any of those 
evasions and limitations, by which the Church of Rome now 
finds it necessary to reconcile her practice to the second com¬ 
mandment ; nor of those expositions or retortions used in the 
second Niccne Council, to refute the clamours of the Jews. 
Which is a full conviction, that the ancient Church had no 
such doctrine or practice, which could make jt necessary for 
them to fly unto these Romish shifts and subtleties. 

§.3. To conclude: the suffrage of antiquity is so very 
clear, the testimonies of it are so numerous, and so convincing, 
that they have forced many learned persons of the Church of 
Rome, ingenuously to confess, cither that in the primitive 
Church they had no images, did not regard them, or that they 
paid no veneration to them, but rather disproved and con¬ 
demned it. 

“ The universal Church,”f saith Nicholaus do Clemangis, 
“ being moved by a lawful cause, viz. on the account of them 
who were converted from heathenism to the Christian faith, 
commanded that no images should be placed in churches.” 

“ The worship of images,}: wot only they who were not of our 
religion, hut, as St. Jerome testifieth, almost all the ancient 
holy Fathers condemned for fear of idolatry,” saith Polydore 

* Rom. ii. 22. 

t Statuit olim universa Ecclesio, ut null® in templis imagines pone- 
rentur. Lib. de Nov. Celebrit. p. 151. 

$ Quern non modo nostra Religionis expertes, sed teste Hieron. omnes 
ferme veteres sancti Patres damnabant, ob metum Idololatri®. De 
Invent. Rerum, 1, 6. c. 13. 



364 


TIIE WORSHIP OP THE CHURCH OP ROME. 


Virgil; where the opposition of* these holy Fathers to others, 
not of our religion, and the mention of Pope Gregory among 
them, shews the vanity of what the Jesuit Fisher saith,* “ that 
Polydore speaks this of the Fathers of the Old Testament, not 
of the New.” 

“ This surely I cannot omit,” saith Giraldus, “thatas the 
ancient Romans, so we Christians were without images in that 
Church which is called Primitive.”*)* 

“ The bishops, in these times of persecution,” $ saith Men¬ 
doza, “ little thought of images of saints; they abstained from 
them for a while, lest the heathens should deride them, and 
should conceive that Christians worshipped them as gods.” 
All these are witnesses against the second Nicenc Council, that 
the practice was not apostolical, universal, and primitive. 

What opinion the Fathers had of this practice, these follow¬ 
ing persons will inform you. 

Petrus Crinitus saith that “ Lactantius, Tertullian, and very 
many others, with too much boldness did affirm that it belonged 
not to religion to worship any image.”§ 

“ Even to the days of Jerome, who died in the fifth 
century, men of approved religion,” || saith Erasmus, “would 
not suffer any painted, or graven, or woven image, no not of 
Christ himself.” 

“ It is certain,”^ saith Cassander, “ that when the Gospel 
was first preached, there was no use of images for some time 
among the Christians, as it is evident from Clemens of Alex¬ 
andria (who flourished at the close of the second), and from 
Amobius,” (who flourished at the beginning of the fourth 
century.) 

And again, “ How much the ancients, in the beginning of 
the Church, abhorred all veneration of images, Origen alone, in 
his book against Celsus, shews.”** 

* Apud White, 242. 

f Nos dico Chrlstianos, at aliqaando Romanos, fuisse sine Imaginibua 
in primitiva, qua: vocatur, Ecclesia. Syntagm. 1. 1. p, 14. 

+ Seevissimis his temporibug de Sanctoram imaginibus ne cogit&rant 
episcopi—abstinebant ad tempas. De Concil. Eliber. 1. 3* c. 5. [Labbe, 
Coneil. vol. 1. p. 1230. Lut. Par. 1671.] 

$ De Hon. Disciplin. i. 9. c. 9. 

|| Erastn. vol. 5. Symbol. Catech. p. 989. 

If Certain est, initio pr»dicati- Evangelii, aliqaanto tempore inter Chris- 
tjonos, prsesertim in Ecclesiis, Imaginum asam non fuisse. Consult, cap. 

** a ®‘ p. 163. [ut supra, p. 974.] 

Quantum veteres initio Ecclesiee ab omtii veneratione Imaginum ab- 
horruerunt, unus Origenes declarat,p. 168. [Ibid. p. 975.] 
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.. And a third time, " Truly it is manifest, from the discourse 
of St. Austin on the cxiiith Psalm, that in his age, the use of 
carved images or statues was not come into the Church.”* 

Lastly, he adds, that “ in the days of Gregory the Great 
(that is, in the sixth century), this was the mind and doctrine 
of the Romish Church, that images should be retained, not to 
be adored or worshipped; but that the ignorant should by 
them be admonished of what was done, and be provoked to 
piety. That the Roman Church did equally condemn the 
adoration and the breaking of images.”'!* 

“ That the second Nicene Council, as far as it determined 
for the adoration of images, was, by the general consent of the 
Fathers of the Council of Frankfort, condemned and rejected, 
as being a determination which was repugnant not only to the 
holy Scriptures and the juicient tradition of the Fathers, but 
also to the custom of the Roman Church.”£ And, in a word, 
that “ it were to be wished, perhaps, that our predecessors {viz. 
those of the Church of Rome), had continued in that old doc¬ 
trine of their ancestors to wit, that images neither should 
be broken nor adored. 

“ The corrupt custom, and false religion of the heathens,” j| 
saith Cornelius Agrippa, “ hath infected our religion, and hath 
introduced into our Church images and idols, and many barren 
pompous ceremonies, none of which was found or practised 
among the primitive professors of Christianity.” 

And now, from what has been discoursed in these chapters, 
I infer, 

Inference 1. §.4. 1. That the Councils received by the 

Church of Rome, as the infallible proposers of their faith, 
namely, the second Nicene Council and that of Trent, have 
erred, and have imposed a false interpretation of that precept 
which doth command us “ not to bow down to the similitude 

* Sane ex Augustino constat, ejus aetate simulacrorum usum in Ecclesiis 
non fuisse, p. 195. Ibid. 

t Qute fnerit mens et sententia Romance Ecclesiee adhuc aetate Gregorii, 
satis ex ejus Scriptis manifestum est, viz. ideo haberi Pictures, non quidem 
ut colantur et adorentur, etc. p. 171. [Ibid. p. 976.] Consnetudo 
Romanse Ecclesiee pariter confractionem et adorationem improbat, 

p. 171. 

t Grseca ilia synodus, qua parte Imagines adorandas censehat, damnata 
fait, ut quae—consuetudini Romance Ecclesits adversarentur, p. 172. 

$ Fortasse optandum esset, ut majores nostri hue usque in prisca ilia 
majorum suorum sententiaintegre perstitiesent, p. 175, 179, 180. 

|| De van. Scient. cap. de Xmag. 
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of anything in heaven or earth/’ and therefore they are falsely 
said to be infallible in matters of faith or true interpreters of 
holy Scripture. 

And indeed, whosoever seriously will consider of those Scrip¬ 
tures which are produced, either by this whole Council, or by 
Pope Hadrian, with approbation of this Council, or offered by 
some members present, or contained in some of the citations 
produced by them for the having images in Christian churches, 
or for the giving adoration to them, will find them so apparently 
perverted and horridly impertinent, as that he will be forced to 
question not only the infallibility, but even the common wisdom 
or discretion of those men who had the confidence to use them 
to these purposes. For, 

I. John, the pretended vicar of the three Oriental Patriarchs, 
saith, that Jacob* “ wrestling with him, saw God face to face/* 
which yet can do no service to the maker, or worshipper of 
images, but by supposing with the old heretic, called Anthro- 
pomorphites, that God hath face or features like a man. 

Leontius, bishop of Neapolis, saith, “ If thou accusest. me 
for worshipping the wood of the cross, thou must accuse Jacob 
for blessing wicked and idolatrous Pharaoh ;”f which instance 
will be oidy pertinent when it is proved that Pharaoh was an 
image, and that blessing is an act of adoration. 

Pope Gregory II. saith, that “when Moses desired to 
behold an image or similitude, lest he should be mistaken 
in the vision, he said to God, Shew me thyself manifestly, that 
I may see thee,”I but this doth not prove that Moses desired 
to see an image or material likeness of God, or that God shewed 
him any such similitude. 

Germanus, bishop of Constantinople, argues for images after 
this manner, ft In the book of Numbers, the Lord speaks to 
Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them 
make themselves fringes in the borders of their garments, and 
put upon the fringe of the border a ribbon of blue; and it 
shall be unto you for a fringe, that you may look upon it, and 
remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them. 
Now if/’§ saith he, “ the Israelites were bid to look upon these 
fringes, and remember his commandments; much more ought 
we, by the inspection of the images of holy men to view the 

* Act. 4. [ut supra,] p. 200. t Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 239, 240. 

t Cum figuram vellet, aut simulacrum videre, ne forte erraret, orabat 
Deum dicens, Ostende mihi teipsum manifesto, ut te videam, flbid.l p. 11. 

$ Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 304. 
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end of their conversation.” And yet there seems to be some 
little difference betwixt a fringe and a graven image, betwixt 
remembering God’s commandments “to do them,” and to 
break them. 

Pope Hadrian finds in Isaiah, a prophecy concerning Gospel- 
images, as clear as the nose upon your face ; for, ecce signum : 

“ In that day there shall be an altar to the Lord in the midst 
of the land of Egypt; and a pillar at the border thereof to the 
Lord, and it shall be for a sign.”* 

He also finds the sweet singer of Israel harping oft upon the 
same string, and prophesying of images to be adored in the 
Gospel times; saying, “ The light of thy countenance, sig¬ 
nal it m est super nos , is signed upon us,”t Psalm iv. 6. 

And again, “ Lord, I have loved the beauty of thy house, 
and the place of the tabernacle of thy glory,” Psalm xxvi. 8. 

And a third time, “ Thy face. Lord, will I seek,” Psalm 
xxvii. 8. 

And a fourth, “ Even the rich among the people shall en¬ 
treat thy face,” Psalm xliv. 12. 

And lastly, in those words, “ Honour and majesty are before 
him ; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary,” Psalm 
xevi. 6. 

And what can be more evident for image-worship than these 
texts, which do so plainly mention the face and countenance of 
God! 

Theodosius proves, that we Christians must have holy and 
venerable images; because it is said, “ "Whatsoever things 
were written, oaa irpoeypa^ij, aforetime, were written for our 
learning; wherefore the venerable images being written upon 
wood and stone, and metal, must be for our instruction,” % 
Horn. xv. 4. 

Away with those ignorant fellows who can derive the pictures 
of Christ and his Apostles no higher than St. Luke and 
Nicodemus; this Theodosius finds them among the writings 
of the Prophets, as clear as the noon-day; see i rpoeypa^ij, 
“ they were engraven aforetime,” even before Christ’s human 
nature, or his Apostles had a being; and had it not been thus, 
we Christians had been void of hope, for “ these things were 
written, that we through comfort, r&v ypa^wi-, of these pictures 
might have hope.” 

* Quemadmodum Esaias propheta vaticinatus est. Act. 2. [Ibid.jp. 110. 

i Magnopere vultum ejus secundum humanitatis ipsius dispensationem 
udorari preemonuit, inquiens, etc. + Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 213. 
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They have all found it in the book of Canticles, or something 
which makes for it ; for there it is most appositely said, 
“ Shew me thy face, and let me hear thy voice ; for thy voice is 
sweet, and thy countenance is comely.”* And in that of the 
Psalmist, “As we have heard, so have we seen,” Psalm 
xlviii. 8. 

“ Ezekiel’s temple was made,”+ say they, “ with cherubims 
and palm trees; so that a palm tree was between a cherub, and 
a cherub; and every cherub had two faces; so that the face of 
a man was toward a palm tree on the one side, and the face of a 
young lion toward the palm tree on the other side ; and thus it 
was throughout the house round about.” So that it seemed to 
them to have been an eicwXeioy, or a house of imagery ; and 
yet should you ask them where this temple was built, or what 
existence had these cherubims, but in the vision of the Prophet, 
it will puzzle their infallibilities to answer you. 

Lastly, They argue from the author to the Hebrews, % thus: 
“ Verily the first covenant had also ordinances, and a worldly 
sanctuary ; there was a tabernacle made, in which was first the 
candlestick, and the table, and the shew-bread, which is called 
holy ; and after the second vail, the tabernacle, which is called 
the holiest of all, which had the golden censer, and the ark 
of the covenant overlaid round about with gold; wherein was 
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, 
and the tables of the covenant, and over it the cherubims of 
glory shadowing the mercy-seat. If then,” say they, “the 
Old Testament§ had cherubims shadowing the mercy-seat; let 
us have images of Christ, and of his holy mother, shadowing 
the altar; for because the Old Testament had such things, the 
New received them. This,” say the Synod, || “ is the truth.” 

“ This,” say the princes, “is the command of God.” But why 
did they not conclude also for another ark and mercy-seat, 
another tabernacle, a golden censer, and a pot of manna, seeing 
it was but saying, as in the case of images they do, “ because 
the Old Testament had these things, let us Christians have 
them too,” and it infallibly must be so ? And tell me now, 

* Act. 6. [Ibid.] p. 408. Cant. ii. 14. 
t Act. 4..[Ibid. p.J 197- t Ibid. 

$ 'Edv 7 ) iraXata tl%e xipovfiti/i, leal r/fittg tUovag rov Kvpiov, xai 
Trig ayiag Ssoroicou, ieai twv aytuv avrov e£o/uev, Kura<rKtva(ovffag 
ro iXavriipiov. [Ibid.] p. 200. 

K ‘H ayia Xbvotiog «7w«v, val Mairora ij dX/j-Seia* oi (ityaXoirptirl- 
ararot apxoVTtg ehrov, aXtjSiug 0eov Starayi} kcrrtv. Ibid. 
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can any one who reads these powerful demonstrations* from, 
and excellent expositions of the holy Scripture, doubt of the 
truth of that which is so oft asserted by this Synod, that 
“ they were certainly assisted by the Holy Ghost?”* 

But to be serious: if all, or any of these places, have any 
strength to prove that images should be set up in churches, 
or adored by Christians, why do not any of their writers use 
them to that end ? If they do not, why may not they be 
taxed with weakness, who use such proofs as none but the 
most undiscerning persons could produce, and which their 
best friends are ashamed of ? 

• Inference 2. §>. f». Hence it is evident that the second 

Nicene Council grossly was mistaken in that determination and 
assertion, so frequently repeated in that Council, that image- 
worship had been delivered to them by the continual suffrage 
and approbation of the whole Church of Christ; and was the 
tradition of the whole Church catholic, even from the times 
of the Apostles. 

And consequently, that this Council hath been - actually 
deceived in matter of tradition, as well as in her interpretations 
of the holy Scripture: for whereas it is frequently there said 
that this was the constant doctrine and tradition of the holy 
Fathers of the catholic Church ; the opposition is not greater 
betwixt light and darkness, than betwixt the assertions of the 
Fathers, and the determinations of the Council. For, 

1. The Fathers of that Council do pronounce Anathemaf 
against all persons who take such places of the holy Scripture, 
which are spoken against idols, as spoken against holy images, 
i.e. who says the second commandment forbids the worship, 
not of idols only, hut of holy images. And so they do pro¬ 
nounce Anathema against Justin Martyr, St. Clemens of 
Alexandria, Origen, Tertullian, St. Cyprian, St. Austin, Tlieo- 
doret, Fulgentius, Agohardus, the Councils of Constantinople, 
Frankfort, and Paris. 

2ndly, The Fathers of the same Council pronounce Ana¬ 
thema J against all persons who say, “ that the erection of 

* Act. 3. [Ibid.] p. 157. Act. 7. p. 580 , 581 , 585 , 
t Tot£ t/cXrififSdvovffi rdg rij<j QttaQ yttaffjg fyrjftfiQ, ra$ tear' ti^btXhiv, 
tig rttg otiTTUQ ei Kovag, avaSffia. Act. 1. [Ibid,] p. 57. 4. p. 317. 5. 
p. 389. 7. p. 576. 8. p. 592. 

{ ToTc Xkyovot fiiafloXucijc fitGoSttaq kcjxvptfia rrjv rutp tUovtav 
rrairiciVy Kai pr) t&v dyiuv 7r«rfpwr i)plv irapddotnv, dva&tpa. Act. 1. 
[Ibid.] p. 57. 
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images is the invention of the devil, and not the tradition of 
the catholic Churchand so they do pronounce Anathema 
against Clemens of Alexandria, St. Ambrose, Theodotus, 
Amphilochius, St. Jerome, and St. Chrysostom, Agobardus, 
Hincmarus, and the three forementioued Councils; who all 
declare, “that this was no tradition of the catholic Church.” 
And against Clemens of Alexandria, Ttrtullian, Lactantius, 
Eusebius, Theodotus Ancyranus, and the whole Council of 
Constantinople, who say expressly, “that imago-making or 
image-worship was the invention of the devil.” 

3rdly, These Fathers do pronounce Anathema* ‘‘ to all who 
violate, break, or dishonour sacred images which Epiphanius, 
Serenus, and all the Fathers of Constantinople did ; and “ upon 
all that knowingly communicate with them, who contume- 
liously speak of them, or dishonour them.” 

Now seeing all the Christians of the fourth century did 
certainly communicate with Epiphanius; of the sixth century 
with Serenus ; since all the Fathers mentioned in my second 
chapter, do in their sense dishonour images, they in effect pro¬ 
nounce Anathema against them all. 

4thly, They pronounce Anathemaf “against all persons 
who detract from, or who speak evil of their sacred images.” 

Now since the Fathers have declared concerning images in 
general, that they are “ worse than mice and worms; that 
they are “ the invention of the devilwith many other things 
of a like nature, mentioned chapter the second; they must be 
all obnoxious to this Anathema. 

5thly, They pronounce Anathema % u against all who do not 
call them holy and sacred images that is, againt St. Clemens 
of Alexandria, Origen, Lactantius, Eusebius, and others, who 
have declared, that they cannot be sacred ; and that they are 
men of impotent spirits and lame minds, who so esteem them. 

6thiy, They denounce Anathemaf “ against all those who do 
not worship images, or who doubt of, or who are disaffected to 

* ToTf iheovoieXdcrTaig dva&tpa, ring noivavovoiv Iv yvuitrtt, roig 
vfipiZmm Ari/xAZovai rig tjctrTiig tUdvag, dvaStua, Act. 4. [Ibid.l 
p. 317. 5. p. 389. 7. p.576. 

+ ToTc (iXaaf^uovaiv tig rdg nutag k at ffttrrdg eigdvag, dvdSfua. 
Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 317. 5. p. 389. 

{ Ilf pi ruiv itpJiv tiKovuv m arovpt&a, *«i opoXoyovpev, cat tepdg, 
cai dying avr&g diroKaXovptv, cat 6 prj oiirwg Xtyuv, tar to dvd$epa‘ 
n Ayia Ivvoiog tlittv, itrrw dvaStpa, Act. 4. [Ibid.] p. 212. 

$ Toty pr) TpotfKvvovoi rag ay lag gal atxrdg tigSvag, dva&eua. 
Act. 1. [Ibid.] p. 61. 7. p. 584. 
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the worship of them.” Now this Anathema, if what is hove 
produced cannot be refuted, must certainly be pronounced 
against the blessed Apostles, and all the Christians of the first 
five centuries. 

Lastly i Whereas Origcn declares, “ that the first thing 
which Christians taught their converts, was the contempt of 
all images the Fathers of this Synod pronounce Anathema* 
to all “ who do not diligently teach ail Christian people to 
adore the images of all good men from the beginning of the 
world.” 

§. 6. 3rdly, Hence also may be seen how vainly and un¬ 
justly Roman Catholics do boast of the consent of Fathers on 
their side, and say, that they expound the Scriptures according 
to tliat sense which they received f rom the ancients ; it being 
evident, from what hath been discoursed, that in their exposi¬ 
tion of these words, ,f Thou shalt not make to thyself the 
similitude of any thing in heaven or earth, &c. thou shalt not 
bow down to them,” they do embrace a sense which no Father, 
for the first six centuries, did ever put upon them; and do 
reject that sense they generally did impose upon these words. 

§. 7. 4thlv, Hence I infer, that the religion of the Church 
of England is, in this particular, much safer than that of Rome: 
for if image-worship be not forbid in this commandment, never¬ 
theless we only do neglect that practice which their best writers 
deem indifferent ;f which no Jew ever did perform to any 
patriarch or prophet, nor any Christian for 600 years to any 
apostle, saint, or martyr, and which no Scripture hath com¬ 
manded ; and so we only do neglect to do that, which neither 
example of the ancients, nor any precept, doth commend to 

* To7c fit) hbaOKOvaiv kirtfitXCig iravra t'ov tjuXoxpiorov Xabv 
irpooicvvttv, Kdi atrird^ferOat rag crtirTdg, koi cep<i£, Ktzt Ttfitag tiKovag 
iravTutv twv aytutv rdv air’ cuibvog tvaptortiouvTbii 1 , at'uSrtfia. 

Act. 1. [Ibid.] p. 61. 

f Illud ante constituendum, Imagines, ex carum per se genere esse quae 
dStdfopa nominantur, hoc est, qme ad salutem omnino necessaria non 
sunt, ne f> ad substantiam ipsam religionis attinent, sed in potestate sunt 
EcclesisB, ut eavel adhibeat, vel ableget pro co atque satiusesse decreverit. 
Pctav. Tlicol. Dogin. tom. b. 1. lb. cap. 13. sect. 1. . 

Ea est hujusee miserritnte disseusionis materia, sine qua, stcut muftis 
videtur, salva per fidem, spem, et charitatem incunctanter, et in hoc seculo 
et in futuro, salvari potest Ecclesia, quorum sensus, et sententia tails est, 
quid tidei, spei, et charitati obesse potuisset, si Imago nulla toto orbe ter. 
rarum picta vel ficta fuisset. Epist. Eugenii, p. 2. Act. bynod, Paris, 
p. 130, 134. 

2 B 2 
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our practice : whereas if image-worship should be here forbid 
to us Christians, which, to speak modestly, seems liighly pro¬ 
bable, the Church of Rome must practise and enjoin that 
worship which provokes God to jealousy, exhort and force her 
members to perform that worship, from which God doth exhort 
them to abstain, “ lest they corrupt themselvesshe must 
enjoin that action upon pain of her displeasure, and of the 
wrath of God, which he commands us to avoid, “ because he 
is a jealous God;” she must imprison, and cut off by excom¬ 
munication, and by the sword, Christ’s servants, because they 
will not, by doing that which God so frequently and so directly 
hath forbid, incur the hazard of his wrath, who saitli,* “ If ye 
corrupt yourselves, and make a graven image, or the likeness of 
any thing, I call heaven and earth to witness against you this 
day, that ye shall soon utterly perish:” and it is easy to 
determine which we ought most to fear, the wrath of God 
or man. 


* Deut iv. 25, 20. 
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A DISCOURSE 

CONCERNING THE 

SECOND COUNCIL OF NICE. 

WHICH FIRST INTRODUCED AND ESTABLISHED IMAGE- 
WORSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN CIIURCH, A.D. 787- 


THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER. 

Upon sight of a book, lately published, called The 
Fallibility of the Roman Church demonstrated from the mani¬ 
fest Error of the Second Niceue and Trent Councils/’ &e. I 
thought the labours of this author might have been thereby 
prevented : but upon perusal of both, I find them so con¬ 
sistent, that had our author seen that work (as he had 
not), he would have found no just reason to have laid aside 
this design, or treated of it in another order than he has 
observed. For the design of the former is to shew, “ that 
the Church of Rome and her Councils have actually erred, in 
making the worship of images a tradition of the Apostles, 
and to have been received by all Christians from the begin¬ 
ning and this that author has effectually done by producing 
the undeniable authorities of the Fathers in this matter from 
age to age, and shewing the repugnancy between them and 
the decrees of these Councils. But this book solely applies 
itself to the second Council of Nice; and after an historical 
narration of the occasion, and the characters of the persons 
chiefly concerned in it, doth further, from the acts of it, dis¬ 
cover the mistakes, impostures, and falsifications : and how at 
last it was of no authority, and though received as a General 
Council by the Church of Rome, doth in many instances no¬ 
toriously contradict it. But though this book doth not in¬ 
trench upon the former, but rather with it make one complete 
book, yet there arc some things, which it was not so consistent 
with this author’s design to enlarge upon, that may be met 
with in the other. Which, together with the other references, 
the reader will find for the most part noted in the margin, as 
he goes along. 
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THE PREFACE. 

The religious veneration which is now by the Roman 
Church said to be due to images, cannot be grounded upon 
Scripture, because it was expressly forbid in the Old Testa¬ 
ment, and is not once mentioned in the writings of Christ and 
his Apostles, who taught all men to worship God in spirit 
and in truth: nor can it be derived from any universal eccle¬ 
siastical tradition, because then (according to Lirinensis’ rule) 
that tradition must have been held in all ages, and in all places, 
and among all Christians. But the primitive Christians, during 
the Ten Persecutions, had no images at all in their churches, 
as appears by the testimony both of heathens and Christians.* 
f The very use of pictures in churches was forbid by a Council 
in those ages and five of the first General Councils do not 
so much as name them. After the Church began to flourish 
in peace and plenty, we find images and pictures were first 
used only to adorn the Christian oratories, and to keep in 
memory some history of Scripture, or some eminent acts of 
saints and martyrs: hut in Pope Gregory’s time (that is 
about 600 years after Christ), some superstitious people began 
to adore them; yet still they were reproved for so doing by 
that Pope and by others: however, as ignorance increased, by 
the irruption of the barbarous nations into Christendom, this 
superstition increased also, and grew to that height, that the 
Emperor, by the advice of his bishops in a Council at Con¬ 
stantinople, was forced to take away all pictures and images, 
to prevent that idolatry which was practised by the vulgar. 
All this being done without the consent of the Bishop of Rome, 
he took very ill; and after this Emperor was dead, and a 
woman, as tutoress to her infant son, governed the empire ; a 
layman being hastily advanced to be patriarch at Constanti¬ 
nople, Pope Adrian chooses that lucky juncture to procure a 
Council to be called for the restoring images in the East. Now 
lest the great and venerable name of a General Council (as 
they call this assembly) should impose upon any unwary 
persons, or give credit to the superstitious adoration of images , 
which they first established by a law: I have briefly repre- 

* Latnprid. in Vit. Alexan. Severi. 

f Mimit. Felix, p. 02. Lactantius de Morte persec. cap. 12. p. 11. 
[vol. l.p. 199. Lut. Par. 1748.] 

t Concil. Elib. Can. 36. Ann. 303. [Labbe, Concil. vol. 1. p. 974. 
but. Par. 1671.] 
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sented this famous Council in its own words and sense, and 
shewed upon what weak grounds they proceeded to make this 
establishment: and if I have any where mistaken the meaning 
of these doctors, it was not by design, but by reason of those 
many barbarisms in the style, and the frequent obscurity of 
the sense, which will plead my excuse to all that have read 
this Council in the original. I could easily have noted more 
mistakes, and have urged those which are observed more to 
our adversaries’ disadvantage: but we need not multiply in¬ 
stances, when there are a few so full and plain, nor is there 
any occasion to aggravate those matters, which are exposed by 
the bare relating of them. It is certain that the most learned, 
and consequently the most moderate Romanists, are much 
ashamed of this Council; and many of them wished and en¬ 
deavoured in the last century for a reformation in this point: 
but interest prevailed more than arguments, and so this prac¬ 
tice was established by a new decree : in obedience to which, 
the writers of that side are obliged to palliate it as well as 
they can, and much artifice is used by their great historian, 
and the editors of their Councils, to make it seem a catholic 
tradition ; but they are so conscious to themselves that it is 
not so, that they are forced to conceal very many things which 
would utterly confute that pretence if they did appear. lor 
example, in Labbe’s edition of the Councils, that part of the 
le tter of Charles the Great to Offa is left out, wherein he men¬ 
tions the sending him a copy of this pretended General Coun¬ 
cil,* and both in Binius’s edition and his, the collections of 
that famous assembly at Paris against images are left out, 
because (as the notes inform us) they smell of the heresy of 
the ancient Galliean Church, w r ho would not allow adoration of 
images. Yet,+ after all their policy in suppressing that wliich 
makes againt them, there is (praised he God) enough extant 
in Scripture and uncorrupted antiquity, to convince all disin¬ 
terested men, that the use of images in religious worship, is 
not only a corruption of the original Christian way of wor¬ 
shipping God, but also a manifest innovation. 


* Labbe, Cone. tom. 7. p. 1131. 


t Ibid, p- 1585. 
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CHAP. I. 

Of the Occasion and Proceedings of this Council. 

The Christians had continued for three centuries without 
any images in their places of worship ; and it was in the fourth 
age, when some began first to adorn churches with the his¬ 
tories of the Gospel, and the passions of the martyrs repre¬ 
sented in pictures; which well-meant and innocent custom 
gave occasion to some ignorant and superstitious people after¬ 
wards to give too great reverence to them. And though many 
eminent Fathers, and particularly Gregory the Great, bishop 
of Rome, utterly disliked this, and declared these pictures were 
only placed in churches for memory and history, not to be 
adored : yet the vulgar proceeded so far toward idolatry, that 
the very Jews and Saracens were highly scandalized at it; and 
divers pious Christian bishops advised the Emperor Leo 
Isaurus (otherwise called Ieonomachus) rather to tuke both 
images and pictures out of churches, than to give occasion to 
superstition and idolatry,* by letting them stand in those 
sacred places. Whereupon the Emperor writes to Gregory 
II. then bishop of Rome, to advise with him about call¬ 
ing a General Council on this occasion;+ but the Pope opposed 
this fair motion, and wrote back an abusive and ill-penned 
letter, which hindered not the good Emperor (being studious 
of the church’s peace) from writing again ;% yet he obtained 
only a return like the former; which so provoked the Emperor 
that by the advice of his neighbouring bishops, he proceeds 
to the other extreme : and orders all pictures and images of 
Christ and the saints to be pulled down, and defaced; and 
with the consent of the ecclesiastics, deposeth Germanus, 
patriarch of Constantinople, who opposed this order; and 
placeth Anastasius in his room. Pope Gregory, glad of this 
occasion to make his terms with the Western Franks, who 
were nearer and more likely to defend him, and promote all 
the interests of his See, excommunicates the Eastern emperor 
Leo Isaurus, as an enemy of the Church, and unworthy of 
the empire; and persuades his subjects in Italy to pay him 
no more tribute, and to renounce his government and au¬ 
thority. § Not long after this Gregory jj dies, being succeeded 

* Anno 72G. f Concil. Gen. &c. p<litio Lab. p. 18. C* 

1 Vid. Spanhcmii His tor. I mug. sect. 2. p. 71, &c. 

5 Concii. j>. 3. D, |j An. 731. 
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by Gregory III. who held the same principles, and carried 
on the same design: and Leo •Isaurus* dying, his son 
Constantine VI. commonly called Copronymus, was the 
successor both to his empire and opinion. For which reason 
the faction of the Pope’s side rebelled against their lawful 
sovereign, and proclaimed his kinsman Artabasdus, Emperor, 
excommunicating Constantine, and fortifying his royal city of 
Constantinople against him : but the rightful prince gathering 
forces, set upon these rebels by sea and land, and conquers 
the city, taking Artabasdus the usurper, and many of his 
complices, whom he punished as their treason deserved ; and 
for that justice is called a persecutor by the partial writers of 
that history. But Constantine being in peace,calls a Synod 
at Constantinople at which were present three hundred and 
thirty-eight bishops (flhe chief of which was Theodosius, 
bishop of Ephesus), who by Scripture, antiquity, and reason, 
proved that images and pictures were not to be adored ; and 
excommunicated such as worshipped them; allowing the 
defacing of them to prevent idolatry. It is true, the Pope 
would not confirm those decrees ; hut neither he nor his party 
were able to answer the arguments they produced :§ and the 
Emperor punished such as would not obey the decrees of this 
Synod, but encouraged the propugners of them. Ilowbeit, 
a fever carries off Constantine after he had reigned near 
thirty-five years, who was succeeded by his son Leo IV. 
called Porphyrogennetus, || an enemy also to the adoration of 
images : but he did little in that matter, being prevented by 
death, after a short reign of five years. The empire then 
descended on his son, Constantine, a child of ten years old, 
under the tuition ol'his mother, the empress Irene,a woman 
scarcely to he paralleled for ambition, dissimulation, and 
cruelty ; and who at last deprived this her son of sight, 
empire, and life.** It is this empress, that, after her dissimu¬ 
lation in the time of Constantine, and her husband Leo, revived 
the cause of image-worship. To make way for which, Paul 
the patriarch, one of great esteem, must resign hisft charge, 
(but not with a recantation of his subscription in the former 
Council, for defacing images, as this of MiceneJJ would have 

* An. 741. t Au. 754. 

t Or tlie Herman Palace over against Constantinople, on the Asian shore. 

§ V. Spanhem. Hist, linag. suet. 3. p. 170, 171, &c. |) An. 775. 

f Spanhem. p 313, &c. ** An. 796. ft Spanhem. p. 326. 

it Act. 1. [Conril. ibitl. p. 51.] 
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it.) And Tarasius, a layman, and secretary to the Emperor, 
and a creature of the empress’s, was advanced into his room. 
But this crafty person seemingly refuses it, until it wa 3 
yielded (as before agreed) that a General Council should be 
called for the adjusting of this matter. This accepted, Adrian 
the then Pope, and it is said, the other patriarchs, were 
summoned to attend it. But as to the other three,* it is cer¬ 
tain, that if the letters were sent, they were never received ; 
or if received, there were none of them then present in person, 
nor by their legates. And Adrian excused himself with great 
submission by letter ; but sends, as his deputies, Peter, arch¬ 
bishop of St. Peter’s, in Rome, and another Peter, abbot 
of St. Saba;'and the Council was summoned to sit at Con¬ 
stantinople. . But when it was perceived that Adrian and the 
empress designed to restore images, the other party came in 
great numbers to the place, where the Council was assembled, 
and forced them to rise and disperse, almost as soon as they 
were set down. And their zeal was so great, that the bishops 
durst not meet again of one whole year ; and after that they 
were driven to assemble at Nice in Bithyuia, (where the first 
General Council had been held.) Being thus at last met at 
Nice, Tarasius, the new-made bishop of Constantinople, with 
the Pope’s legates, and two monks representing the Eastern 
patriarchs, managed the assembly: and after the reading of 
the Emperor’s letter (before they had proved their opinion 
intended to be established), in the first action they made divers 
bishops (who bad signed the former Council against images) 
recant, and so restored them. In the second action they read 
Pope Adrian and Tarasius’s letters for image-worship. In 
the third action they read Tarasius’s letter to the Eastern 
patriarchs, and their answers. In the fourth and fifth actions 
they attempted to confirm the adoration of images, by some 
kind of quotations out of the ancients; and by answering 
some allegations to the contrary. In the sixth action they 
read the arguments used by the former Synod at Constanti¬ 
nople against image-worship; and with them the Council’s 
answer to the several paragraphs. In the seventh action they 
make their decree for adoration of images. In the eightn 
and last action they make divers canons for ecclesiastical 
discipline, and write some synodical epistles; and so the 
Council broke up at Nice, hut adjourned to Constantinople, 


* Spanhem. p. 362, 372, &c. 
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where all that had been done was read to the empress and her 
son, who confirmed their decrees; as did also Pope Adrian 
afterwards. 

Now in the following discourse, we will first examine what 
kind of persons they were, who first established this doctrine 
and practice, and then observe what grounds and reasons they 
went upon; as also what regard was had to their determi¬ 
nation in that, and the succeeding ages; which we will dis¬ 
patch with as much clearness and brevity as the matter will 
allow. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the Persons who defended Image-worship , especially in this 

Council. 

The first patron of this opinion mentioned in the Council 
is Pope Gregory II. who writ two letters to the emperor Leo 
Isaurus, which are printed at the beginning of the Acts ; and 
we need no other character of him, than we may select from 
these letters ; wherein he gives us a specimen of his manners 
in calling the Emperor an unlearned and thick-skulled man,* 
and upbraids him with his great stupidity ;*j* and yet the 
Emperor was none of his image-worshippers, whose dull, 
simple, and gross minds (as this Pope saitli) needed such re¬ 
presentations to raise them up to the things represented ;% 
and history describes him as a prudent and discreet prince. 
Hut Pope Gregory himself seems not to abound too much in 
ingenuity, for he describes a known heretic to be “ one that is 
known to few, and not to many :”§ and he mistakes Bezaleel 
for one of the tribe of Dan, who was certainly of the tribe of 
Judah. || Yea, so little was he versed in Scripture, that he 
takes llezekiah, who broke the brazen serpent to pieces, to 
have been the same man with his great grandfather Uzziah, 
who would have executed the priest’s office, though he began 
to reign eighty-four years before Hezekiah.^j A like instance 
of his infallibility lie gives, in affirming that “ David sanc¬ 
tified the brazen serpent, and brought it into the temple :”** 

* Concil. tom. vii. p. 10. D. + Ibid. p. 14. C. + Ibid. p. 14. D„ 

$ Ibid. p. 15. E. II Ibid. p. 11. Ik Exod. xxxi. 1, 2. 

Ibid. p. 15. A. 2 Cliron. xxvi. 16. and 2 Kings xviii. 4. 

** Ibid. p. 15. Ik 
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whereas it is well known David was dead before the foundation 
of the temple was laid. His loyalty also bore proportion to 
his learning; for he tells us, “ he prayed to Christ, that he 
would send the devil to take the Emperor and this he 
fancied to be imitating St. Paul, in delivering the incestuous 
Corinthian to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that his 
soul might be saved. He argues notably indeed, that “ Em¬ 
perors ought not to meddle with electing clergymen, because 
bishops ought not to concern themselves with the palace, nor 
dispose of royal dignities.Yet the prefacer to the Council 
tells us, “ he deprived the Emperor of the government of 
Italyand Zonaras saith, “ he forsook his allegiance to 
the Emperor, and made a league with the Franks. § And 
we may be confident he did not hold the doctrine of non- 
resistance. For being very angry that the Emperor had 
ordered an image of Christ to be demolished; which he calls 
“ breaking the Saviour to pieces ;|j he challenges him to come 
to Rome, if he durst, and break the image of St. Peter, which 
all the Western kingdoms took for an earthly god ; threatening 
him, if he did, he would be revenged on him by his Western 
friends. ”if n we would know more of this Pope, we may 
read that ridiculous book of Dialogues, from whence this 
Gregory was called the Dialogist, which is falsely ascribed to 
Pope Gregory I.; but the fables are so gross, and the style so 
mean, that it is far more like to be the work of this patron of 
images. 

As to those bishops who sat in this Council, the Acts do not 
speak them to have been any great clerks. Tarasius, the 
patriarch of Constantinople, had lately been a lay-courtier, 
and yet was the chief ordcrer (if not the president) of this 
venerable assembly.* ** Pope Adrian at first, it seems, thought 
him unfit to be a bishop; but when he joined with him in 
image-worship, he then consented to his election.ft Yet they 
who made him a bishop, could not make him a divine; as 
appears by his arguing, “ that it is the same thing in doc¬ 
trines to err in a little matter, as a great; for by either of 
them the law of God is disannulled.”^ By which maxim, 
Papias’s thousand years reign, and St. Cyprian’s opinion of 
re-baptizing heretics, would be as great heresies as those of 

* Ibid. p. 27. B. t Ibid. p. 26. D. t Ibid. p. 3. D. 

^ Zotrnr. vita heou. Ljuiri, |i Ibid. p. 19. A ^ Ibid. p. 22. A. 

** Ibid. p. 35, A. ft I bid. Act. 2. p. 118. D. 

i? Ibid. Act. 1. p 78. E. 
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Anns and Macedonius. And perhaps it was upon this same 
principle that he elsewhere affirms, “ Taking money for 
ordination, or simony, is as great a heresy as that of Mace¬ 
donius, who denied the Divinity of the Holy Ghost.”* One 
of their authors, here quoted with applause, hath this sinewy 
comparison, “ Even as lie that affronts the Emperor’s image, 
is punished as though he affronted the Emperor, though the 
image be wood or coloured wax ; even so he that dishonours 
the image of any man, dishonours him whose figure it is,-f 
which is idem per idem That bishop was no deep Ttabbi, 
who being to prove that a man who had sworn to the devil 
that he would not worship an image, was not obliged to keep 
his oath, cites Zech. viii. 1 7 : “Ye shall love no false oath 
and thence notably infers, “our false oaths are therefore not 
to he heeded, being of *no force.” J John, the legate of the 
Oriental diocese, had but very small skill in the Oriental 
tongues, or else he would not have erred so very grossly in the 
etymology of Israel , which he says signifies “the mind-seeing 
God.”§ And if the whole Council joined in making that an¬ 
swer to the former Synod against images, they were much 
overseen in saving, “The blessed Virgin Mary was by nature, 
the mother of God/’jJ Whereas she confesses, and all men 
know, it was a high grace and special favour in God to choose 
her for the mother of his !Son : but no doubt they perceived 
the ignorance of bishops in that age, when they made a canon 
in this very Council, that “ lie who was to be promoted to a 
bishopric, should he very well acquainted with his Psalter, that 
so he might he able to instruct, his clergy in it; and that the 
metropolitan slnniM strictly examine whether he were suffi¬ 
cient to read the Canons, the Gospel, the Epistles, and the rest 
of the Scriptures (which were then and there in the vulgar 
tongue) discreetly and not imperfectly.”^ Wc cannot doubt¬ 
less but have a mighty respect for doctrines brought in by 
these bishops, since our age hath school-hoys better qualified; 
and we cannot hut pity those learned men, who are now obliged 
to defend what mere ignorance then produced. 


* Ibid. Act. 8. p. 630. E. 
t Ibid. Act. 4. p. 254. E. 
|| Ibid. Act. 6. p. 542. E. 


t Ibid. Act. 4. p. 247. E. 
§ Ibid. Act. 4. p. 199. D. 
f Ibid. Act. 8. Can. 2. p. 595. E. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the falsehood of divers passages in this Council. 

Tii ouch tlie want of learning in guides of souls be a great 
defect, yet want of integrity is a greater ; but then are many 
evidences in this Council, tlir't the bishops there assembled 
were as void of sincerity and truth, as they were oi learning 
and judgment: for Pope Gregory, in liis letter,* and the 
Council do affirm, f “that they had no hope nor trust in 
imagesyet when Basilius comes to recant, the Council makes 
him declare, he “reverently adores the relics of the saints, 
hoping to he partaker of their sanctification,” J and the whole 
Council saith the same.§ Doubtless also those citizens of 
Rome mentioned with honour, had some hope in the image of 
Symeon Stylites, since they are said to have set up this image 
on every shop-door, seeking protection and safety to them¬ 
selves :jj yea, the Council saith, “we salute and embrace 
images, hoping to partake of sanctification by thern.”^] Tara- 
sius, the patriarch, declares. they had received images for 
lifting up their minds, and helping their memories, and for 
procuring some holiness from them.”** And in the appendix 
to this Council, it is affirmed, that “ Christians, by affectionately 
adoring and saluting the cross and other images, are made 
partakers of their sanctification ;”tt which shews their pretence 
to have no hope in them, to be a mere sham, and a downright 
untruth. 

Tarasius saith, “ If it be asked why images do no miracles 
now, as they were wont to do of old, we must grant,” saith he, 
“that they do noneand he pretends to give this icason for 
it, *■ because that age had no infidels in it,”£t though there 
were thousands who did not believe images were to he - .ored ; 
and so needed miracles to convince them. German us Isc, his 
predecessor, almost one hundred years before, speaking of his 
own time, saith, “We must not admire there are no such 
miracles now, as were related to have been done by images in 
former times, lest we should doubt of the miraculous gifts of 
the Apostles’days, since no such are now given.” §§ This 
seems a full confession, that for almost an hundred years 

* Ibid. p. 14. E. t Act. 6* p. 411. B. 

J Act. p, 55. B. § Act. 6. p. 42. E. 

11 Act. 4. p. 266. A. f Act. 6 p. 491. B. ** Act. 8. p. 639. B. 

tt Ibid. p. 647. B. tt Act. 4. p. 223. C. §§ Ibid. p. 315. A. 
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before this Council no miracles were done by images ; and vet 
in contradiction to this confession, there are innumerable 
stories told and approved in this Council, of miracles wrought 
before images; and mai y of them pretended to be done in, 
and s ure the time Germanus ; 3 T ea, some of them but a 
short time before the Council: such as the Sieilian bishop’s 
report of a woman dispossessed by an image at Rome, and the 
Eastern legates remark upon it :* and the story of Manzo, a 
bishop then in the Council, who pretends to have been cured 
by addresses to an image the very year before,f with that im¬ 
probable relation of a llagarene’s eye put out by an image, in 
revenge for his putting out its right eye, said to he done but 
two years before. J Now either the two patriarchs, who grant 
there were no miracles of this kind in their time, or these 
relators, must needs speak falsely ; but It is more probable llie 
histories told for the credit of images are falsehoods, than tlie 
ingenuous confessions of two zealots for them, in a ease which 
lessened their credit; and therefore the Council of Frankfort 
justly charged them with citing apocryphal stories and ridicu¬ 
lous fables, to justify their error.§ Yet upon the credit of 
these fictions, they argue for image-worship. 

Pope Gregory had bragged in his first letter, “ that the six 
foregoing General Councils had delivered this doctrine of images 
to them.’HI Rnt when the Emperor affirmed he could find 
nothing in those Councils concerning them, the Pope, in his 
answer, plainly supposes there is nothing in them about 
images ;^] and therefore I wonder how he could prove that 
false assertion of his : “ that bishops of old carried images with 
them to Gouncih. ** In like manner the Council pretends, 
“ the tradiuoa of images did not begin at the sixth General 
Council, 1> it had been ever since the Apostles’ preaching 
yet they are so inconsiderate, that without any proof of the 
Apostles* times, the}, in the very next page, cite the eighty- 
second cam 'f the* sixth Council; which expressly declares, 
“ that in former time Christ was not pictured in human form, 
but represented by a lamb and they ordain, that from 
thenceforth it should be lawful to picture our Lord in human 
form, without any mention of adoring that picture of him 
winch testimony "(though they triumph very much in it, and 

• Act. 4. p. 215. D. 218. A. t Ibid. p. 258. D. 

t Ibid. p. 270. D. § Vid. Ep. Adrian, p. 939. D. 

II Ep. 1. Greg. p. 10. D. % Ep. 2. Greg. p. 27. D. ** Ibid. E. 

tt Act. 6. p. 403. E. tt Ibid. p. 406. E. 407. A. . 

* * 
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urge it three times) makes really against them, and declares, 
that adoring images of Christ, is so far from being an Apos¬ 
tolical tradition, or a doctrine of all the six General Councils, 


that till this last of the six (which was not one hundred years 
before this of Nice) it was not used nor allowed to picture or 
carve Christ in the form of his humanity. 

The Council which forbade the adoration of images, blamed 


such as worshipped them, for imagining a thing made with hands, 
to be God, and calling it by the name of Christ.* The 
Nicene bishops answer this, by saving, “ Christians do not call 


of Christ by the name of “ the Saviour and the Council 
reckons Severus for a heretic, for saying, “ the images of doves 
hanging over the altar were not to be called the Holy Ghost.” 
Yea, they labour very earnestly to prove, “ that the image of 
Christ agrees with him in name, though not in substance 
and affirm, that his image “ought to he called by his name:”}) 
vea, John, the legate of the Eastern patriarch, openly saith, “he 
that adores an image of Christ, doth not sin,” if he affirm 
“ this is Christ the Son of God/' 4 }, And if this be not calling 


images by the name of God, I know not what is. 

These "patrons of images <h> more than once brag, “that all 
the bishops and priests of the east and .west, north and south, 
had agreed to anathematize such as opposed image-worship :”** 
and nothing is so common as for the packed assembly to call 
themselves the Catholic Chureh.tf Hut let it be considered. 


that not long before, a Council of three hundred and thirty- 
eight bishops (that is, within twelve of the number now 
assembled) had condemned the adoration of images in the 


eastand Pope Adrian, in his letter read in this Nicene 
Synod, affirms, “that all the people of the east had erred (as 
he miscalls it) before Constantine and his mother Irene began 
to reign,” §§ which was hut about seven years before * and it is 
plain there were but few of the bishops who had condemned 
image*worship, who recanted in this Council of Nice. And 
the party was so strong at that time in Constantinople, that 
they forced the Synod to break up, and defer their meeting a 


* Act. 6. p. 407. IX t Ibid- p. 411. t Ep. 1. Greg. p. 19. A. 
\ Act. 6. p. 427. E. ibid. || Act. 6. p. 522. E. 

K Act. 4. p. 203. B. ** Act. 6. p. 455. A. & Act, 7. p. 586. C. 
ft Act. 7. p. 590. B. C. U Priefat. adConcil. 7. p. 5. B. etp. 7 A 
«$ Act. 2. p. 99. E. 
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whole year; after which time they removed to Nice, for fear, 
of violence from the numbers which were against images ;* 
which party, within a few years after, prevailed with this very 
Constantine to revoke the constitutions of this Nicene Council, j* 
As for the West and North, we shall in due place make it 
evident, that in France, Germany, and Britain, this Council 
was utterly rejected as no General Council, and of no authority 
at all, though it was confirmed by the Pope. Insomuch that 
the Franks’ objections, which Adrian replies to, say, “these 
Fathers did rashly and unwarily anathematize the catholic 
Church, which worshiped no imagesand do observe, “ that 
they should first have inquired what was the sense, of every 
part of the Church in this matter wherefore their brag of 
universal consent in notoriously false. 

Again ; nothing is morb common with them, than to mince 
the matter and say, “ they retain images only for history and 
commemoration§ yet they made the bishops who recanted, 
profess, “ they did embrace and salute images, and give them 
honorary worship;”{) and they also determine, “ we must salute 
and embrace them, and give them due worship or adoration 
and to make all sure, the Pope’s legate causcth au image of 
Christ to be brought into the Council, and all of them were 
humbly to kneel before it, and adore it, as a confirmation of 
llieir opinion and decrees. * * 

This Nicene Synod very magisterially reproves the former 
Council, which condemned image-worship, for self-flattery, and 
for taking upon them the title of a General Council, and styling 
themselves Fathers of the Catholic Church yet they who had 
forsaken the faith and practice of the ancient Church, and 
differed at that time from the greater part of Christians, do at 
the beginning of every action, call their assembly an holy and 
General Council and every where ascribe to themselves the 
title of the Catholic Church: nor can there be vainer flattery 
found any where, than one of them gives to this despicable 
Council, m an oration made at the close thereof: §§ so that they 
who could see a mote in their brethren’s eye, did not, or would 
not, discern the beam in their own. 

® Prmfnt 1% af 

t Platinu in Vi4 Adriani, p, 21. [p. 148. Lond. 1685.] 

X Epist. Adrian, p. 938. JD. § Act. G. p. 459, D. & p. 523. C. & alibi. 
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„ Finally, it is very remarkable, that Pope Adrian, in his letter 
to the Emperor of Constantinople, wheedles him to restore 
images, by promising him great prosperity, and many triumphs 
over the barbarous people; affirming, “ that Charles the Great, 
of France, by obeying his admonition, and fulfilling his will in 
all things, had subdued all the barbarous nations of the West, 
and brought them under his command:”* which manifest 
falsehood could pass nowhere, but at so great a distance as 
Constantinople. For it is well known Charles the Great did 
not obey the Pope’s monition, nor fulfil his will in this very 
point of images; but called a Council to condemn these decrees 
of Nice, and sent his objections against them to Rome ; which 
put poor Adrian hard to it, to patch up something that might 
look like an answer to those objections. Wherefore his 
prosperity was not the effect of his zeal for image-worship, nor 
of his reverence for,the Pope’s authority. To conclude ; what 
credit can we give to a company of men, who make no scruple 
to say and unsay ; to affirm the greatest falsehoods, and deny 
the plainest truths ; yea, and contradict themselves to serve an 
interest, and to please the Pope, and the Empress Irene. 


CHAP. IV. 

Of their proofs for Image-worship taken out of holy 

Scripture. 

When a Pope writes in a doctrinal matter, and a General 
Council approves the epistle, a man might expect most accurate 
and infalliblef expositions of Scripture: for if the infallible 
interpreter do not with a Council expound infallibly, who can ? 
But in Adrian’s letter Tead and ratified, the adoration of images 
is proved from Scriptures that are nothing to that purpose: 
for he quotes Heb. xi. 21, and tells us, “Jacob worshipped on 
the top of his staff;” which he expounds of Joseph s staff; 
adding, “ that it was not the staff he worshipped (take heed 
of that), but him that bore it, to whom he shewed this respect 
and love hut if the place be searched, there appears 
nothing but that Jacob worshipped God; and being aged and 
infirm, could not bow down without leaning over the top of 
his own staff. 

* Aet.2.p. 118. E. be 119. A. 

1 A Treatise of Fallibility, cli. 5. p. 73, &c. % Act. 2. p. 107. C. 
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Again, from God’s commanding Moses to make two cheru- 
bims over the mercy-seat (though he expressly forbid the 
Jews to worship the likeness of anything in heaven above; 
and though these ehcrubims never were worshipped, nor so 
much as seen by that people, being behind a vail in the most 
holy place), Pope Adrian infers, Christians may make and adore 
images,* though they have no command, as Moses had, to 
make them; and though they are forbidden, as well as the 
Jews were, to worship them. The logic of which inference is 
very notable : and yet this topping proof of Scripture is cited, 
over and over in many places of this eminent Council.f The 
rest of his proofs from Scripture are these: “ Honour and 
majesty are in his presence,” Psal. xevi. G. “Thy face will 
I seek,” Psal. xxvii. 8. ^“Thc rich among the people shall 
entreat thy favour, or pray before thy face/’ Psal. xlv. 12. 
And “ Lord lift tliou up the light of thy countenance upon us,” 
Psal. iv. t>4 All which places he most impertinently applies 
to the worship paid to the images of God and Christ;' whereas 
they are spoken by David, with respect to the Jewish way of 
worshipping God in the temple, the place of his especial pre¬ 
sence : so that they who came thither, are stud to he before 
God, or by an Hebraism, before his face. But it is well 
known that no image of God, nor shape, was ever set up there : 
so that if coming to a temple to worship God, without an 
image or visible representation, be the same thing with coming 
to a church to worship God with and by images ; then this 
infallible interpreter of Scripture is a good expositor of all 
these places. 

A little after, John, the Eastern legate, grossly almseth that 
excellent prophecy of our Saviour’s incarnation: “ mercy and 
truth arc met together, righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other,” Psal. lxxxv. 10, by applying it to the agreement 
between Adrian and Tarasius, and the embraces which justice 
(that is, the Roman Church) gave the Empress Irene (that is 
peace );§ the wit of which flattering allusion will not excuse 
the blasphemy of the application. 

In the fourth action, the whole Council makes a great show 
of proving their doctrine by Scripture: and yet they can find 
nothing there, but first, the command to Moses to make the 
two cherubims :li which we have shewed is not at all to the 

* Act. 2. p. 107. D. t Act. 4. p. 198. B. C. et alibi passim. 

X Act. 2. p. 110. B. C. § Act. 2. p. 130. A. B. 
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purpose. Secondly, they tell us, “ Moses heard a voice from 
between the cherubims, when he went, to consult the Lord,” 
Numb. vii. 89. But did Moses worship the cherubims ? or 
do they hear the voice of the Lord from their dumb images ? 
If not, why do they cite this place ? Thirdly, but they say, 
“ Ezekiel had a vision of a temple adorned with cherubims and 
palm-trees,” Ezek. xl. 1. If any real consequence can be 
drawn from this imaginary temple, it is only this, “that 
churches may be adornedbut how doth this prove that 
images are to he adored ? The former we grant; but it is the 
latter which they were to prove, and should have shewed us 
that Ezekiel kneeled to, kissed and prayed to those cherubims 
and palm-trees, and they had said something. Fourthly, 
they give us St. Paul’s description of the old tabernacle, 
“in which were the cherubims of glory, and the mercy-seat,” 
Ileb. ix, reasoning from thence, “ that as the Old Testament lrnd 
cherubims over the mercy-seat; so that under the New Testa¬ 
ment there must be images of Christ over the altar.”* 1 
reply ; if it were so, still we might argue, “ that as in the Old 
Testament they did not adore those cherubims; so under the 
New we must not adore these images.” But indeed there is 
no consequence can be drawn from what was in the old taber¬ 
nacle, to what must be in Christian churches; for then we 
must have bloody sacriiiees, and many other abrogated rites. 
And St. Paul in that very place affirms, “ those were figures 
for the time present, ver. 9, imposed on them until the time of 
reformation,” ver. 10, Yea, his argument supposes a mighty 
difference betwixt their carnal and our spiritual worship: so 
that this proof also is wholly impertinent. And can they 
imagine such thin and insignificant inferences as these should 
balance a plain command of the moral law; which expressly 
charges us to make no image of any tiling to worship it; That 
golden wedge will weigh down all their consequences, if 
could rake together ten times as many abused places as 
have here doue. 

Who can sufficiently admire the deep reach of Theodosius, 
a bishop in this Council, who proves the worship of images by 
that place of St. Paul, Rom. xv. 4 : “ Whatsoever things w r erc 
written aforetime, were written for our learning ;”f f° r he 
notably observes, “ that holy and venerable images, and 
pictures as well as material writing, arc for our learning.” But 



* Ibid. p. 199. A. B. 
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doth St. Paul bid us adore these old writings ? doth he enjoin 
us to offer incense, gifts, and prayers to them ? No doubt, com¬ 
mon writings, such as Livy and Tacitus, were written for our 
learning ; and so are the old carvings upon Roman arches, and 
the pictures of profane history ; but I hope it doth not follow 
we are therefore to venerate or worship these. As for the 
historical use of pictures, we do not deny it: hut we cannot 
allow that w as any part of the Apostle’s meaning here, where he 
speaks of Old Testament examples, which God left in writing, 
not in painting or in carved work ; and he took writing to be 
the far better way to instruct us. 

Leontius Cyprius, who lived not above 200 years before this 
Council, is cited here with applause: where he adds a long 
passage (as it were in Scripture), to the history of Joseph’s 
coat being brought to Jacob, saying, “Tie kissed it with tears, 
and laid it on his eyes not loving or honouring the gar¬ 
ment, but Joseph by it: whence lie would prove we must 
shew the love and honour we have for Christ and the martyrs, 
unto their images.* To which it suffices to answer here, 
that this author hath forgot that w r oe in the Revelation' pro¬ 
nounced against all that shall add to the words of God’s book. 
Rev. xxii. 18, there being not one word of this in the original, 
nor in any authentic version; and for the argument, we shall 
meet with it afterwards. 

The ingenuity of Tarasius is very visible in citing a place 
where Jeremiah was complaining of the Jews for worshipping 
idols, calling it, “ forsaking God, the fountain of living waters, 
and hewing out unto themselves broken cisterns, which can 
hold no water,” Jer. xi. [ii.] 13. And this he makes a pro¬ 
phecy of those Christians, who would not adore any images.f 
Rut Theodorct doubtless is a better interpreter, who tells us, 
images may well be compared to cisterns, being made with 
hands ; and to broken cisterns, because as they have no good 
in themselves, so they can neither hold nor convey it to others. 
And would auy leave a fountain that always had, and even 
sent out water in abundance, for these broken cisterns And 
so also doth Optatus Milevitanus expound the place :§ where¬ 
fore this will prove a prophecy of these image-worshippers, 
who leave the spiritual worship of God, and worship the work 
of their own hands, and the patriarch is caught in his own net. 

* Act. 4. p. 238. C. D. f Act. 3. p. 347. C. 

X Theodorct. in locum, [vol. 2. p. 413- Hal. V?70.] 
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That Christian,* who is brought in disputing with a Jew 
that was very much scandalized at their images, seems to he 
hard put to it: for when the Jew urges him with the second 
commandment, expressly forbidding to make any image or 
likeness of any thing to worship it: the Christian is forced to 
alter the words of the law, and say, “ It only forbids us to 
worship any new god, and the likeness.of anything as God :”f 
which addition of his own to God’s law shews, that they will 
alter Scripture rather than change their opinion. Yea, after¬ 
wards the Council wonders anybody will apply words to the 
Christians, which were spoken so long ago to the Jews ;X 
which is no less than abrogating the moral law. 

In the next action, these Fathers produce two places of 
Scripture to prove, that looking upon images is as ancient in 
the Church, and as useful as hearing the Gospel. The first 
is, “ Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice, for 
sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance comely,” Cantic. ii. 
14. Which is so ridiculous, that it needs no confutation ; 
only we may note, these are the words of Christ to the Church, 
whom he calls his dove ; see ver. 10. And therefore are by no 
means to be applied as a speech of the Church’s to Christ; 
and it is a bold thing to suppose we see Christ’s face as plainly 
in an image, as we hear his words when the Gospel is read. 
Their second proof is, “ Like as we have heard, so have we 
seen,” Ps. xlviii. /.§ And truly this may be a proof of any¬ 
thing that can be heard and seen; it may prove a fly as useful 
as a learned oration : but the meaning of the place is quite an¬ 
other thing: for God’s people say, “ As they had heard of 
his promises to defend his Church, so they had seen him 
defend it,” as appears by the next words, “ in the city of our 
God : God upholdeth the same for ever.” But doubtless we 
may both hear and see what admirable sense a Pope and 
Council can find in holy Scripture, by their rare exposition of 
this place. 

If the holy text will not justify the doctrines, they have a 
curious art of enlarging it: for they tell us, ‘‘The saints de¬ 
parted know that, according to the Apostle, they are dissolved, 
and are with Christ, and intercede for us and they cite for 
this, Phil. 1. 23.1! by which an unwary reader might think 


* V. Treatise of Fallibility, c. 3. p. 39, &c. c. 5. p. 67. 
t Act. 5. p. 35. r >, C. t Act. 6. p. 467. E. 

$ Act. 6. p. 407. B. || Act. 6. p. 462. D. 
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that St. Paul there maintained the invocation of saints, the 
grand pillar of image-worship. But if we consider the place, 
the Apostle confutes the very intercession of the saints there. 
For St. Paul (who doubtless was a saint) could -have wished 
to he in heaven, but only that he saw he could do his Philip- 
pians more good by staying upon earth ; and because he pre¬ 
ferred their profit before his own pleasure, he was content to 
live with them still: which shews that the Apostle knew 
nothing of his being to be a mediator or intercessor for them 
in heaven ; for if he had, he could not have affirmed it was 
better for them that he should continue inathis mortal state. 

The next instance shews their diligence in reading Scripture; 
for they cite an obvious place of St. Peter, 2 Epist. iii. 16, in 
this manner, “ The unlearned and unstable wrest the Scrip¬ 
tures according to their »own lusts. 5 ’ Whereas St. Peter’s 

words are, “-wrest, as they do also other Scriptures, to 

their own destruction. 55 * Yet, as they have cited the place, 
it plainly belongs to them, rather than their adversaries; 
for they have given very many instances of their-wresting 
Scripture to make it serve their lust of promoting image- 
worship. 

It seems to argue they had no great share of modesty in that 
they account themselves that Church of Christ of which St. 
Paul speaks, Ephes. v. 27, “ which was the spouse of Christ, 
without spot or wrinkle. 55 t But besides their many evident 
spots or wrinkles, sufficient to confute this vain application, 
St. Augustine informs us, “that the Church without spot or 
wrinkle, is not to be understood as if it were so now, but that 
it is now preparing, that it may be so against it is to appear in 
glory and (I doubt not) Jhe will be thought a better inter¬ 
preter of this place than they. 

But there is nothing hacked with more proofs from Scripture 
than a peculiar notion of theirs, which is as weak as their testi¬ 
monies for it are impertinent, viz. that after Christ had once 
redeemed Christians from idolatry, it was impossible that they 
should ever relapse into that crime ; which they would collect 
from God’s promising the Jews “to blot out the names of 
idols from under heaven, 55 Zech. xiii.; which promise was 
actually performed to that people after their captivity; and 
from Goers kingdom being an “everlasting kingdom,” Psalm 
cxlv; and his “gifts and calling being without repent- 

* Act. 6. p, 463. D. t Act. 7. p. 531. E. 

X Aug. Retract, lib. 2. cap. 18. [vol. 1. p. 48. Par. 1679.] * 
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ance,”* Rom. xi. The same inference they make elsewhere, from 
St. Luke i. 75, where Christ is said “ to deliver us from our 
enemies, that we might sen e him in holiness and righteous¬ 
ness all the days of our life;” and from God’s “ smiting his 
enemies in the hinder parts, and putting them to a perpetual 
shame,” Psalm Ixxviii. Gfi.f To all which I answer, if this did 
secure the whole Church from a possibility of relapsing into 
idolatry, it doth not secure one corrupt part of it. And though 
Christ hath done his part completely, yet this will not prove 
that all men shall always do their parts. For at this rate of 
arguing, no single person or number of men could possibly 
fall into any sins or false opinions. And thus we may prove 
none, who are redeemed by Christ, can become heretics, 
apostates, drunkards, or whoremongers; nor can I see how 
they arc more secured from idolatry than from any other error 
or crime. 

To conclude : it is very visible all along, that they have no 
mind their doctrine should be tried by Scripture, as believing 
it was not on their side: for they obliged Basilins, when he 
made his recantation, to anathematize those who say, “ they 
will not receive any doctrine upon the bare authority of Fathers 
and Councils, unless it be plainly taught in the Old and New 
Testament .”% Which wise and orthodox resolution we are 
taught by many holy Fathers, who charge us to believe nothing 
in matters of faith but what may be proved out of holy Scrip¬ 
ture. Yet these gentlemen call this, taking up the words of 
Eutyches and Dioseorus. However, this is a tacit confession 
Scripture is against them; and therefore they are the first 
Council which expressly accursed all that reject ecclesiastical 
tradition, written or unwritten.” § And when they are pinched 
with objections from the holy text, they fly out into a long 
harangue against Scripture, crying out, “ That all the patrons 
of heresy take occasion for their errors from the divinely in¬ 
spired Scriptures.” || But we may well except the patrons of 
image-woTship; for they have used all the shifts imaginable, 
and yet cannot find any one place of Scripture to graft their 
error upon, and therefore they fly to universal traditions; 
which how rarely they make out, shall be examined in the next 
chapter. 


* Act. 6, p. 402. E. 403. A. 
$ Act. 1. p. 58. A. 

II Act. 6. p. 463. C. D. 


t Act. 7. p. 587. C. 
$ Act. 8. p. 594. A. 
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CHAP. V. 

Of their Proofs from Antiquity and Tradition. 

This Scriptures cited in this Council were only to flourish 
with ; for the main ground they go upon is tradition. And 
though they often affirm this practice of image-worship came 
down to them from the preaching of the Apostles, yet they 
grant it is not in any of their writings : for they say the making 
of images was delivered to them from the Apostles by an un¬ 
written tradition.* And elsewhere they brag this doctrine and 
practice had continued almost eight hundred years ;-f that is, 
from the time of Christ and his Apostles, liut there is no 
proof of this offered in aM’the Council, except this, “ That we 
may know it by the old pictures to be seen in churches.”^ 
Now can any man in his wits believe there were any churches 
then standing, or any pictures made in them, which remained 
in the year 787, that had been built or painted in the Apostles’ 
days ; especially if it be remembered that Christianity was per¬ 
secuted for three hundred years together. So that if we will take 
their word for it (who have given such specimens of their in¬ 
tegrity, chap, iii.), we may believe it if we please; and knowing 
they cannot prove it, they would have us take it on trust, telling 
us it is really an ancient ecclesiastical tradition; hut withal 
charging us, “ not to search too narrowly; nor inquire too 
busily into this pious custom and ancient law and a very 
little search will shew the weakness of this pretence. 

For in the next place it is affirmed, “ That all the six pre¬ 
ceding Councils hod established the adoration of images.” || 
Yet afterwards Pope Gregory confesses, “there is no more in 
those Councils about this matter, than about eating bread and 
drinking water.” And it is certain there was not one word 
about images in five of those General Councils, because these 
zealots for them do not cite one word out of them for any use 
of images, no not when they were urged to do it. And for 

that canon of the sixth Council (mentioned before) it was not 

made a full hundred years before this Nicenc Council; and it 
only gives licence to picture our Saviour for the time to come in 
a human form, who before was wont to be represented by a lamb**. 

* Act. 6. p. 451. C. f Act. 8.p. 617. D. 

f Act. 6. p. 403. E. § Act. 6. p. 539. A. 

|| Ep. Gregorii, p. 10. D. Act. 6. p, 431. C. 

^ Ep. Gregor, p. 27. D. 
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and this only for memory sake, but not a syllable of any adora¬ 
tion;* which really disproves their pretence of all the six 
General Councils, and shews that the very picturing of Christ 
in human form was a late thing ; and that the adoring that 
picture or image was never decreed in any one of the six Coun¬ 
cils. And this is plainly owned by the Patriarch Germanus, 
who in his original epistle saith, “The General Councils 
everywhere received, had made canons about many things of 
less moment than images; and it is not (saith he) probable 
they would have left this point undiscussed and undetermined, 
if the adoring images had led to that idolatry which is con¬ 
demned in Scripturc.”f Now it is enough to answer this 
weak insinuation to say, “What was not practised, could 
not be condemned.” But my maiu business is to observe, 
that a patron of image-worship grants these Councils said 
nothing of adoring images ; which shews the failing of 
their pretended tradition: and it is very plain that this pas¬ 
sage was against the sense of the Roman Church, and 
therefore both the Latin versions labour to corrupt it. Anas- 
tasius translates it most falsely thus : “ The General Coun¬ 
cils every where received, which have laid down rules in 
several chapters concerning images,” J &c. And the old Latin 
version with less sincerity still saith, “ That though in these 
General Councils many canons were made for images, yet 
none appeared for abrogating them.”§ Both which transla¬ 
tions contradict the Greek of Germanus’s epistle, and the 
truth also ; and the attempt of the translators to corrupt this 
place, declares that the Roman Church hath long since had 
the art of making old authors speak their own sense; but still 
it is plain that image-worship was not established by all or any 
of these six General Councils. 

Again, we may be confident that they have no good proofs 
from genuine antiquity, because they fly to fabulous narrations 
and spurious tracts for evidence of this pretended tradition. 

So Pope Gregory cites the Epistle of Abgarus to our 
Saviour,jj which was condemned as fabulous and apocryphal 
by his predecessor Pope Gelasius, in a Council at Rome,^f 
and is rejected at this day by most of the learned writers of 
that Church. The Council also cites a canon of a Council held 
by the Apostles at Antioch; in which, “ lest the faithful 
should err any more about idols, they appoint them to make 

* Act. 4. p.234. A. t Act. 4. p. 306. D. 

+ Ibid, in versions Latin. § Versio aritiq. p. 779. C. 

|| Ep. Greg. p. 14. B. t Cone. 1. Rom. sub Gelasio, [vol. 4. p. 1265.] 
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the statue of our Lord Jesus Christ, both God and man ”* 
Which Council and canon are of their own devising, and 
attested by no credible author. Pope Adrian cites a notorious 
fable of the images of the Apostles shewed to Constantine the 
Great by Pope Sylvester, who had fled to Mount Soractc for 
fear of Constantine’s persecution, and was now pretended to be 
called back from thence.f Yet it is most certain there was no 
persecution at all in the time of Sylvester; for Constantine was 
become a professed Christian in the time of Miltiades, his pre¬ 
decessor ; whom the Emperor had constituted the judge of 
Ctxicilianus’ cause ,% and (as Romish authors affirm) he had 
given that Laterau palace, and divers noble gifts to Rome, 
in the days of this Miltiades. § How then can it ho likely 
Constantine should afterwards turn persecutor again in the days 
of Sylvester ? or need aflffew miracle to convert him ? But the 
story served the present turn, and so it was all one whether it 
were true or false. Again, the Council produces a relation of 
the bleeding of an image of our Saviour, and the conversion of 
many Jews thereupon, which they father upon Athanasius the 
Great. || .But the whole passage is proved fabulous by a learned 
author of ours,^[ and Nannius, a doctor of Louvain, who first 
digested Athanasius’s works into tomes, put this among the 
spurious pieces. Yea, Bellarminc himself affirms this sermon 
was not the work of the famous Athanasius,’ but of a much 
later author : “ For,” saith he, <c Sigebcrt, in his Chronicle, 
relates this miracle as done but in the year 760, that is only 
twenty years before this Council of Nice.”** And the whole 
story smells so strong of the legend, that we may well believe 
there never was any such thing. But it was a late invention 
of the image-worshippers to countenance their doctrine, and by 
the inventors published under a great name to gain credit to it. 
There are many more passages cited as testimonies of antiquity, 
which are most incredible fables, worthy of derision rather than 
a serious confutation. Such are those legends quoted out of 
Sophronius of Jerusalem, who died about the year 636, about 
which time the sixth General Council complains, that u many 

* Act. 3. [Ib. vol. 7.] p. 63. C. t Act. 2. p. 102. E. 

t Optat. Milev. 1. 1. [ut supra, p. 24.] etc. Euseb. Hist. 1. 10. c. 5. 
[p. 391. Par. 1659.] 

$ Binii not. in Vit. Miltiadas, tom. 1. par. 2. p. 209. A. 

j| Act 4.p. 218. B. 

f Riveti Critic. Sacr. 1. 3. c. 6. [p* 1105. col. 1. Roterod. 1652.] 

** Bellarm. de Script. Eccles. in A than. p. 52. 
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had filled up the lives of the martyrs with feigned stories 
of which kind we may well reckon that ridiculous tale concern¬ 
ing a certain hermit, who sware to the devil not to reveal his 
advice, which was, not to worship any more an image which 
he kept in his cell .-f* But yet afterwards he informs his con¬ 
fessor what counsel the devil had given him, who gravely and 
piously declares, that “the hermit had better go into every 
bawdy-house in the city, than neglect to worship the images of 
Christ and the blessed Virgin.Which excellent divinity 
and rare history pleased the Fathers of this Council so well, 
that they cite it again in the next act,§ and make many notable 
remarks upon it, as a famous evidence of the agreement of the 
Fathers concerning image-worship ;|| whereas the most of 
these relations are but about one hundred or one hundred and 
fifty years older than this Council; and so cannot make out a 
tradition, which they pretend had continued for near eight 
hundred years; being rather the dreams of superstitious 
monks, and apocryphal as well as ridiculous fables,^ than the 
testimonies of any eminent or genuine Fathers. 

As for the places they cite out of approved authors, either they 
are only about the use of pictures for ornament and history, 
or they are nothing at all to the purpose, and none of them 
are sufficient to prove a tradition down from the Apostles’ 

times. For St! Chrvsostom lived near four hundred years 

■/ 

after Christ; and he only saith (if the feermon be his), “ that 
some people, out of their affection to their bishop Meletius, 
procured his picture, and hung it up to keep him in their 
memory.”** But he speaks of no adoration paid either to 
this picture, or to that of the angel destroying the Assyrians 
in their teats; he calls it, indeed, a pious representation, and 
saith, he was pleased with it.ft So Gregory Nyssen was much 
affected with a picture of Abraham’s offering up his son Isaac. 
And no doubt many Protestants are much pleased with good 
pictures of Scripture-history, and yet never intend to worship or 
adore them: for they grant with St. Cyril, that “ it is lawful 
to describe any historical passage in Scripture in a picture.”§§ 
But what is all this to their purpose ? They tell us that Gre- 

* Cone. 6. Constant. Can. 63. [vol. 6. p, 1172.3 
t V. Treatise of the Fallibility of the Roman Church, pref. p. 5,6. 

+ Act. 4. p. 250. D. E. § Act. 5. p. 382. A. 

It Act. 4. p, 254. B. and Act. 5. p. 383. C. 

If Epist. Adriani ad Carol. M. p. 939. D. ** Act. 4. p. 202. A. 
ft Ibid. p. 202. C. $$ Ibid. p. 206. B. §$ Ibid, p, 206. B. 
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gory Nazianzen relates, how “ a lewd woman was reformed by 
seriously viewing the picture of a reverend and virtuous old 
man.” And no doubt the sight of his person would have had 
a more certain effect; yet none can infer from thence, that she 
had been obliged to worship his person ; nor doth the Father 
say any thing of her adoring his picture.* The woman who 
was cured of an issue of blood, made a statue of Christ, after 
the Romans’ custom, who used this way to express their gra¬ 
titude to their benefactors :f but there is no mention that she 
or others adored this statue; and if the Christians had done so 
in that age, they could not have accused the heathens for wor¬ 
shipping their images. Asterius Amasenus lived after the 
year 400, and he only rhetorically describes the picture of St. 
Euphemia’s passion, which he saw in one of the porticos of 
the Church, and saith that the painter was piously employed 
when he drew this pie(?e,£ no doubt more piously than if he 
had been painting a profane story: but still we do not find 
that the Father prayed to this figure ; and this is the first 
instance they can bring of a picture hung up in or near a 
church. So that probably about this time they dime to be 
used to adorn churches. For it is most improbable, which a 
certain legend afterwards affirms, that there were pictures of 
saints in Christian churches in the times while persecution 
raged; § and we are assured of the contrary by far better 
authority.|| It was therefore in the fifth century that this 
adorning of churches came in, as may be collected from that 
question put to Nilus (who lived about 445), concerning paint¬ 
ing churches or oratories : aud he advises them to have (not a 
rood-loft full of saints, but) only the bare sign of the cross in 
the east end, and saith, the other walls should rather be 
adorned with histories of the Old and New Testament, than 
with horses, dogs, and hares, and such-like vain pictures ;^[ 
but in him we hear nothing of adoring either the cross or other 
pictures. 

The next order of testimonies are out of authors living six 
hundred years after Christ, in an age when ignorance and su¬ 
perstition grew apace, and therefore they are no good evidence 
for a tradition, pretended to be derived from the Apostles. 

* Ibid. p. 206. D. t Ibid. p. 207. B. * Ibid. p. 207. D. 

§ Act. 4. p. 214. C. 

|| Baluzii not. ad Lactant. de Mort. persecut. p. 374. 

% Act. 4. p. 227. B. 
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Maximus died not much above one hundred years before this 
Council.* And in him we first meet with kissing the cross 
and the image of Christ, as well as the Gospels, in the taking of 
an oath :f but the Fathers of this Council stretch this too far, 
when they affirm this was adoration; for those who utterly 
deny, that any adoration is due to the Gospels, will yet kiss 
the book when they take a solemn oath. Leontius Cyprius is 
an obscure author, and some think this tract was never heard 
of before this Council; however, he lived but in the year 620 ,% 
and therefore is too late for an evidence in this cause: he 
seems indeed to speak the most home to the adoration ; but 
his authority weighs not against many elder and more learned 
Fathers; and his arguments shall be examined afterwards.§ 
Their next witness Anastasius, bishop of Antioch, lived in the 
seventh century, and yet is no favourer of their cause ; for he 
allows no more honour to be given to angels, than we give to 
men; and expressly declares, “we must not pray to them, 
that being a service only due to God:”|| and how this will 
agree to the praying to saints and angels, in and by images, as 
the Romanists daily do, I cannot imagine. Besides, lie makes 
it ridiculous to adore the emperor’s image, when he himself is 
present yet Christ hath assured us, lie is present always, 
when we assemble in his name ; and he hath promised to be 
with us unto the end of the world; and therefore it is as ridi¬ 
culous to adore his image. For as Lactantius argues, “ Since 
God cannot be absent, but by his divine nature be hears and 
sees all things in every part of the world, it is needless to make 
an image of him, that is everywhere present; and since he 
hears us, it is enough to call upon his name in prayer.”** As 
for Sophronius of Jerusalem, he is too late, as was noted before, 
for he died in the year C36.ff Yet he names no custom of 
adoring or praying to the images of the saints, though he 
speaks of building churches to their memory; and shews the 
great advances which superstition had made in adorning 
churches.£$ And his very silence about adoration is a good 
proof that no such thing was in use at that time. 

Finally,, as if they relied not much on these later witnesses. 


* Ann. 660. Bellarm. de Script. Eccl. p. 113. 
t Act. 4. p. 331. B* 

| Ann. 620, Bellarm. de Script. Eccl. p. 111. 

$ Act. 4. p. 235. B. |f Act. 4. p. 247. A. f Ibid. E. 

Laetantii Instit. lib. 2. cap. 2. [vol. 1. p. 117. Lut. Par. 1748.] 
ft Chartophyl. Ecdea. p. 128. Act. 4. p. 250. C. 
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they run back again to some more eminent and ancient Fathers, 
but still to no purpose. The first place cited out of St. Chry¬ 
sostom, is not to be found in the best edition of his works; 
but if it were, his arguing that all creatures have a natural 
reverence for man as he is the image of.God,* will be little for 
the credit of their images, which dogs will piss upon, and birds 
defile; yea, which mice and worms make bold with: The 
following citations out of St. Athanasius and St. Basil, are 
good 'evidence against the worship of the image of Christ in 
their time ; for they only argue for the worship of Christ him¬ 
self, and shew, that he being the image of God, in worshipping 
him, we worship God; and this they illustrate by the civil 
honour paid to the emperor’s image, which is shewed for the 
emperor’s sake. But if there had been any custom then of 
worshipping Christ’s image with religious worship, that had 
been a far more proper illustration for their argument, than 
the other ;f and there could not have been a fitter occasion to 
mention the adoring Christ by his image than this. Where¬ 
fore their silence in that point, and their flying to a remote 
comparison, relating only to civil honour, doth prove/ that in 
their time the image of Christ was not adored with religious 
worship. The next citation out of St. Basil, is out of a forged 
epistle of his to Julian the Apostate; J which is so gross, that 
some of the Romanists are ashamed of it; and the very style 
sufficiently discovers it.§ And no doubt if St. Basil had writ 
so plainly to Julian, about the Christians adoring images, that 
witty and malicious adversary of theirs would have made use 
of this to justify his pagan idolatry ; whereas in all his works 
he never objects this, but blames them as enemies to all images. 
The testimony of Theodoret, about setting up the image of 
Symcou Stvlites over their shop-doors at Rome, hoping for 
protection from thence, || confutes the pretence of* Pope Gre* 
gory and tli® Council, that they did not hope and trust in 
images and no doubt it was a crime in the people who did 
so, if the story be true; but let it be remembered, that Theo¬ 
doret brings it in with “ they say,” as being only a report; and 
he lived a great way from Rome, and so might be easily im¬ 
posed on in this matter. They add another place out of St. 
Basil’s sermon on Balaam; which (if iibe genuine) is nothing 

* Ibid. p. 259. f Ibid. p. 262. A. D. & 263. A. 

X Act. 4. p. 263. C. D. § Dr. Cave's Life of St. Basil, p, 222. 

|| Act. 4. p. 266. A. 

^ Ep. Gregor, p. 14. E. A Act. 6. p. 411. B. 
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to their purpose of adoration, being only a rhetorical flourishing 
kind of advice to a painter : and many thousands hold it law¬ 
ful to draw' a picture of our Saviour, who utterly refuse to 
worship it.* In the next act, St. Cyril justly condemns 
Nebuchadnezzar, for the sacrilege of taking away the cherubims 
out of the temple.f But what is this to a Christian emperor's 
taking away images, which were not set in churches by Co ’’s 
command (as the cherubims were in the temple), and which 
were abused to superstition and idolatry (but so were not the 
cherubims). If St. Cyril had blamed Ilezekiah for breaking 
the brazen serpent, it bad been somewhat to the purpose, and 
their application had been very proper. As for the epistle of 
Symeon Slylites, it was writ to that Justin the emperor, who 
died in the year 578. So that it is too late to witness their 
Apostolical traditionand besides, he saitli not one word of 
any worship paid to the images of Christ and his mother, by 
the Christians; which is the point they were to prove. Nor 
ought his authority to be much considered, if we observe how 
little charity this angry saint had, who urges the emperor to 
destroy those Samaritans without any mercy, who had no 
mercy on the images; and curses them to tine pit of hcll,£ 
though Christ hath charged us to c< bless, and curse not.” 

And now we see how they have made out their ealholr tra¬ 
dition, for the veneration of images, which came (they say) 
from the preaching of the Apostles, and had been received lor 
near eight hundred years, being the doctrine of all preceding 
Councils and Fathers. And yet not one Council or Father 
mentions images, till about three hundred years after Christ; 
and after that for three hundred years more they were only 
used for ornament and history; but the adoration is proved by 
a heap of legends and spurious authorities, or by writers who 
lived but a very little while before this Council. 

* Act. 4. p. 271. A. t Act. 5. p. 347. E. 

t Act, 5. p. 350. E. &c. 
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